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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?
Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.
Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?
As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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http://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!
http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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Your curse is your biggest strength

... I just didn’t know it yet.

Let the games begin...

When Jamie Hunt left his cushy life in California to become a supernatural fugitive, he thought he was running away from his problems. The last thing he wanted was to go barreling straight towards them. But, as always, life has other plans.

The pressure is mounting as both sides prepare for the inevitable fight. New alliances are struck as old enemies come to light. New relationships are strained as old bonds are tested. A surprise attack leaves the friends reeling, but nothing is ever quite as it seems.

Can the friends gather their forces in time? Will Jamie finally uncover the secrets in his past? Most importantly, when the final moment comes will he have the strength to pull the trigger?

There’s only one way to find out.
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Never detonate a bomb in a sewer.

I had never considered it before that day, never imagined the possible consequences. The risk of a deadly cave-in aside, there were apparently lots of other things that could happen.

Flooding, for one. Electrocution, for another.

“Stay in the ring,” I warned for the tenth time. “Don’t touch the water.”

Derek edged back towards the rest of us, watching as a stray wire landed in the murky waves and sent up a shower of sparks. There was a series of squeaks from somewhere down the hall—rats that’d been too slow to get to safety. The ones that hadn’t were sitting there with us.

“...it’s still looking at me.”

I glanced down as Gabrielle cringed farther into my chest, eyes darting out every few seconds to glare at a giant rodent sitting just behind my back. In the beginning, we’d attacked them—screaming as much as they did with the same childlike fear. But there were too many to keep up the assault for long. And, to be honest, I think we all started to feel a little bit sorry for them. At any rate, they were stranded just like we were. Without any chance of help.

“Want me to blast it?” I asked tiredly.

She shook her head, fingers clenching the inside of my jacket. “Just don’t let it eat me, okay?”

I closed my eyes, resting my cheek against her hair.

It had been at least several hours since Griffin had disappeared, taking a mortally injured Daniel and Aleco to the hospital, but there was no way to know how long. Once chunks of the ceiling had started falling, taking with them most of the lights, everything became a blur.

There was a faint squeak behind me, and I glanced back to see one of the smaller rats flop onto its side with what sounded like a very human sigh.

“I know, buddy. I know.”

We’d thought the ceiling had been the worst of it. But then the pipes built along the bottom of the tunnel had burst. Before we could even think of climbing to safety a wall of water thirty feet high had swept into the arena, drenching everything in sight. The stairs that led to the control tower were submerged, as was the door that led back out to the sewer. Ironically enough, the only place high enough to not be completely underwater was the fighting ring itself.

We’d clawed our way onto the mats, soaked and shivering. I’d tried to simply move the water back, only to find that sewers lived up to their reputation—the bulk of it wasn’t water, and it wouldn’t respond to my command. We’d then tried to climb up the broken stairs to the control tower, but the second we stepped off the mats a tangle of wiring from the ceiling fell with a splash into the murky pond—sending ripples of deadly electricity in its wake. The control tower was on fire anyway, slowly filling what remained of the room with smoke.

All in all...things were pretty much as bad as they could get.

But, strangely enough, that wasn’t what weighed heavy on our minds.

“Do you think Alec is dead?”

It was one of the first times Asha had spoken since seeing her twin brother vanish into thin air. He was still bleeding profusely from a bullet to the stomach, and his bright eyes had already fluttered shut.

Gabrielle lifted her head with a look of devastating pity, and I shook my head slowly back and forth. The girl didn’t understand much English. And we were treading on shaky ground.

“I don’t know,” I said quietly. Judging by the way her face crumpled, she understood at least that much. “But his eyes were open,” I added quickly, miming the gesture. “He talked to me before he left.”

She stared at my lips, then shook her head—unable to stop the tears.

“I think he’s going to be okay.” Gabrielle slid across the mats to take her hand, forcing a tight smile. “I think he’s alive.”

Asha lifted her head slowly, not daring to hope. “He strong.” She looked between us for confirmation. Like, if we agreed, the fates would realize what they were dealing with and somehow spare him. “Very strong.”

“Yeah,” I said quickly, giving her ankle a squeeze. “He’s strong.”

Derek stared at the three of us for a minute before turning away. He hadn’t said much since the ceiling collapsed. The minute we realized we were trapped, he’d dived straight into the water—only to get blasted ten feet into the air. After getting his heart restarted in front of an audience of rats, he’d grown understandably quiet—keeping all those raging thoughts to himself.

“They’re not going to wait for us,” he said softly, breaking that silence for the first time.

The rest of us lifted our heads in confusion, and he gestured back towards the cells.

“Even if they stopped in those buildings across the road like you said, they still heard that blast go off. Hell, half the city heard it. They won’t be waiting. They have to think we’re dead.”

I stared at him for a moment, but could think of nothing to say.

Even if we’d met under different circumstances, I don’t think I’d know what to make of Derek. The guy was capable—that much was clear. It would take a special kind of strength to survive a place like this, and he’d risen to the top of the pack. There was also a sort of kindness to him, though he buried it deep down. When Asha had been unable to stop screaming for her brother, he’d lifted an arm and let her cry into his coat. When we’d blasted a dozen or so rats off our tiny island, he’d been the one to sigh and suggest we simply let them stay.

But there was a darker side to him as well.

He didn’t look twice at the mangled body of the cage fighter beside us, the same way he hadn’t batted an eye when Griffin snapped the guy’s neck. The rest of us were giving it a wide berth—a rather natural response with corpses. But the second he realized we had limited space he picked the guy up and tossed him towards the stadium seating, not even bothering to watch as he sank beneath the murky waves.

Just moments later, when it became clear we were trapped, he hadn’t hesitated before jumping into that very same water—even given the extreme probability that he’d be shocked to death. The second his heart started beating again he’d simply opened his eyes, let out a quiet sigh, then dragged himself to the water’s edge—trying to think of something else.

I remembered what Griffin had said before we’d entered the arena—about how Derek would finally get his wish and die in the fighting ring.

He may still get the chance...

“If they didn’t wait, where would they go?” I asked quietly.

We were all speaking quietly. Like the place might come down if we raised our voices.

Derek shrugged, never looking away from the water. “Don’t know. They can’t go home. Some of them might try to make it to the camps...”

Gabrielle and I exchanged a quick look. “The camps?” I repeated.

He glanced back at me, then shook his head with a faint smile. “It’s hilarious that you wouldn’t know.”

I expected him to tell me, but he didn’t. Despite that initial burst of charisma, I got the feeling the guy wasn’t much for words. Either that or he was just trying to keep his mouth shut to avoid gagging on the stench of the New York City sewer system’s insides floating around us.

He’d yet to even formally introduce himself. The most he’d done was ask if ‘that guy who got mauled’ was Griffin’s boyfriend. Then he got quiet.

“I can’t believe Daniel...” Gabrielle murmured, staring down at her feet. She’d run out of tears a long time ago. Her eyes were red but dry. “We picked him to go. Put him in that cage.”

A feeling of grief rose inside me, constricting my throat and stealing my breath. It was kind of her to say the word we, but it had been my idea. I was the one who’d come up with the plan. I was going to be the one responsible if he died.

“He knew the risk he was taking,” Derek said suddenly, surprising us both. “No one gets in the ring without understanding what’s at stake. Your friend wasn’t stupid, and neither was Griff.”

Gabrielle at him blankly before lowering her eyes. I was unable to look away.

“He gave you that scar?”

It was prying, but we were on a smoldering island surrounded by rats with no hope of escape. At any rate, I’d heard him say as much himself.

“When Griffin got here, he refused to fight. He had that one thing you can’t have down in the tunnels, because it’s sure to get you killed.”

He lifted his eyes to see Gabrielle and me staring back at him.

“Hope,” he finished with an ironic smile. “Griffin didn’t want to lose that part of himself, because he thought there was still a chance we might escape. He knew he couldn’t live with himself if he’d hurt some innocent kid, so he refused to play along. They did all sorts of things to him, but he still refused. In the end, they did the only thing they could think of.”

His eyes stared out over the water.

“They put him in the ring with me.”

My head started to tingle and I realized that I hadn’t pulled in a breath. Everything he was saying sounded exactly like the Griffin I knew. Selfless. Brave. Masochistic to a fault.

But there was a glaring difference.

I’d seen Griffin kill dozens of men. It didn’t faze him; he didn’t care. Even the guy back in the ring, the one who’d attacked Daniel? The teleporter snapped his neck without a thought.

“And he cut you?” Gabrielle asked tentatively. From the look on her face, she was torn between morbid curiosity and feeling vaguely sick. Either way, she couldn’t stop the question.

Derek let out a hard laugh.

“I did a lot of things to him first. The guy was a rock—no matter how bad things got, he refused to fight back. I tried everything. Threatening him, taunting him, even tried reasoning with him. Nothing worked. So in the end...I started strangling him.”

Gabrielle froze dead still, while my head jerked up in alarm.

“You strangled him?”

Derek smiled almost nostalgically, staring back into the shadows. “He dragged a knife down my face. I’d never been so proud.”

The story ended as abruptly as it had begun, leaving us reeling in silence. Asha glanced quickly between us, but for once she looked grateful that she didn’t understand.

In a flash, I remembered that first night in Wales—changing with Griffin in the church bathroom. His body was shocking. Covered in a crisscrossed web of so many scars, it was a miracle he’d survived it. Sitting there now, I wondered how many of those scars had been from Derek.

“But enough about me,” the guy said with a wry smile. “How’d he end up with you?”

I no longer felt any urge to speak with him, but there were only four of us sitting on the little island. If you didn’t count the small army of rats.

“He assaulted me at a bagel shop. Followed me home.”

Derek laughed quietly, shaking his head. “That sounds like Griffin...”

The conversation lapsed again as the four of us stared out at the water. By now, so many lights had failed that it was almost impossible to see anything past the faint illumination that lit the fighting ring. The best look we got was when a broken wire would spasm suddenly with another surge of electricity—sending out another shower of sparks. 

The water level was slowly rising. No one said a word.

“Where is he?” Gabrielle murmured, bringing her knees to her chest.

We hadn’t known each other long, but we’d known each other intensely—been through more than most friends would in a lifetime. There wasn’t a doubt in my mind that, if he was able, Griffin would come back to us. No matter the danger. No matter the fear.

The fact that he never returned had left us to assume the worst.

“He was just taking them to the hospital,” I breathed, trying to ignore the tiny pitter-patter of feet. “He didn’t even have to go in with them. He could have just dropped them off.”

Under no circumstances should it be taking this long.

“There has to be a way we can get out ourselves,” Derek muttered, eyes flashing in the dark. The guy hadn’t finally escaped those nightmarish cells just to die beneath the ground anyway. “You can do anything right, Hunt? That’s what they say.”

I glanced at him cautiously.

“That’s what who says?”

“What does it matter?” he replied. “We’re going to die here unless we can find a way out. If you can absorb any power then you can use Griffin’s, right? You can teleport?”

Gabrielle glanced at me silently, while I shook my head.

“I’ve only done it once, and I missed my destination by a full continent.”

“It doesn’t matter where we land,” he argued, “just as long as we get out—”

“And I’ve never taken someone with me,” I finished, effectively ending the discussion. “I have no idea where to even start—I’d kill us for sure.”

Asha’s bright eyes flew between us as she tried to keep up. When there was a lull in the conversation, she reached out unexpectedly and squeezed my hand.

“Griffin comes back. Promise.”

I smiled in spite of myself, nodding along.

“And hey—look on the bright side. It’s not like things can get any worse.”

That’s when all the lights went out.

The four of us lifted our heads as the rats started stirring anxiously behind us. The wires had stopped thrashing about as well. At least, they had for a moment.

“What just happened?” Gabrielle lowered her voice to an instinctual whisper. “Do you think the power finally went out?”

A sudden splash made us jump and I threw up my hands, using Sofie’s power to channel a thin stream of light through my palms. One by one, the rats were jumping ship—scurrying into the water before vanishing into the dark. The little one went last of all, scampering over my shoe before vanishing with a final squeak.

“Sure looks that way,” I murmured.

It was silent. There were no screams, no hisses. No sound of a hundred rats being slowly electrocuted in the rancid waves. Derek threw a cautious look at the rest of us before sticking the tip of his finger into the water. Nothing happened. The electrical current had finally died.

“What is plan?” Asha demanded immediately, pushing to her feet. “Climb?”

She pointed to the control tower, still flickering with the remains of a dying fire. Odds were, there was a door on the other side. Even if most of it had caved in when the ceiling collapsed, there was still a chance we could get to the surface.

I nodded slowly, helping Gabrielle to her feet.

“Yeah, I think we can—”

A hand flew over my mouth as the four of us froze in terror. The sound of voices echoed from somewhere up above us. Little streams of plaster and dust rained down.

We were wrong.

The power hadn’t gone out. It had been turned off intentionally.

“—unload the vans—”

“—need to check for survivors—”

Obtero.

I took a shuddering step back, staring up at the cracked stone like I could see the army of agents marching overhead. Clicking their radios and turning off the safeties on their weapons.

“We need to leave. Now.”

Waiting was no longer an option. Neither was the control tower. By the sounds of things, that tower was exactly how they were going to get in. Which left us one other way out...

“Climb,” Asha said again, gesturing anxiously up the stairs.

I shook my head, glancing back towards the tunnels. “Not climb. Swim.”

Her face clouded as she followed my gaze. “...swim?”

The others stood there for a second, then it suddenly clicked.

“Are you crazy?!”

“Absolutely not!”

“It’s our only chance,” I hissed, casting a wary glance at the ceiling. At any moment, the door could fly open and a dozen agents could appear. “It’s the only way out.”

“That’s a long freakin’ hallway, Jamie.” Derek shook his head slowly, eyes flickering to the dark waves. “And it’s going to be pitch black.”

“We’ll stick together,” I promised, waving my glowing palms like a flashlight. “And it won’t be pitch black—I’ll go first.”

The voices above us were getting louder. There was no longer any time to wait.

“Are you guys coming or not?”

The three of them shot each other a tortured look, then stepped nervously to the edge of the water. It responded like it had a life of its own, lapping eagerly at the toes of their shoes.

“Are you sure about this?” Gabrielle whispered. “If we run out of air—”

“We won’t,” I interrupted softly, planting a kiss on her forehead. “I promise.”

A door opened somewhere on the upper level, but we weren’t around to see it. The second after the words left my lips, we pulled in a deep breath and vanished into the water.
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Chapter 2
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Never detonate a bomb in a sewer. And never go swimming in a sewer either.

The water seeped through our clothing and closed over the tops of our heads, sealing us in with a whispered pop. Of course, the word ‘water’ was a very loose term. There was nothing about the oily, chunky consistency that felt familiar as we kicked away from the fighting ring and started forcing our way through. It pushed back with every stroke of our arms, didn’t splash properly with every kick of our legs. I felt things slipping through my hair, brushing across my skin as we plunged even farther into the icy depths.

Gabrielle was right beside me. When we reached the doorway that led into the arena, she reached out and grabbed the back of my sleeve. The others had already surfaced, casting furtive looks at the upper level to make sure they were alone before sucking in gasps of air.

“I don’t think we should do this,” Derek said again, the second his head broke through to the surface. “This stuff isn’t...isn’t normal. It will take too long to get to the other side.”

He may have been right. But even as he spoke, there was a sound from the back of the control tower. A chunk of broken sheetrock had fallen in front of the door, but the agents were already trying to force their way through. A second later, they’d be able to see us.

Derek met my gaze for a split second, then sighed.

“It’s a straight shot down the hallway,” he reminded us. “The second it starts to curve, ignore the curve and swim to the left. That’s the door that leads to the outside tunnel.”

The tunnel was our only hope. It opened onto the parking lot. There was no way it could be flooded—any excess water would just pour onto the street.

Of course, there were also bars at the end of it. We’d only gotten through the first time because Griffin had teleported us inside...

One problem at a time.

“You hear that?” I repeated encouragingly. “Straight shot to the other side.”

The girls were both panting, but neither of them put up a protest. Gabrielle ditched her jacket and kicked off her shoes. Asha tied her blonde hair back in a ponytail. When they were both ready, we paddled as close as we could to the entrance—pressing our hands to the wall.

“On three, all right?” I murmured.

Gabrielle shivered and took my hand. Derek took one look at Asha before doing the same.

“One...” I started the countdown, but the moment I’d spoken there was a crash from the control tower as the agents burst through. The impulse was to scream, but I whispered, “Three!”

We sucked in a deep breath and slipped under the waves, kicking through the submerged doorway and into the blackened tunnel beyond.

I almost forgot about the light. An instinctual sort of panic rushed over me the second I could no longer breathe and no longer see, and I almost forgot there was something I could do about the latter. Then I felt Gabrielle’s nails dig into my palm and I quickly summoned Sofie’s ability—filling the blackened hallway with beams of watery light.

Derek was right. It was longer than I remembered.

A lot longer.

Without a second to waste, we began kicking as hard as we could—fighting our way through the murky sludge to get to the other side. It must have been only seconds, but each one stretched out like years. I ceased to have any sort of grip on things. How much air I had left, if I’d also remembered to take off my shoes, if the others were still behind me. Both my mind and my eyes were focused on one solitary thing—the tiny door at the end of the hall.

If only they hadn’t closed it, I thought. We were only halfway there and my lungs were already aching to pull in a breath. If only the escaped prisoners hadn’t shut the damn door.

It had been an act of caution, but there was a decent chance it was going to kill us in the end. It had been easy to make promises—when we were safe with the rats back on dry land. But, realistically speaking, I didn’t know if any
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