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 Introduction

Luke
Skywalker has vanished.

In his absence, the sinister

FIRST ORDER has risen

from the ashes of the Empire

and will not rest until Skywalker, the last Jedi,

has been destroyed.



With the support of the REPUBLIC,

General Leia Organa leads a brave RESISTANCE.

She is desperate to find her

brother Luke and gain his

help in restoring peace and

justice to the galaxy.



Leia has sent her most daring

pilot on a secret mission

to Jakku, where an old ally

has discovered a clue to

Luke’s whereabouts . . .

 


Star Wars: The Force Awakens is
a record-breaking hit, raking in $247 million in its opening
weekend. For another record, it hit one billion dollars on day
twelve – the fastest in history.

Joined by Lawrence Kasdan and Michael
Arndt on script, J.J. Abrams has written a triumph. The film stars
new heroes played by John Boyega, Oscar Isaac, Daisy Ridley, Max
von Sydow, Andy Serkis, Lupita Nyong’o, Gwendoline Christie,
Domhnall Gleeson, Adam Driver, and Greg Gunberg. Beside them, Mark
Hamill, Carrie Fisher, Harrison Ford, Peter Mayhew, Anthony
Daniels, Kenny Baker, and Warwick Davis from the Original Trilogy
also appear, alongside longtime friends, family, and Hollywood
stars doing cameos.

The movie also has numerous tie-ins,
including The Journey to The Force Awakens tie-in books,
comics, computer games, and toys, which fill in the 32-year gap
between Return of the Jedi and the film.

This book uses all of these along with
a close viewing of the film to discover what it’s created in all
its nuances. What questions still remain and what are the answers?
With summaries of all that’s led us here, and plenty of interviews
from the actors and creators, the book offers hundreds of easter
eggs and secret surprises for eager fans. Above all, this movie is
about the shared Star Wars heritage, presented with a new
generation of heroes.

 


“The very
first discussions we had were about feeling,” Abrams told
io9. “What did we want to feel in this film? What did we
want the audience to experience and feel? …Why are we telling the
story at all? If we wanna feel that way, how do we do it? Who are
these new characters? ‘Cause this had to be a new story about new
people. And that was all gonna be about trying to serve that
feeling.” (Lussier, “J.J. Abrams”)






 Fans Among the Stars

Certainly, Star Wars has an
enormous fan following – so much so that many popular actors like
Daniel Craig requested cameos (he’s the Stormtrooper Rey controls
with the Force). Many of the new actors are big fans, and there’s
also the actor set like Anthony Daniels (C3PO) and Carrie Fisher,
whose lives were transformed by their time in the film. In a
further layer, Rey, Finn, and Poe are all fans of the heroes who
destroyed the Empire and starred in the first trilogy, connecting
them with all their audience in the movie theater.

Of course, Kylo Ren may be the
greatest fan of all, with his entire existence devoted to becoming
Darth Vader. He prays to the melted helmet and skull, he costumes
as Vader down to the breathing apparatus, he helps build a greater
Death Star. His only ambition is to become a new Dark
Lord.

Meanwhile, in the prequel book
Before the Awakening, Poe is stunned when he meets General
Leia Organa and she sends him on a mission. She smilingly notes,
“You should see your expression” (176). When she compares him to
Luke, he’s “surprised and flattered at once” (178). His parents
both fought for the Rebellion, and all his life, he grew up on the
stories.

Poe also thinks in Before the
Awakening, that he is

 


…one of
the hundreds of millions – if not billions—of sentients who had
been conceived in response to the Empire’s fall. Poe wondered
sometimes how many beings had chosen not to have children while
Palpatine lived, how many had thought bringing a child into the
Emperor’s galaxy would be not a blessing, but a curse.
(154)

 


Thus he owes his existence to the
Rebels’ better world, while Rey may trace a genetic path to Luke or
Leia more directly. She too is a fangirl, struck with devotion to
Han and Chewie. Even Finn seems impressed.

 


Rey: This
is the Millennium Falcon? You’re Han Solo? (grinning)

Han: I
used to be.

Finn: Han
Solo the rebellion general?

Rey: No,
the smuggler

Finn:
Wasn't he a war hero?

Rey: This
is the ship that made the Kessel Run in fourteen
parsecs?

Han Solo:
TWELVE! (mumbles in irritation) Fourteen...

 


As the film continues, Han indulges
her, telling her, “It’s true. All of it. The Dark Side, the Jedi.
They’re real.”

Many of Rey’s actions in the film make
sense on that level – she knows the Jedi mind trick because she’s a
fan. She plays flight simulator games until she grows skilled
enough to have Han invite her aboard the Millennium Falcon as
Second Mate (certainly a great fan fantasy). With a look of joy,
she receives Luke’s lightsaber, the greatest movie prop of all. She
also dresses like him. “Luke Skywalker? I thought he was a myth,”
she insists. She goes searching for him, making that her quest in
the film. Through it all there’s a theme that she’s an audience
stand-in, as all the viewers would love to fly with Han and Chewie,
to have Luke’s lightsaber fly through the air and choose us, to
have Leia tell us “May the Force be with you.”


 The Story So Far…

 Film Summaries and
More

Prequel
Trilogy

 


Star
Wars Episode I: The Phantom Menace (1999)

This film is set thirty-two years
before the original. The Trade Federation and the planet of Naboo
are having diplomatic problems, and the clumsy, slow-moving Senate
has trouble fixing them. Jedi Knight Qui-Gon Jinn and his
apprentice Obi-Wan Kenobi go to Naboo to negotiate. Darth Sidious,
a Sith Lord and the Trade Federation’s secret ally, sends a droid
army and his protégé Darth Maul to kill the two Jedi. The Jedi
rescue native Jar Jar Binks along with Queen Amidala of Naboo.
However, their ship is damaged. They land on Tatooine. There,
Qui-Gon, Jar Jar, astromech droid R2-D2, and Amidala’s
fourteen-year-old handmaiden Padmé try to buy new parts at a junk
shop. The owner Watto has a nine-year-old slave named Anakin
Skywalker, who has built a protocol droid called C-3PO. Qui-Gon
realizes how strong Anakin is with the force and they wager the
parts against the ship from Naboo that Anakin can win a pod race.
He does, and they win his freedom, though not his
mother’s.

The Jedi escort Amidala to the
Republic capital of Coruscant, where she calls for a vote of no
confidence in the useless Chancellor Valorum. The Jedi Council,
including Mace Windu and Yoda, refuse to train Anakin as a Jedi,
since they sense ties to the Dark Side. Thus Qui-Gon vows to train
Anakin himself and pronounces Obi-Wan graduated.

Returning to Naboo, Padmé reveals
herself as the real Queen Amidala and calls on Jar Jar’s people,
the Gungans, to fight beside her. Anakin destroys the droid army’s
central computer, while Qui-Gon and Obi-Wan battle Darth Maul, who
kills Qui-Gon before Obi-Wan kills him. At the end, Palpatine (in
fact, Darth Sidious) is elected as the new Supreme Chancellor and
Obi-Wan plans to train Anakin.


Star
Wars Episode II: Attack of the Clones (2002)

Ten years after Phantom Menace,
civil war threatens, thanks to a Separatist movement organized by
former Jedi Master Count Dooku. Senator Padmé comes to Coruscant
and is nearly assassinated. Obi-Wan and Anakin become her
bodyguards. When she’s attacked again, Obi-Wan investigates the
assassin, while Anakin escorts Padmé back to Naboo, where the pair
fall in love.

Anakin, dreaming of his mother
suffering, returns to Tatooine with Padmé but only arrives in time
to find Shmi dying. He revenges himself on all the Tusken Raiders
who took her. Though he meets his new stepfather and half-brother
Owen, Padmé is disturbed by Anakin’s new violence.

On the ocean planet Kamino, Obi-Wan
discovers the cloners are building an army by copying bounty hunter
Jango Fett. He’s also made a son, Boba. Obi-Wan decides Jango is
the assassin and follows him to the desert planet Geonosis. There,
Count Dooku is calling the shots. At this galactic threat, Supreme
Chancellor Palpatine is voted emergency powers to begin a war with
his clones, the early Stormtroopers. Anakin and Padmé rush to
Geonosis to rescue Obi-Wan, but they are
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