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History of Collins

In 1819, millworker William Collins from Glasgow, Scotland, set up a company for printing and publishing pamphlets, sermons, hymn books, and prayer books. That company was Collins and was to mark the birth of HarperCollins Publishers as we know it today. The long tradition of Collins dictionary publishing can be traced back to the ﬁrst dictionary William published in 1824, Greek and English Lexicon. Indeed, from 1840 onwards, he began to produce illustrated dictionaries and even obtained a licence to print and publish the Bible.

Soon after, William published the ﬁrst Collins novel, Ready Reckoner; however, it was the time of the Long Depression, where harvests were poor, prices were high, potato crops had failed, and violence was erupting in Europe. As a result, many factories across the country were forced to close down and William chose to retire in 1846, partly due to the hardships he was facing. 

Age 30, William’s son, William II, took over the business. A keen humanitarian with a warm heart and a generous spirit, William II was truly “Victorian” in his outlook. He introduced new, up-to-date steam presses and published affordable editions of Shakespeare’s works and The Pilgrim’s Progress, making them available to the masses for the ﬁrst time. A new demand for educational books meant that success came with the publication of travel books, scientiﬁc books, encyclopedias, and dictionaries. This demand to be educated led to the later publication of atlases, and Collins also held the monopoly on scripture writing at the time. 

In the 1860s Collins began to expand and diversify and the idea of “books for the millions” was developed. Affordable editions of classical literature were published, and in 1903 Collins introduced 10 titles in their Collins Handy Illustrated Pocket Novels. These proved so popular that a few years later this had increased to an output of 50 volumes, selling nearly half a million in their year of publication. In the same year, The Everyman’s Library was also instituted, with the idea of publishing an affordable library of the most important classical works, biographies, religious and philosophical treatments, plays, poems, travel, and adventure. This series eclipsed all competition at the time, and the introduction of paperback books in the 1950s helped to open that market and marked a high point in the industry.

HarperCollins is and has always been a champion of the classics, and the current Collins Classics series follows in this tradition – publishing classical literature that is affordable and available to all. Beautifully packaged, highly collectible, and intended to be reread and enjoyed at every opportunity.


Life & Times

About the Author

Louisa May Alcott was born into a family of American transcendentalists, the second of four daughters. Transcendentalism was essentially a movement initiated in reaction to a feeling that society was eroding its mores and was consequently in need of reform. Alcott was therefore immersed in an environment of progressive thinking and intellectualization during her formative years. This included a strong moral objection to the notion of slavery, which would become the lynchpin of the American Civil War (1861–1865). The Alcotts hid a runaway slave in their house in 1847, such was their level of commitment to the cause.

During the war itself, Louisa May Alcott worked as a nurse and it was her experiences that served to hone her storytelling skill. It wasn’t until early middle age, however, that she became a success. In 1868 the first part of Little Women was published to great acclaim, and her reputation grew from there. However, her life was not a long one, for she died of ill health at the age of 55, in 1888.

Apart from the Little Women trilogy, she wrote many other novels and children’s stories, which are best known in the United States. Her writing style remained more or less similar to Little Women, because she was primarily interested in the comings and goings of people in her stories. They are the forerunner of the cast novels written by such modern-day writers as Maeve Binchy, where the stories are windows into many interrelated lives.

On a socio-political level, Alcott’s legacy is that she is held aloft as an early feminist and humanitarian. Her high intellect rendered her unable to resist the testing of conventions in her real life and in her literary alter-egos. She lived through the turbulence of the American Civil War and saw America metamorphose into a modern nation where slaves were freed of their literal chains and women were freed of their metaphorical chains. It was a dual emancipation, and Alcott effectively documented the event in her prose.

Little Women

Published in its entirety in 1880, Little Women is a novel about an American family from a female perspective. Alcott based the story on the formative years of herself and her three sisters. It is a novel that says a great deal about people and society without requiring a complex or sweeping plot to carry the reader along. 

The primary theme is that siblings each have different personalities despite having been brought up in the same family environment—nature versus nurture. Alcott gives each of the four sisters particular idiosyncrasies that signature their personalities and generate advantages and disadvantages for them. Thus they are each known for being vain, quick-tempered, coy, and selfish. To some extent, the novel is also about the extent to which children live up to their ascribed personality traits once they are known for them, or rather are allotted them as if parents need to compartmentalize their children’s traits. Alcott generally regards the four specific traits as personality flaws, as opposed to strengths, so the four sisters stuggle to overcome them rather than embrace them.

However, Alcott was writing at a time when people held deeply Christian values, where the ideal person was the opposite of all those traits: modest, level-headed, outgoing, and giving. The idea was to pretend to be that ideal, albeit an unattainable, synthesis. It was all about being virtuous and wholesome in the eyes of the Christian God, although fundamentally it was about being a good prospect as potential wife or husband material in the eyes of others who held the same views.

The title of Little Women has been interpreted in two ways. First, as an expression of the relative unimportance of women in comparison to men in 19th-century America. Second, the title is often read as a statement about the general lack of significance of most people in society. Alcott was certainly a forerunner of the feminist movement, so it seems likely that the title encompasses both meanings: in other words, that women, and especially those of mediocrity, possess a diminutive presence.

Little Men

In Little Men (1871), Alcott has effectively written a sequel to Little Women. However, this time Alcott investigates the rite of passage from boyhood to manhood and how masculinity is expressed and interpreted. 

The plot covers a six-month period as a number of boys attend the recently established Plumfield boarding school, run by Jo from Little Women. They are a motley crew of varying personalities, and Alcott experiments with the interplay of their relationships. The book demonstrates Alcott’s concept of an ideal school, in which children are treated as individuals and encouraged to express themselves. One such example of this is that the children each have their allotted gardens and their own pets, as if they are young adults. 

A character named Dan is brought into the story to mix things up. He is a streetwise orphan who decides that the other boys need to experience a few vices, so he introduces them to drinking, smoking, and gambling. He also encourages them to swear and fight one another. He is consequently expelled, but his rough edges are eventually rounded off and he takes the role of curator in the natural history museum at the school.

As with all of Alcott’s material, Little Men is not a literary novel, but it does make some degree of social comment, especially as it demonstrates that children from disadvantaged backgrounds can be turned into achievers if given the right environment and encouragement. This was in marked contrast to the general Victorian view that the underclass only had themselves to blame for their circumstance. 

This humanitarian view, espoused by Alcott, was important in reforming the consensus on the role of education in society and the government’s responsibility for delivering that education. In 1870 the Elementary Education Act was passed in England, which set the ball rolling. Then the Education Acts of 1902 and 1918 established the basic framework upon which state schooling is run to this day. Schooling went from something only the privileged classes could afford to a legal right for all in society. The bottom line was a realization that society is better served when all people have the potential to learn the basics, such as reading, writing, and arithmetic. In addition, individuals with useful talents are rendered able to demonstrate their abilities and enjoy success. 

By placing her characters in such a school, Alcott had set parameters to contain them, both physically and psychologically. It was rather like seeding a Petri dish to see how organisms would grow and interact within the confines. This was a useful devise for Alcott, as it enabled her to manage her characters as if they were players entering and exiting a stage.  


CLASSIC LITERATURE: WORDS AND PHRASES
adapted from the Collins English Dictionary

Accoucheur NOUN a male midwife or doctor [image: Symbol Missing] I think my sister must have had some general idea that I was a young offender whom an Accoucheur Policemen had taken up (on my birthday) and delivered over to her (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

addled ADJ confused and unable to think properly [image: Symbol Missing] But she counted and counted till she got that addled (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

admiration NOUN amazement or wonder [image: Symbol Missing] lifting up his hands and eyes by way of admiration (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

afeard ADJ afeard means afraid [image: Symbol Missing] shake it–and don’t be afeard (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

affected VERB affected means followed [image: Symbol Missing] Hadst thou affected sweet divinity (Doctor Faustus 5.2 by Christopher Marlowe) 

aground ADV when a boat runs aground, it touches the ground in a shallow part of the water and gets stuck [image: Symbol Missing] what kep’ you?–boat get aground? (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

ague NOUN a fever in which the patient has alternate hot and cold shivering fits [image: Symbol Missing] his exposure to the wet and cold had brought on fever and ague (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

alchemy ADJ false or worthless [image: Symbol Missing] all wealth alchemy (The Sun Rising by John Donne) 

all alike PHRASE the same all the time [image: Symbol Missing] Love, all alike (The Sun Rising by John Donne) 

alow and aloft PHRASE alow means in the lower part or bottom, and aloft means on the top, so alow and aloft means on the top and in the bottom or throughout [image: Symbol Missing] Someone’s turned the chest out alow and aloft (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

ambuscade NOUN ambuscade is not a proper word. Tom means an ambush, which is when a group of people attack their enemies, after hiding and waiting for them [image: Symbol Missing] and so we would lie in ambuscade, as he called it (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

amiable ADJ likeable or pleasant [image: Symbol Missing] Such amiable qualities must speak for themselves (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

amulet NOUN an amulet is a charm thought to drive away evil spirits. [image: Symbol Missing] uttered phrases at once occult and familiar, like the amulet worn on the heart (Silas Marner by George Eliot) 

amusement NOUN here amusement means a strange and disturbing puzzle [image: Symbol Missing] this was an amusement the other way (Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe) 

ancient NOUN an ancient was the flag displayed on a ship to show which country it belongs to. It is also called the ensign [image: Symbol Missing] her ancient and pendants out (Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe) 

antic ADJ here antic means horrible or grotesque [image: Symbol Missing] armed and dressed after a very antic manner (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

antics NOUN antics is an old word meaning clowns, or people who do silly things to make other people laugh [image: Symbol Missing] And point like antics at his triple crown (Doctor Faustus 3.2 by Christopher Marlowe) 

appanage NOUN an appanage is a living allowance [image: Symbol Missing] As if loveliness were not the special prerogative of woman–her legitimate appanage and heritage! (Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë) 

appended VERB appended means attached or added to [image: Symbol Missing] and these words appended (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

approver NOUN an approver is someone who gives evidence against someone he used to work with [image: Symbol Missing] Mr. Noah Claypole: receiving a free pardon from the Crown in consequence of being admitted approver against Fagin (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

areas NOUN the areas is the space, below street level, in front of the basement of a house [image: Symbol Missing] The Dodger had a vicious propensity, too, of pulling the caps from the heads of small boys and tossing them down areas (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

argument NOUN theme or important idea or subject which runs through a piece of writing [image: Symbol Missing] Thrice needful to the argument which now (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

artificially ADV artfully or cleverly [image: Symbol Missing] and he with a sharp flint sharpened very artificially (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

artist NOUN here artist means a skilled workman [image: Symbol Missing] This man was a most ingenious artist (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

assizes NOUN assizes were regular court sessions which a visiting judge was in charge of [image: Symbol Missing] you shall hang at the next assizes (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

attraction NOUN gravitation, or Newton’s theory of gravitation [image: Symbol Missing] he predicted the same fate to attraction (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

aver VERB to aver is to claim something strongly [image: Symbol Missing] for Jem Rodney, the mole catcher, averred that one evening as he was returning homeward (Silas Marner by George Eliot) 

baby NOUN here baby means doll, which is a child’s toy that looks like a small person [image: Symbol Missing] and skilful dressing her baby (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

bagatelle NOUN bagatelle is a game rather like billiards and pool [image: Symbol Missing] Breakfast had been ordered at a pleasant little tavern, a mile or so away upon the rising ground beyond the green; and there was a bagatelle board in the room, in case we should desire to unbend our minds after the solemnity. (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

bah EXCLAM Bah is an exclamation of frustration or anger [image: Symbol Missing] “Bah,” said Scrooge. (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

bairn NOUN a northern word for child [image: Symbol Missing] Who has taught you those fine words, my bairn? (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

bait VERB to bait means to stop on a journey to take refreshment [image: Symbol Missing] So, when they stopped to bait the horse, and ate and drank and enjoyed themselves, I could touch nothing that they touched, but kept my fast unbroken. (David Copperfield by Charles Dickens) 

balustrade NOUN a balustrade is a row of vertical columns that form railings [image: Symbol Missing] but I mean to say you might have got a hearse up that staircase, and taken it broadwise, with the splinter-bar towards the wall, and the door towards the balustrades: and done it easy (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

bandbox NOUN a large lightweight box for carrying bonnets or hats [image: Symbol Missing] I am glad I bought my bonnet, if it is only for the fun of having another bandbox (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

barren NOUN a barren here is a stretch or expanse of barren land [image: Symbol Missing] a line of upright stones, continued the length of the barren (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

basin NOUN a basin was a cup without a handle [image: Symbol Missing] who is drinking his tea out of a basin (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

battalia NOUN the order of battle [image: Symbol Missing] till I saw part of his army in battalia (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

battery NOUN a Battery is a fort or a place where guns are positioned [image: Symbol Missing] You bring the lot to me, at that old Battery over yonder (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

battledore and shuttlecock NOUN The game battledore and shuttlecock was an early version of the game now known as badminton. The aim of the early game was simply to keep the shuttlecock from hitting the ground. [image: Symbol Missing] Battledore and shuttlecock’s a wery good game vhen you an’t the shuttlecock and two lawyers the battledores, in which case it gets too excitin’ to be pleasant (Pickwick Papers by Charles Dickens) 

beadle NOUN a beadle was a local official who had power over the poor [image: Symbol Missing] But these impertinences were speedily checked by the evidence of the surgeon, and the testimony of the beadle (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

bearings NOUN the bearings of a place are the measurements or directions that are used to find or locate it [image: Symbol Missing] the bearings of the island (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

beaufet NOUN a beaufet was a sideboard [image: Symbol Missing] and sweet-cake from the beaufet (Emma by Jane Austen) 

beck NOUN a beck is a small stream [image: Symbol Missing] a beck which follows the bend of the glen (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

bedight VERB decorated [image: Symbol Missing] and bedight with Christmas holly stuck into the top. (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

Bedlam NOUN Bedlam was a lunatic asylum in London which had statues carved by Caius Gabriel Cibber at its entrance [image: Symbol Missing] Bedlam, and those carved maniacs at the gates (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

beeves NOUN oxen or castrated bulls which are animals used for pulling vehicles or carrying things [image: Symbol Missing] to deliver in every morning six beeves (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

begot VERB created or caused [image: Symbol Missing] Begot in thee (On His Mistress by John Donne) 

behoof NOUN behoof means benefit [image: Symbol Missing] “Yes, young man,” said he, releasing the handle of the article in question, retiring a step or two from my table, and speaking for the behoof of the landlord and waiter at the door (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

berth NOUN a berth is a bed on a boat [image: Symbol Missing] this is the berth for me (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

bevers NOUN a bever was a snack, or small portion of food, eaten between main meals [image: Symbol Missing] that buys me thirty meals a day and ten bevers (Doctor Faustus 2.1 by Christopher Marlowe) 

bilge water NOUN the bilge is the widest part of a ship’s bottom, and the bilge water is the dirty water that collects there [image: Symbol Missing] no gush of bilge-water had turned it to fetid puddle (Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë) 

bills NOUN bills is an old term meaning prescription. A prescription is the piece of paper on which your doctor writes an order for medicine and which you give to a chemist to get the medicine [image: Symbol Missing] Are not thy bills hung up as monuments (Doctor Faustus 1.1 by Christopher Marlowe) 

black cap NOUN a judge wore a black cap when he was about to sentence a prisoner to death [image: Symbol Missing] The judge assumed the black cap, and the prisoner still stood with the same air and gesture. (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

black gentleman NOUN this was another word for the devil [image: Symbol Missing] for she is as impatient as the black gentleman (Emma by Jane Austen) 

boot-jack NOUN a wooden device to help take boots off [image: Symbol Missing] The speaker appeared to throw a boot-jack, or some such article, at the person he addressed (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

booty NOUN booty means treasure or prizes [image: Symbol Missing] would be inclined to give up their booty in payment of the dead man’s debts (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

Bow Street runner PHRASE Bow Street runners were the first British police force, set up by the author Henry Fielding in the eighteenth century [image: Symbol Missing] as would have convinced a judge or a Bow Street runner (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

brawn NOUN brawn is a dish of meat which is set in jelly [image: Symbol Missing] Heaped up upon the floor, to form a kind of throne, were turkeys, geese, game, poultry, brawn, great joints of meat, sucking-pigs (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

bray VERB when a donkey brays, it makes a loud, harsh sound [image: Symbol Missing] and she doesn’t bray like a jackass (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

break VERB in order to train a horse you first have to break it [image: Symbol Missing] “If a high-mettled creature like this,” said he, “can’t be broken by fair means, she will never be good for anything” (Black Beauty by Anna Sewell) 

bullyragging VERB bullyragging is an old word which means bullying. To bullyrag someone is to threaten or force someone to do something they don’t want to do [image: Symbol Missing] and a lot of loafers bullyragging him for sport (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

but PREP except for (this) [image: Symbol Missing] but this, all pleasures fancies be (The Good-Morrow by John Donne) 

by hand PHRASE by hand was a common expression of the time meaning that baby had been fed either using a spoon or a bottle rather than by breast-feeding [image: Symbol Missing] My sister, Mrs. Joe Gargery, was more than twenty years older than I, and had established a great reputation with herself ... because she had bought me up ‘by hand’ (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

bye-spots NOUN bye-spots are lonely places [image: Symbol Missing] and bye-spots of tales rich with indigenous produce (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

calico NOUN calico is plain white fabric made from cotton [image: Symbol Missing] There was two old dirty calico dresses (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

camp-fever NOUN camp-fever was another word for the disease typhus [image: Symbol Missing] during a severe camp-fever (Emma by Jane Austen) 

cant NOUN cant is insincere or empty talk [image: Symbol Missing] “Man,” said the Ghost, “if man you be in heart, not adamant, forbear that wicked cant until you have discovered What the surplus is, and Where it is.” (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

canty ADJ canty means lively, full of life [image: Symbol Missing] My mother lived til eighty, a canty dame to the last (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

canvas VERB to canvas is to discuss [image: Symbol Missing] We think so very differently on this point Mr Knightley, that there can be no use in canvassing it (Emma by Jane Austen) 

capital ADJ capital means excellent or extremely good [image: Symbol Missing] for it’s capital, so shady, light, and big (Little Women by Louisa May Alcott) 

capstan NOUN a capstan is a device used on a ship to lift sails and anchors [image: Symbol Missing] capstans going, ships going out to sea, and unintelligible sea creatures roaring curses over the bulwarks at respondent lightermen (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

case-bottle NOUN a square bottle designed to fit with others into a case [image: Symbol Missing] The spirit being set before him in a huge case-bottle, which had originally come out of some ship’s locker (The Old Curiosity Shop by Charles Dickens) 

casement NOUN casement is a word meaning window. The teacher in Nicholas Nickleby misspells window showing what a bad teacher he is [image: Symbol Missing] W-i-n, win, d-e-r, der, winder, a casement. (Nicholas Nickleby by Charles Dickens)

cataleptic ADJ a cataleptic fit is one in which the victim goes into a trancelike state and remains still for a long time [image: Symbol Missing] It was at this point in their history that Silas’s cataleptic fit occurred during the prayer-meeting (Silas Marner by George Eliot) 

cauldron NOUN a cauldron is a large cooking pot made of metal [image: Symbol Missing] stirring a large cauldron which seemed to be full of soup (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll) 

cephalic ADJ cephalic means to do with the head [image: Symbol Missing] with ink composed of a cephalic tincture (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

chaise and four NOUN a closed four-wheel carriage pulled by four horses [image: Symbol Missing] he came down on Monday in a chaise and four to see the place (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

chamberlain NOUN the main servant in a household [image: Symbol Missing] In those times a bed was always to be got there at any hour of the night, and the chamberlain, letting me in at his ready wicket, lighted the candle next in order on his shelf (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

characters NOUN distinguishing marks [image: Symbol Missing] Impressed upon all forms the characters (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

chary ADJ cautious [image: Symbol Missing] I should have been chary of discussing my guardian too freely even with her (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

cherishes VERB here cherishes means cheers or brightens [image: Symbol Missing] some philosophic song of Truth that cherishes our daily life (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

chickens’ meat PHRASE chickens’ meat is an old term which means chickens’ feed or food [image: Symbol Missing] I had shook a bag of chickens’ meat out in that place (Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe) 

chimeras NOUN a chimera is an unrealistic idea or a wish which is unlikely to be fulfilled [image: Symbol Missing] with many other wild impossible chimeras (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

chines NOUN chine is a cut of meat that includes part or all of the backbone of the animal [image: Symbol Missing] and they found hams and chines uncut (Silas Marner by George Eliot) 

chits NOUN chits is a slang word which means girls [image: Symbol Missing] I hate affected, niminy-piminy chits! (Little Women by Louisa May Alcott) 

chopped VERB chopped means come suddenly or accidentally [image: Symbol Missing] if I had chopped upon them (Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe) 

chute NOUN a narrow channel [image: Symbol Missing] One morning about day-break, I found a canoe and crossed over a chute to the main shore (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

circumspection NOUN careful observation of events and circumstances; caution [image: Symbol Missing] I honour your circumspection (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

clambered VERB clambered means to climb somewhere with difficulty, usually using your hands and your feet [image: Symbol Missing] he clambered up and down stairs (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

clime NOUN climate [image: Symbol Missing] no season knows nor clime (The Sun Rising by John Donne) 

clinched VERB clenched [image: Symbol Missing] the tops whereof I could but just reach with my fist clinched (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

close chair NOUN a close chair is a sedan chair, which is an covered chair which has room for one person. The sedan chair is carried on two poles by two men, one in front and one behind [image: Symbol Missing] persuaded even the Empress herself to let me hold her in her close chair (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

clown NOUN clown here means peasant or person who lives off the land [image: Symbol Missing] In ancient days by emperor and clown (Ode on a Nightingale by John Keats) 

coalheaver NOUN a coalheaver loaded coal onto ships using a spade [image: Symbol Missing] Good, strong, wholesome medicine, as was given with great success to two Irish labourers and a coalheaver (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

coal-whippers NOUN men who worked at docks using machines to load coal onto ships [image: Symbol Missing] here, were colliers by the score and score, with the coal-whippers plunging off stages on deck (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

cobweb NOUN a cobweb is the net which a spider makes for catching insects [image: Symbol Missing] the walls and ceilings were all hung round with cobwebs (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

coddling VERB coddling means to treat someone too kindly or protect them too much [image: Symbol Missing] and I’ve been coddling the fellow as if I’d been his grandmother (Little Women by Louisa May Alcott) 

coil NOUN coil means noise or fuss or disturbance [image: Symbol Missing] What a coil is there? (Doctor Faustus 4.7 by Christopher Marlowe) 

collared VERB to collar something is a slang term which means to capture. In this sentence, it means he stole it [the money] [image: Symbol Missing] he collared it (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

colling VERB colling is an old word which means to embrace and kiss [image: Symbol Missing] and no clasping and colling at all (Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy) 

colloquies NOUN colloquy is a formal conversation or dialogue [image: Symbol Missing] Such colloquies have occupied many a pair of pale-faced weavers (Silas Marner by George Eliot) 

comfit NOUN sugar-covered pieces of fruit or nut eaten as sweets [image: Symbol Missing] and pulled out a box of comfits (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll) 

coming out VERB when a girl came out in society it meant she was of marriageable age. In order to ‘come out’ girls were expecting to attend balls and other parties during a season [image: Symbol Missing] The younger girls formed hopes of coming out a year or two sooner than they might otherwise have done (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

commit VERB commit means arrest or stop [image: Symbol Missing] Commit the rascals (Doctor Faustus 4.7 by Christopher Marlowe) 

commodious ADJ commodious means convenient [image: Symbol Missing] the most commodious and effectual ways (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

commons NOUN commons is an old term meaning food shared with others [image: Symbol Missing] his pauper assistants ranged themselves behind him; the gruel was served out; and a long grace was said over the short commons. (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

complacency NOUN here complacency means a desire to please others. To-day complacency means feeling pleased with oneself without good reason. [image: Symbol Missing] Twas thy power that raised the first complacency in me (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

complaisance NOUN complaisance was eagerness to please [image: Symbol Missing] we cannot wonder at his complaisance (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

complaisant ADJ complaisant means polite [image: Symbol Missing] extremely cheerful and complaisant to their guest (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

conning VERB conning means learning by heart [image: Symbol Missing] Or conning more (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

consequent NOUN consequence [image: Symbol Missing] as avarice is the necessary consequent of old age (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

consorts NOUN concerts [image: Symbol Missing] The King, who delighted in music, had frequent consorts at Court (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

conversible ADJ conversible meant easy to talk to, companionable [image: Symbol Missing] He can be a conversible companion (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

copper NOUN a copper is a large pot that can be heated directly over a fire [image: Symbol Missing] He gazed in stupefied astonishment on the small rebel for some seconds, and then clung for support to the copper (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

copper-stick NOUN a copper-stick is the long piece of wood used to stir washing in the copper (or boiler) which was usually the biggest cooking pot in the house [image: Symbol Missing] It was Christmas Eve, and I had to stir the pudding for next day, with a copper-stick, from seven to eight by the Dutch clock (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

counting-house NOUN a counting- house is a place where accountants work [image: Symbol Missing] Once upon a time–of all the good days in the year, on Christmas Eve–old Scrooge sat busy in his counting-house (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

courtier NOUN a courtier is someone who attends the king or queen–a member of the court [image: Symbol Missing] next the ten courtiers; (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll) 

covies NOUN covies were flocks of partridges [image: Symbol Missing] and will save all of the best covies for you (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

cowed VERB cowed means frightened or intimidated [image: Symbol Missing] it cowed me more than the pain (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

cozened VERB cozened means tricked or deceived [image: Symbol Missing] Do you remember, sir, how you cozened me (Doctor Faustus 4.7 by Christopher Marlowe) 

cravats NOUN a cravat is a folded cloth that a man wears wrapped around his neck as a decorative item of clothing [image: Symbol Missing] we’d ’a’ slept in our cravats to-night (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

crock and dirt PHRASE crock and dirt is an old expression meaning soot and dirt [image: Symbol Missing] and the mare catching cold at the door, and the boy grimed with crock and dirt (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

crockery NOUN here crockery means pottery [image: Symbol Missing] By one of the parrots was a cat made of crockery (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

crooked sixpence PHRASE it was considered unlucky to have a bent sixpence [image: Symbol Missing] You’ve got the beauty, you see, and I’ve got the luck, so you must keep me by you for your crooked sixpence (Silas Marner by George Eliot) 

croquet NOUN croquet is a traditional English summer game in which players try to hit wooden balls through hoops [image: Symbol Missing] and once she remembered trying to box her own ears for having cheated herself in a game of croquet (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll) 

cross PREP across [image: Symbol Missing] The two great streets, which run cross and divide it into four quarters (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

culpable ADJ if you are culpable for something it means you are to blame [image: Symbol Missing] deep are the sorrows that spring from false ideas for which no man is culpable. (Silas Marner by George Eliot) 

cultured ADJ cultivated [image: Symbol Missing] Nor less when spring had warmed the cultured Vale (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

cupidity NOUN cupidity is greed [image: Symbol Missing] These people hated me with the hatred of cupidity and disappointment. (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

curricle NOUN an open two-wheeled carriage with one seat for the driver and space for a single passenger [image: Symbol Missing] and they saw a lady and a gentleman in a curricle (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

cynosure NOUN a cynosure is something that strongly attracts attention or admiration [image: Symbol Missing] Then I thought of Eliza and Georgiana; I beheld one the cynosure of a ballroom, the other the inmate of a convent cell (Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë) 

dalliance NOUN someone’s dalliance with something is a brief involvement with it [image: Symbol Missing] nor sporting in the dalliance of love (Doctor Faustus Chorus by Christopher Marlowe) 

darkling ADV darkling is an archaic way of saying in the dark [image: Symbol Missing] Darkling I listen (Ode on a Nightingale by John Keats) 

delf-case NOUN a sideboard for holding dishes and crockery [image: Symbol Missing] at the pewter dishes and delf-case (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

determined [image: Symbol Missing] VERB here determined means ended [image: Symbol Missing] and be out of vogue when that was determined (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) [image: Symbol Missing] VERB determined can mean to have been learned or found especially by investigation or experience [image: Symbol Missing] All the sensitive feelings it wounded so cruelly, all the shame and misery it kept alive within my breast, became more poignant as I thought of this; and I determined that the life was unendurable (David Copperfield by Charles Dickens) 

Deuce NOUN a slang term for the Devil [image: Symbol Missing] Ah, I dare say I did. Deuce take me, he added suddenly, I know I did. I find I am not quite unscrewed yet. (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

diabolical ADJ diabolical means devilish or evil [image: Symbol Missing] and with a thousand diabolical expressions (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

direction NOUN here direction means address [image: Symbol Missing] Elizabeth was not surprised at it, as Jane had written the direction remarkably ill (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

discover VERB to make known or announce [image: Symbol Missing] the Emperor would discover the secret while I was out of his power (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

dissemble VERB hide or conceal [image: Symbol Missing] Dissemble nothing (On His Mistress by John Donne) 

dissolve VERB dissolve here means to release from life, to die [image: Symbol Missing] Fade far away, dissolve, and quite forget (Ode on a Nightingale by John Keats) 

distrain VERB to distrain is to seize the property of someone who is in debt in compensation for the money owed [image: Symbol Missing] for he’s threatening to distrain for it (Silas Marner by George Eliot) 

Divan NOUN a Divan was originally a Turkish council of state–the name was transferred to the couches they sat on and is used to mean this in English [image: Symbol Missing] Mr Brass applauded this picture very much, and the bed being soft and comfortable, Mr Quilp determined to use it, both as a sleeping place by night and as a kind of Divan by day. (The Old Curiosity Shop by Charles Dickens) 

divorcement NOUN separation [image: Symbol Missing] By all pains which want and divorcement hath (On His Mistress by John Donne) 

dog in the manger, PHRASE this phrase describes someone who prevents you from enjoying something that they themselves have no need for [image: Symbol Missing] You are a dog in the manger, Cathy, and desire no one to be loved but yourself (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

dolorifuge NOUN dolorifuge is a word which Thomas Hardy invented. It means pain-killer or comfort [image: Symbol Missing] as a species of dolorifuge (Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy) 

dome NOUN building [image: Symbol Missing] that river and that mouldering dome (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

domestic NOUN here domestic means a person’s management of the house [image: Symbol Missing] to give some account of my domestic (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

dunce NOUN a dunce is another word for idiot [image: Symbol Missing] Do you take me for a dunce? Go on? (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll) 

Ecod EXCLAM a slang exclamation meaning ‘oh God!’ [image: Symbol Missing] “Ecod,” replied Wemmick, shaking his head, “that’s not my trade.” (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

egg-hot NOUN an egg-hot (see also ‘flip’ and ‘negus’) was a hot drink made from beer and eggs, sweetened with nutmeg [image: Symbol Missing] She fainted when she saw me return, and made a little jug of egg-hot afterwards to console us while we talked it over. (David Copperfield by Charles Dickens) 

encores NOUN an encore is a short extra performance at the end of a longer one, which the entertainer gives because the audience has enthusiastically asked for it [image: Symbol Missing] we want a little something to answer encores with, anyway (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

equipage NOUN an elegant and impressive carriage [image: Symbol Missing] and besides, the equipage did not answer to any of their neighbours (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

exordium NOUN an exordium is the opening part of a speech [image: Symbol Missing] “Now, Handel,” as if it were the grave beginning of a portentous business exordium, he had suddenly given up that tone (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

expect VERB here expect means to wait for [image: Symbol Missing] to expect his farther commands (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

familiars NOUN familiars means spirits or devils who come to someone when they are called [image: Symbol Missing] I’ll turn all the lice about thee into familiars (Doctor Faustus 1.4 by Christopher Marlowe) 

fantods NOUN a fantod is a person who fidgets or can’t stop moving nervously [image: Symbol Missing] It most give me the fantods (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

farthing NOUN a farthing is an old unit of British currency which was worth a quarter of a penny [image: Symbol Missing] Not a farthing less. A great many back-payments are included in it, I assure you. (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

farthingale NOUN a hoop worn under a skirt to extend it [image: Symbol Missing] A bell with an old voice–which I dare say in its time had often said to the house, Here is the green farthingale (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

favours NOUN here favours is an old word which means ribbons [image: Symbol Missing] A group of humble mourners entered the gate: wearing white favours (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

feigned VERB pretend or pretending [image: Symbol Missing] not my feigned page (On His Mistress by John Donne) 

fence [image: Symbol Missing] NOUN a fence is someone who receives and sells stolen goods [image: Symbol Missing] What are you up to? Ill-treating the boys, you covetous, avaricious, in-sa-ti-a-ble old fence? (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) [image: Symbol Missing] NOUN defence or protection [image: Symbol Missing] but honesty hath no fence against superior cunning (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

fess ADJ fess is an old word which means pleased or proud [image: Symbol Missing] You’ll be fess enough, my poppet (Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy) 

fettered ADJ fettered means bound in chains or chained [image: Symbol Missing] “You are fettered,” said Scrooge, trembling. “Tell me why?” (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

fidges VERB fidges means fidgets, which is to keep moving your hands slightly because you are nervous or excited [image: Symbol Missing] Look, Jim, how my fingers fidges (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

finger-post NOUN a finger-post is a sign-post showing the direction to different places [image: Symbol Missing] “The gallows,” continued Fagin, “the gallows, my dear, is an ugly finger-post, which points out a very short and sharp turning that has stopped many a bold fellow’s career on the broad highway.” (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

fire-irons NOUN fire-irons are tools kept by the side of the fire to either cook with or look after the fire [image: Symbol Missing] the fire-irons came first (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll) 

fire-plug NOUN a fire-plug is another word for a fire hydrant [image: Symbol Missing] The pony looked with great attention into a fire-plug, which was near him, and appeared to be quite absorbed in contemplating it (The Old Curiosity Shop by Charles Dickens) 

flank NOUN flank is the side of an animal [image: Symbol Missing] And all her silken flanks with garlands dressed (Ode on a Grecian Urn by John Keats) 

flip NOUN a flip is a drink made from warmed ale,sugar, spice and beaten egg [image: Symbol Missing] The events of the day, in combination with the twins, if not with the flip, had made Mrs. Micawber hysterical, and she shed tears as she replied (David Copperfield by Charles Dickens) 

flit VERB flit means to move quickly [image: Symbol Missing] and if he had meant to flit to Thrushcross Grange (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

floorcloth NOUN a floorcloth was a hard-wearing piece of canvas used instead of carpet [image: Symbol Missing] This avenging phantom was ordered to be on duty at eight on Tuesday morning in the hall (it was two feet square, as charged for floorcloth) (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

fly-driver NOUN a fly-driver is a carriage drawn by a single horse [image: Symbol Missing] The fly-drivers, among whom I inquired next, were equally jocose and equally disrespectful (David Copperfield by Charles Dickens) 

fob NOUN a small pocket in which a watch is kept [image: Symbol Missing] “Certain,” replied the man, drawing a gold watch from his fob (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

folly NOUN folly means foolishness or stupidity [image: Symbol Missing] the folly of beginning a work (Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe) 

fond ADJ fond means foolish [image: Symbol Missing] Fond worldling (Doctor Faustus 5.2 by Christopher Marlowe) 

fondness NOUN silly or foolish affection [image: Symbol Missing] They have no fondness for their colts or foals (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

for his fancy PHRASE for his fancy means for his liking or as he wanted [image: Symbol Missing] and as I did not obey quick enough for his fancy (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

forlorn ADJ lost or very upset [image: Symbol Missing] you are from that day forlorn (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

foster-sister NOUN a foster-sister was someone brought up by the same nurse or in the same household [image: Symbol Missing] I had been his foster-sister (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

fox-fire NOUN fox-fire is a weak glow that is given off by decaying, rotten wood [image: Symbol Missing] what we must have was a lot of them rotten chunks that’s called fox-fire (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

frozen sea PHRASE the Arctic Ocean [image: Symbol Missing] into the frozen sea (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

gainsay VERB to gainsay something is to say it isn’t true or to deny it [image: Symbol Missing] “So she had,” cried Scrooge. “You’re right. I’ll not gainsay it, Spirit. God forbid!” (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

gaiters NOUN gaiters were leggings made of a cloth or piece of leather which covered the leg from the knee to the ankle [image: Symbol Missing] Mr Knightley was hard at work upon the lower buttons of his thick leather gaiters (Emma by Jane Austen) 

galluses NOUN galluses is an old spelling of gallows, and here means suspenders. Suspenders are straps worn over someone’s shoulders and fastened to their trousers to prevent the trousers falling down [image: Symbol Missing] and home-knit galluses (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

galoot NOUN a sailor but also a clumsy person [image: Symbol Missing] and maybe a galoot on it chopping (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

gayest ADJ gayest means the most lively and bright or merry [image: Symbol Missing] Beth played her gayest march (Little Women by Louisa May Alcott) 

gem NOUN here gem means jewellery [image: Symbol Missing] the mountain shook off turf and flower, had only heath for raiment and crag for gem (Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë) 

giddy ADJ giddy means dizzy [image: Symbol Missing] and I wish you wouldn’t keep appearing and vanishing so suddenly; you make one quite giddy. (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll) 

gig NOUN a light two-wheeled carriage [image: Symbol Missing] when a gig drove up to the garden gate: out of which there jumped a fat gentleman (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

gladsome ADJ gladsome is an old word meaning glad or happy [image: Symbol Missing] Nobody ever stopped him in the street to say, with gladsome looks (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

glen NOUN a glen is a small valley; the word is used commonly in Scotland [image: Symbol Missing] a beck which follows the bend of the glen (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

gravelled VERB gravelled is an old term which means to baffle or defeat someone [image: Symbol Missing] Gravelled the pastors of the German Church (Doctor Faustus 1.1 by Christopher Marlowe) 

grinder NOUN a grinder was a private tutor [image: Symbol Missing] but that when he had had the happiness of marrying Mrs Pocket very early in his life, he had impaired his prospects and taken up the calling of a Grinder (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

gruel NOUN gruel is a thin, watery cornmeal or oatmeal soup [image: Symbol Missing] and the little saucepan of gruel (Scrooge had a cold in his head) upon the hob. (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

guinea, half a NOUN half a guinea was ten shillings and sixpence [image: Symbol Missing] but lay out half a guinea at Ford’s (Emma by Jane Austen) 

gull VERB gull is an old term which means to fool or deceive someone [image: Symbol Missing] Hush, I’ll gull him supernaturally (Doctor Faustus 3.4 by Christopher Marlowe) 

gunnel NOUN the gunnel, or gunwale, is the upper edge of a boat’s side [image: Symbol Missing] But he put his foot on the gunnel and rocked her (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

gunwale NOUN the side of a ship [image: Symbol Missing] He dipped his hand in the water over the boat’s gunwale (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

Gytrash NOUN a Gytrash is an omen of misfortune to the superstitious, usually taking the form of a hound [image: Symbol Missing] I remembered certain of Bessie’s tales, wherein figured a North-of-England spirit, called a ‘Gytrash’ (Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë) 

hackney-cabriolet NOUN a two-wheeled carriage with four seats for hire and pulled by a horse [image: Symbol Missing] A hackney-cabriolet was in waiting; with the same vehemence which she had exhibited in addressing Oliver, the girl pulled him in with her, and drew the curtains close. (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

hackney-coach NOUN a four-wheeled horse-drawn vehicle for hire [image: Symbol Missing] The twilight was beginning to close in, when Mr. Brownlow alighted from a hackney-coach at his own door, and knocked softly. (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

haggler NOUN a haggler is someone who travels from place to place selling small goods and items [image: Symbol Missing] when I be plain Jack Durbeyfield, the haggler (Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy) 

halter NOUN a halter is a rope or strap used to lead an animal or to tie it up [image: Symbol Missing] I had of course long been used to a halter and a headstall (Black Beauty by Anna Sewell) 

hamlet NOUN a hamlet is a small village or a group of houses in the countryside [image: Symbol Missing] down from the hamlet (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

hand-barrow NOUN a hand-barrow is a device for carrying heavy objects. It is like a wheelbarrow except that it has handles, rather than wheels, for moving the barrow [image: Symbol Missing] his sea chest following behind him in a hand-barrow (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

handspike NOUN a handspike was a stick which was used as a lever [image: Symbol Missing] a bit of stick like a handspike (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

haply ADV haply means by chance or perhaps [image: Symbol Missing] And haply the Queen-Moon is on her throne (Ode on a Nightingale by John Keats) 

harem NOUN the harem was the part of the house where the women lived [image: Symbol Missing] mostly they hang round the harem (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

hautboys NOUN hautboys are oboes [image: Symbol Missing] sausages and puddings resembling flutes and hautboys (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

hawker NOUN a hawker is someone who sells goods to people as he travels rather than from a fixed place like a shop [image: Symbol Missing] to buy some stockings from a hawker (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

hawser NOUN a hawser is a rope used to tie up or tow a ship or boat [image: Symbol Missing] Again among the tiers of shipping, in and out, avoiding rusty chain-cables, frayed hempen hawsers (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

headstall NOUN the headstall is the part of the bridle or halter that goes around a horse’s head [image: Symbol Missing] I had of course long been used to a halter and a headstall (Black Beauty by Anna Sewell) 

hearken VERB hearken means to listen [image: Symbol Missing] though we sometimes stopped to lay hold of each other and hearken (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

heartless ADJ here heartless means without heart or dejected [image: Symbol Missing] I am not heartless (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

hebdomadal ADJ hebdomadal means weekly [image: Symbol Missing] It was the hebdomadal treat to which we all looked forward from Sabbath to Sabbath (Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë) 

highwaymen NOUN highwaymen were people who stopped travellers and robbed them [image: Symbol Missing] We are highwaymen (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

hinds NOUN hinds means farm hands, or people who work on a farm [image: Symbol Missing] He called his hinds about him (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

histrionic ADJ if you refer to someone’s behaviour as histrionic, you are being critical of it because it is dramatic and exaggerated [image: Symbol Missing] But the histrionic muse is the darling (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

hogs NOUN hogs is another word for pigs [image: Symbol Missing] Tom called the hogs ‘ingots’ (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

horrors NOUN the horrors are a fit, called delirium tremens, which is caused by drinking too much alcohol [image: Symbol Missing] I’ll have the horrors (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

huffy ADJ huffy means to be obviously annoyed or offended about something [image: Symbol Missing] They will feel that more than angry speeches or huffy actions (Little Women by Louisa May Alcott) 

hulks NOUN hulks were prison-ships [image: Symbol Missing] The miserable companion of thieves and ruffians, the fallen outcast of low haunts, the associate of the scourings of the jails and hulks (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

humbug NOUN humbug means nonsense or rubbish [image: Symbol Missing] “Bah,” said Scrooge. “Humbug!” (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

humours NOUN it was believed that there were four fluids in the body called humours which decided the temperament of a person depending on how much of each fluid was present [image: Symbol Missing] other peccant humours (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

husbandry NOUN husbandry is farming animals [image: Symbol Missing] bad husbandry were plentifully anointing their wheels (Silas Marner by George Eliot) 

huswife NOUN a huswife was a small sewing kit [image: Symbol Missing] but I had put my huswife on it (Emma by Jane Austen) 

ideal ADJ ideal in this context means imaginary [image: Symbol Missing] I discovered the yell was not ideal (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

If our two PHRASE if both our [image: Symbol Missing] If our two loves be one (The Good-Morrow by John Donne) 

ignis-fatuus NOUN ignis-fatuus is the light given out by burning marsh gases, which lead careless travellers into danger [image: Symbol Missing] it is madness in all women to let a secret love kindle within them, which, if unreturned and unknown, must devour the life that feeds it; and, if discovered and responded to, must lead ignis-fatuus-like, into miry wilds whence there is no extrication. (Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë) 

imaginations NOUN here imaginations means schemes or plans [image: Symbol Missing] soon drove out those imaginations (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

impressible ADJ impressible means open or impressionable [image: Symbol Missing] for Marner had one of those impressible, self-doubting natures (Silas Marner by George Eliot) 

in good intelligence PHRASE friendly with each other [image: Symbol Missing] that these two persons were in good intelligence with each other (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

inanity NOUN inanity is silliness or dull stupidity [image: Symbol Missing] Do we not wile away moments of inanity (Silas Marner by George Eliot) 

incivility NOUN incivility means rudeness or impoliteness [image: Symbol Missing] if it’s only for a piece of incivility like to-night’s (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

indigenae NOUN indigenae means natives or people from that area [image: Symbol Missing] an exotic that the surly indigenae will not recognise for kin (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

indocible ADJ unteachable [image: Symbol Missing] so they were the most restive and indocible (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

ingenuity NOUN inventiveness [image: Symbol Missing] entreated me to give him something as an encouragement to ingenuity (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

ingots NOUN an ingot is a lump of a valuable metal like gold, usually shaped like a brick [image: Symbol Missing] Tom called the hogs ‘ingots’ (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

inkstand NOUN an inkstand is a pot which was put on a desk to contain either ink or pencils and pens [image: Symbol Missing] throwing an inkstand at the Lizard as she spoke (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll) 

inordinate ADJ without order. To-day inordinate means ‘excessive’. [image: Symbol Missing] Though yet untutored and inordinate (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

intellectuals NOUN here intellectuals means the minds (of the workmen) [image: Symbol Missing] those instructions they give being too refined for the intellectuals of their workmen (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

interview NOUN meeting [image: Symbol Missing] By our first strange and fatal interview (On His Mistress by John Donne) 

jacks NOUN jacks are rods for turning a spit over a fire [image: Symbol Missing] It was a small bit of pork suspended from the kettle hanger by a string passed through a large door key, in a way known to primitive housekeepers unpossessed of jacks (Silas Marner by George Eliot) 

jews-harp NOUN a jews-harp is a small, metal, musical instrument that is played by the mouth [image: Symbol Missing] A jews-harp’s plenty good enough for a rat (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

jorum NOUN a large bowl [image: Symbol Missing] while Miss Skiffins brewed such a jorum of tea, that the pig in the back premises became strongly excited (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

jostled VERB jostled means bumped or pushed by someone or some people [image: Symbol Missing] being jostled himself into the kennel (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

keepsake NOUN a keepsake is a gift which reminds someone of an event or of the person who gave it to them. [image: Symbol Missing] books and ornaments they had in their boudoirs at home: keepsakes that different relations had presented to them (Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë) 

kenned VERB kenned means knew [image: Symbol Missing] though little kenned the lamplighter that he had any company but Christmas! (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

kennel NOUN kennel means gutter, which is the edge of a road next to the pavement, where rain water collects and flows away [image: Symbol Missing] being jostled himself into the kennel (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

knock-knee ADJ knock-knee means slanted, at an angle. [image: Symbol Missing] LOT 1 was marked in whitewashed knock-knee letters on the brewhouse (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

ladylike ADJ to be ladylike is to behave in a polite, dignified and graceful way [image: Symbol Missing] No, winking isn’t ladylike (Little Women by Louisa May Alcott) 

lapse NOUN flow [image: Symbol Missing] Stealing with silent lapse to join the brook (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

larry NOUN larry is an old word which means commotion or noisy celebration [image: Symbol Missing] That was all a part of the larry! (Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy) 

laths NOUN laths are strips of wood [image: Symbol Missing] The panels shrunk, the windows cracked; fragments of plaster fell out of the ceiling, and the naked laths were shown instead (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 

leer NOUN a leer is an unpleasant smile [image: Symbol Missing] with a kind of leer (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

lenitives NOUN these are different kinds of drugs or medicines: lenitives and palliatives were pain relievers; aperitives were laxatives; abstersives caused vomiting; corrosives destroyed human tissue; restringents caused constipation; cephalalgics stopped headaches; icterics were used as medicine for jaundice; apophlegmatics were cough medicine, and acoustics were cures for the loss of hearing [image: Symbol Missing] lenitives, aperitives, abstersives, corrosives, restringents, palliatives, laxatives, cephalalgics, icterics, apophlegmatics, acoustics (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

lest CONJ in case. If you do something lest something (usually) unpleasant happens you do it to try to prevent it happening [image: Symbol Missing] She went in without knocking, and hurried upstairs, in great fear lest she should meet the real Mary Ann (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll) 

levee NOUN a levee is an old term for a meeting held in the morning, shortly after the person holding the meeting has got out of bed [image: Symbol Missing] I used to attend the King’s levee once or twice a week (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

life-preserver NOUN a club which had lead inside it to make it heavier and therefore more dangerous [image: Symbol Missing] and with no more suspicious articles displayed to view than two or three heavy bludgeons which stood in a corner, and a ‘life-preserver’ that hung over the chimney-piece. (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

lighterman NOUN a lighterman is another word for sailor [image: Symbol Missing] in and out, hammers going in ship-builders’ yards, saws going at timber, clashing engines going at things unknown, pumps going in leaky ships, capstans going, ships going out to sea, and unintelligible sea creatures roaring curses over the bulwarks at respondent lightermen (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

livery NOUN servants often wore a uniform known as a livery [image: Symbol Missing] suddenly a footman in livery came running out of the wood (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll) 

livid ADJ livid means pale or ash coloured. Livid also means very angry [image: Symbol Missing] a dirty, livid white (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

lottery-tickets NOUN a popular card game [image: Symbol Missing] and Mrs. Philips protested that they would have a nice comfortable noisy game of lottery tickets (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

lower and upper world PHRASE the earth and the heavens are the lower and upper worlds [image: Symbol Missing] the changes in the lower and upper world (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

lustres NOUN lustres are chandeliers. A chandelier is a large, decorative frame which holds light bulbs or candles and hangs from the ceiling [image: Symbol Missing] the lustres, lights, the carving and the guilding (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

lynched VERB killed without a criminal trial by a crowd of people [image: Symbol Missing] He’ll never know how nigh he come to getting lynched (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

malingering VERB if someone is malingering they are pretending to be ill to avoid working [image: Symbol Missing] And you stand there malingering (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

managing PHRASE treating with consideration [image: Symbol Missing] to think the honour of my own kind not worth managing (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

manhood PHRASE manhood means human nature [image: Symbol Missing] concerning the nature of manhood (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

man-trap NOUN a man-trap is a set of steel jaws that snap shut when trodden on and trap a person’s leg [image: Symbol Missing] “Don’t go to him,” I called out of the window, “he’s an assassin! A man-trap!” (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

maps NOUN charts of the night sky [image: Symbol Missing] Let maps to others, worlds on worlds have shown (The Good-Morrow by John Donne) 

mark VERB look at or notice [image: Symbol Missing] Mark but this flea, and mark in this (The Flea by John Donne) 

maroons NOUN A maroon is someone who has been left in a place which it is difficult for them to escape from, like a small island [image: Symbol Missing] if schooners, islands, and maroons (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

mast NOUN here mast means the fruit of forest trees [image: Symbol Missing] a quantity of acorns, dates, chestnuts, and other mast (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

mate VERB defeat [image: Symbol Missing] Where Mars did mate the warlike Carthigens (Doctor Faustus Chorus by Christopher Marlowe) 

mealy ADJ Mealy when used to describe a face meant pallid, pale or colourless [image: Symbol Missing] I only know two sorts of boys. Mealy boys, and beef-faced boys (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

middling ADV fairly or moderately [image: Symbol Missing] she worked me middling hard for about an hour (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

mill NOUN a mill, or treadmill, was a device for hard labour or punishment in prison [image: Symbol Missing] Was you never on the mill? (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

milliner’s shop NOUN a milliner’s sold fabrics, clothing, lace and accessories; as time went on they specialized more and more in hats [image: Symbol Missing] to pay their duty to their aunt and to a milliner’s shop just over the way (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

minching un’ munching PHRASE how people in the north of England used to describe the way people from the south speak [image: Symbol Missing] Minching un’ munching! (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

mine NOUN gold [image: Symbol Missing] Whether both th’Indias of spice and mine (The Sun Rising by John Donne) 

mire NOUN mud [image: Symbol Missing] Tis my fate to be always ground into the mire under the iron heel of oppression (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

miscellany NOUN a miscellany is a collection of many different kinds of things [image: Symbol Missing] under that, the miscellany began (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

mistarshers NOUN mistarshers means moustache, which is the hair that grows on a man’s upper lip [image: Symbol Missing] when he put his hand up to his mistarshers (Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy) 

morrow NOUN here good-morrow means tomorrow and a new and better life [image: Symbol Missing] And now good-morrow to our waking souls (The Good-Morrow by John Donne) 

mortification NOUN mortification is an old word for gangrene which is when part of the body decays or ‘dies’ because of disease [image: Symbol Missing] Yes, it was a mortification–that was it (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

mought VERB mought is an old spelling of might [image: Symbol Missing] what you mought call me? You mought call me captain (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

move VERB move me not means do not make me angry [image: Symbol Missing] Move me not, Faustus (Doctor Faustus 2.1 by Christopher Marlowe) 

muffin-cap NOUN a muffin-cap is a flat cap made from wool [image: Symbol Missing] the old one, remained stationary in the muffin-cap and leathers (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

mulatter NOUN a mulatter was another word for mulatto, which is a person with parents who are from different races [image: Symbol Missing] a mulatter, most as white as a white man (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

mummery NOUN mummery is an old word that meant meaningless (or pretentious) ceremony [image: Symbol Missing] When they were all gone, and when Trabb and his men–but not his boy: I looked for him–had crammed their mummery into bags, and were gone too, the house felt wholesomer. (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

nap NOUN the nap is the woolly surface on a new item of clothing. Here the surface has been worn away so it looks bare [image: Symbol Missing] like an old hat with the nap rubbed off (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

natural [image: Symbol Missing] NOUN a natural is a person born with learning difficulties [image: Symbol Missing] though he had been left to his particular care by their deceased father, who thought him almost a natural. (David Copperfield by Charles Dickens) [image: Symbol Missing] ADJ natural meant illegitimate [image: Symbol Missing] Harriet Smith was the natural daughter of somebody (Emma by Jane Austen) 

navigator NOUN a navigator was originally someone employed to dig canals. It is the origin of the word ‘navvy’ meaning a labourer [image: Symbol Missing] She ascertained from me in a few words what it was all about, comforted Dora, and gradually convinced her that I was not a labourer–from my manner of stating the case I believe Dora concluded that I was a navigator, and went balancing myself up and down a plank all day with a wheelbarrow–and so brought us together in peace. (David Copperfield by Charles Dickens) 

necromancy NOUN necromancy means a kind of magic where the magician speaks to spirits or ghosts to find out what will happen in the future [image: Symbol Missing] He surfeits upon cursed necromancy (Doctor Faustus chorus by Christopher Marlowe) 

negus NOUN a negus is a hot drink made from sweetened wine and water [image: Symbol Missing] He sat placidly perusing the newspaper, with his little head on one side, and a glass of warm sherry negus at his elbow. (David Copperfield by Charles Dickens) 

nice ADJ discriminating. Able to make good judgements or choices [image: Symbol Missing] consequently a claim to be nice (Emma by Jane Austen) 

nigh ADV nigh means near [image: Symbol Missing] He’ll never know how nigh he come to getting lynched (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

nimbleness NOUN nimbleness means being able to move very quickly or skilfully [image: Symbol Missing] and with incredible accuracy and nimbleness (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

noggin NOUN a noggin is a small mug or a wooden cup [image: Symbol Missing] you’ll bring me one noggin of rum (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

none ADJ neither [image: Symbol Missing] none can die (The Good-Morrow by John Donne) 

notices NOUN observations [image: Symbol Missing] Arch are his notices (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

occiput NOUN occiput means the back of the head [image: Symbol Missing] saw off the occiput of each couple (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

officiously ADV kindly [image: Symbol Missing] the governess who attended Glumdalclitch very officiously lifted me up (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

old salt PHRASE old salt is a slang term for an experienced sailor [image: Symbol Missing] a ‘true sea-dog’, and a ‘real old salt’ (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

or ere PHRASE before [image: Symbol Missing] or ere the Hall was built (The Prelude by William Wordsworth) 

ostler NOUN one who looks after horses at an inn [image: Symbol Missing] The bill paid, and the waiter remembered, and the ostler not forgotten, and the chambermaid taken into consideration (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

ostry NOUN an ostry is an old word for a pub or hotel [image: Symbol Missing] lest I send you into the ostry with a vengeance (Doctor Faustus 2.2 by Christopher Marlowe) 

outrunning the constable PHRASE outrunning the constable meant spending more than you earn [image: Symbol Missing] but I shall by this means be able to check your bills and to pull you up if I find you outrunning the constable. (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

over ADV across [image: Symbol Missing] It is in length six yards, and in the thickest part at least three yards over (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

over the broomstick PHRASE this is a phrase meaning ‘getting married without a formal ceremony’ [image: Symbol Missing] They both led tramping lives, and this woman in Gerrard-street here, had been married very young, over the broomstick (as we say), to a tramping man, and was a perfect fury in point of jealousy. (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

own VERB own means to admit or to acknowledge [image: Symbol Missing] It’s my old girl that advises. She has the head. But I never own to it before her. Discipline must be maintained (Bleak House by Charles Dickens) 

page NOUN here page means a boy employed to run errands [image: Symbol Missing] not my feigned page (On His Mistress by John Donne) 

paid pretty dear PHRASE paid pretty dear means paid a high price or suffered quite a lot [image: Symbol Missing] I paid pretty dear for my monthly fourpenny piece (Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

pannikins NOUN pannikins were small tin cups [image: Symbol Missing] of lifting light glasses and cups to his lips, as if they were clumsy pannikins (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

pards NOUN pards are leopards [image: Symbol Missing] Not charioted by Bacchus and his pards (Ode on a Nightingale by John Keats) 

parlour boarder NOUN a pupil who lived with the family [image: Symbol Missing] and somebody had lately raised her from the condition of scholar to parlour boarder (Emma by Jane Austen) 

particular, a London PHRASE London in Victorian times and up to the 1950s was famous for having very dense fog–which was a combination of real fog and the smog of pollution from factories [image: Symbol Missing] This is a London particular . . . A fog, miss (Bleak House by Charles Dickens) 

patten NOUN pattens were wooden soles which were fixed to shoes by straps to protect the shoes in wet weather [image: Symbol Missing] carrying a basket like the Great Seal of England in plaited straw, a pair of pattens, a spare shawl, and an umbrella, though it was a fine bright day (Great Expectations by Charles Dickens) 

paviour NOUN a paviour was a labourer who worked on the street pavement [image: Symbol Missing] the paviour his pickaxe (Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens) 

peccant ADJ peccant means unhealthy [image: Symbol Missing] other peccant humours (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

penetralium NOUN penetralium is a word used to describe the inner rooms of the house [image: Symbol Missing] and I had no desire to aggravate his impatience previous to inspecting the penetralium (Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë) 

pensive ADV pensive means deep in thought or thinking seriously about something [image: Symbol Missing] and she was leaning pensive on a tomb-stone on her right elbow (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain) 

penury NOUN penury is the state of being extremely poor [image: Symbol Missing] Distress, if not penury, loomed in the distance (Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy) 

perspective NOUN telescope [image: Symbol Missing] a pocket perspective (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

phaeton NOUN a phaeton was an open carriage for four people [image: Symbol Missing] often condescends to drive by my humble abode in her little phaeton and ponies (Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen) 

phantasm NOUN a phantasm is an illusion, something that is not real. It is sometimes used to mean ghost [image: Symbol Missing] Experience had bred no fancies in him that could raise the phantasm of appetite (Silas Marner by George Eliot) 

physic NOUN here physic means medicine [image: Symbol Missing] there I studied physic two years and seven months (Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift) 

pinioned VERB to pinion is to hold both arms so that a person cannot move them [image: Symbol Missing] But the relentless Ghost pinioned him in both his arms, and forced him to observe what happened next. (A Christmas Carol by
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