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			André Gide

			French writer

			
					Born in Paris in 1869.

					Died in Paris in 1951.

					Notable works:	The Fruits of the Earth (1897), prose-poem

	The Vatican Cellars (1914), satirical play

	The Counterfeiters (1925), novel




			

			André Gide (1869-1951) was a French writer from a middle-class, Protestant family. He is considered one of the most influential writers of the 20th century, and was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1947. His work often addresses homosexuality from an accepting perspective, reflecting the author’s own self-acceptance as a gay man and his stated desire to free himself from the social and religious constraints surrounding the issue.

			Gide made his literary debut in 1890 with the publication of The Notebooks of André Walter, although his most significant literary works were those he wrote in the 1920s. His literary career went from strength to strength, and his writing was highly political: he condemned colonialism and Soviet totalitarianism, as well as opposing fascism. Gide is also considered a forerunner of the writers of the Nouveau Roman (a French literary style which was popular in the 1950s) due to the complexity of his narratives, as seen in The Counterfeiters (1925), among other works. The layered nature of his work stems from the balance between its strong moral foundations, as influenced by his upbringing, and its quest for freedom.

		


		
			The Counterfeiters

			A highly intricate novel

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Gide, A. (1973) The Counterfeiters. Trans. Bussy, D. Vintage: New York.

					1st edition: 1925

					Themes: money, friendship, love, family, scorn, suicide

			

			The Counterfeiters was first published in French in 1925, and today it is considered one of the most important literary works of the 20th century. The stirrings of new literary movements such as the Nouveau Roman are already in evidence in this novel, which was also named as one of the best novels written in French during the first half of the 20th century. The defining features of The Counterfeiters are its free writing style and its numerous characters, both of which constitute a deviation from traditional, linear literary styles.

			The main narrative thread focuses on the bonds of friendship or love between the three main characters (Bernard, Olivier and Edouard), supplemented by various subplots centred on other characters such as Olivier’s two brothers (one of whom goes mad, while the other gets caught up in crime) and Boris, a sensitive boy who is driven to suicide by his abandonment issues.

		


		
			Summary

			Bernard runs away

			When Bernard discovers that his father Albéric Profitendieu, a magistrate, is not really his biological father, and that he was actually born as a result of his mother’s youthful indiscretions, he decides to run away from home, and asks his friend Olivier Molinier if he can stay with him for the night. Before he leaves, he writes a letter to his family explaining why he is leaving. Albéric finds this letter when he returns home after arguing with Oscar Molinier, Olivier’s father, about some kind of scandal involving children and teenagers. The letter wounds him deeply, as he loves Bernard and his fierce, untameable spirit more than he has ever loved his other children.

			Vincent, Olivier’s elder brother and a medical student, agrees to take care of the Comte de Passavant’s father, who is recovering from an operation and is very poorly. This means that he is able to earn the money he needs to support Laura Vedel, who is carrying his child and for whom he therefore feels responsible, even though she is married to Félix Douviers. However, he ends up leaving her for Lady Griffith, a friend of the Comte de Passavant.

			Edouard is the half-brother of Olivier’s mother and is a novelist by trade. While on the train to Paris, he rereads a letter from Laura, an old flame of his, in which the young woman begs for his help. Olivier meets him at the train station, and although the two men are elated by this reunion, their delight is so restrained that the encounter is suffused with a frustrated awkwardness. Edouard is so nervous that he drops his cloak-room ticket on the ground, and Bernard, who is following a few steps behind them, picks it up.

			Bernard is plagued with worry over the young woman’s situation, and gets it into his head to save her using the money that was in Edouard’s wallet. He therefore goes to her hotel and introduces himself as a friend of Vincent Molinier’s brother, Vincent being the man who had so fecklessly abandoned her. At that moment, Edouard appears, but he takes an indulgent view of the theft of his luggage: Bernard may have stolen his suitcase, but he only did so in order to have the chance to meet Olivier’s beloved uncle. Edouard even takes Bernard on as his secretary and takes him and Laura to Switzerland when he goes there to find Boris and bring him back to Paris.

			When Bernard reads through Edouard’s notebooks, which he found in his luggage, he discovers that Olivier acts completely differently when he is around his other friends Sarah and Armand, and feels somewhat disappointed that he is not part of their group. These notebooks also describe a visit to old La Pérouse, Edouard’s former piano teacher, whose son has died and who claims that his grandson, Boris, is being kept from him. Finally, the journals also describe Laura’s wedding, and the Protestant boarding school run by the Vedel-Azaïs family.

			That same day, Olivier visits the Comte Robert de Passavant, who is also a writer. He offers Olivier the chance to become the editor-in-chief of his literary review, and they leave for Corsica together.

			The letter

			Bernard writes a letter to Olivier, in which he describes his adventures with Laura and Edouard at Saas-Fée. He admits that he has fallen in love with Laura, and tells the story of their meeting with Sophroniska, the psychoanalyst who is looking after Boris. Unfortunately, Laura has decided to go back to her husband, and politely rejects him. When Olivier reads this letter he is consumed by jealousy, as he feels cast aside due to the blossoming friendship between Edouard and Bernard. In a fit of temper, he writes a reply which is entirely fuelled by bitterness, describing his trip with the Comte in his new capacity as the editor-in-chief of his literary review and extolling Robert’s virtues without a drop of sincerity. When Bernard receives the letter, he gives it to Edouard to read, and both of them are filled with a burning jealousy towards the Comte. Bernard also involves Edouard in his plan to take a job as a supervisor at the Vedel boarding school, where Boris is going to enrol.

			They all return to Paris and Edouard brings Boris back to his grandfather. Boris feels out of place at the boarding school, and wants to find a group of friends. However, he falls in with a bad crowd: Strouvilhou, Ghéridanisol, Phiphi and George Molinier, who are counterfeiters.

			Unsurprisingly, Bernard and Olivier’s reunion goes badly: Bernard is dismayed by how often Olivier’s thoughts turn towards the Comte de Passavant, whom he despises. Bernard also refuses to write an article for the review, which Olivier loses interest in from that moment on.

			Soon afterwards, Olivier, Bernard and Sarah, Laura’s sister, attend a literary dinner held by the Argonauts. Bernard and Sarah start a relationship, while Olivier is overwhelmed by Edouard and Bernard’s disapproval and scorn for the Comte and decides to cut ties with him, which then leads him to drown his sorrows in alcohol. The next day, ashamed of his drunken behaviour during the dinner and feeling rejected by his two dearest friends, Olivier attempts suicide at Edouard’s house. The Comte tries to hide his disappointment when he hears the news by pretending that it does not bother him, as he had decided to replace Olivier with Strouvilhou long ago. However, his interview with Strouvilhou goes badly, as his outlook is too sceptical and pessimistic, which does not sell well.

			Vincent, who had taken Lilian to Africa, has gone mad and killed her. Edouard and Olivier have finally given in to their passion for each other and Edouard’s novel, The Counterfeiters, is coming along in leaps and bounds. Albéric Profitendieu visits Edouard under the pretext of asking him to warn George that, as a magistrate, he will be forced to incarcerate him if he continues producing counterfeit money. However, he is eventually overcome by emotion and begs Edouard to talk Bernard into coming home. Edouard agrees to this request.

			La Pérouse is feeling disappointed, as his relationship with his grandson is not as loving as he had expected it to be now that they have been reunited, and his despair leads him to attempt suicide. Edouard suggests that he become a tutor at the school to give him a new lease of life, but the students make his life difficult. Rachel asks Bernard to leave the boarding school in order to preserve her sister Sarah’s innocence, as their brother Armand, who has been appointed the new editor-in-chief of the Comte’s literary review, disapproves of the relationship. Boris is tormented by his group of so-called friends, which drives him to commit suicide. Edouard still has not finished his novel, and is hoping to get to know Caloub, Bernard’s brother.
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