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This play is based on events in the life of Empress Matilda of England and constructed using primary and secondary historical sources, commentary, and research.

––––––––
[image: ]


This play features a high medieval dance called “der Landler” which was popular across all classes of Austrian and Germany society. A modern version of der Landler was created by Rogers and Hammerstein for “The Sound of Music.” Directors and choreographers are encouraged to research der Landler, the bransles of medieval France, and other medieval and early renaissance dances when staging this play.
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Love this book?  Share the love of this book and the Legendary Women of World History Series by kindly reviewing this book on your blog, website, and on major retailer websites.  Your review not only offers this author your feedback for improvement of this book series, but helps other people find this book so they can enjoy it as well.  Only a few sentences and a few minutes of your time is all it takes to share the love with those who want to enjoy it too.
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PROLOGUE


[image: ]


1162 May. The White Tower. As the lights FADE IN, THOMAS BECKET ENTERS DOWNSTAGE RIGHT through a heavy wood door opened for him by GUARD.

GUARD

(bowing)


My lord chancellor!  You have returned!



BECKET


I have indeed.  Is this king here?



GUARD


He is.  Would you like me to bring you to him?



BECKET


No thank you.  I know the way!



BECKET EXITS downstage left. CURTAIN OPENS to reveal PRINCESS MATILDA PLANTAGENET center stage. BECKET ENTERS stage left.

MATILDA PLANTAGENET

(running up to him and greeting him playfully)


Thomas!  You are back!



BECKET


I am. How are you and your brothers?



MATILDA PLANTAGENET


Father is cross with Richard again.



BECKET

(laughing)


I’m not surprised.  How old is he now?



MATILDA PLANTAGENET


Four.



BECKET


And you are five now, Matilda?



MATILDA PLANTAGENET

(proudly)


I’m almost six.  I’m a big girl.



BECKET


And so you are, Matilda.  And so you are!



MATILDA PLANTAGENET


I can fight with a sword you know. I am better at it than Richard.  I am better than any boy!



BECKET


You are named for your grandmother; of course you are!”



MATILDA PLANTAGENET


I don’t understand.



BECKET


Don’t you know about your grandmother and all the things she did before you were born?  Your father was part of much of it you know.  He helped his mother fight for her birth right.



MATILDA PLANTAGENET


What is a birth right?



BECKET


It means what you are entitled to because of who your parents are or what family you are born into.  Your grandmother Matilda was the only one of her father’s children from his marriage to Queen Matilda of Scotland to outlive him.



MATILDA PLANTAGENET


My name is Matilda, my grandmother’s name is Matilda, and her mother’s name was Matilda too?



BECKET


Yes, that’s right.



MATILDA PLANTAGENET


Will you tell me the story, Thomas?  Please!



BECKET


I need to find your father.  Take a walk with me and I will tell you the story as we walk.
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(END OF SCENE)
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ACT I: PRINCESS OF ENGLAND
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ACT I, SCENE I
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1108. The White Tower. QUEEN MATILDA’S CHAMBER.  Downstage QUEEN MATILDA sits on the floor with six-year-old PRINCESS MATILDA in front of a roaring fire in a fireplace. Both are damp from the pouring rain outside. Two pairs of boots drying near the fire.

QUEEN MATILDA

(dramatically)


...then my father bravely raised his sword and killed the murderous Macbeth to take back the throne of Scotland and found our new Canmore dynasty.



PRINCESS MATILDA

(standing up excitedly)


How old were you mummy when all this happened?



QUEEN MATILDA


I was not even a glimmer in the eye of my father, lass.  My father killed Macbeth in the year of our lord ten fifty-seven to become king the next year.  I was not born until the year of our lord ten eighty.  My mother Margaret of Wessex was from England and was the second wife of my father after his first wife died.  So you see lass, I was not around when my father became the hero of all of Scotland.



PRINCESS MATILDA


Do you think I can become a hero too?



QUEEN MATILDA


I do not see why not.  Of course I would not tell your father this of course; he might have other plans for you and as the princess royal he might give you duties that are different from what you want for yourself.  My mother certainly did not want to become queen of Scotland, you know.  She wanted to be a bride of Christ and live in a nunnery all her life.  But if she had done that I would not be born and you would not be born.  So always thank God for everything that comes in your life.  You never know what blessings God has in mind for you when you quiet your heart, listen, and obey what God tells you.
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(END OF SCENE)
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ACT I, SCENE II
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1110 8th of April. The White Tower.  Throne room. KING HENRY sit on his throne which is placed on a low dais center stage. Heraldic banners hang behind the king. PRINCESS MATILDA ENTERS STAGE LEFT and approaches the royal throne with a deep bow.

PRINCESS MATILDA


You sent for me, Your Majesty? 



KING HENRY

(motioning for her to rise and approach)


I have just heard from the ambassador sent here from the new emperor of the Romans, Heinrich the Fifth.  You are to be officially betrothed in a formal ceremony two days from now.



PRINCESS MATILDA


To whom am I to be wed, Sire?



KING HENRY


To the emperor himself, no less. England needs allies on the continent.  King Louis of France covets Normandy and will most certainly invade our lands at the first opportunity.  To protect England and Normandy we need the empire of the Romans on our side and from all reports, Kaiser Heinrich is a formidable warrior like your grandfathers.



PRINCESS MATILDA


May I ask how old the emperor is?



KING HENRY


Twenty-four.



PRINCESS MATILDA


Surely I am too young to perform wifely duties towards such man!



KING HENRY


You will live with him in his court.  You will learn to speak the German language.  You will learn the customs of his land and you will fulfil the public and private duties expected of you.



PRINCESS MATILDA


Meaning?



KING HENRY

(sternly and impatiently)


You will obey him and give your body to him—whether you fancy him or not.



PRINCESS MATILDA

(shrewdly)


As you have demanded of my mother despite your preference for others in your bed? Do I not have a Welsh prince as my half-brother born only weeks before I was?



KING HENRY


Yes, you do. You have many brothers and sisters not born of your mother. Yet she comes to me when I command.  She understands what it means to be queen of England—as you will soon understand what it means to be empress of the Romans.



PRINCESS MATILDA


So I must be pledged to a man who will take others to his bed the entire time I am betrothed to him? I must pretend to not care that he does these things? Am I not disgraced by such conduct?



KING HENRY


You forget yourself, child! I am the king of England and Normandy. You will not question me.  You will cease to judge me.  You will obey me and you will begin your journey to the emperor’s court as soon as the ceremony is complete. Until the ceremony you will remove yourself from my sight and stay in your rooms until you are sent for!



BECKET


The next two days felt like an old mix of romantic fantasy and hellish nightmares.  Everything that was familiar to her began to disappear as her belongings were packed into trunks. A green dress with gold embroidery was laid out for her to wear to the ceremony along with a veil and wimple—marks of adulthood and marriage. Beneath the confidence she showed others Matilda shook with fear.  Would this man sixteen years older than her demand her in his bed before she came of legal age? Would he be kind or would he display the same ferocious and violent temper of her father? 

A knock sounded at her door.  A German lady stripped her unceremoniously and put the green dress on her as another combed and braided her hair as the veil and wimple were fastened to her head. Her royal coronet was placed on top of the veil.  Music sounded as she was marched into a nearby chapel for mass before her father put her hands into those of the strange German nobleman representing the emperor in the ceremony.  Words in German and Latin were muttered, words she could not understand. The strange nobleman kissed her on the lips. Her first kiss, a kiss that burned her with both anger and fear.  She was the emperor’s property now, bought and sold by the contract the king signed as part of the ceremony as her mother and brother William Ǣtheling watched solemnly.  With only a brief moment to say her farewells she felt herself lifted onto a horse and put on board a ship bound for Mainz.  She would not see England again while the emperor lived.
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(END OF SCENE)
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ACT I, SCENE III
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1110 April. Mainz, Germany. SAINT MARTIN’S CATHEDRAL. GERMAN LADY-IN-WAITING and LOTHAR stand downstage left on the stage apron. PRINCESS MATILDA ENTERS downstage right through the wooden door, her dress and veil rumpled from several hours of horseback riding. German Lady-In-Waiting quietly adjusts Matilda’s veil, wimple, and gown. When she is finished, she takes Princess Matilda by the hand and places her hand into Lothar’s. PRINCESS MATILDA, LOTHAR, and GERMAN LADY-IN-WAITING EXIT downstage left as curtain rises to reveal the central altar of the cathedral. A stained-glass window stands behind the Roman Catholic altar which is set up for mass. ARCHBISHOP OF MAINZ stands slightly upstage of the altar. Center stage stands KAISER HEINRICH who watches impatiently as PRINCESS MATILDA, LOTHAR, and GERMAN LADY-IN-WAITING ENTER center stage left. Lothar kneels before Kaiser Heinrich obediently and kisses his ringed hand. Kaiser Heinrich acknowledges him regally before stepping forward to Princess Matilda and taking both her hands.

KAISER HEINRICH


Guten morgen. Sie müssen Matilda sein. Ich bin Heinrich, der römisch-deutsche Kaiser.



Princess Matilda looks at him with confusion. Heinrich kneels and meets her eyes, his voice soft and reassuring. ENGLISH AMBASSADOR ENTERS upstage right.




Ich werde dich nicht verletzen. Hab keine Angst. Ich bin derjenige, der dein Mann sein wird. Ich bin jetzt dein Kaiser und wenn du alt genug bist, wirst du meine Kaiserin.



Heinrich turns Matilda’s palms up and kisses them gently before kissing Matilda on the face.

ENGLISH AMBASSADOR


This is Heinrich, emperor of the Romans to whom you are pledged.



PRINCESS MATILDA

(to ambassador)


Who is the man who escorted me here, who stood in the emperor’s place in London and kissed me on his behalf?



ENGLISH AMBASSADOR


That is Lothar von Süpplingenburg, Duke of Saxony. He is a very powerful man and a great rival to the emperor.



PRINCESS MATILDA


He kissed me in London.  I did not like it. Not even my father could make me feel as afraid as that kiss felt.



ENGLISH AMBASSADOR


What do you think of the kiss the emperor just gave you?



PRINCESS MATILDA


It was kind.



ENGLISH AMBASSADOR


He does not want you to be afraid of him, Your Highness. He wants you to be happy.



PRINCESS MATILDA


Please ask the emperor when we are to be married. I must know what to expect of him. I am not yet able to give him a son if that is what he wants of me right now. I am too young.



English Ambassador whispers to Kaiser Heinrich. Heinrich hugs Princess Matilda and kisses her brow sweetly.

KAISER HEINRICH


Hab keine Angst! Ich will noch keinen Sohn. Ich möchte gerne neben Ihnen sitzen und mit Ihnen speisen. Ich möchte mich mit Ihnen unterhalten und mit Ihnen tanzen. Seien Sie meine Freundin und meine Geliebte! Ich möchte, dass Sie mich lieben. Werden Sie das tun?



PRINCESS MATILDA


Ja.



––––––––
[image: ]


(END OF SCENE)
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