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			Image Books is honored to publish I Am Asking in the Name of God: Ten Prayers for a Future of Hope on the tenth anniversary of Jorge Mario Bergoglio’s election as pope, when he took the name of Francis in honor of Saint Francis, the patron saint of the poor. In this book, the pope offers his heartfelt prayers for the world and compelling invitation to us to work together to change our future.

			We live in an unprecedented age, never before seen in our lifetime. The pandemic caused by the coronavirus has upended our daily rhythms, our work—our very way of life. More than ever we need books like I Am Asking in the Name of God that reconnect us with our faith, restore a hopeful vision for the world, and prioritize our collective holy humanity.

			Blessings,

			Becky Nesbitt

			Editorial Director, Image Books
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				During my first ten years as pope, you have heard me every week with the same constant petition: “Pray for me.” I have said this in audiences, the Angelus, and various speeches. You and your prayers, in the case of believers, and good vibes, from those who do not believe, have accompanied me. They have been a permanent source of energy in my continuing forward with the papacy. For this reason, I would first like to thank you. Second, I would like to tell you that today I place myself in a little more beggarly fashion than usual. I want to share with you ten requests I am making in the name of God to face the future with hope.

				I have the same relationship with God as any other person: a very human one. If you read the Bible, you will find characters who sometimes move away from God, hide from God, and fight with God, like when Abraham bargains with him over the righteous of Sodom (see Genesis 18:23–32).

				A relationship with God is good when it moves forward along the years, does not remain in its infancy, and is open. It is a bond that matures daily, open to misunderstanding, struggle, and communion that is born every new day. I strive for a relationship like this, even in the dark moments.

				I know that God is there, not only when I speak. Sometimes I am merely silent and let God talk so that he will make himself known. It is a relationship of coexistence.

				Other times I do not understand God because he has a particular way of proceeding. But, in any case, one thing I am clear on, and it is how God is with me and with all the world: there is a closeness, a way of compassion, and a tenderness. I hope that my relationship may follow this manner.

				Sometimes it is formal, such as when I celebrate the sacraments. However, when I enter the formality of the moment, I seek to not be overelaborate—that it would be a formality that is in line with spontaneity. Generally, it is spontaneous and does not consist of talking, talking, and talking. It also involves being in silence and contemplating.

				When I was young, it was beneficial for me to read about a saint who was said to spend all his time in the chapel. When asked what he was doing there and how he spoke to God, he responded, “I do not know. God looks at me, and I look at God.” Sometimes our relationship with God is like this: wordless. This is an example of a saint. In my case, I do not get to this mystical state, nor even close to it. I must fight for closeness every day.

				What I feel for God is love. You cannot love God if you do not feel loved. In life, ingratitude often gets in the way; it is not feeling loved by someone who loves you. Feeling loved is principal in this case.

				Today I present to you ten issues that are part of our joint efforts for the sake of the entire human family and to which I would like to offer some proposals. But first, I want to call you so we can all be part of a change process.

				As proposed by various analysts, today’s world is undergoing a change of epoch rather than an era of change. This diagnosis was given even before the pandemic. We are still suffering from the effects of the pandemic and from the war in Ukraine, which has struck the heart of Europe and had disastrous ramifications across the globe. If there was doubt that humanity is undergoing a hinge moment, the last years have cleared these doubts.

				The Church is going through a similar moment because we can no longer think of an institution that is isolated from what is happening around it, whether it be positive or negative changes. As was taught so well to us by the Second Vatican Council Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes, if the world is shaken, the Church is shaken with it because the world is the concrete reality in which the Church is rooted. For this reason, these petitions in the name of God are also directed to all God’s people.

				This change of epoch that we are called to traverse has put in a place of prominence many concerns that, up until recently, did not have the visibility they deserved. I think of, for example, the rejection of all violence against women or the fight against all forms of abuse inside and outside the Church.

				And, whether or not we like the changes that the world has undergone in these last years, this is when we are called to move in, and we cannot stand by with our arms folded. Therefore, the first endeavor to advance these ten petitions in the name of God is to accept this reality. The phrase of the Nobel winner in literature, Bertrand Russell, comes to mind: “To understand the actual world as it is, not as we should wish it to be, is the beginning of wisdom.”[1]

				The world is changing, and we are also invited to birth new changes. This does not mean leaving behind what we have believed and preached our whole lives for a fleeting trend. Instead, it means being prepared so that faith becomes significant and creative in the new context that is to be built. I think, for example, about the transformations brought about by the eruption of telecommunications technology and how it has decidedly changed so many aspects of the daily lives of millions across the globe. Likewise, on the health and bioethical front, incorporating artificial intelligence is a challenge to humanity.

				For many people, the world is becoming more unjust and increasingly dangerous due to the wars and global warming that threaten the survival of thousands of species, including our own. Even though we have the advantage that humanity provoked this situation, humans could (and, it is clear, we should) remedy these problems.

				Let us think of our brothers and sisters who are migrants and refugees. They are often the concrete and living proof of the disastrous consequences of the problems of the world in which we live. Let us open our hearts to them and extend our open hands to those who have traversed thousands of miles with their families with the sole objective of being a little happier. It is they who are escaping, but any one of us could be in that same situation.

				To rectify the various situations brought forth in this book, what I am asking in the name of God requires communal efforts to unite us as the one common family we are. At the same time, it is true that some of the challenges the world has before it can be resolved only if there is a firm and decided involvement by those with more authority. Yet it is clear, whichever may be the case, that if we do not each begin the change at the personal level, we will not arrive at a good destination.

				Therefore, I trust the capability of young people to organize, mobilize, and bring about change. For many of the issues about which I ask in the name of God, we must have willing young people who participate in politics that are at the service of a true, universal common good. I remember the beautiful definition penned by an Italian writer who highlighted the fact that young people can “return to politics its lost ethics; they have the possibility to give a different and new meaning to common life.”[2]

				Let us turn to the example of the defense of our Common Home. While we observe that some countries have only recently awoken from their slumber of material inaction, what do we need to do? It is not only about feeling satisfied with ourselves for recycling our trash or adopting lifestyles that are less aggressive with the Earth. Becoming the change we want to see in the world is the best way to demand that those with significant responsibility adopt the urgent and necessary measures.

				I also reflect on the economic issues. Is it right for me to complain about the lack of supplies in hospitals or the quality of highways if when it comes time to pay my taxes I look the other way or find ways around it through tax evasion? The change we desire to see from above must be marked by the path of our own small daily actions.

				In the case of many of these issues, we have found greater consensus on diagnosing the current situation. What is now lacking is that we put our hands to work. The poet Rilke wrote a verse that should inspire us in that direction: “The work of the eyes is done. Now go and do the work of the heart with the images captured inside you.”[*][3]

				I ask you to join me in making these ten petitions in the name of God.

			

			
				Skip Notes

				
					* Translated from Spanish into English.
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			In the name of God, I ask that the culture of abuse be eradicated from the Church

			
				
				[image: ]

			I cannot begin without again asking for forgiveness. Our words of repentance will never be enough to console the victims of sexual abuse at the hands of members of the Church. We have deeply sinned: thousands of lives have been ruined by those who were supposed to care for and guide them. What we do will never be enough to try to repair all the damage that we have caused.

			We want to look society in the eyes and say that we are committed to combating this evil. We seek a change in the culture that served as the framework for abuse, cover-up, and lack of action for many years. We are making new normative decisions to make available the necessary tools that will help us get to the bottom of this scourge. Considering how little has been done in the past, our commitment to the future can never be too great so that these crimes will not repeat themselves, be covered up, or become entrenched. The absolute responsibility of the Church for the drama of these abuses must be a sincere “never again.” It is our duty to sit face-to-face with the victims, their families, and their whole communities and explain the steps we have taken and the changes we are working on. The zero-tolerance policy, which began a few years ago to confront this inhuman phenomenon, must be our north star and guide. We must make the pain of the victims and their families our own, which will serve as an encouragement to reaffirm once more the commitment to guarantee the safety of minors and adults in vulnerable situations.

			Merely one case in and of itself is a horror. Let us work so that there are none.

			We cannot use as an excuse the fact that “the scourge of the sexual abuse of minors is, and historically has been, a widespread phenomenon in all cultures and societies.”[1] The abuse of minors is not only an atrocious crime, but, when committed by a member of the Church, it becomes a wound to God.

			Our commitment must be to combat the crimes and prosecute the offenders when they happen. But we must also attend our focus and lend our ear humbly to the victims, open our hearts, and accompany them in the healing process to promote a culture of care beyond the Church’s confines.

			At the same time, we are aware that the task of combating abuse through the mobilization of greater tools in the legal field will not be enough to go against the crimes if we do not act in an intentional way to prevent them. Thus, prevention must take a central role in this new stage on which we must walk.

			There is an educational task that calls us as a society. If abuse is a plague that covers all levels of society, the answer must involve all of us in unison—not only to say “never again” to abuse. From the position of the Church we want to work with all of society in a coordinated fashion and across borders to prevent and combat abuse. The culture of care should go beyond the Church.

			People were exposed to damaging experiences because the Church did not do enough to protect minors. As a result, in our buildings, thousands of children were victims of severe crimes under our care. For this reason, we have been moved to acquire knowledge and devise responsible practices, which we will then make available to society in our desire to work together to fight these crimes.

			The consequences of the abuse of minors and vulnerable adults last for years. I have referred to this crime as “psychological murder” in that it can cause irreparable harm to the mental health of the victims.[2] Childhood is erased. In the part of life that should be filled with games and learning, instead, there are physical, psychological, and spiritual wounds.

			One of the most significant failures, if not the gravest, has been not considering the stories and declarations of the victims. For this reason, in this new stage we are moving toward, we want to give a leading role to the people who have experienced this calvary.

			In many cases, the abuse of minors is not reported, especially in a great majority of cases that occur in the family environment. “Rarely, in fact, do victims speak out and seek help. Behind this reluctance there can be shame, confusion, fear of reprisal, various forms of guilt, distrust of institutions, forms of cultural and social conditioning, but also lack of information about services and facilities that can help. Anguish tragically leads to bitterness, even suicide, or at times to seek revenge by doing the same thing.”[3]

			We need better conditions for all people who have been victims of abuse by members of the Church so that they feel safe to give their testimony. Therefore, it is crucial to generate practices that assure their integrity. We must not create situations that revictimize them but instead must ensure them spiritual and personal accompaniment, whether in judicial procedures or the everyday dimension of their lives.

			It is also essential to prepare and form those who are in contact with minors and vulnerable adults to be able to read the unmistakable signs that abuse leaves on many of its victims. The answer is not to wait until the muffled and silenced cry of those who suffer abuse comes to light but rather to be attentive to the thousands of manifestations of desperation and calls for help. In many cases, it was not that individuals did not want to listen; instead, they did not know how to do so. This is something we want to change by training and equipping our institutions.

			To accompany those who have been abused is a task that we put as the base of this renewed holistic approach in the fight against these crimes. All those who have a role in their ecclesial community must responsibly advocate for the respect and humane treatment of victims and their families.

			“Anyone who welcomes one little child like this in my name welcomes me” (Matthew 18:5). To walk with and listen to the victims is the cornerstone on which we would like to build this new culture of prevention and fight abuse. Part of the work includes respecting the victims’ integrity and assuring them that their public lives will not be scrutinized.

			With the same focus, we turn our eyes to those accused of these crimes. But, until they are sentenced, we must guarantee a just process to all those implicated, in the sense that the principle of in dubio pro reo—innocent until proven guilty—must not be left by the wayside, even in the case of these horrific crimes. Even when the evidence is overwhelming, the testimonies are convincing, or it is evident that the person committed the offense, the right to defense must always be guaranteed.

			The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has recommended that complaints of possible abuse not be discounted a priori, even if they are from nonidentified or nonidentifiable persons. The anonymity of the accusation must not lead us to automatically assume the claim is false, though caution must be taken in situations that come in this manner.

			The consensus shows that ignoring such accusations simply because they are not signed with a name is harmful. Because of this, it is critical that the person who receives these accusations and indications of possible abuse
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