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A frosted heart

MATTHEW 24: 11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.

When winter sets in and the temperatures drop, we see the first signs of frost. We also, as believers, must be aware that our hearts do not become frozen and cold.

Indeed, many Christians today are allowing their hearts to become cold because iniquity abounds, and we have allowed our love to grow cold, for we have not sought fully and completely after the Lord, and we have allowed our hearts to become cold by our pursuit of selfish desires and wants. How we constantly follow after the perishable things of this world, instead of the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 6), and so cause the love for Christ Jesus to become cold. We sadly have many Christians setting their affections not on Christ Jesus but on the material things of this world.

Jesus Christ gave us a very clear warning that in the last days, the love of many would grow cold. This warning is imperative that we all watch and take heed that we don’t become part of those who fulfil this Scripture. Regardless of who we are, we can all easily fall into this trap of a love that waxes cold.

Indeed, how this world is simply giving Christians a fake love - a love for this world - and as such killing the love of Christ in the believers. We are to take heed because those who burn not with the passion with the Lord are in danger of becoming cold in the grip of spiritual winter.

This coldness of Matthew 24 is in context with the rise of false prophets who come to deceive many. Deception will be accompanied by the coldness and lukewarmness of a Christian. Deception will not come upfront as ‘deception’ but rather as a cover-up. Many times deception comes wrapped in half-truth and half-lies. The devil will use the half-truth as a packaging mechanism to sell his lies to the church. However, we are to reject all false doctrines and expose them as false, having nothing to do with them.

The deception in this day and age is to sell sin, lies, and evil as being ‘okay’ and normal, not just in the world but in the Church, too. Remember, it takes little poison in food or a drink to kill you. The Bible identifies the period of time in which iniquity shall abound, thus the love of many shall grow cold. We live in a time when evil abounds... the Lord Jesus Christ was giving us a warning that when we see the rise of false prophets and the abounding of iniquity, then we are to take heed that we don’t get caught up in false doctrines from false prophets and thus participation in the abounding iniquity, leading to coldness of heart and lack of love for Jesus.

Knowing truth alone is not enough; we must act on that Truth we know; we must be doers of God’s Holy Word. John 14: 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever - 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.

The Lord Jesus Christ says that if we love Him, we should keep His commandments. So, it is very important to know that loving Jesus Christ in Truth involves us keeping His commandments. It is in this context that The Lord says, “and I will pray to the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter that He may abide with you forever...”

The Lord will pray to the Father that we get the comfort of the Holy Spirit, but in the context of keeping His Word, and that means keeping His Doctrine. The Love of many is growing cold today simply because they keep not the commandments of the Lord. They abide not in the Doctrine of Jesus Christ. Therefore, they abide in the false doctrines of false prophets and false teachers filled with the love of this world. John 14: 21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.

The Lord Jesus Christ is very clear that if we truly love Him, then we shall keep His teachings, we shall keep His Word, and we shall keep His commandments. You cannot separate your love for Christ from obeying and keeping His commandments. Many are saying they love the Lord, yet don’t keep His sayings. If we truly belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, then let’s keep His sayings and truth.

Luke 18: 18 Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 19 So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. 20 You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’” 21 And he said, “All these things I have kept from my youth.” 22 So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 23 But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich. 24 And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.

From the above scripture, we see that this young, rich ruler loved his riches more than he loved the Lord. Though he obeyed some of the Lord’s Commandments, he became very sorrowful when it came to forsaking the love of this world and the love for riches in this world. Many Christians today are likened to the young rich ruler who loved his wealth more than the Lord.  Love for the world and the things of the world are the greatest cause of love growing cold among Christians today. Many false Church doctrines are engineered toward making Christians conform to this world and love the things of this world.

Matthew 22: 35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

The Greatest Commandment that Jesus Christ spoke about in this verse talks about our total love for Jesus Christ and then our love for our neighbour. It is interesting to note that we don’t love our neighbour with our own fleshy love that is so limited and selfish. However, when we love the Lord, we can truly love our neighbour. The Love spoken about here involves our obedience to Christ, and our keeping of His Commandments, for those who love Jesus Christ keep His sayings and obey His commandments. This is the Love that the Devil hates and wants to destroy in our lives by enticing us with the love of this world.

John 15 says (New King James Version): “9 As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.” It is clear - when we keep His commandments, we abide in His love.  Many today are ashamed of the Words of Jesus Christ; they are ashamed of the cross, they are ashamed of the words of Christ that call for death to self and enduring shame and suffering for His Name. The love of this world and the things of this world will kill the love and obedience for Christ in the undiscerning believer.

Ephesians 3 (New King James Version): 15 from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— 19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

We are to be grounded in the love of Christ, with Christ dwelling in our hearts fully, that we may be filled with all the fullness of God. The love of Jesus Christ involves our keeping His truth. This love of Christ should fill our hearts, and then overflow into obedience to Christ to love our neighbours as we do ourselves. 2 Timothy 1:13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.

.

Love towards Jesus Christ and saints

PHILEMON 1: 4 I thank my God, making mention of you always in my prayers, 5 hearing of your love and faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints, 6 that the sharing of your faith may become effective by the acknowledgment of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. 7 For we have great joy and consolation in your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed by you, brother.

We see a similar pattern as Paul speaks about love and faith - first towards our Lord Jesus Christ and then to all saints, or for that matter, to our neighbour. Thus, the more we relate deeply to Jesus Christ and get grounded in Him, the more certainly we shall love our brethren and our neighbour.

Love for the world is enmity with God: James 4: (New King James Version): 4 Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever, therefore, wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”?6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.”

James warns us against love for the world. This is total enmity with God. So, if one does not love Christ Jesus, then they certainly are in love with the world and the things of this world. The devil will try as much as possible to entice undiscerning Christians into this kind of love...the love for the world, which is friendship with the world. One’s love for one’s fellow saints will then grow cold.

1 John 2: 3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.

We are warned and exhorted that if we say that we know Jesus Christ and don’t keep His commandments, then we are liars and truth is not in us. However, if we keep His word, then the Love of God is perfected in us. 1 John 2: 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

We are to watch against this worldly love daily and examine ourselves according to God’s word to see if we are still in the faith...the true love of Christ. This is love that we walk after His commandments. 2 John 1: 4 I rejoiced greatly that I have found some of your children walking in truth, as we received commandment from the Father. 5 And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment to you, but that which we have had from the beginning: that we love one another. 6 This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it.

It pleases the Lord that we walk in Truth and Love. John is speaking about the love of Christ here that leads us in obedience to His commands and keeping His truth. This is love - walking after His commandments. The love of the world will always lead us to walk against the commands of Jesus Christ, as such, causing our love of Jesus Christ to grow cold. Many deceivers have entered the world, but they love not Christ.

2 John 1: 7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward. 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; 11 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds. John finally warns the saints that deceivers have already entered this world and confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh...they reject the authority of Jesus Christ in the life of the believer today.

They reject the notion that Christ Jesus abides in us if we abide in Him and obey His commandments. Their hearts have grown cold towards the Lord and are filled with the love of this world. Indeed, when it comes to a burning desire for God, one must behave affectionately toward one’s neighbours, not showing even a hint of offence. When we turn away from a person or offend him, it is as if a rock settles on our hearts. One must try to cheer the spirit of an embarrassed or dejected person with words of love.  In our relations with our neighbours, we must be equally pure towards everyone in word as well as in thought; otherwise, we will make our life useless.

Many claim to be true Christians but are slowly losing their first love for Jesus Christ. The world is slowly eating at their souls. They are being taken by the love of the world, lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh and pride of life. This is what is causing many to love grow cold towards God and their fellow man.

Christ came because of (1) God’s love towards the human race: “For so God loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son” (John 3:16); (2) the restoration of the image and likeness of God in fallen man; (3) the salvation of human souls: “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved” (John 3:17). May we stay true to His Commission of Love.

A glorious divine journey

ISAIAH 33 (NEW INTERNATIONAL Version): 8 And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness. The unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; wicked fools will not go about on it. 9 No lion will be there, 
nor will any ferocious beast get up on it; they will not be found there. 
A decent opening paragraph and a strong closing paragraph are often seen by literary pundits as a mark of a good book. And so it is rather strange, or most likely not, that the Bible has the most powerful opening paragraph and the closing statements that one requires for a reverting story that leads to a climactic ending. However, in this case, the Bible is not a mere fictional book; it is the real-life story of the existence of God, the existence of mankind, and ultimately relates man’s historical and spiritual journey.

Who can argue for the Bible’s opening salvo in Genesis? 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.

Who can but argue that we are undoubtedly left with a sense of awe and wonderment, for we are reading of an event beyond our imagination, beyond our understanding and comprehension. And despite all the arguments and debates if Genesis is real-time or not, the fact remains we are dealing with an awesome God – a God who has made the entire universe of billions upon billions of stars, a God who has made man so intricately and so amazing that the brain astounds and the eye remains the greatest and most complex piece of ‘machinery’ on this planet.

And so throughout the Bible, we learn of this awesome God. We learn of His power, of His greatness and goodness. And lo and behold, as we fast forward at a breathtaking speed towards the days of the New Covenant, we learn of God’s unconditional love, His mercy and grace that set us all, Jew and Gentile, free from sin.

Glory to God! Talk about a glorious divine journey, where mankind was made in the image of God, given life by His very breath, made wondrously and uniquely, given a beautiful planet to inhabit and explore, and then, this awesome God visits mankind so that our greatest adventure will be our spiritual endeavours to be united with Him. Such is the exhilarating journey of the Bible – one God who becomes personally and distinctly involved in His Creation and who delights to see us being joyous, being filled with His wonders and when we marvel at His work.

And truly, there is no greater adventure and no greater exploration to undertake under the sun than to embark on the divine journey of discovering God and having a relationship with Him. And such is the desire of the Lord – that we all undertake such a journey, for it is greater than climbing the highest mountains, river rafting down the longest rivers, navigating the vastest of oceans or conquering the greatest of lands.

God is huge, powerful and beyond words. What a great discovery when we draw closer to Him and when we seek and pursue Him! But the Bible also shows us a glorious divine conclusion to our journey. It is a climactic finale of hope! For those who have drawn close to Him will dwell forever in the New Jerusalem, side by side with the Lord [can we imagine!], where no sickness, want or need will enter the walls. Glory to the Lord!

What greater promises than the concluding words of Revelations 22: 7"Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book." ... 12"Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 14"Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city ... 17The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.

And so it has been ordained and foretold that this great story that started on a magnificent note with God creating us, will end on just such a high note when His Creation will once again live with Him forever.

Truly, the Lord is coming, and He has prepared a place for those who seek Him on this glorious divine journey. Let us praise and worship Him, for He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end of our story and of our journey. Let us journey towards Him, for He will journey towards us until the sands of time pass away and eternity envelops us.

A sacred trust

COLOSSIANS 1: 25I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness - 26the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. 27To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Have we ever really considered what God has entrusted to us - the Gentile nation that has come under the Covenant of Grace enacted by our Lord Jesus? Two thousand years ago, Jesus, the Son of the Living God, descended from His rightful place by the side of His Father to disclose to us the mystery that has been kept hidden from the Jewish people for thousands of years – and that mystery is Jesus, who was and has always been God’s greatest plan to redeem us.

Jesus – the Word that became flesh. Jesus, who upholds all things and by whose Blood we are saved. And such a truth has been shown to us to disclose it to the lost and the spiritually dying. For the entire Old Testament in one form or another point to the salvation plan of our Lord, who had ordained it by His infallible and great wisdom that Jesus would come and be revealed to all mankind so that no one remains spiritually lost.

From the early days of Abraham, almost sacrificing Isaac, to the feasts and traditions of Israel, God’s redemption plan was sealed. From the tabernacle erected by Moses to the throne room of David, our spiritual path unto the Father’s heart was mapped out, and our spiritual journey was marked by the Blood of our Saviour.

For thousands of years, such actions and the life’s of people spoke of the coming of Jesus, yet the mystery was not revealed until the day foretold that the baby was born in Bethlehem under a star. And this Jesus, the historical man yet also God divine, died on the cross on the hill of Golgotha for Jew and Gentile alike.

How privileged we are indeed - we who once were excluded from the Covenant of the Law - to come under the Covenant of Grace. How privileged are we not that Jesus, the mystery divine, was made known to us and that by this mystery salvation is at hand. And so when God disclosed the mystery of His Son, who is His greatest work of redemption, He also placed a great sacred trust within us.

That sacred trust is to tell the world of the mystery revealed – Jesus. That sacred trust is to uphold His Name, His truth, and His glory in this world. For the Lord did not just send Jesus, He also sent His Spirit to guide us in all truth and to walk with us this path, empowering us to be faithful to the sacred truth of telling the world about Jesus and to tell the world about God’s mystery disclosed. For the Lord did not only send the Word to us in the form of flesh, but He also left us with the everlasting truths and teachings of Jesus.  We, in this time today, are the most fortunate and most privileged of all generations over the aeons of history – we have virtually unlimited access to God’s physical Word, known as the Scriptures. The Bible, from the Old to the New, rests in our hands, and in many countries, freedom of religion is celebrated.

Such privileges did not exist in the days of ancient Israel, nor did they exist for hundreds of years before the existence of the Gutenberg press. Glory to God! We have the Word with us, and all the trust and all the mysteries revealed. We have the Spirit with us and in us.  God has entrusted us - this generation - more than any other generation, with His Word and His truths. God did this knowing man’s fallacies and man’s weaknesses, but He still did it.

Can we imagine how it feels to place such a trust in upholding His Name and Glory in our hands? Talk about a sacred trust! Talk about a hope divine! But the Lord did this because He trusts us, just like Jesus trusted His 12 disciples to spread the truth throughout the world. 

But with such trust comes responsibility. And yet, sadly, how often have we not abused, misused, misinterpreted, and exploited God’s Word, many times for our gain and profit? Sadly, with this sacred trust, a great injustice has been inflicted as God’s Word has been used as a bloody sword to conquer and not to heal. And just so, the Name of Jesus has been exploited and abused. Just so, the Spirit of the Lord has been shunned. It is to us, the generations of the last 2000 years, to whom God has entrusted His Son, His Spirit, and His Word to declare His mystery of redemption.

How faithful have we been with what God has entrusted to us? Have we been faithful unto His Son, His Spirit and His Word? Have we been faithful in living according to the riches of His redemption, and have we been faithful in revealing the great mystery plan of God to the world? The Lord has entrusted to us so much to use it for holiness and good, and not for impurity and evil. He has given us access to Him, He has given us authority, and He has given us hope and life. Shall we heal or kill? Shall we uplift or destroy?

And as God has always been faithful, let us be faithful unto this sacred trust of Jesus, the mystery revealed. And this trust is encapsulated in The Great Commission, as given by Jesus: Matthew 28: 18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

A practical approach to faith

MATTHEW 9 (NEW KING James Version): 35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.

One has to contemplate these days how much of our faith is one of theory and how much is one of practice. Jesus’ ministry was one of both theory and practice. He came to show the way of the Kingdom of Heaven, but with Him, it was not about mere words; it was about implementing what He spoke about and living according to it.

Originally, the word ‘theory’ is a technical term from Ancient Greek. It is derived from theoria, meaning "a looking at, viewing, beholding", and refers to contemplation or speculation, as opposed to action. The theory is contrasted to "practice" (Greek praxis), an Aristotelian concept that is used in a broad way to refer to anything done for the sake of any action, in contrast with theory, which is not.

The principles of theory and practice also apply to our faith. We can approach our faith from a viewpoint of beholding God, viewing the Bible, and looking at the Church, yet without really taking any action that relates to practice.  It is easy within a theoretical framework to gain knowledge about God, about Scripture, about His Church on earth, to a point where one understands the nature of it, but still without taking any form of action of applying that knowledge.

Or we can approach our faith from a viewpoint of not only beholding God, viewing the Bible, and looking at the Church from a theoretical point of view, but also where we can go over to the action and start applying our faith. For a long time, the world was driven by theory – man had great ideas but failed many times to implement them. The advent of the scientific age saw the world find the means of taking theory and turning it into practical applications for everyday use. And so we witnessed advancements in medicine, engineering, arts, communication, and transport as inventions were rife. The scientific age gave birth to the age of technology, which has provided us with computers, cellphones, and satellites.

At the end, where theory is applied, the practical outcome always offers the opportunity for the greater advancement of the theory to be implemented into practical use. As such, the constant advancement of technology is naturally causing a greater outcome of practical inventions as the new theory is able to be applied more readily.  Practical advancement thus allows for greater theoretical application.

This is also how faith works. If we remain stagnant in our theory, not willing to take a step forward and apply our knowledge, then we will fail to grow spiritually in an active sense. As we grow in maturity in theory and practice, then in that maturity of the Spirit, we will be able to apply what the Lord teaches into our practical walk and interaction with the world.

It is very easy in our walk with God to become theoretical and not practical. It is sometimes easy to become a Christian in the mere name only instead of being a follower of God in action and deed. The term “follower” implies a process of following. To follow is a verb, and so to follow is, therefore, an action. When Jesus said to the first disciples to follow Him, they did not merely behold the situation and consider it from a theoretical point of view, but they actually decided to step into action, and so their discipleship became practical.

Jesus did not merely come to teach. He did not come to sit with His disciples and philosophize. He did not come like the Stoics of Ancient Greeks, who would merely debate a subject to expand all its theoretical possibilities. No, Jesus came to show us what it means to be a practical follower of Him while retaining the theoretical knowledge of the Scriptures as taught by the Spirit.  Jesus did not simply come to teach, but He came to do.  Wherever He went, He put His theoretical knowledge of the Truth into practice by performing miracles, healing the sick, delivering the oppressed, and tackling the deceptions of the age.

In all things, we learned how to be a Christian from the Son of God, and that implies a process of being and not merely one of thinking and contemplating. It is one thing to know Scripture and to know how to behave like a Christian, and what it means to be a Christian, but it is another thing to actually apply such knowledge. Again, the question arises if we have become a Church of mere theory, where the Scriptures are discussed, or are we still a Church of practice, where we all, as called by the Lord, go out and preach the Good News, helping the afflicted, aiding the poor, and seeking for our light to shine.

This practical approach is clearly demonstrated in Matthew 25 (NKJV): 31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ 41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ 44 “Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 46And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

Indeed, it is easy to be a Christian in name. But if we do, then we become followers of the theory of religion, and such a theory leads not to the advancement of the Kingdom in the hearts of the lost and the needy. It is only when we begin to apply our theory, following the Lord in Spirit, that we will be able to grow spiritually and so advance into doing great works in faith to His glory. We are called to learn but also to “do,” and to “follow,” and to “act,” and to be the salt and the light of the world.

The Lord has not called for “followers” of theory and of good intent, but a people who will be willing to be a demonstration of His goodness and love. This is what the world needs. It needs a Church that is truly there to act and is also willing, like Jesus, to go about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. That is what it means to be a true follower of God – a child of theory and practice. May the Spirit guide us along the path of wisdom and truth and action and deeds.

––––––––
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A call for the ‘silent generation’ to speak out

1 KINGS 18: 19Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table. 20So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 21And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. 

In 1 Kings 18, we read of the confrontation between Elijah and the false prophets on Mount Carmel. During this confrontation, God’s power and statement of His divinity were on display for all to see who was gathered when the fire fell from heaven to consume the prophet’s water-soaked burnt offering.

What one, however, should not fail to notice is that even before the display of power, Elijah gave the people a choice – to serve Baal or to choose God. Elijah made a pertinent point that there is a choice and that a choice should be made. The prophet was insistent that the people couldn’t be indecisive and double-minded. And when he pressed for that decision, we read a shocking statement in verse 21: And the people answered him not a word. In some translations, it says the people said nothing.

Yes, there was a silence. There was silence because the people didn’t want to make a choice. There was a silence because they were too afraid to make up their minds. They would rather remain indecisive. But indecisiveness wasn’t good enough on that day. And to prove a point that there is only one God and that Baal is but a god of no worth or life, the Lord poured forth holy fire from heaven. The fire shattered the silence. The fire was the cry from heaven that drowned the silence. On Mount Carmel, we find a silent generation that was not willing to act, to speak or to decide. God had to thus act in order to bring them out of their paralytic state of doubt and uncertainty.

One fears that today we are also experiencing such a silencing in the world– people across the globe are, due to fears, insecurities, doubt, double-mindedness, ignorance, pride and also because of their love for the pleasures of the world, becoming silent in choosing to serve God or to serve a lifeless god, wherever its form or design.

And even worse, there is also a silencing happening among the believers throughout the world. There are a lot of believers who are simply failing to make a decisive and sure decision to follow God, to submit to the Lord, to serve Him and to push all hindrances aside to seek and pursue His truth and holiness and to live in righteousness.

And this silencing extends not only to a point of making a decision to follow and to serve with passion and zeal, but it is also a question of expressing one’s faith. To be a follower of the Lord requires not silence – it calls for prayer, for speaking His truth, for declaring His truth, standing up for His truth, telling all the Good News (Matthew 28:28). For it says in Ephesians 6: 18Pray at all times (on every occasion, in every season) in the Spirit, with all [manner of] prayer and entreaty. To that end keep alert and watch with strong purpose and perseverance, interceding in behalf of all the saints (God's consecrated people) and also in Philippians 4:6: Do not fret or have any anxiety about anything, but in every circumstance and in everything, by prayer and petition ( definite requests), with thanksgiving, continue to make your wants known to God.

There have never been so many churches in the world as in these days, and religious freedom is becoming a reality, even though slowly, to the believers in countries where the churches are persecuted, yet, it seems the voice of Christianity is being heard less and less. For the Lord has called us to be bold, to be courageous and to act in the power of the Holy Spirit, but it seems Christians have become more fearful, more doubtful, more anxious, and more apologetic and sadly, more like the world. And this has led to a silencing in our declaration of us being Christians, reflected in our actions, in our words, in our deed and how we conduct ourselves every day of our lives.

In Acts 18, we read the following:  4But he [Paul] discoursed and argued in the synagogue every Sabbath and won over [both] Jews and Greeks. 5By the time Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was completely engrossed with preaching, earnestly arguing and testifying to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ. 6But since they kept opposing and abusing and reviling him, he shook out his clothing [against them] and said to them, Your blood be upon your [own] heads! I am innocent [of it]. From now on I will go to the Gentiles (the heathen). 7He then left there and went to the house of a man named Titus Justus, who worshiped God and whose house was next door to the synagogue. 8But Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed [that Jesus is the Messiah and acknowledged Him with joyful trust as Savior and Lord], together with his entire household; and many of the Corinthians who listened [to Paul also] believed and were baptized. 9And one night the Lord said to Paul in a vision, Have no fear, but speak and do not keep silent; 10For I am with you, and no man shall assault you to harm you, for I have many people in this city.

Paul was like you and me. He was but a man. But he loved the Lord and sought to do His will. All believers have been mandated by Jesus to continuously and with perseverance and persistence content and stand up for God’s truth and to seek to bring the lost into the Kingdom of our Lord. Paul was not silenced, despite persecution, hardship, trials, and tribulations. We also cannot be silent like the people on Mount Carmel – we need to make a choice, we need to make His truth known, and we need to speak and act in accordance to the Spirit. Our life should be a shout and a scream and a joyous song of our commitment, love and dedication to the throne of heaven.

There is a phenomenon called “The Silent Generation”, which is a generation of people born in the United States between roughly 1923 and the early 1940s. Members of this generation experienced vast cultural shifts, and many of them struggled with conflicted morals, ideas, and desires. It is, however, also true that many revolutionary leaders in the civil rights movement came from the Silent Generation, along with a wide assortment of artists and writers who fundamentally changed the arts in America. The theory brought forward for such a rise of influential people is because they were born during a Crisis, had to spend their adult years slowly awakening to the impact of the crisis and then spent their old age in an “unravelling”.

Likewise, believers of this modern age are also confronted with vast cultural shifts, while many of us are also struggling with conflicted morals, ideas, and desires. This is the story of the world – always trying to adapt and to conform to the changes in society. But despite all the upheavals in the world, we can and are called to maintain our footing and direction by standing upon the foundation of Jesus – He who is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow.

It is also true that it seems we are all born and live in crisis times, but let us rather grow and develop in the fullness of the Spirit and the Truth of God so that we no longer be regarded as the Silent Church Generation but “unravel” to become a people on fire for God who is seeking and pursuing a righteous endeavour of making a marked and influential difference in the world to the glory of God.

We simply cannot remain silent. We cannot remain indecisive. We need to choose God or the world. We need to choose His truth in the world. We need to choose to lead a life glorifying God or glorifying ourselves. We need to make a choice, to make up our minds and to stand firm in the truth of the Bible and the Spirit or we will be in danger of being swept away by all the false spiritual teachers, false teachings and erroneous doctrines. Let us stand up and be counted, let our voices be heard in prayer and preaching, and let our lives reflect not a silence of indecision and fear but a life of hope, truth and love. 

And let the words of the Lord to Paul ring true in our lives: Have no fear, but speak and do not keep silent; for I am with you, and no man shall assault you to harm you.

2 Corinthians 6: 14Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers [do not make mismated alliances with them or come under a different yoke with them, inconsistent with your faith]. For what partnership have right living and right standing with God with iniquity and lawlessness? Or how can light have fellowship with darkness?  15What harmony can there be between Christ and Belial [the devil]? Or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? 16What agreement [can there be between] a temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God; even as God said, I will dwell in and with and among them and will walk in and with and among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 17So, come out from among [unbelievers], and separate (sever) yourselves from them, says the Lord, and touch not [any] unclean thing; then I will receive you kindly and treat you with favor. 18And I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.

An effort of right standing

2 PETER 3: 14So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.

Throughout life, we put a lot of effort into many things we do. When we grow up, we put in the effort to finish school and hopefully achieve decent grades. For the fortunate, their efforts will mean a tertiary education. As soon as one enters the workplace, one









Be courageous in the Lord







Blessed are those who believe















Carrying our burdens
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Casting away the bowlines 











Certainty in uncertain times 















Changing course – adopting the right steering system












Changing course – Your servant is listening











City of Gold







Clothed with His garments










Delight in boasting in God











Delight in the Lord















Digging even deeper














Do we have the right ticket?













Faith and deeds 









God is exciting












Fulfilment in the Lord
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Our spiritual Freedom Day
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Forgiveness











Discerning the language of God

















Knowing God our greatest feat
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Just believe in your “wings”


























Intimacy with the Lord 









































In quiet resolution receiving from the Lord











In pursuit of God







Patient awaiting of guidance











Guiding hand of God











Great is our God












Grace to carry us through storms











God of Peace – the deliverer from our crisis













God’s Branded Label













Under the shadow of the Lord










Led astray










May we love and defend the Truth






























The blessings that follows the follower of the Lord















































The sign of our times – learning from Acts 28
































Do not let go of God
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