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Anna and her mother, Maria Lovisa Svensdotter Andersson

Anna Matilda Anderson was born 26 January 1878, in Björklund, Furingstad, Ostergotland, Sweden. She and her sister, Ida, immigrated to the United States of America in May of 1888. Anna married David Peter Soffe, 4 April 1899 in the Salt Lake Temple. They had six children and 18 grandchildren. Anna is the author’s great-great aunt. She died 15 April 1963 in Bountiful, Utah. She rests alongside her husband in the Salt Lake City
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from home all day and into the night,
even when her children were sick
‘When Ida got scatlet fever and had to
stay in the hospital, her mother would.
walk ten miles to the hospital o visit
her, then walk back home again. She

made this trip many times.
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Paniig i b avne; ehe eache vrped

away Annd tears. Speaking in Swedish, she told
Anna, “I was awakened from my sleep over and over.
Images of arriving immigrants raced through my

mind, and I couldrit go back to sleep. I felt I must
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A.nm\ and her sister sailed on a big boal for the

United States in May 1888. On the dock, Anna’s

‘mother wept as she said goodbye to her girls. “These

are tears of joy?” she told them, wrapping Anna tightly
th her own tattered shawl. Annais tears fell too. She

wondered if she would ever see her mother again.
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Wohen Anna was ten years old, her

sister, Ida, was offered a job working for a
family in America, They even paid for a boat
ticket. Anna’s mother wanted Anna to have
a better life too, She had just enough money
saved to send Anna to live with an aunt in
Salt Lake City, Utah. She told Anna how
exciled she was for her daughters to go to
America. “You will learn English and have

so many adventures” she said.
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Once in America, the sisters traveled

by train to Ogden, Utah, where Ida

headed to her new job in Tdaho. Anna was

to continue by hersell to Salt Lake Gily,
ere her aunt was supposed to meet her

at the train station.






d2d_images/image002.jpg
Wiea donsiimilyjoineds

different church, people treated her
family badly. Life became very difficalt—
few people would let Anna’s mother
work for them. Even their friends turned
against them. Anna and her family had
to leave their little home and move to

the city.

B
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was a young girl who lived in Sweden in
the 1880s. Her family had a two-room
house, a tiny plot of ground with fruit

trees, and a pretty flowerbed. They had a

chicken and some rabbits. Because they

were poor, Anna's mother had (o sell the
eggs, apples, plums—and sometimes a
rabbit—in the city. Anna and her older
sister, Ida, picked beautiful wildflowers

to sell for one or tywo pennies a bunch.
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Clmstm.u was a wonderful time. ‘The family would picl

a pretty pine tree in the woods, Annas mother bought cakes
and candies to trim it, She also brought beautiful paper home
from the city and helped her children make decorations.
Neighbors went from house (o house to see each Christmas
tree. Annis mother's touch usually made their tree a favorite.
On Christmas mornings the family urose early and it the
candles on the tree so people could sec it in the window on
their way to church, The family attended the beautiful Lutheran

Church in Furingstad.
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T ssen gt o st

before midnight, but Annas aunt was not
there fo meet her. Standing alone, Anna
pulled her mother’s shasel around her. She
watched with dread as the other passengers
left the station. She knew no one, and

couldn't even ask for help, because she didn't

speak English.
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g to whiies the temple

‘being built, Anna heard rapid footsteps. A
yman was hurrying toward them, looking

at each person she passed. Anma met the

swoman's searching gaze. The woman smiled at

her and stopped. Surprised, Anna recognized

the woman—she was her Sunday School

teacher who had lefl Sweden a year earlier!
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Seeing Anna's pl

ight, they motioned for her
ollow them. Anna followed, clutching her
traveling bag. She walked slowly, unsure

what would happen to her.
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unday School teacher brought Anna
toher own house. Later, Anna was reunited with
her aunt, who had not received the letter with
Anna’s arrival date. Anna and her sister soon had
enough money to send to their mother so she
could join them in America. How happy they
were to be together again!

Anna did learn English. But her Swedish prayer
in the train station would forever be a special

memory. She had only asked for someone who

could understand her, but Heavenly Father sent

someone who loved her.
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Wiesiunessanon sty ety otpéoples

Anna began (o cry. Then she remembered something
her mother told her before she left: “If

place where people can't understand you, don't

to pray to your Father in Heaven. He understands
you” Anna knelt by her traveling bag and pleaded for
help. She desperately needed someone who

understood and spoke Swedish.
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