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«Μητρός τε καὶ πατρὸς καὶ τῶν ἄλλων προγόνων ἀπάντων τιμιώτερόν ἐστιν ἡ Πατρὶς καὶ σεμνότερον καὶ ἁγιώτερον καὶ ἐν μείζονι μοίρᾳ καὶ παρὰ θεοῖς καὶ παρ᾿ ἀνθρώποις τοῖς νοῦν ἔχουσι.»   - Σωκράτης, Πλάτωνος Κρίτων κεφ. ΧΙΙ



To my grandfather,

Whose name I carry, and his life was forever altered
by the Asia Minor Catastrophe, 
yet whose spirit remained unbroken. 
This book is a tribute to his resilience, 
his memories he shared with me, 
and the countless untold stories of those who endured and lived or perished. 
May their legacy live on through these pages, 
and may history never forget.
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​Preface
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Iakovos Garivaldis ΟΑΜ

Beyond the weight of unimaginable loss, the authentic stories in this book reveal a history that refuses to be silenced. For those who endured the uprooting, and for generations after, a fragile hope persisted in every refugee settlement: that the world would finally acknowledge their plight, understand their profound suffering. This book stands as a powerful testament to the unbreakable resilience of the Hellenic spirit, a vital chronicle ensuring the voices of a bygone era echo loud and clear, preventing their tragic truth from ever fading.

The enduring value of Hellenism to humanity is beyond dispute, its contribution to the progress and prosperity of the Western world undeniable. Claims denying modern Greeks' descent from their ancient forebears are demonstrably false; scientific evidence reveals a significant 70% DNA match. This inherited Greek DNA, passed through generations since the Mesolithic period (circa 11,000 BC) with maternal haplogroups U5 and U4 and later paternal lineages dominated by C1a2 and I (particularly I2), continues to shape survival. While the spirit of modern Hellenes may seem altered in a world that commodifies cultural refinement, Hellenism, unlike many empires and religions often associated with conquest, genocide, barbarity, and the destruction of civilizations, has historically been a force for progress and the cultivation of other peoples, except in self-defense.

Recognizing the non-negotiable value of Hellenic principles today automatically projects Hellenism's geopolitical significance and the profound impact of its contributions to humanity, literature, and human rights with effectiveness, strength, logic, and persuasive conviction.

Thinking individuals should consider the stunted progress of humanity had the tragic events orchestrated by Greece's neighbour over centuries of despair not occurred. Had barbaric forces not suppressed Greek civilization, replacing it with ignorance, violence, superstition, and prejudice, where might humanity stand now? This is a truth that demands to be voiced.

As revealed in the ensuing narratives and from the crucible of lived experience, a stark reality emerges: women primarily shouldered the immense task of safeguarding the remnants of Hellenic civilization, carrying its essence from the shattered shores of Asia Minor to Greece and the far corners of the world – America, Egypt, Italy, France and beyond. Wherever their forced migrations led, memories of their ancestral homelands and their civilization etched in their enduring DNA remained an indelible mark, as they became the vital custodians, transmitting this culture across generations.

These are chronicles etched in unimaginable suffering; tales of resilience forged in the fires of atrocity. A profound yearning echoes through these voices: a desire for recognition, for the world to acknowledge the magnitude of their plight. This acknowledgment, they believe, would grant them the dignity to reconcile with their past and begin the path to healing.

A shadow of injustice persists after more than a century. The absence of a sincere declaration of understanding and apology from the descendants of the perpetrators, a failure to grasp the sheer scale of the devastation, casts a dark pall over this narrative. Australia's acknowledgment of historical wrongs to its Indigenous custodians offers a path towards reconciliation that civilized nations should emulate. Guilt does not reside with the present generation, but their capacity for empathy and remorse defines their claim to civilization.

Today, as this book takes form, we witness similar devastating practices in Syria, where Christian populations face methodical extermination with the passive tolerance of the world. Where are human rights in Syria? Where are the voices so vocal about Ukraine and Gaza when it comes to the plight of Syrian Christians?

A world governed by double standards will never find peace. If it truly values the enduring legacy of Hellenism, it bears a moral imperative to rectify this historical transgression, which tragically continues even in this age of AI and space travel. To this day, hope for such a reckoning remains elusive. The civilized world, beneficiaries of Hellenic wisdom, science, philosophy, sport, and artistry, has reaped the harvest without acknowledging the enduring debt, a wound that festers in collective memory and will persist until perpetrators and their accomplices recognize it.

As you read on, dear reader, keep in mind that these are not mere tales, but genuine experiences of hardship faced by people and families – just like ours. It is what was provided to me by descendants of these families themselves, as an attempt to have the memory of loved ones never fade. Sometimes I wish there was more detail given to each story, but are we ready to afford further detail that can create additional heartbreaking?
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​Smyrna history in as few words
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Smyrna/Smyrni​[1] (Greek: Σμύρνη, Turkish: Izmir), is the third-largest city and the most important import and export commercial port of now Turkey. It is located at the easternmost recess of the homonymous Gulf, 90 km east of Krini (Çeşme), opposite the island of Chios.

It is one of the oldest cities and ports of the Mediterranean, of ancient Ionia. It was founded around 3000 BC and has survived to this day. In its long history, it has changed locations twice. The first, of prehistoric times, which Strabo refers to as "Old Smyrna," and the second, built by Alexander the Great and his successors during the Hellenistic period. It was inhabited by Greek populations from antiquity until the Catastrophe of Smyrna in 1922 and the population exchange that followed with the Treaty of Lausanne.

The Christian population of Smyrna had suffered massacres even before 1922. The first significant instance was during the Orlov Revolt in 1770. At that time, about 4,000 armed Muslims from various places had flocked to Smyrna with the aim of confronting any landing by the Russians. When the destruction of the Ottoman fleet at the Battle of Çeşme became known on July 8th, a Muslim mob engaged in revenge killings of Greeks and other Christians, even Europeans. According to the estimate of the French Consul Peyssonnel, 1000-1500 people were massacred. At that time, the number of Greeks in the city amounted to approximately 20,000 people.

According to the census of the British Consulate conducted in 1891, the wider region of Smyrna (vilayet of Aydin) then had a total population of 207,000. Of these, the Greeks were approximately 107,000, Turks 52,000, Jews 23,000, Armenians 12,000, Italians 6,500, French 2,500, Austrians 2,200, and English 1,500, while before that period the French traveller Descamps, who was in Smyrna between 1888-1889, mentions that 80,000 Greeks resided within the city.

Much can be said about this city. A long history, many successes, but also destructions. This is not our focus here. We will suffice with these few words, which in no way do justice to the history of Hellenism in this part of Asia Minor.
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