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“Golf gives you an insight into human nature.”

—GRANTLAND RICE
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The Great
 Game of Golf
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Golf is a game that inspires awe—when you crush a 300-yard drive off the tee—or brings you to your knees when a putt misses by barely a centimeter. Enjoyed by everyone from amateur players to skilled pros, golf inspires passion in those who step onto the fairway. Whether it is a round for some healthy competition among colleagues, or a day out bonding with a family member who shares your love of the game, golf scratches an itch in our lives.

The quotes in this collection are meant to be enjoyed by golfers of all stripes. Included are quotes from golf’s greatest athletes from Arnold Palmer to Jack Nicklaus to Tiger Woods, each offering wisdom and practical tips for improving your golf game. The collection also includes laughable quotes about the quirks of the game, as well as golfers opening up about the ways golf has enriched them and the lessons it has brought to other avenues of their lives.

Whatever your level of experience as a golfer, you will come away from this collection with something that speaks to you, and to your relationship with the sport of golf.





Competing
 Like a
 Champion

Professional golfers have keen insight into what makes a champion. Whether playing competitively or looking to improve your swing, the pros have tips on how to become the best golfer you are capable of being, and a philosophy on maintaining your edge as a player.

What does it take to be a champion? Desire, dedication, determination, concentration and the will to win.

—PATTY BERG
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I’ve always made a total effort, even when the odds seemed entirely against me. I never quit trying; I never felt that I didn’t have a chance to win.

—ARNOLD PALMER
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No one remembers who came in second.

—WALTER HAGEN

A lot of guys who have never choked have never been in the position to do so.

—TOM WATSON
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Every great player has learned the two Cs: how to concentrate and how to maintain composure.

—BYRON NELSON
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There’s no sense in going to a tournament if you don’t believe that you can win it. And that is the belief I have always had. And that is not going to change.

—TIGER WOODS

Concentrate, play your game, and don’t be afraid to win.

—AMY ALCOTT
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Golf is a difficult game, but it’s a little easier if you trust your instincts. It’s too hard a game to try and play like someone else.

—NANCY LOPEZ
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The difference between ordinary players and champions is the way they think.

—PATTY BERG

There is a difference between playing well and hitting the ball well. Hitting the ball well is about thirty percent of it. The rest is being comfortable with the different situations on the course.

—MICKEY WRIGHT
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The ultimate judge of your swing is the flight of the ball.

—BEN HOGAN
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Your longest drives will come when you feel you’re swinging at 75 percent.

—ERNIE ELS

Play every shot so that your next one will be the easiest one you can give yourself.

—BILLY CASPER
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I have been fortunate to have my game peak at the right times.

—TIGER WOODS
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Make the hard ones look easy and the easy ones look hard.

—WALTER HAGEN

Placing the ball in the right position for the next shot is eighty percent of winning golf.

—BEN HOGAN
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When it’s breezy, hit it easy.

—DAVIS LOVE, JR.
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Looking up is the biggest alibi ever invented to explain a terrible shot. By the time you look up, you’ve already made the mistake.

—HARVEY PENICK

You don’t have the game you played last year or last week. You only have today’s game. It may be far from your best, but that’s all you’ve got. Harden your heart and make the best of it.

—WALTER HAGEN
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Swing easy and hit hard.

—JULIUS BOROS
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This is a game of misses. The guy who misses the best is going to win.

—BEN HOGAN

A great shot is when you pull it off. A smart shot is when you don’t have the guts to try it.

—PHIL MICKELSON
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No good player ever swings as hard as he can. Power is a matter of timing, not overpowering the ball.

—ARNOLD PALMER

[image: image]

Many shots are spoiled at the last instant by efforts to add a few more yards.

—BOBBY JONES

A good golfer has the determination to win and the patience to wait for breaks.

—GARY PLAYER
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Find a man with both feet firmly on the ground and you’ve found a man about to make a difficult putt.

—FLETCHER KNEBEL
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In golf, “close” is like the north and south rim of the Grand Canyon.

—JOHNNY MILLER

Be decisive. A wrong decision is generally less disastrous than indecision.

—BERNHARD LANGER
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The first step in building a solid, dependable attitude is to be realistic, not only about your inherent capabilities, but also about how well you are playing to those capabilities on any given day.

—BYRON NELSON
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I never underestimate my opponent, but I never underestimate my talents.

—HALE IRWIN

I have always had a drive that pushed me to try for perfection, and golf is a game in which perfection stays just out of reach.

—BETSY RAWLS
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The object of golf is not just to win. It is to play like a gentleman, and win.

—PHIL MICKELSON
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Forget your opponents; always play against par.

—SAM SNEAD

More matches are lost through carelessness at the beginning than any other cause.

—HARRY VARDON
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Confidence in golf means being able to concentrate on the problem at hand with no outside interference.

—TOM WATSON
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The biggest rival I had in my career was me. I couldn’t control Arnold Palmer, Gary Player, Tom Watson or Lee Trevino. The only person I could control was me.

—JACK NICKLAUS

One thing that golf teaches you is humility.

—ROBERT WAGNER
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I think I fail a bit less than everyone else.

—JACK NICKLAUS
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I think it’s more than whether or not you win or lose. It’s having that opportunity on that final round, final nine, to come down the stretch with a chance to win.

—PHIL MICKELSON

True sportsmanship is...


	Knowing that you need your opponent because without him or her, there is no game.

	Acknowledging that your opponent holds the same deep-rooted aspirations and expectations as you.

	Knowing that, win or lose, you will walk off the course with pride.

	Always taking the high road.

	And always, always, always being a good sport.



—LORI MYERS

Golf is a game of respect and sportsmanship; we have to respect its traditions and its rules.

—JACK NICKLAUS
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I push myself to be the best I can be. I don’t worry about what other people are doing, and I don’t think about things I can’t control.

—ANNIKA SÖRENSTAM
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A good player who is a great putter is a match for any golfer. A great hitter who cannot putt is a match for no one.

—BEN SAYERS

A competitor will find a way to win. Competitors take bad breaks and use them to drive themselves just that much harder. Quitters take bad breaks and use them as reasons to give up. It’s all a matter of pride.

—NANCY LOPEZ





Putts and
 Puns

Sometimes golf is played for leisure, other times for sport. No matter what brings you to the putting green, there’s something universal in the experience and laughs to be had at the frustration and quirks that come with being a golfer.

I have a tip that can take five strokes off anyone’s golf game. It’s called an eraser.

—ARNOLD PALMER
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Golf is a game whose aim is to hit a very small ball into an even smaller hole, with weapons singularly ill-designed for the purpose.

—WINSTON CHURCHILL
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They call it golf because all the other four letter words were taken.

—RAYMOND FLOYD

Have you ever noticed what golf spells backwards?

—AL BOLISKA
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Golf is a game in which you yell “fore,” shoot six, and write down five.

—PAUL HARVEY
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I had a wonderful experience on the golf course today. I had a hole in nothing. Missed the ball and sank the divot.

—DON ADAMS

I can airmail the golf ball, but sometimes I don’t putt the right address on it.

—JIM DENT
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Golf is so popular simply because it is the best game in the world at which to be bad.

—A.A. MILNE
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Through the years of experience, I have found that air offers less resistance than dirt.

—JACK NICKLAUS

By the time you get to your ball, if you don’t know what to do with it, try another sport.

—JULIUS BOROS
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“Play it as it lies” is one of the fundamental dictates of golf. The other is, “Wear it if it clashes.”

—HENRY BEARD
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Golf’s three ugliest words: “Still your shot.”

—DAVE MARR

Don’t be in such a hurry. That little white ball isn’t going to run away from you.

—PATTY BERG
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If you think it’s hard to meet new people, try picking up the wrong golf ball.

—JACK LEMMON
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Water holes are sacrificial waters where you make a steady gift of your pride and high- priced balls.

—TOMMY BOLT

If you are caught on a golf course during a storm and are afraid of lightning, hold up a 1-iron. Not even God can hit a 1-iron.

—LEE TREVINO
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You know what they say about big hitters... the woods are full of them.

—JIMMY DEMARET
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It is more satisfying to be a bad player at golf. The worse you play, the better you remember the occasional good shot.

—NUBAR GULBENKIAN

The real reason your pro tells you to keep your head down is so you can’t see him laughing at you.

—PHYLLIS DILLER
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Don’t play too much golf. Two rounds a day are plenty.

—HARRY VARDON
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The only thing a golfer needs is more daylight.

—BEN HOGAN

Talking to a golf ball won’t do you any good, unless you do it while your opponent is teeing off.

—BRUCE LANSKY
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Pressure is when you play for five dollars a hole with only two in your pocket.

—LEE TREVINO
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The only time my prayers are never answered is
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