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  Alpha Squad has received its very first assignment and recruit Adam King is excited to jump head-first into the action. When the team arrive in the shifter refugee camp in Sevenoaks to investigate some attacks on the local population, the evidence seems clear: the attacker they are looking for is a shifter. And one in particular keeps popping up in suspicious circumstances; Felicity Weir, who works in the camp. There’s just one catch: Adam’s inner bear insists that Felicity is his mate, so he cannot endanger her no matter how badly he wants Alpha Squad to succeed.


  Bear shifter Felicity Weir has been looking after the shifter refugees camping near Sevenoaks ever since they started streaming in from Europe some months ago. She is determined to serve, to help these displaced people build a new home and future for themselves. The attacks began with livestock in the local villages; animals that look like they have been mauled by a large predator. Soon after, humans are attacked as well. All the evidence points toward the refugees, but Felicity cannot accept that one of their own would do something like that.


  With Alpha Squad and the local police hot on their heels, Felicity and Adam must join forces to prove her innocence before public opinion turns against the shifters, and worse, their chances for a happy future together are destroyed.


  This story is intended for adult audiences only.


  Did you know that before Alpha Squad, there were the Scottish Werebears? Check outScottish Werebear: An Unexpected Affairto find out where it all began.
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  Adam King could hardly contain his excitement during the five hour drive to Sevenoaks. This was their first assignment. The first time Alpha Squad had been sent off-base on official business. Even the cramped conditions in the back of the squad Land Rover weren't enough to dampen his spirits.


  They’d made it. After seemingly endless weeks of training and numerous tests and challenges, followed by a month-and-a-half of waiting around for their first deployment, they were a real task force. This was their chance to prove themselves.


  And with that, it was also the first time Adam felt he had become part of something bigger than just himself. He was part of a team which could really change the world. As such, he would do everything in his power to ensure he and his team mates did not fail this first real-world challenge.


  "What are you smiling about?" Eric—Adam's older brother and superior on the squad—asked.


  Adam scanned the inside of the vehicle. Three pairs of eyes were fixed on him.


  Along with Eric, there was Cooper—the human Border Force agent who had struggled the most throughout Alpha Squad's training—and Blackwood, a slightly naive but nice enough werewolf from the Rannoch clan up in Scotland.


  Meanwhile, Bentley—the oldest and by far the grumpiest human of the group—was doing his best to ignore the goings-on inside the Land Rover. He was probably still raw about being passed over for second-in-command. His previous experience in the Special Forces had instilled within him a sense of superiority and entitlement, which made it difficult for Adam to sympathize with him.


  The remaining two team members and only females on the squad were their leader, Major Janine Williams, and her petite and somewhat shy assistant, Private Callahan. They sat in the front cab of the vehicle, out of view.


  Adam shrugged.


  "It's good to finally be off-base, isn't it?" he asked. Of course, that was only a small part of why he felt so cheerful, but he'd never been one to share his thoughts and emotions. Least of all with his older brother.


  "It's been a long time coming," Eric agreed and sat back, folding his hands.


  "What do you think we're meant to be doing in Kent?" Cooper, the only human other than Bentley asked.


  "Help out with the refugees, I dunno," Adam said. "I'm sure you know everything already, don't you, bro?"


  Eric closed his eyes. "We'll all be briefed by local police when we get there. But I can tell you that yes, it does kind of relate to the refugee camp."


  Adam shrugged again. Eric had always been the more serious one. It did not come as much of a surprise that he was unwilling to share what he knew.


  "I've never been to Kent," Blackwood, the wolf, said. "What's it like?"


  Adam stared at him for a moment. He was an odd guy, that wolf. From their previous interactions, Adam had already found out that Blackwood had grown up in a very different place than the rest of them. Wolves famously kept to themselves. And Blackwood's pack, which made its home somewhere in some remote Scottish forest, was no different.


  "I dunno, it's like any other place in England. Lots of greenery," Cooper spoke up. "The seaside's nice."


  Adam leaned forward, attempting to catch some of the views outside the window. There was precious little greenery to be found. Perhaps things would improve once they got off the motorway.
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  Once they finally left the motorway and entered the town, the scenery improved only slightly before deteriorating yet again. As their vehicle headed straight for the local police station, an unwanted welcome committee had already arrived, clogging up part of the road. Considering the size of the modest town, a largish crowd had gathered outside the station, carrying banners and shouting slogans.


  'Send them back!'


  'Protect our children!'


  'Sevenoaks for humans, not animals!'


  These were just some of the messages these supposedly concerned citizens were trying to spread. Adam inhaled sharply and kept his eyes fixed on the ground as he and the rest of the team disembarked. Although he had grown up in the city, his base instincts still did not appreciate crowds, especially not angry mobs. It was obvious that whatever they’d been called in for had the local populace sufficiently riled up that matters could escalate at any moment.


  The team, led by Major Williams and Eric, carved a path through the protesters, marching straight for the front door where two skittish looking policemen waited.


  "Alpha Squad. Here to see your chief." Major Williams flashed her ID.


  The policemen exchanged a sheepish look.


  "What's Alpha Squad?" one of them said after a short pause. His question was hardly audible over the chanting mob behind them.


  Adam glanced over at the major, who had adopted an imposing stance with her legs planted squarely and shoulders pulled back. Although he could not see her expression, she would undoubtedly be annoyed already. Although limited, any interaction he'd had with her throughout boot camp clearly demonstrated that she did not appreciate having her authority questioned, least of all by two lowly local policemen.


  "We are here on official business and your chief is expecting us," she snapped. "Step aside or I'll have your jobs."


  Another confused look and short pause later, and finally the two men gave in and opened the doors for Major Williams and the rest of the squad.


  Even after the team entered the building and the doors closed behind them, the chants from the angry crowd outside could still be heard. As uncomfortable as Adam had felt outside, it was worse now. They were in unknown territory and surrounded by enemies. And although they had trained for a lot of things during boot camp, this was something else entirely.


  "Major Williams, Alpha Squad," the major introduced herself at the reception desk while the rest of the team, including Adam, stood by sheepishly.


  The man in his early twenties who sat behind the counter blinked a few times, then looked around, as though someone would magically show up to tell him what to do. When no help was forthcoming, he picked up the phone from his desk and turned around, cupping the receiver in his hand, possibly to muffle the sound. That made no difference to Adam's super-human hearing, of course.


  "Yes, I have some people here. Alpha Squad. Yes, Sir. No problem, Sir."


  The young policeman looked even more flustered when he finally turned around again.


  "I do apologize. Please go inside."


  Major Williams didn't hesitate. She went straight for the doors toward the left of the reception desk and led the whole team into the heart of the police station. The spacious room was abuzz with activity. There were uniformed policemen as well as those in civilian clothes. On top of that, there were also a fair number of people who seemed to be either suspects or witnesses.


  It was especially the latter group of bystanders who eyed Alpha Squad apprehensively, almost fearfully. Adam looked down at himself and suddenly felt conscious of his own uniform. All black commando gear, combined with his already imposing stature… All of it was a bit over the top. The shock he could see in people's eyes told him as much.


  "Major Williams," a rotund middle aged man said, approaching the team, his hand held out in greeting. "Chief Inspector Huddersfield."


  The major accepted the gesture and nodded. "My team is at your service and ready to get to work straight away."


  "All in good time. Why don't you make yourselves at home first? Have a cup of tea after your long drive down from…"


  Major Williams didn't answer directly. Perhaps she intended for the location of their base to remain a secret. "I can assure you we are well rested. If we can get the briefing underway, and get ourselves set up in a suitable workspace, we'll be out of your hair in no time."


  Adam instinctively glanced at the Chief Inspector's receding hairline as the major finished speaking. An unfortunate turn of phrase.


  "Very well," the man conceded. "I'll have my lead detective on the case hold the briefing."


  The major nodded, and the whole team watched as Chief Inspector Huddersfield marched off and disappeared in one of the offices leading off from the room they found themselves in.


  The conversation had been civil and polite, at least on the outside, but Adam had picked up on an undercurrent of something else. The man did not seem pleased with the squad's arrival here.


  Neither did the rest of the force. Although the initial shock had passed, and the various police officers had resumed their regular work, the little glances and whispered exchanges around them spoke volumes.


  They were not welcome here.


  Adam glanced sideways at Major Williams, who stood confidently in the center of the room as though
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  Thomas Blackwood had started his day bright and early. He had a spring in his step and a boatload of energy and excitement fueling him. It was the end of March and spring had finally sprung, though that wasn't the reason he was pumped.


  Today was a significant day, in a way. It felt a bit silly to acknowledge it out loud—the guys would no doubt make fun of him if he did—so he'd kept it to himself.


  It was Alpha Squad's six month anniversary.


  The squad had been through a few ups and downs together, but they'd always come out on top. He was proud to be a part of it.


  Sure, he was technically working for a different master, but it hadn't interfered with his team duties at all. Alpha Blackwood had wanted reports on the squad's various missions, and he'd provided them.


  No harm, no foul.


  Better yet, after a slightly rough start, which saw the humans and shifters on the team pitched against one another, they’d begun to work together better and better with each deployment. He’d started to develop a kind of kinship with the other team members; he'd begun to trust them like he did members of his own clan back in Rannoch.


  This morning was special in another way too. Today, they'd welcome another recruit onto the team. Sean McMillan, the human/bear shifter hybrid who’d helped the squad out in Sevenoaks some months back.


  Negotiations had taken a while, but Major Williams had finally managed to convince the man to join their ranks. Although technically wolves and bears were natural enemies, Thomas had never really understood the basis of this centuries old rivalry. He certainly didn't jump to conclusions or judge people by their species. Another team member was a positive as far as he was concerned, no matter his origins.


  And as such, he was excited for the newcomer's arrival, perhaps more so than any of the other guys.


  Really, there was just one factor which could dampen his mood this morning and that was even more embarrassing to admit than any of this other stuff combined.


  Private Callahan.


  The petite and quiet assistant to Major Williams was a constant influence on his mood. He couldn't explain quite how it worked, but every time Thomas caught a glimpse of her, his heart sang. If she inadvertently looked in his direction, his nerves surged.


  If by chance she failed to cross paths with him on any given day, his day was essentially ruined.


  He'd admired her from afar ever since his arrival on base all those months ago. It was a bit creepy, how fixated he was on her. Like a stalker, he watched out for her, and often caught himself when his eyes lingered on her just a bit too long for comfort.


  At least nobody had suspected anything, except maybe the object of his desire herself.


  Private Callahan had barely spoken a word to him in six months. She made sure never to come too near or be alone with him. Whenever he was around, she seemed to act as though he was infected with a dangerous disease. She wasn't all wrong, of course. Even though she was only human, her instincts had picked up on his obsession and as a result, she was always on defense with him.


  He wasn't sure whether to be impressed by her keen intuition or feel slighted.


  Still, no matter how frustrated he sometimes became by her standoffish behavior, he could not hold it against her for long. She remained ever-perfect; a brunette goddess without a single flaw. In his mind, she could do no wrong; it was him who was at fault. He’d brought all of this on himself by acting like a complete tool around her.


  "Blackwood, report to Major Williams' office," a stern voice interrupted his thoughts. He looked up to find Eric King, the major's second-in-command, staring at him with his arms folded.


  "I'll be right there," Thomas mumbled, while avoiding eye contact with the bear shifter, as was wolf custom when addressed by one's superiors.


  For but a split second, he wondered what the major wanted to see him about. The second and much more pressing thing on his mind was whether Private Callahan would be in Major Williams' office. He hoped so.


  *** Want to read the rest?Buy now***


  About the Author


  Dear Reader,


  Thanks for reading Alpha Squad: Friends & Foes. This is the second book in the Alpha Squad series, which serves as a spin-off to my well received Scottish Werebears series, which came out in 2015-2016. If you enjoy Vampire Romances as well, you might also want to check out my Vampires of London series in which I currently have three titles out; Alexander's Blood Bride and Michael's Soul Mate. Scroll down for links to buy.


  I may have only released my first book under this name in 2015, but I'm not new to writing in general. In fact, my mom still tells me to this day about how I would make up stories, and attempt to record them in my clumsy, shaky handwriting from the moment I learned to read and write. From there I went on to write fan fiction and other stuff meant for my own eyes only, until 2012, when I began to write erotica and contemporary romance.


  I've always enjoyed stories of the fantastic and paranormal. Vampires, shape shifters, witches and magic, all featured in the books I loved the most, even when I was still growing up. But it wasn't until much later that I got into paranormal romance. One of the first writers (an independent author just like me!) I came across was Tina Folsom, via her Scanguards Vampire series. I was hooked.


  From there I went on to read more and more, until I found a new kind of hero I loved: bear shifters, like the kind written by Milly Taiden, Zoe Chant, and T.S. Joyce. What I love about bears is how they can be all strong and independent, a bit reclusive, and almost grumpy, but they always end up having a heart of gold (plus they tend to know their food, and we all know that a man who can cook is doubly sexy). All that (except for the shifting into a powerful bear) almost exactly describes the sort of man I ended up falling for and marrying in real life, so it's no surprise that this is what I started my paranormal romance career with.


  As thing stand right now, I plan to release all of my work on all major ebook retailers. Most titles are also available as paperbacks, as well as in audio, as length permits.



  To find out more, check:


  LoreleiMoone.com(Paranormal Romance) andLMoone.com(Contemporary/Erotic Romance)


  Sign up to my mailing listand be among the first to find out about new releases and sales,


  or get in touch viaFacebookor email atinfo@loreleimoone.com


  x Lorelei
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