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I dedicate this book to all those who’ve fought, suffered, and, unfortunately, died from this 

horrible illness called lupus. 

I live each day carrying your burden and fighting to find a cure for what I share with you. 

—Sherard 

Other Books by This Author 

●​ The Fashion Bible: The 10 Things You Need to Know 

About the Fashion Industry – A guide offering insider 

knowledge and practical advice for aspiring models and 

fashion professionals.​

Written in 2005 – Sharing experiences and lessons learned 

from my early years in the entertainment and fashion 

industries. 
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"Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will 

succeed." 

— Proverbs 16:3 
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Poem: Written by Sherard Sharpe 

In One Moment 

Only for a moment, we are here in this life,​

Fighting through the toils, the ups and downs, and strife. 

We grind, kick, scratch, and claw,​

To somehow grapple for that one last straw. 

Thinking we’ll always have enough time to spend and repent,​

Never knowing it can all be gone in one moment... 

Book Description 

Beyond the Mic: The Hard Facts About the Entertainment 

Industry by Sherard Sharpe is more than a memoir—it is a guide, 

a mentor, and a lifeline for anyone daring to pursue their dreams 

in the entertainment world. Drawing from decades of experience 

as a model, actor, television host, and talent manager, Sherard 

shares the unfiltered realities of Hollywood, from the dazzling 

highs to the harsh truths behind the scenes. 

Filled with candid advice, inspiring stories, and faith-driven 

wisdom, this book prepares aspiring actors, singers, performers, 

and industry professionals for the challenges and opportunities 

that await them. Sherard offers practical guidance on navigating 

auditions, managing contracts, maintaining integrity, and surviving 

the highly competitive worlds of fashion, film, and television. 

Perfect as a graduation gift, career guide, or resource for 

performing arts schools and academies, Beyond the Mic 

equips young artists and seasoned dreamers alike with the 

knowledge, confidence, and spiritual insight needed to pursue 

their calling without compromise. With lessons on faith, 

perseverance, and discernment, this book is an invaluable 

companion for anyone ready to chase their dreams while staying 

true to themselves. 

Whether you are stepping onto a stage for the first time, 

auditioning for your dream role, or simply seeking inspiration from 

someone who has lived the journey, Beyond the Mic is a treasure 

trove of experience, guidance, and encouragement that will stay 

with you long after the last page is turned. 
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I wrote this book because I am passionate about the 

entertainment industry—and more importantly, I am passionate 

about the people who dream of making it in that world. Hollywood 

is a place of immense opportunity, but it is also a place of 

tremendous challenge. For the bright-eyed, ambitious, and 

talented artist, it can feel like the world is at your fingertips—but 

the reality is much more complex. There are pitfalls, distractions, 

and obstacles that can derail even the most gifted individual. 

I have walked the path I now write about. I have seen the highs 

and the lows, the doors that opened wide and the doors that 

slammed shut. I have faced rejection, competition, and moments 

when I questioned whether it was worth it. Yet through it all, I 

have learned lessons that cannot be taught in a classroom or 

handed down in a single interview. These lessons are 

earned—sometimes painfully—and they are worth sharing. That 

is why I felt compelled to write this book: to lend my voice and my 

experience to anyone willing to listen. 

This book is for the young person arriving in Hollywood with 

dreams bigger than their bank account, their resume, or even 

their understanding of the industry. It is for the individual who has 

decided to leave everything familiar behind to pursue a calling 

that is as thrilling as it is uncertain. It is also for the person who 

has lived life, perhaps faced setbacks or detours, and still feels 

that pull—the desire to stop everything else and go after the 

dream that refuses to let go. 

I want to encourage you, educate you, and caution you. I want to 

give you a realistic view of what to expect and, more importantly, 

equip you with the tools you will need to maneuver and survive. 

This book is not just about glamour or fame; it is about strategy, 

faith, integrity, and resilience. It is about understanding the 

landscape before stepping onto it, knowing what to watch for, and 

knowing how to protect yourself—spiritually, emotionally, and 

professionally. 

My journey began in Chicago, a city filled with talent and 

opportunity, yet also with barriers that test a young artist at every 

turn. From the early days of modeling, auditioning, and taking 

small steps toward recognition, I learned that success is rarely 

immediate. There are gatekeepers, trends, biases, and cultural 

norms that can either help or hinder your path. I experienced both 

acceptance and exclusion, and I saw firsthand the sacrifices that 

others made to climb the ladder. Some did it wisely, some did 

not—and the lessons of both have shaped my perspective. 

In these pages, I will share my experiences across two of the 

most competitive fields in the entertainment industry: modeling 

and television. I will talk about what it takes to navigate these 

worlds, what is demanded of you, and what is at stake. I will share 

stories of triumph, of moments when doors opened that I could 

never have imagined, and of heartbreak when opportunities were 

lost or denied. Most importantly, I will show how faith, 

discernment, and integrity provided a guiding light, keeping me 

grounded even when the pressures of the industry threatened to 

pull me off course. 

This book is more than a memoir; it is a lifeline. It is a handbook 

for survival and a blueprint for maintaining your values while 

pursuing your dreams. It is a voice of experience that you can 

lean on before stepping onto a stage, into an audition, or onto the 

set of your first professional opportunity. Too often, young artists 

enter Hollywood unprepared for the realities they will face. My 

hope is that by sharing my journey—the successes, the setbacks, 

and the spiritual guidance—I can help you enter with eyes wide 

open, ready to face the challenges and seize the opportunities 

that lie ahead. 

I want you to leave these pages with more than inspiration. I want 

you to leave with a clear understanding of what it takes to 

succeed without compromising your faith, your morals, or your 

vision. Hollywood may be a place of bright lights and glitz, but it is 

also a place where dreams can be stolen, where integrity can be 

tested, and where fame can come at a high cost. My goal is to 

prepare you, to equip you, and to give you the courage to pursue 

your calling while staying true to yourself. 

Finally, I want to make one thing clear: you are capable, you are 

worthy, and your dreams are valid. But the path to realizing those 

dreams is neither simple nor easy. It requires preparation, 

discipline, patience, and faith. It requires learning from those who 

have walked before you and listening to the wisdom they offer. 

And most importantly, it requires trusting that God has a plan for 

you—a plan that is far greater than any single opportunity, 

contract, or accolade. 

So, as you turn these pages, I invite you to step into this journey 

with me. Walk through my experiences, my triumphs, my failures, 

and my reflections. Let them teach you, guide you, and inspire 

you. Let them be the voice that whispers, “You can do this—but 

do it with faith, integrity, and purpose.” 

Hollywood is waiting. Your dream is calling. Let this book be your 

guide as you prepare to step into the world you were born to 

conquer. 

—Sherard Sharpe 
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