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The story of Britain’s American colonies did not begin with triumph, but with struggle. What would eventually become one of the most powerful nations in the world was, at first, a fragile and uncertain experiment, marked by failure, hardship, and ambition. The rise of the British colonies unfolded in two distinct phases: a slow and troubled beginning, followed by a period of remarkable expansion and transformation. Although the so-called “New World” had been known to Europeans since the late fifteenth century, England was slow to act. While Spain and Portugal raced to claim vast territories, England hesitated. It was not until the late sixteenth century, under the reign of the formidable Elizabeth I of England, that the English Crown seriously turned its attention westward.

Elizabeth’s reign marked a turning point. Determined to elevate England into a dominant political and commercial power, she encouraged exploration and overseas expansion. In 1584, she granted authority to Walter Raleigh, a bold and ambitious courtier, to lead an expedition across the Atlantic. His mission was simple in theory, yet daunting in reality: find land, claim it, and build a colony. The royal charter Raleigh received was extraordinary. It gave him the right not only to claim any territory he discovered, but also to govern it and exploit its resources. In return, the Crown demanded just one thing: a share, one fifth, of any gold or silver that might be found. But the dream quickly collided with reality. Raleigh’s early expeditions ended in disaster. The first settlers who landed in a region he named “Virginia” vanished after violent encounters with Indigenous populations. A second group, sent in 1587 under the leadership of John White, met an even more mysterious fate. When White returned from England years later, delayed by the war with Spain, he found the colony abandoned. No bodies, no survivors, no clear answers. The settlement had disappeared.

For many, colonizing North America seemed an impossible venture. Yet England did not give up. Instead, something shifted, not just in strategy, but in motivation. Early dreams of gold, glory, and religious conquest began to give way to a more practical concern: overpopulation. English thinkers increasingly viewed America not as a distant prize, but as an extension of England itself, a place where excess population could be relocated and new opportunities created. A new chapter began in 1603, when James I of England ascended the throne. Unlike Elizabeth, he approached colonization through corporate enterprise. In 1606, he granted charters to two joint-stock companies: the London Company and the Plymouth Company. These were not state-funded ventures, but profit-driven enterprises backed by investors eager for returns. It was the London Company that would make history.

In 1607, its settlers founded Jamestown, the first permanent English colony in North America. Named in honor of King James, the settlement represented a new beginning. But the challenges Raleigh had faced soon returned: disease, starvation, and conflict. Survival was far from guaranteed. The colony struggled financially as well. Trade with Indigenous peoples proved insufficient, and the costs of maintaining the settlement were high. To attract more settlers, the company began offering land at extremely low prices, sometimes virtually free. It was a desperate gamble. And it worked. A wave of migration followed. Men and women crossed the Atlantic driven by hope, hope for land, freedom, and a better life. By 1619, over a thousand settlers had arrived along the James and York rivers. But what they found was far from the promised land. The colonial government was weak, disorganized, and often unable to meet the needs of its growing population. Tensions rose. The investors who controlled the company cared primarily about profit, while the settlers demanded rights, representation, and stability. Out of this tension, something new began to emerge.

Colonists started to organize themselves. They held assemblies, elected representatives, and asserted their rights as English subjects. In 1621, an official General Assembly was established, an early step toward self-government. Though still under English authority, the seeds of political independence had been planted. Elsewhere, similar struggles unfolded. In New England, the Plymouth Company attempted its own settlement efforts, but harsh climates and high mortality rates doomed early expeditions. The region seemed inhospitable, valuable mainly for its rich fishing waters. Yet another powerful force came into play here: religion. For many, America was not just an economic opportunity; it was a refuge. Religious dissenters, including Pilgrims and later Puritans, crossed the Atlantic in search of freedom from persecution. They carried a vision of a new society built on faith











d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
Seeds of
Libert

Lo

FAITH, MIGRATION,
AND POWER
in the 1/‘/,,/;;,,({‘, L,,/ he
AMERICAN
REVOLUTION

JULTA WOLBROOK





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





