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About the Book

‘You can go to hell.’

‘Been there, done that.’

Leaving behind his life in Sunnydale and his relationship with Buffy Sunners, Angel atones for his sins by fighting for humanity in the dark seedy underworld of the superficially glamorous city of L.A. Angel Investigations has moved from the Hyperion Hotel to running Wolfram & Hart, but has their conviction to be champions survived the upheaval?

In his comprehensive unofficial guide to Season Five of Angel’s world, Keith Topping, bestselling author of Slayer, the unofficial guide to Buffy, looks at each episode in turn, considering the links and cross-references between Angel and Buffy, draws attention to logic flaws, points out numberous pop-culture references and discusses recurrent themes and coverage of Angel on the Internet.

This essential guide to the final season of the popular show explores the world of Angel, Wesley, Gunn, Fred, Lorne and Spike as they fight their own personal demons and the loneliness of the Big City in their search for redemption.


Also by Keith Topping:

Slayer: The Revised and Updated Unofficial Guide to Buffy the Vampire Slayer

Slayer the Next Generation: An Unofficial and Unauthorised Guide to Season Six of Buffy the Vampire Slayer

Slayer the Last Days of Sunnydale: An Unofficial and Unauthorised Guide to the Final Season of Buffy the Vampire Slayer

Slayer: A Totally Awesome Collection of Buffy Trivia

The Complete Slayer: An Unofficial and Unauthorised Guide to Every Episode of Buffy the Vampire Slayer

Hollywood Vampire: An Expanded and Updated Unauthorised and Unofficial Guide to Angel

High Times: An Unofficial and Unauthorised Guide to Roswell

Inside Bartlet’s White House: An Unofficial and Unauthorised Guide to The West Wing (2 editions)

By the same author with Paul Cornell and Martin Day:

The New Trek Programme Guide

X-Treme Possibilities

The Avengers Dossier

By the same author with Martin Day:

Shut It! A Fan’s Guide to 70s Cops on the Box
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Hollywood Vampire: The Apocalypse is thoroughly dedicated to all of my pals on Outpost Gallifrey and Buffy Watchers.

Keep the faith.


Preface

It started out as a generic ten-words-or-less idea for a spin-off series. Vampire with soul seeks redemption and fights demons in LA. Who would have predicted just how far Angel would eventually come? Set up during Buffy the Vampire Slayer’s critically acclaimed third season (1999), and debuting a year later, Angel had rather schizophrenic beginnings, seemingly unable to decide what sort of show it wanted to be. Whereas, with Buffy, it had been quickly established that the main reasons viewers were watching was related to the ensemble cast and the soaplike story arcs, on Angel it was initially felt that the series would work best as an anthology, in which guest characters were often the central focus. That theory lasted about half-a-dozen episodes before the production got the dichotomy right and started telling more personal tales from the underground. In doing so, Angel became, over the subsequent years, arguably an even more consistent show than Buffy. It may never, quite, have hit the inventive dramatic heights of Buffy episodes like ‘The Body’, ‘Doppelgängland’, ‘Hush’ or ‘Once More, With Feeling’, but Angel seldom produced a duff note. In its own quiet way, Angel built up a stunning back-catalogue of 110 episodes for syndication and the DVD age.

Angel was tough, dark and gritty (all of the things that a series dealing with the soft underbelly of the superficially glamorous City of Angels was expected to be). Yet it also had wisdom, profundity, poetry and soul in its creative locker. It was often funny, occasionally sad, but always impressive, cutting-edge, dangerous. It was good. Really good. And then, on Friday 13 February 2004, in the middle of a critically lauded fifth season, while achieving some of its best-ever ratings figures on The WB network, Angel was inexplicably, some would argue cynically, cancelled.

The cancellation was a stake through the heart for Angel’s many fans who had loyally stuck with the show – and the network – through two previous threatened cancellation crises (in 2001 and 2003). On the Angel Internet posting board, Joss Whedon wrote to thank fans for all their support, community and devotion and asked them to remember the words of the poet: ‘“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I took the road less travelled … and they CANCELLED MY FRIKKIN’ SHOW. I totally shoulda took the road that had all those people on it.”’ We all knew how he felt. As the final half-a-dozen episodes played out over the following weeks, most Angel fans and many critics in the media expressed, essentially, the same incredulity: They’re cancelling this show while others which aren’t fit to lick its – metaphorical – boots in dramatic terms are to continue? Angel still clearly had stories to tell and things to say. Perhaps, one day, it will (see Grr! Arrrgh!). There’s no doubt that Joss Whedon is a remarkable man, with a remarkable ability to sell apparently dead concepts to a living market. Who else could take a four-year-old flop movie and make it into a cult TV classic that ran for seven years? Who else could take a gone-before-its-time TV show that ran 15 episodes and turn it into a $50 million SF blockbuster? Maybe Angel’s time has not, yet, passed.

But, even if it never returns in any form, we know Angel’s true worth, right?

One of the best television series of the last decade.

Headings

Dreaming (As Buffy Often Proves) is Free: Lots of series do cool dream sequences. Angel (and Buffy) did magnificent, surreal, scary, funny ones. You’ll find them listed here.

Dudes and Babes: A meditation on all the pretty girls and boys that flitted across our screens. Even more than Sunnydale, Los Angeles is full of beautiful people. Most have a story to tell.

It’s a Designer Label!: In the first episode of Buffy, Cordelia Chase was envious of the new girl in school who had recently arrived from Los Angeles. ‘I’d kill to be that close to that many shoes,’ she noted. In Angel, she was, and her clothing budget ran to a few expensive items. We check out the quality and feel the width.

References: Joss Whedon’s shows always took great delight in slipping pop-culture and Generation X references into both the dialogue and the visuals. This category tries to catch all of them.

‘West Hollywood?’: The debate in fandom about whether Angel was gay or not was always a fierce one. The Angel writers were, it appears, not oblivious to this and, after many fans misheard Doyle’s question ‘Are you game?’ in 1, ‘City Of’ as ‘Are you gay?’ the writers seemed to use several scripts to indulge us with a few ‘slash-fiction’ fantasies via some of the filthiest innuendo this side of Round the Horne!

LA-Speak: S’up, homie? ‘From the netherworld known as the 818 area code’, this category lists as much valley-slang as requires an explanation. Totally.

Sex and Drugs and Rock ’n’ Roll: In LA all are rife, even in TV shows. The city may have, as Raymond Chandler noted, ‘the personality of a paper cup’, but it’s a place where literally anything goes.

Logic, Let Me Introduce You to This Window: An acknowledgement that even in the best shows there are sometimes logic flaws, bits of bad continuity or plain foul-ups. Part of the job of being a fan is looking for these, laughing at them when they occur and then aggressively defending them to your non-fan friends.

Quote/Unquote: Dialogue that’s worth stopping the video for.

Other categories appear occasionally, including a few old friends and some new to this edition. Most should be self-explanatory. Critique details what the reviewers had to say while Comments from the cast and crew have been added where appropriate. Soundtrack highlights Angel’s excellent use of music. Each episode concludes with a review and copious notes on continuity and other general trivia that don’t fit in anywhere else.

Keith Topping

Escaping by Canoe

Merrie Albion

October 2004


Previously on Angel

‘A vampire in love with a Slayer. It’s rather poetic. In a maudlin sort of way.’

Buffy: ‘Out of Mind, Out of Sight’

BORN IN GALWAY in the eighteenth century, a young man named Liam was, according to Margaret (one of his subsequent victims), ‘A drunken, whoring layabout and a terrible disappointment to your parents’. Though, as he would tell his vampire sire Darla: ‘With the exception of an honest day’s work, there’s no challenge I’m not prepared to face.’ Asking Darla to show him her world, Liam became a vampire in 1753. He has remained 27 years old ever since. Angel is the nickname of his possessing demon, Angelus (‘the one with the angelic face’).1 He created havoc and terror across Europe for decades and was, according to the elite vampire The Master, ‘The most vicious creature I ever met’. Angelus’s modus operandi involved sending his victims insane, first by killing their family and friends before finally murdering them without mercy or pity. However, all bad things come to an end and, in 1898 after he murdered a Romanian gypsy from the Kalderash Clan, Angelus was cursed by her people to regain his soul and have knowledge of the dreadful crimes he had committed against humanity.

Damned to walk the Earth, Angel (the vampire with a soul) spent most of the following century in misery over his past deeds, shunning other vampires, coming to America and living in the gutter. Rescued by a friendly demon, Whistler, in New York in 1996, and shown a path of hope in the shape of the Vampire Slayer Buffy Summers, Angel accepted that he had a destiny and travelled to Sunnydale and the Hellmouth.

Over the next two years Angel helped the Slayer and her friends – Willow, Xander, Cordelia, Giles and Oz – to fight vampires, demons and the forces of darkness. He killed his sire and nemesis Darla and assisted Buffy in her defeat of The Master and prevention of the opening of the Hellmouth. Briefly, Angel lost his soul again after enjoying a single moment of happiness with Buffy and returned to his evil ways, killing Giles’s friend Jenny Calendar and stalking Buffy with the aid of his offspring, the English vampire couple Spike and Drusilla. Angel was eventually cured by a reversal spell performed by Willow and sent to Hell by Buffy to save the world from the coming of the demon Acathla.

On his return, Angel slowly regained his humanity and resumed his relationship with Buffy. But he spent much time questioning the reason why he was allowed to escape from Hell by The Powers That Be. Realising that there could be no future in a lasting relationship with Buffy, and after helping her to defeat the apocalyptic schemes of Mayor Wilkins and the rogue Slayer Faith, Angel left Sunnydale for the glamour and lights of Los Angeles.

Settling in the City of Angels and trying to forget all about the girl he left behind, Angel spends his days brooding and his nights fighting evil and an ever-present craving for blood. Fortunately, he is contacted by half-human demon Francis Doyle, who points out the dangers of his current lifestyle – for Angel and others – and informs him that The Powers That Be have chosen him for a special mission. Guided by Doyle’s visions Angel tries to save the life of Tina, a coffee bar waitress, who is being stalked by evil businessman and vampire Russell Winters. Sadly, Angel fails, but does succeed in killing Winters and saving Cordelia Chase, one of Buffy’s Scooby Gang who has recently relocated to LA in the hope of becoming an actress. Doyle, Cordy and Angel decide that they should start an agency to ‘help the hopeless’ and Angel Investigations is born (‘City Of’). However, Angel has made a dangerous enemy in the form of evil law firm Wolfram & Hart and, specifically, lawyer Lindsey McDonald.

In a city singles bar, a demonic body-stealing entity is decimating the customers (‘Lonely Heart’). Angel saves the day but seems in danger of losing his own heart to attractive police detective Kate Lockley. Meanwhile, in Sunnydale, Spike has been searching for the famed Gem of Amara (a vampire Holy Grail that grants the undead invulnerability to staking and sunlight). Buffy obtains the gem and sends it to Angel via Oz. However, Spike follows and, in an attempt to retrieve the gem, kidnaps Angel and, with a psychopathic accomplice, subjects him to unbelievable torture (‘In the Dark’).

The gang investigate a stalker who has the ability to detach parts of his own body and send them out to prey on the object of his obsession (‘I Fall to Pieces’). This case is remarkable in proving that, occasionally, the team can save the damsel and make money. Distressed by her sub-standard apartment, Cordy is delighted when Doyle finds her new, plusher lodgings. The only snag is a resident ghost. But, even the toughest spook is no match for the nastiest girl in Sunnydale (‘Rm w/a Vu’). The LAPD tries a sensitive approach to policing, with predictably chaotic results (‘Sense and Sensitivity’) and Doyle’s former wife turns up wanting his blessing for her forthcoming wedding to a demon whose family want to eat Doyle’s brains (‘The Bachelor Party’).

Doyle’s attempts to pluck up the courage to ask Cordy on a date seem doomed to failure. Angel’s love life is also in crisis as a pissed-off Buffy arrives in LA seeking a confrontation. An encounter with a Mohra demon breaks up the argument and restores Angel’s humanity. After one perfect day of savouring the pleasures of the flesh Angel, unable to protect Buffy in his human form, asks the Oracles – The Powers’ representatives – to fold back time. Angel is once again a vampire and only he retains his memory of the day he spent with Buffy (‘I Will Remember You’). Doyle’s visions lead the gang to a group of terrified demons who are hiding from The Scourge, an army of pure-bred demons intent on racial purification. Doyle, having confessed both his own demonic nature and his love for Cordy, makes the ultimate sacrifice. He destroys The Scourge’s death-ray at the price of his own life (‘Hero’). A grieving Cordelia discovers that Doyle’s parting kiss to her was more than a sweet goodbye to the object of his desire and she now has to contend with painful visions and an empath demon named Barney who wants to sell her gift of vision on the open market (‘Parting Gifts’). Angel is assisted in saving her by rogue demon hunter and former Watcher Wesley Wyndam-Pryce. Another ex-Sunnydale resident, Wesley subsequently joins Angel Investigations.

Angel is tortured by dreams of his murderous past and is horrified when these dreams appear to be manifesting themselves in reality. The culprit, it turns out, is Penn, a serial-killing vampire sired by Angelus in his heyday. Angel tracks down Penn but in the process is forced to reveal his own vampiric nature to Kate Lockley (‘Somnambulist’). Cordelia indulges in a one-night stand and wakes up to find herself instantly and hugely pregnant. Thanks to Angel and Wesley, she is rescued and spawn-free within the day (‘Expecting’). Angel encounters Jheiera, a militant feminist member of the Vigories – pan-dimensional female warriors who battle male oppression. Angel is sympathetic but cannot allow tourists to go around torching locals, however worthy their cause (‘She’). Cordelia’s visions enable the gang to save the life of a demonically possessed boy. An exorcism is arranged, but all is not as it seems. When Wesley confronts the released demon and taunts it with not getting the little boy’s soul, it replies ‘What soul?’ (‘I’ve Got You Under My Skin’).

Angel takes a flashback visit to his human past, his awkward relationship with his father and his first, heady days as Angelus while in the present, trying and failing to save Kate’s father, Trevor, from death at the hands of drug-dealing demons and their vampiric henchmen. It is a failure that further distances Angel from Kate (‘The Prodigal’). Hired to investigate a kidnapping, Angel finds himself trapped in a demon fight-club and forced to battle for his life and freedom while trying, with limited success, to incite his fellow prisoners to revolt (‘The Ring’). Angel also meets another Wolfram & Hart nemesis, the alluring Lilah Morgan. Hollywood is a tough place for actors and soap star Rebecca Lowell, upon discovering that Angel is a vampire, and desperate to retain her own youth and beauty, feeds an unwitting Angel drugged wine, thus briefly releasing his demonic persona Angelus (‘Eternity’).

The rogue Slayer Faith arrives in town direct from battling Buffy in Sunnydale and is recruited by Wolfram & Hart with a view to eliminating Angel (‘Five by Five’). Capturing her former Watcher, Wesley, Faith subjects him to horrific torture as her real objective becomes clear. She wants to get Angel angry enough to kill her. Angel, however – despite the fierce opposition of Cordelia, Wesley and, especially, Buffy – decides to try rehabilitating her instead (‘Sanctuary’). As Faith turns herself in and begins a prison sentence for her crimes, Angel encounters Charles Gunn, the leader of a street gang of itinerant vampire hunters. Gunn, while deciding that Angel poses no threat, is contemptuous of the idea of a good vampire, particularly one who is white and middle class. Meanwhile, Cordy considers prostituting herself to millionaire computer geek David Nabbit, whose path briefly crosses with Angel Investigations (‘War Zone’).

Angel encounters Wolfram & Hart’s blind assassin, Vanessa Brewer, and, seeking the identity of Brewer’s next target, infiltrates the firm. In the process, and much to his surprise, Angel gains a new temporary ally – an emotionally conflicted Lindsey McDonald. However, Lindsey is subsequently lured back to the dark side by his boss, Holland Manners. Angel also acquires the mythical Scrolls of Aberjan (‘Blind Date’). Wolfram & Hart, intent on destroying Angel’s link to The Powers That Be, summon the demon Vocah in an attempt to regain the scrolls. Angel, with Wesley’s help, learns the meaning of the Aberjan prophecy’s key phrase, ‘Shanshu’: that the vampire with a soul will play an important part in the coming apocalypse and will then die … to live again. In other words, he will become human. Meanwhile, Wolfram & Hart recapture the scrolls to raise from Hell the very thing that will tear Angel away from The Powers That Be – his sire Darla (‘To Shanshu in LA’).

Inspired by the prophecy Angel starts to calculate his good deeds. However, his record suffers a setback when, due to mistaken identity, he kills the demon protector of a pregnant woman whose unborn child will have a significant future. Angel is compelled to become the woman’s champion in a cross-dimensional trial of combat. Angel, Cordelia and Wesley also meet the Host – a green-skinned empath demon who runs a downtown karaoke bar, Caritas. Meanwhile, Darla is recovering in the offices of Wolfram & Hart (‘Judgment’). Wesley and Cordelia research the violent past of the abandoned Hyperion hotel and are startled to learn that Angel was a resident there during the 1950s. Angel, attempting to help a young woman on the run from the police, was lynched by a paranoid mob of residents influenced by a Thesulac demon. Having abandoned both the hotel and the occupants to their fate, Angel is horrified to discover that the demon and his final victim are still in residence (‘Are You Now or Have You Ever Been?’). Cordelia, Wesley and Angel also find the time to help Gunn battle with the demon Deevak after which Gunn becomes a member of the Angel Investigations team (‘First Impressions’). Angel goes to the rescue of a lone girl menaced by thugs in an alley. But Bethany, aided by her telekinetic powers, is more than capable of looking after herself. The abused Bethany is actually being manipulated by Lilah Morgan for nefarious purposes (‘Untouched’). Angel dreams of his first encounter with Drusilla and, unexpectedly, discovers that Darla is alive and has lured him into a trap. Lindsey McDonald reveals that Wolfram & Hart’s plan is not to kill Angel but to awaken his uglier urges in preparation for a forthcoming apocalypse (‘Dear Boy’). Seeking spiritual guidance, Angel visits an upstate swami who isn’t all that he seems. In Angel’s absence, Wesley assumes the vampire’s identity and, despite some bumbling along the way, manages to save the day and get the girl – a beautiful heiress, Virginia Bryce (‘Guise Will Be Guise’).

Angel continues to brood about Darla; the now-human Darla starts to feel the guilt and horror of her violent past. Lindsey, meanwhile, finds himself increasingly attracted to Darla and at odds with his superiors’ plans for her. When Wolfram & Hart decide to terminate their experiment, Lindsey gives this information to Angel, enabling the vampire to save his sire. A distraught Darla, tormented by her reacquired soul, begs her former lover to make her a vampire again. Angel, focused as ever on the possibility of redemption, refuses (‘Darla’). Gunn’s cousin becomes embroiled in an elaborate demon plot to steal the mythical Shroud of Rahmon – a cloth reputed to cause madness. Angel and Gunn infiltrate the gang but Wesley fears for Angel’s sanity, especially after he, apparently, bites Kate Lockley during a confrontation (‘The Shroud of Rahmon’). Darla’s past, in the unwelcome shape of a syphilitic heart condition, finally catches up with her and Angel must choose between siring her again or watching her die. The Host, however, offers him another option: Angel can win a new life for Darla by submitting himself to three deadly trials. Sadly, there’s a flaw in the plan and Angel, having endured excruciating torments, is told that Darla has already had her second chance. The pair decide to live out Darla’s remaining days together but Wolfram & Hart have other ideas and bring Drusilla to LA where she makes Darla a vampire again (‘The Trial’).

A desperate Angel searches for Darla’s corpse, hoping to kill her before she can rise, but he’s too late and Drusilla and Darla hit the streets on a murderous killing spree. An enraged Angel takes a terrible revenge on Wolfram & Hart, doing nothing to prevent Drusilla and Darla’s massacre of the top echelon of the law firm, including Holland Manners. Returning to the Hyperion, he continues this flirtation with the dark side by firing Wesley, Cordelia and Gunn (‘Reunion’). As his friends adjust to unemployment, Drusilla and Darla begin to recruit muscle for their own gang. But Angel gives the ladies a warmer welcome than they’d anticipated (‘Redefinition’). Discovering that Wolfram & Hart are siphoning monies raised for a teen shelter, Angel visits the organiser, former Sunnydale resident Anne Steele. He subsequently calls in a favour from fellow demon, Boone, to disrupt a charity function and expose the firm’s criminal activities. Meanwhile, Cordelia, Wesley and Gunn decide to continue helping the helpless without their mentor (‘Blood Money’).

Gene, a brilliant scientist heartbroken at hearing that his girlfriend plans to ditch him, decides to use his latest invention to trap himself and his lover forever in a single perfect moment of time. Unfortunately a demon sect alter his calculations hoping to freeze the entire world. The Host and Angel prevent an apocalypse and comfort the hapless Gene while the Angel Investigations gang celebrate the successful conclusion of their first – solo – case (‘Happy Anniversary’). The streets of LA seem to be getting safer, but it’s not down to Angel or his friends. Rather, a squad of zombie policemen who are keen on justice, if not mercy, are terrorising Anne’s street kids. Wesley helps Gunn to solve the problem but ends up in hospital with a near-fatal gunshot wound. Kate’s career is placed on the line after she tries to help Angel (‘The Thin Dead Line’). Things aren’t going well for Wesley, Cordelia and Gunn’s new business after a client refuses to pay their bill. Meanwhile, Wolfram & Hart are gearing up for the 75-year review and, facing the arrival of a senior partner, nervous lawyers seek help via evil rituals. It seems that a Wolfram & Hart contract extends well beyond death as Holland Manners takes Angel on a trip to the Home Office revealing, in the process, that Los Angeles is (as many had believed all along) Hell. As both Cordelia and Kate face mortal danger, Angel succumbs to the pleasures of Darla’s bed and staggers into the rain in agony, just as he once did after having sex with Buffy (‘Reprise’).

However, this is an epiphany of perfect despair rather than happiness and Angel, much to Darla’s disgust, emerges from his night of passion with his soul intact. Kate attempts suicide, but Angel, with some supernatural help, saves her. Then, guided by the Host’s warning that his friends are in danger, he attempts to rebuild some burned bridges. Lindsey, meanwhile, has a few scores of his own to settle with Angel. Having saved Cordelia’s life Angel tells Wesley that he doesn’t want his friends to return to work for him. Rather, having seemingly recovered his taste for their mission, he would like to work for them (‘Epiphany’).

Harmony Kendall drops in to visit her old friend Cordelia, but Harmony has changed since her Sunnydale days – she’s now a vampire and part of a vampiric pyramid scheme. Meanwhile, Angel discovers that there’s an even bigger bitch than Harmony – atonement (‘Disharmony’). Lindsey’s life was difficult with the prosthetic hand that he was forced to wear after Angel chopped off his own, but his newly acquired replacement proves to be a mixed blessing. Cordelia’s latest horrifying vision leads the team to Wolfram & Hart’s body-parts farm. Lindsey leaves Wolfram & Hart and Angel intervenes to save his nemesis’s life – but he cannot resist one final bit of payback (‘Dead End’). Cordelia’s dreams of acting stardom are compromised by a lecherous director and Angel’s protective attitude, while a disturbance at Caritas has the Host seeking Angel’s help. The trail leads to a library, a missing student and a mysterious book in an unreadable language. The Host reveals that he is Lorne (Krevlonswath of the Deathwok Clan), a native of another dimension, Pylea. He finds himself face to face with a past that he would rather forget when Cordelia is sucked through a portal to his former home (‘Belonging’).

In Pylea, Cordy is treated as a slave and meets another LA resident, missing physicist Fred Burkle, who has been stuck there for five years. Back in LA, the gang frantically search for a way to rescue their colleague. Arriving in Pylea, Lorne mourns the presence of his far-from-loving family (although it’s hard not to love his brother, the dancing Numfar) while Angel celebrates the fact that the suns in this world are both of the non-fatal variety. Cordelia’s visions surprisingly elevate her status from slave to princess. Her would-be rescuers, on the other hand, are captured (‘Over the Rainbow’). Cordelia quickly finds that she is nothing more than a figurehead monarch but is happy to meet her handsome half-human champion, the Groosalugg. Pylea brings out the worst in Angel – quite literally (‘Through the Looking Glass’). Angel, with Fred’s help, battles his manifest demon while Wesley and Gunn become freedom-fighters in a revolutionary cause. Lorne loses his head which, luckily, proves not to be fatal. Having set Pylea on the road to freedom and independence, the gang help Fred to reopen the portal and return to LA. There, Willow waits for them with the terrible news of Buffy’s death (‘There’s No Place Like Plrtz Glrb’).

Fred has difficulties adjusting to life back in her own dimension as Angel returns from a summer in Sri Lanka where his attempts to come to terms with Buffy’s demise have been hampered by the attentions of some demon monks. His first mission back in LA involves liquidating a group of vampires whose number includes Elizabeth, the eternal love of James – one of Angelus’s protégés during the 1760s. Heartbroken at Elizabeth’s death and swearing revenge James visits a demon doctor who renders him temporarily invincible. Angel ultimately defeats James, but is left to question his own response to the death of his true love. Meanwhile, in Nicaragua, a heavily pregnant Darla seeks some answers of her own (‘Heartthrob’). Cordelia’s visions begin manifesting themselves in a physical way. However, as the gang seek a mystical cure, Lorne reveals that the visions are being sent not by The Powers but, rather, by Wolfram & Hart, who need Angel to open a door between dimensions and spring one of their clients from Hell. Angel overcomes Skip, a demonic prison guard, rescues his charge and ensures that Lilah Morgan will never again attempt to use Cordelia as a pawn (‘That Vision Thing’). An outbreak of seemingly random killings of the LA demon community leads Gunn to his old gang and a hard decision as to where his loyalties lie. Cordelia seeks the help of the Transuding Furies (who seem very well acquainted with Angel) to temporarily lift the protective Sanctorium spell on Caritas and enable him to rescue his friends from a lengthy stand-off. Gunn decides that his old gang have lost the mission and that his allegiance is with Angel (‘That Old Gang of Mine’).

Investigating a series of bizarre deaths, Angel visits a health club and, subsequently, a retirement home. There he encounters Marcus, an elderly man who has, literally, recaptured his youth by taking over the bodies of healthy young men. In Angel, Marcus finally finds a body that may be strong enough to withstand this process for longer than a single night. Angel finds himself trapped in the body of a weak-hearted old man until his friends realise what has happened and reverse the spell (‘Carpe Noctem’). Fred is visited by her parents and must finally face up to what happened to her in Pylea. While largely supportive of her new lifestyle and friends, the Burkles offer Fred the sanctuary of a return home. She chooses to stay at the Hyperion where her intellect and inventiveness are proving increasingly helpful in the fight against evil (‘Fredless’). Billy Blim, the demonic captive whom Angel rescued from hellfire, wastes no time in unleashing the primal rage inherent in any male he touches; his victims fall prey to murderous misogynistic urges. Wesley, Gunn and Angel are no exception and Fred and Cordelia must fight for their lives until Lilah, having been savagely beaten by her colleague Gavin Park, sends Billy back to Hell. Wesley, devastated by his actions towards Fred, struggles to regain his sense of self despite Fred’s assurances that he is a good man (‘Billy’). As a hugely pregnant Darla arrives at the hotel, Angel is forced to contemplate the seemingly impossible consequences of his night of passion with her some months ago. His friends also discover that the child of two vampires is the subject of yet another ancient prophecy. Meanwhile Sahjhan, a non-corporeal demon, concerned that Angel’s yet-to-be-born child is a threat to his life, releases Angel’s old enemy, the vampire hunter Daniel Holtz, from a stone sarcophagus in which he had been encased for two centuries (‘Offspring’). Wolfram & Hart are intent on capturing Darla for their own nefarious purposes and Angel must protect her both from the law firm and a sinister vampire cult who believe that their baby is The Miracle Child. Holtz catches up on the events of the past 227 years and plans revenge for Angelus and Darla’s heartless murder of his family (‘Quickening’). Darla, influenced by the soul of her unborn child, experiences love for the first time, but Holtz is on the trail and attacks Caritas, forcing the gang to flee to an alley where Darla, unable to give birth, makes the ultimate sacrifice, staking herself to save her child’s life. Thus, she leaves Angel to face fatherhood and the possible consequences of the prophecy alone (‘Lullaby’). As Angel seeks to protect his newborn son, Connor, from the assaults of the demon underworld and the machinations of Wolfram & Hart, Holtz recruits a troop of individuals who have lost their family to vampires, including the beautiful and dangerous Justine Cooper. Under siege from his enemies, Angel flees the Hyperion with Connor in his arms and lures the warring factions into an explosive trap in the desert (‘Dad’). On her birthday, Cordelia experiences a vision so intense that she leaves her body. As her friends struggle to bring her back from the astral plane, Cordy takes a trip with the demon Skip, who tells her that she was never meant to have the visions and offers her a chance to change her life. In the ensuing alternate reality, Cordelia becomes a successful sitcom actress haunted by the vague feeling that her destiny remains elsewhere. When she meets this universe’s shattered version of the Angel Investigations team, she asks Skip for her old life back. Since, as a human, the visions will ultimately prove fatal, Skip demonises Cordelia, giving her pain-free visions and, as a bonus, the gift of levitation (‘Birthday’).

Angel becomes obsessed with the need to provide for his family and advertises for clients, thus unwittingly leading his team into danger from a group of demons who want Fred’s head for their dying leader (‘Provider’). An evening at the ballet takes a sinister turn as Angel spots something odd about this particular production – it seems to have remained remarkably unchanged for over a century. Angel and Cordelia go backstage to investigate and are possessed by the spirits of unrequited lovers. Meanwhile Wesley plucks up the courage to profess his love to Fred, unaware that Gunn has similar ideas (‘Waiting in the Wings’). Fred and Gunn embark on a romantic relationship just as Angel finds his relationship with Cordelia altered by the arrival from Pylea of the handsome Groosalugg. Not only is Angel forced to confront his own shortcomings as a champion but he also agrees to help Cordelia find a magical prophylactic that will enable her to consummate her passion for Groo without losing her visions (‘Couplet’).

Wesley investigates a prophecy which suggests that Angel will eventually kill Connor. To his distress the signs of the prophecy’s fulfilment all seem to be coming true (‘Loyalty’). Angel, unaware that his food has been spiked with his son’s blood by Wolfram & Hart, is behaving in an erratic fashion, terrifying Wesley, who kidnaps Connor in an attempt to keep the baby safe. Sadly, he plays into the hands of Holtz and Justine and is left for dead with his throat cut as Holtz takes Connor through a dimensional portal to Quor-Toth, darkest of the dark dimensions (‘Sleep Tight’). A grief-stricken Angel seeks revenge on Wesley, attempting to suffocate him in his hospital bed. Wesley finds himself ostracised by his friends as Fred, Gunn and Angel pay a visit to the chaos-loving guardian of Wolfram & Hart’s White Room. Angel conjures dark magic in an attempt to rescue his son from the Hell dimension. But the portal to Quor-Toth can only be opened once; a second attempt would endanger the universe (‘Forgiving’). A depressed Wesley learns from Fred that the prophecy for which he almost gave his life was a fake and his efforts were for nothing. A supernatural debt collector has come to collect from Gunn – his soul, signed away in return for a truck. Angel is forced to put his own soul on the line to save that of his friend (‘Double or Nothing’). As a result of Angel’s use of dark magic, the Hyperion is infested with supernatural parasites which inhabit and dehydrate their victims. Fred is infected and her friends must turn to Wesley for help. Meanwhile, Cordelia discovers that she possesses new and shocking powers and the team learn of the coming of The Destroyer as an unexpected guest arrives at the hotel (‘The Price’).

Connor returns from Quor-Toth as a feral teenage warrior who has been taught to hate his biological father and to seek vengeance for the deeds of Angelus. When his attempt to kill Angel fails, Connor must learn to adapt to life alone in a bewildering and terrifying city (‘A New World’). Angel and Connor reunite and fight side by side, but Holtz has a final devious plan, staging his own death at the hands of Justine and framing Angel for the deed (‘Benediction’). As Lilah and Wesley enter into a sexual alliance, Connor, enraged by Holtz’s death, plans revenge on his father. Unaware of this, Angel and Cordelia arrange to meet and discuss their relationship but en route Cordelia is sent a message from The Powers That Be and, escorted by Skip, ascends to her destiny as a Higher Being. Connor ambushes Angel and, assisted by Justine, locks his father in a steel coffin that they sink to the bottom of the ocean (‘Tomorrow’).

With Angel starving and hallucinating on the ocean floor and Cordelia bored on a different plane of existence, Fred and Gunn search for clues as to where their friends have disappeared. However, salvation for Angel comes from an unlikely source as Wesley holds Justine hostage to aid in a search-and-rescue operation. Meanwhile, Connor finds his double-dealing exposed and is brought face to face with his father who, after telling him that he loves him, kicks him out of the Hyperion to fend for himself (‘Deep Down’). The search for Cordelia continues and, guided by Wesley, Angel visits Dinza, a Dark Goddess of the lost, who tells Angel about the Axis of Pythia, a mystical antiquity that can locate souls. Angel, Gunn and Fred break into an auction house to recover the artefact, only to discover that Gwen Raiden, a glamorous cat burglar with electrical superpowers, has beaten them to it (‘Ground State’). In need of a break, Angel and his friends head for Las Vegas to visit Lorne, who has become a huge cabaret celebrity. But all is not well with the empath demon as he is being forced to read the minds of his audiences and help crooked casino owner Lee Demarco steal their destinies (‘The House Always Wins’). An amnesiac Cordelia returns to this plane of existence. Angel decides to protect her from the full reality of her past. But Lorne’s attempt to read Cordelia and thus help her to regain her memories backfires when Wolfram & Hart brain-suck him, stealing what he saw in Cordelia’s mind (‘Slouching Towards Bethlehem’). Fred has a physics article published and is invited to speak at a high-profile symposium. During her speech a dimensional portal opens and she narrowly escapes being drawn into it. Research shows that Fred’s old professor has been banishing his brightest students to other dimensions, including Fred herself to Pylea. Enraged, Fred plots a suitable revenge but, at a terrible cost to their relationship, Gunn prevents her from committing murder. Meanwhile, Cordelia bonds with Connor and slowly pieces together some aspects of her past life (‘Supersymmetry’). Lorne casts a spell to restore Cordelia’s memory with disastrous effects as all of the Angel Investigations team regress to their teenage personas. Once the spell is broken, however, Cordelia’s memory returns (‘Spin the Bottle’).

As Angel and his friends struggle to deal with a sudden spate of biblical plagues, Cordelia has a vision which is beyond her worst nightmares. With Lilah’s reluctant help, Angel, Wesley, Gunn and Lorne investigate and meet a formidable new enemy, The Beast. As fire rains down on Los Angeles, Connor and Cordelia take their relationship to a disturbing new level, unaware that Angel is watching them (‘Apocalypse Nowish’). The Beast kills its way through LA, trapping Connor inside Wolfram & Hart as Angel and his friends find their rescue mission complicated by hordes of zombie employees. At the Hyperion, Angel confronts Cordelia and instructs her to take her new boyfriend and get the hell out (‘Habeas Corpses’). The Beast is systematically exterminating all five members of the Ra-Tet, an ancient mystical order. Once he accomplishes his goal, he will be able to blot out the sun, plunging LA into eternal darkness. Gwen helps the team by providing a refuge for Manjet, the last of the five, but even she is unable to prevent Manjet’s murder. Learning from Cordelia that Angelus has a past history with The Beast, the team decide that it’s time to call back Angel’s own personal demon (‘Long Day’s Journey’). As LA stews in its own darkness, Wesley summons a mystic shaman to release Angelus. Angel experiences a fantasy of a perfect day. But, as he achieves perfect happiness in the arms of Cordelia, his soul is extracted and stored in a
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