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Prussian Line Infantry 1792–1815

Historical Development

At the beginning of our period, the battalions of the Prussian Line usually fought in a linear formation three ranks deep, their tactical objective being to overwhelm the enemy with their superior rate of fire before deciding the issue by a well-timed bayonet attack. By the end of this period, the preferred formation for the Line battalions was the column, two half-companies wide and between eight and 12 ranks deep. The responsibility for conducting the fire-fight to wear down the enemy was now given to the skirmish elements and the artillery; the function of the formed battalions was to provide support for the fire line, and to conduct the decisive bayonet charge.

A number of historians see such a change as a revolution in warfare, but it could be argued that this is something of an exaggeration. Essentially, there was little difference between the battles of 1806 and those of 1813. In 1806, a fire-fight and artillery bombardment were used to soften up the enemy in preparation for the decisive bayonet charge by the formed troops, and in 1813 battles consisted of the same phases. The major and most significant difference was not so much in the face of battle, but rather in the scale of warfare.

Frederick the Great’s system of warfare worked well with armies of 25,000 men; but at Auerstaedt the Duke of Brunswick had problems controlling and co-ordinating 50,000 men deployed largely in linear formations, and the armies of 1813/15 were often several times that size. Forming them up in three-deep lines and co-ordinating their tactics would have produced a staff officer’s nightmare. The increasing size of armies called for more flexible formations to be adopted by the Line troops, namely a mixture of lines and columns; and this change was more one of practical necessity than the unwilling adoption of a ‘new’ system of warfare by a conservative officer corps.
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Fusilier, Musketeer, and Grenadier NCO of Prussian Line units, 1806. For contemporary campaign dress, see Plates C and D. This illustration is from Henschel’s ‘Die preussische Armee von der Zeit des Grossen Kurfersten bis zum Jahre 1806’ (1820).


Organisation

From 1 June 1787, an infantry regiment was to consist of one Grenadier Battalion and two of Musketeers, each of four companies. A company consisted of 12 NCOs, 140 men and three drummers. The Musketeer Battalions carried two colours each. Each regiment consisted of 55 officers (colonel, lieutenant-colonel, four majors, six full captains, six junior captains, three adjutants and 34 subalterns); 144 NCOs (48 sergeants including 12 sergeant-majors, 36 senior corporals, 60 junior corporals); three artillery NCOs and 51 gunners; 39 drummers (including the regimental and two battalion drummers) and six oboists; 14 lance corporals; 1,320 privates, and 120 reserves. Each company also had ten Schuetzen (see Prussian Light Infantry 1792–1815, MAA No. 149).

At the beginning of the Revolutionary Wars in 1792, the Line infantry was at the following strength:



	Guard and 52 Line Regiments
	112,539 men



	52 Depot Battalions
	34,164 men




In 1794 two new infantry regiments were raised; one more in 1797; one in 1803, and one in 1804.

From 1 June 1799, each regiment was to consist of two Musketeer Battalions of five companies each; and two companies of Grenadiers, which were joined with those of another regiment to form a full battalion.

The wartime strength of a Musketeer Battalion was 22 officers; 60 NCOs; an artillery NCO and 17 gunners; a battalion or regimental drummer, 14 other drummers, and a bugler; 50 Schuetzen; 600 privates, 50 reserves and ten sappers. Each of the ten platoons was made up of 20 files.

A Grenadier Battalion had 18 officers; 56 NCOs; an artillery NCO, and 17 gunners; a battalion drummer, 11 other drummers, a bugler and eight fifers; 40 Schuetzen; 600 privates, 40 reserves and eight sappers. Each of the eight platoons was made up of 25 files.

In addition to the above, each regiment had a depot battalion which from 5 January 1796 became known as the ‘3rd. Musketeer Battalion’. On mobilisation, these were brought up to full strength.

A Cabinet Order of 5 July 1806 laid down the organisation of an infantry regiment at three battalions each of four companies, and two companies of grenadiers. Only after the war of 1806 could this new organisation be achieved, and the third battalion consisted of light infantry.
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Private and officer of Regiment No.12, from Ramm’s ‘Tabellarische Nachweisung von allen Regimenter und Korps der koeniglich preussischen Armee’ (Berlin, 1800). The positioning of the loops and officer’s lace on these parade uniforms is fairly clear.

On the outbreak of war in 1806, the army consisted of:

4 battalions Guards—6 companies each

28 battalions Grenadiers—4 companies each

112 battalions Musketeers—5 companies each

The regiments were named after their colonels-in-chief, and at the outbreak of war, the following existed:

Infantry Regiments

No.  1  Graf Kunheim

No.  2  Ruechel

No.  3  Renouard

No.  4  Kalckreuth

No.  5  Kleist

No.  6  Grenadier-Gardebatallion

No.  7  Owstien

No.  8  Ruets

No.  9  Schenck

No.10  Wedell

No.11  Schoening

No.12  Herzog von Braunschweig-Oels

No.13  Arnim

No.14  Besser

No.15  Garde

No.16  Diericke

No.17  Treskow

No.18  Regiment des Koenigs

No.19  Prinz von Oranien

No.20  Prinz Louis Ferdinand

No.21  Herzog von Braunschweig

No.22  Pirch

No.23  Winning

No.24  Zenge

No.25  Moellendorff

No.26  Alt-Larisch

No.27  Tschammer

No.28  Malschitzky

No.29  Treunfels

No.30  Borcke

No.31  Kropff

No.32  Fuerst Hohenlohe

No.33  Alvensleben

No.34  Prinz Ferdinand

No.35  Prinz Heinrich

No.36  Puttkamer

No.37  Tschepe

No.38  Pelchrzim

No.39  Zastrow

No.40  Schimonsky

No.41  Lettow

No.42  Ploetz

No.43  Strachwitz

No.44  Hagken

No.45  Zweiffel

No.46  Thile

No.47  Grawert

No.48  Kurfuerst von Hessen

No.49  Mueffling

No.50  Sanitz

No.51  Kauffberg

No.52  Reinhart

No.53  Jung-Larisch

No.54  Natzmer

No.55  Manstein

No.56  Graf Tauentzien

No.57  Grevenitz

No.58  Courbière

No.59  Graf Wartensleben

No.60  Chlebowsky

The Grenadier Battalions, named after their commanding officers, were usually drawn from two regiments, hence the double number. At the outbreak of war in 1806, the following existed:

Grenadier Battalions

No.  1/13  Prinz August von Preussen

No.  2/11  Schlieffen

No.  3/21  Alt-Braun

No.  4/54  Vieregg

No.  5/20  Hanstein

No.  7/30  Schlieffen

No.  8/42  Massow

No.  9/44  Hallmann

No.10/41  Borstell

No.12/34  Huelsen

No.14/16  Fabecky

No.17/51  Schmeling

No.18/27  Rabiel

No.19/25  Knebel

No.22/36  Osten

No.23/26  Reinbaben

No.24/35  Gaudi

No.28/50  Borck

No.29/32  Hahn

No.31/46  Jung-Braun

No.33/47  Sack

No.37/57  Schack

No.38/49  Losthin

No.39       Kollin

No.40/43  Graf Dohna

No.45       Herwarth

No.48/59  Krafft

No.52/58  Brauchitsch

No.53/55  Crety
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Private and officer in the 1800 parade dress of Regiment Arnim (No.13)—from Ramm. Note the officer’s white neckstock.

The collapse of the army, the dispersal of its personnel, and the dismemberment of the state following the war of 1806/7 made it necessary to completely re-organise the army. From 1 January 1808, an infantry regiment was to consist of two Grenadier companies, two Musketeer Battalions and a Light (Fusilier) Battalion.
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Crown Prince of Prussia’s Regiment (No.18), 1797—from Thuemen. The private on guard duty is at the ‘present arms’, which is acknowledged by the officer raising his hat. Note that the officer wears the Pour le mérite, hanging much lower than was later common. His batman trails behind him, carrying his coat. Colour Plate E shows the later uniforms of this regiment.

The six Prussian regiments—‘vacant Ruechel’ (No.2), Prince Henry (No.11), ‘vacant Besser’ (No.14), Diericke (No.16), Hamberger (No.52) and Courbière (No.58)—received six light battalions of the 1st and 2nd East Prussian Fusilier Brigades, along with men from various 3rd Musketeer Battalions to make up their strengths.

A Silesian Infantry Battalion was formed from various Silesian and South Prussian troops, a Light Battalion Schuler and Ruehle and the Fusilier Battalion Danielewicz was re-formed into two companies. These troops were sent to Silesia.

In Pommerania, the Regiment ‘vacant Ruets’ (No.8) was joined with the Grenadier Battalion Wangenheim and the 1st Neumark Reserve Battalion.

Two regiments were formed from the famous garrison of Colberg which, under Gneisenau’s leadership, had successfully withstood the French. These were the Life Infantry Regiment and the Colberg Infantry Regiment. Each received two companies from the Grenadier Battalion Waldenfels. The Life Regiment also received the 2nd Pommeranian and 3rd Neumark Reserve Battalions and the Light Battalion von Schill; and the Colberg received the 3rd Musketeer Battalions of the Regiments Owstien (No.7) and ‘vacant Borcke’ (No.30), as well as Fusilier Battalion Moeller.

The remnants of the Potsdam garrison formed the Battalion of Foot Guards.

At this time, there were:

612 officers and 20,178 men in Prussia,

222 officers and   8,201 men in Pommerania,

242 officers and   8,313 men in Silesia.

It was planned to organise the army into six divisions each containing four infantry regiments; therefore, from September 1808, they received provincial names instead of the customary system of names taken from their colonels-in-chief. The following infantry regiments were founded:



	1st East Prussian
	from ‘vacant Ruechel’



	2nd East Prussian Prince Henry
	from Prince Henry



	3rd East Prussian
	from Stutterheim (previously ‘vacant Besser’)



	4th East Prussian
	from Diercke



	1st West Prussian
	from Hamberger



	2nd West Prussian
	from Courbière



	Life
	see above



	2nd Brandenburg
	from Pommeranians



	1st Pommeranian
	from ‘vacant Ruets’



	Colberg
	see above



	Silesian Infantry
	 



	Battalion
	 




However, the Convention of Paris of 8 September 1808 restricted the size of the army to a total of 42,000 men of which 22,000 were infantry. The planned six divisions were instead reduced to six brigades, and the 2nd Brandenburg Regiment was disbanded.

In November 1808 the Silesian infantry were organised into regiments as follows:

1st Silesian Infantry Regiment from two companies of the Grenadier Battalion Losthin (raised during the previous war); the Silesian Infantry Battalion; the half-strength Fusilier Battalion Danielewicz; the National Battalions Hahn (from June 1808, ‘Dresler’) and Falkenstein (from October 1808, ‘Count Hertzberg’); and the 3rd Musketeer Battalion of Regiment Sanitz (No.50). The light battalion was formed from the Battalion Schuler and two companies of the ‘National Jaeger Corps’. 2nd Silesian Infantry Regiment from the other two companies of Losthin; the 3rd, 4th and 5th Battalions of Alvensleben (No.33); the 3rd Battalion of Pelchrzim (No.38); the 3rd and 4th Battalions of Grawert (No.47); and the National Battalion Glan. The light battalion was formed from the ten remaining companies of light infantry.

The six peacetime brigades were organised as follows:

East Prussian Brigade

1st East Prussian Grenadier Battalion

1st East Prussian Infantry Regiment (No.1)

2nd East Prussian Infantry Regiment (No.3)

East Prussian Cuirassier Regiment (No.2)

Lithuanian Dragoon Regiment (No.3)

1st Life Hussar Regiment (No.1)

West Prussian Brigade

2nd East Prussian Grenadier Battalion

3rd East Prussian Infantry Regiment (No.4)

4th East Prussian Infantry Regiment (No.5)

2nd West Prussian Dragoon Regiment (No.4)

2nd Life Hussar Regiment (No.2)

1st Uhlan Regiment

Pommeranian Brigade

Pommeranian Grenadier Battalion

1st Pommeranian Infantry Regiment (No.2)

Colberg Infantry Regiment (No.10)

Queens Dragoon Regiment (No.1)

Brandenburg Dragoon Regiment (No.5)

Pommeranian Hussar Regiment (No.5)

Brandenburg Brigade

Foot Guard Regiment (No.8)

Guard Jaeger Battalion

Life Grenadier Battalion

Life Infantry Regiment (No.9)

Regiment Garde du Corps (No.3)

Life Uhlan Squadron

Brandenburg Cuirassier Regiment (No.4)

1st Brandenburg Hussar Regiment (No.3)

2nd Brandenburg Hussar Regiment (No.7)
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A Prussian cartridge box of about 1800, with a brass plate on the flap bearing a fairly crudely stamped eagle relief.

Lower Silesian Brigade

West Prussian Grenadier Battalion

1st West Prussian Infantry Regiment (No.6)

2nd West Prussian Infantry Regiment (No.7)

East Prussian Jaeger Battalion

1st West Prussian Dragoon Regiment (No.2)

Neumark Dragoon Regiment (No.6)

2nd Uhlan Regiment

Upper Silesian Brigade

Silesian Grenadier Battalion

1st Silesian Infantry Regiment (No.11)

2nd Silesian Infantry Regiment (No.12)

Silesian Schuetzen Battalion

Silesian Cuirassier Regiment (No.1)

1st Silesian Hussar Regiment (No.4)

2nd Silesian Hussar Regiment (No.6)

The numbers given in brackets after the regiments tended not to be used in practice: use of the provincial name alone was preferred. The fact that a number of regiments appear in brigades other than those of their province was due to the reorganisation caused by the Treaty of Paris.

Russia 1812–13

Some 14,000 infantry went with the Auxiliary Corps of the Grande Armée to Russia in 1812. This consisted of ad hoc regiments, assembled out of battalions combined from the Line regiments as follows:
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The gala uniform of Regiment No.18—now the King’s Regiment—in 1805, in another plate by Thuemen. Note the different ‘present arms’ positions adopted by the officer, the NCO (left background, with spontoon) and the privates, and cf. Plate E.

No.1—II/1st East Prussian, I/2nd East Prussian, Fus/1st East Prussian

No.2—I/3rd East Prussian, I & Fus/4th East Prussian

No.3—II/1st Pommeranian, I/Colberg, Fus/1st Pommeranian

No.4—Life Regiment

No.5—I/1st West Prussian, I & Fus/2nd West Prussian

No.6—II/1st Silesian, II & Fus/2nd Silesian

(NB: I = 1st Batallion, II = 2nd Battalion, Fus = Fusilier (Light) Battalion)

Each Musketeer Battalion consisted of 758 officers and men; each Fusilier Battalion, 762.

1813–14

On mobilisation in spring 1813, the Line battalions were brought up to a strength of 801 officers and men, the grenadiers to 805. A number of reserve battalions were formed based around the cadres of trained men built up using the ‘Kruemper’ system. The restrictions of the ‘Canton’ system of recruitment were lifted on 9 February 1813 and, in effect, universal conscription was introduced. A militia was founded on 17 March. The Prussian Army had thus become a ‘mass conscript army’.

During the Armistice of Plaeswitz in the summer of 1813 the Foot Guard Regiment was removed from the Line, causing the regiments below it to be re-numbered, and allowing a new Brandenburg Infantry Regiment (No.12) to be formed from the first two reserve battalions of the Life Regiment and the 3rd Battalion of the 1st West Prussians. A second regiment of Foot Guards was raised from the ‘Normal’ Infantry Battalion (a drill demonstration unit raised in 1811), the 1st Battalion of the Colberg and the Fusilier Battalion of the Life Regiment. The latter two battalions were replaced from various reserve




	  2 Foot Guard Regiments

  2 Grenadier Regiments

32 Line Regiments
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	in a total of 18 brigades









	Nos.13 to 24
	—Reserve Infantry Regiments 1 to 12.



	No.25
	—Luetzow’s Infantry



	No.26
	—Elbe Infantry Regiment



	No.27
	—Reiche’s Jaeger, Hellwig’s Infantry, Reserve Battalion of the Elbe Regiment, 7th Replacement Battalion



	No.28

No.29 [image: image]
	—Berg Infantry Regiments



	No.30

No.31 [image: image]
	—German Legion, formerly the Russo-German Legion



	No.32
	—from men of the Elbe, Westphalian and Saxon militia. The Saxons in this regiment mutinied and so it was broken up and reformed in November 1815.
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