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Intro
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It’s hard not to fall in love with the adorable kangaroo. Like much of Australia’s wildlife, kangaroos are unique. Their joeys live in pouches, they hop to get around, and they can freeze their embryos. Crazy, right? 

We’re going to learn more about these facts and much more. And don’t forget to test yourself in our kangaroo quiz at the end. 

Are you ready? Let’s go.
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Let’s hop in.
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What are kangaroos, and where do they live?

Kangaroos belong to the marsupial group of animals, which are part of the macropod family. 

Macropod means ‘big foot’.

• • •
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You can recognise a marsupial because it carries its young in a pouch. Other marsupials include koalas, wombats, and the Tasmanian devil.

• • •
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The kangaroo is the largest of the marsupials.
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Eastern grey kangaroos.
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Kangaroos are mammals, meaning they give birth to live young—although in a much different way than other mammals.

• • •
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Kangaroos are indigenous to Australia and New Guinea, meaning that they can’t be found in the wild anywhere else in the world. 

• • •
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It’s hard to get an exact number, but it’s estimated that over 34 million kangaroos live in Australia—that’s higher than the human population!
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A red kangaroo flexing his muscles.
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Kangaroos live in groups called ‘mobs’.

• • •
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There are typically around ten females, one or two males in a mob, and the joeys.

• • •
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The members of a mob are very caring towards each other. They will groom each other and protect one another from danger.
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Kangaroos are very social creatures, so they’re rarely found alone. Their mobs can be up to 100 kangaroos.
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Kangaroos don’t like to go too far from home. Their home territory is relatively small, but they will travel further if there isn’t enough food.
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There are four main species of kangaroo: the red kangaroo, the eastern grey kangaroo, the western grey kangaroo, and the antilopine kangaroo. So let’s take a closer look at them.
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RED KANGAROO 
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Scientific name: Osphranter rufus

The red kangaroo — sometimes called the red giant kangaroo — is the largest kangaroo species and the largest marsupial in the world. 

They are very powerful and muscular, and you can often see them boxing each other. It is best not to approach them in the wild as they have been known to try and box humans, too!
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Distribution of the Red Kangaroo. 

Source: Natural Earth and Myself
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Red kangaroos can be quite large. For example, a male can reach a height of 2 metres (6ft 7in) and weigh 90 kg (200 lb).

They mostly live in the hot desert and arid regions of Central Australia. They enjoy eating shrubs and occasionally insects.
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Males have reddish-brown coats, while females have blue-grey fur. They have large pointy ears and a square-shaped noses.

Female red kangaroos are lighter and faster than males. Because of this and their blue-coloured fur, they are often called ‘blue fliers’.

A unique trait of the red kangaroo is that the females have been known to adopt another female’s joeys. 

Red kangaroos usually live in smaller groups than other kangaroos. For example, between 2-4 members in a mob are standard.
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ANTILOPINE KANGAROO
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Scientific name: Osphranter antilopinus

Antilopine kangaroos live in the hills of tropical northern Australia. They are slightly smaller, less muscular than red kangaroos, and incredibly fast.

It is easy to tell the male and female antilopine kangaroos apart.
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Distribution of the Antilopine Kangaroo. 

Source: Natural Earth and Myself
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Males have reddish-coloured coats, while females are brown and grey. Also, male antilopine kangaroos are much larger than females.

Antilopine kangaroos are grazers, meaning they spend much of their time eating. Like all kangaroos, they are herbivores.

As they live in a scorching climate, you can often find groups of them gathering around a waterhole to stay cool and hydrated.
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They have several sounds to communicate with each other. For example, a hiss is used as an alarm, while a mother may speak to her joeys with a soft cluck.

Antilopine kangaroos can give birth at any time of the year, but they prefer to do it before the wet season starts.

There is no shortage of antilopine kangaroos in the wild! They are not listed as threatened by the IUCN and are pretty easy to spot if you are in their area.
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WESTERN GREY KANGAROO
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Scientific name: Macropus fuliginosus

Western grey kangaroos are primarily found in southern Australia and on Kangaroo Island. 

They live in all sorts of habitats, including wooded, coastal, and even urban areas. The south of Australia is much milder than the tropical north, where the antilopine kangaroos live.
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Distribution of the Western Grey Kangaroo. 

Source: Natural Earth and Myself
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It is quite normal to see kangaroos around the cities of Adelaide and Perth, for example.

Western grey kangaroos have brown coats and paler-coloured chests. They are smaller than red kangaroos. Male western grey kangaroos can be up to twice the size of females. 
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It can be quite hard to distinguish between a western and eastern grey kangaroo. However, western grey kangaroos are usually slightly darker and sometimes have a blackish patch around their elbows.

Although Aboriginal Australians have lived with western grey kangaroos for thousands of years, Europeans only discovered them in 1802 when explorer Matthew Flinders landed on Kangaroo Island, south of Adelaide.
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EASTERN GREY KANGAROO
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Scientific name: Macropus giganteus

Eastern grey kangaroos are sometimes called the forester kangaroo or the great grey kangaroo. 

The eastern grey kangaroo is the most commonly spotted in the wild, as they live along the entire eastern coastline of Australia, where most of the human population lives.
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Distribution of the Eastern Grey Kangaroo. 

Source: Natural Earth and Myself
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They are the only kangaroo species that live in the island state of Tasmania.

They look very similar to western grey kangaroos, except they have paler faces and a black tip on the end of their tails. Although not as large as red kangaroos, they can still weigh up to 66kg (146lb) and stand almost 2m (6ft 7in) high.

Female eastern grey kangaroos are usually much smaller than males.

––––––––
[image: ]


[image: image]

––––––––
[image: ]


Unlike red kangaroos, eastern grey kangaroos love living in areas with a lot of rainfall.

They prefer to live in areas with lots of trees but can also be found in grassy areas.

There are two subspecies of eastern grey species, one of which can only be found on the island state of Tasmania.
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Kangaroos: Their Biology and Eating Habits
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Let’s look at kangaroo biology, lifestyle, and food.
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Kangaroos have powerful hind legs and short arms. Their back legs are what help them to jump so high.

• • •
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Their second and third claws on their hind legs are joined together, which creates a unique cleaning claw. Koalas also have this.

• • •
[image: ]


Their front paws are very dexterous, meaning they can use them for grabbing and holding things, including food.
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Kangaroos are the only large animals in the world that use hopping to get around.
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An average red kangaroo hops at a speed of 20–25 km/h (12–16 mph). But they can go double that speed over short distances if necessary.

• • •
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Kangaroos can jump up to seven metres (23 feet) in the air!

• • •
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Although it varies between species, kangaroos live until around the age of 6 in the wild. In captivity, they may live to be over 20 years old.
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Kangaroos don’t have many natural predators. 

• • •
[image: ]


Animals that have been introduced into Australia, such as foxes and feral cats and dogs, are a problem for kangaroos. But they can put up a good fight if attacked!

• • •
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Like humans, cats, and many other animals, Kangaroos have single-chambered stomachs.
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Kangaroos will sometimes regurgitate their food and chew it again before finally digesting it.

• • •
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Kangaroos are very strict herbivores, meaning that they only eat plants.

• • •
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Although all kangaroos are herbivores, different species have quite different diets.

Eastern grey kangaroos eat primarily grasses, while red kangaroos eat more shrubs. Smaller kangaroos will also eat mushrooms.

• • •
[image: ]


Because of the hot climate in much of Australia, you’ll usually find kangaroos
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