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  Cassie and the Lights was first performed at VAULT Festival, London, in 2020. It was subsequently performed at Adelaide Fringe, Australia; Underbelly, Edinburgh Fringe and the Brits Off Broadway season at 59E59 Theaters, Off Broadway, New York, before transferring to Southwark Playhouse, London, from 3rd April 2024. The cast was as follows:
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        Alex Howarth

      
    


    
      	
        Co-Composers
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        Graphic Design
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        Producer

      

      	

      	
        Patch of Blue and 3 hearts canvas in association with Southwark Playhouse and Verse Unbound
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  Characters


  CASSIE, seventeen years old


  TIN, ten years old


  KIT, seven years old


  MUSICIAN


  Setting


  Yorkshire


  Notes for Performance


  Other characters are recorded voices.


  A slash ( / ) indicates an interruption.


  A lack of punctuation at the end of a line indicates an unfinished thought.


  In the original production, animation of the sisters was projected to represent Cassies animation project. If you choose not to create this, the line referencing it may be cut.


  


  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.


  
    
  


  


  The sisters – CASSIE, TIN and KIT – greet the audience. CASSIE finds someone to read the court hearing, TIN finds someone who she’ll talk to in the ‘The Audience’ section, and KIT offers around Party Rings. The MUSICIAN plays fun space related songs.


  TIN (to the lighting operator). Are we ready ______? Okay. (Into a mic, to the audience. Clears her throat.) Hello everyone, my name is Tin and welcome to my TED Talk, or, Tin Talk, because my name is Tin and I’ll be talking. And today, what I’ll be talking about is… trinary star systems.


  KIT. Tri means three.


  TIN. It does. (Comes off the mic and turns to CASSIE.) Cassie – did we put new batteries in the fairy lights?


  CASSIE. Duracell…


  KIT. Love the bunny


  TIN. And Kit did you practise?


  KIT. Yeah, Elephant and Mr Potato Head said I did dead well.


  TIN. Okay sorted. (Turns back to the audience and talks into the mic again.) Then the Tin Talk will begin.


  Scene One – Trinary Star Systems


  Beautiful electronic space music. As TIN speaks, CASSIE and KIT illustrate what she’s saying using homemade props. Although they have made it themselves, it should be beautiful and spectacular, as if we are taking a voyage inside their heads.


  TIN. A trinary star system is three stars that travel together in the sky when we look at them through our telescopes. Each one of the three stars orbits, which basically means flies, around the centre of the
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  ALEX HOWARTH


  Alex is an award-winning theatre director and writer based in London. He was named one of Ten Stage Sensations to Watch Out For in 2023 by Guardian. Coming from the North West and with a background of working in care, Alex is passionate about amplifying under-represented and northern voices.


  His upcoming work includes Lifeline  an original Scottish folk musical about the antibiotic resistance crisis, which will open at Signature Theatre, Off Broadway, New York in August 2024, and features a chorus of real-life doctors and nurses.


  Cassie and the Lights was based on a true story and interviews with children in the care system. Nominated for the Popcorn Award and the SIT-UP Award for social change, it ran at 59E59 Theaters, Off Broadway, New York in 2023. A former dramatherapist for the charity Sense, he has worked extensively with disabled artists, and recently co-created one-man show Strictly Lawrie with Lawrie Morris, star of Growing Up Downs (BBC).


  His play about a girl with autism, We Live By The Sea, received Critics Pick and Top Theatre of the Year in The New York Times, won the Best Theatre Award and the Critics Choice Award at Adelaide Fringe, and the Graham F. Smith Peace Foundation Award for promoting human rights through theatre, and was nominated for the Fringe First and the Off-West-End Awards for Best Production and Best Ensemble.


  He was the assistant director on La Traviata at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, and regularly directs at drama schools including Arts Educational Schools, Italia Conti, Central School of Speech and Drama, Mountview, and Chichester Conservatoire. He adapted and directed the world stage premiere of Whats Eating Gilbert Grape, alongside the movies writer and director, Academy Award nominee Peter Hedges. He is the Artistic Director of multi-award winning Patch of Blue, who create original theatre pieces with live music for festivals and touring.


  He strives to create ensemble-led theatre that is playful, fresh and moving.


  
    
  


  A Nick Hern Book


  Cassie and the Lights first published in Great Britain as a paperback original in 2024 by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, in association with Patch of Blue and 3 hearts canvas, Southwark Playhouse and Verse Unbound


  This ebook first published in 2024


  Cassie and the Lights copyright  2024 Alex Howarth


  Alex Howarth has asserted his right to be identified as the author of this work


  Cover artwork by Casey Jay Andrews


  Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London


  A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library


  ISBN 978 1 83904 333 8 (print edition)

  ISBN 978 1 78850 786 8 (ebook edition)


  CAUTION This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the authors and publishers rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly.


  Amateur Performing Rights Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language should be addressed to the Performing Rights Manager, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


  Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, tel +61 (2) 8514 5201, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


  New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


  Professional Performing Rights Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world should be addressed in the first instance to Nick Hern Books, see contact details above.


  No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.
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