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I created this portrait in 2024, using and adapting two Rossetti paintings as inspiration. It depicts Jane Burden who went on to marry William Morris (see also here). She was an artists’ model, muse to the Pre-Raphaelite artists and an expert embroiderer.
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Mosaic coaster designs (see here).
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DEDICATION

To Ollie, Izzy and Felix, with love.

‘If you feel safe in the area you’re working in, you’re not working in the right area. Always go a little further into the water than you feel you are capable of being in. Go a little bit out of your depth. And when you don’t feel that your feet are quite touching the bottom, you’re just about in the right place to do something exciting.’

David Bowie
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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the wonderful and extraordinary world of mosaic and mosaic making, a world I have inhabited for over 25 years, where you can never stop learning, experimenting and discovering new techniques and exciting ways of working. It’s an art form suitable for all ages and abilities and one that is practised and enjoyed all around the world.

So what actually is a mosaic? According to the Oxford English Dictionary, ‘Mosaic is the process of creating pictures or decorative patterns by cementing together small pieces of stone, glass, or other hard materials.’

A mosaic can be purely decorative or extremely functional, or indeed both! William Morris believed, ‘Have nothing in your house that you do not know to be useful, or believe to be beautiful’, and mosaic fits that brief perfectly.

Within the pages of this book, I would love to share with you my personal vision of mosaic and offer you top tips I’ve picked up over the years as well as technical know-hows. I’ll give you options, where possible, on how to make each project more personal to you.

Projects will include mosaics for the home and ones that can sit perfectly in your garden, as well as mosaics suitable for special occasions and wearable art pieces.

I’ve included a chapter on public and community art, as well as mosaic portraiture. Both aspects of mosaic have been paramount in my professional life for some years now, and I would love to share with you what I’ve learnt and encourage more of both. I can’t even begin to tell you the value of teaching people mosaic within a healthcare setting and adorning the walls with stunning creations. The changes in both people and place through the art of mosaic is incredibly powerful; it really should be prescribed on the NHS.
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A moth with the logo ‘Keep Strong’, created for the Meadow Unit, Warneford Hospital, Oxford, as part of Oxford Health Charity Commission.
Enjoy and have fun, mix and match the projects, take a little bit of knowledge from here and mix it with a technique from there, and that will be the beginning of your own personal style – a style that will never stop changing and expanding. Enjoy the ride!
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Detail of a kingfisher mosaic commissioned by a wild swimmer.


 
A brief history

The first known mosaics were created in ancient Mesopotamia over 5,000 years ago and consisted of small stones pieced together. The Greeks took the art form one step further and added more structure to the designs; geometric patterns began to make an appearance plus depictions of everyday life … and then the Romans decided to join in and changed the face of mosaic forever. As well as expanding on the decorative nature of this art form, they realised its great durability and started using it expansively in homes and gardens. Intact Roman mosaic floors are still being discovered to this day, and you can still walk on many of them. Originally, mosaics were made using different-coloured stone, but during the Byzantine era (a continuation of the Roman Empire), they started to incorporate glass into their work and install mosaics on walls and ceilings rather than just floors. Many churches in Italy are adorned with luminescent, detailed biblical depictions made in mosaic, with Ravenna being the absolute top spot to view exquisite examples of Byzantine mosaics.
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Combined Byzantine and Moorish influences in the 11th-century Palatine Chapel at Palermo, Sicily.
Modern-day mosaics have drawn on all of the technical know-how of our ancestors while still having the ability to evolve. From ancient floors and walls, we are now using it as a fine art as well as a craft, putting our work into frames, making it into jewellery, sculpture and more. Tesserae still includes glass and ceramic but now also found objects such as fossils and sea glass, shattered safety glass, old china cups, personal items and much more.
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A simple mosaic floor preserved in the ruined Roman town of Herculaneum, near Naples.
The projects and ideas offered in this book are predominately contemporary mosaic designs rather than traditional ways of working, but each and every one is a direct result of these ancient techniques.
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A famous 6th-century mosaic in the Basilica of San Vitale in Ravenna, depicting the Byzantine empress Theodora.
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part One

Getting started


Everything you need to get started with your own mosaic, from start to finish.
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Finding inspiration

My aim with this book is to provide you with an array of projects to follow but also give you the tools to create your own mosaics, starting from the absolute root of every piece of art: what inspires you.

Inspiration is all around us, from the leaves on a tree to the moon’s reflection on water. Today’s technology dictates that most of us will have a phone with a camera on us, most of the time. If something moves you, take a picture of it, and if very organised, save it under ‘inspirations’. With each image, it’s always worth enlarging to see if you have captured any hidden gems. Say, for example, you have taken a picture of an old house. Enlarge the photo and explore the smaller detail; there could be colour combinations and design ideas all waiting to be discovered.

I get my inspiration from many places, such as the explosion of a firework, the splendour of a bluebell wood or the colour and shape of tomatoes from a French market.

Inspiration is all around you, every minute of every day; you just need to tap into it with an open mind and fresh eyes. I’m hopeful the projects I have on offer in this book will allow the creative juices to flow freely, teaching you basic techniques which you can take in your own direction and adapt to your own style. Exciting times ahead.
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Designing your mosaic

[image: ]
When putting together a design, there are no hard-and-fast rules, just a few considerations.

If you are new to mosaic, I can’t stress enough to keep it simple. I’ve been mosaicing for 25 years and I’m still learning.

In my portraiture chapter I’ll go further into designing borders and backgrounds, but for now, we’ll go back to basics and build up.

If you are a beginner, I would suggest starting with a smallish to medium-sized board. Too big and it will take forever; too small and it will be difficult to get any detail in. If working on a flat base, I would suggest between 10cm and 25cm square or diameter. Maybe have a go at the robin project here.

[image: ]
The first mosaic you make is important in two ways: it’s your first mosaic creation, which is incredibly special, but it’s also a valuable learning tool as to what works and what you think doesn’t. Would you cut those tiles bigger next time round? Would you make your gaps smaller? Do those colours work together? These are all questions that, when answered or considered, will improve your second mosaic, and so on and so forth.

Another good place to start could be a simple study of colour, practising your cuts and placements of tesserae on the board. You could literally just draw a few squiggles on the base and mosaic within the lines, or take inspiration from the coaster project here and follow
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