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       For a book series such as this, which examines popular and rock music within the
         cultural context of its time, one could not find a better case study than the American
         musician Bob Dylan. Born into the first generation of rock and rollers, he has marked
         time with his changing times since his first public performance in 1960. Every few
         years since then, there have been new songs, new albums, and new live performances,
         up through the publication of this volume, all of which have drawn their strength
         from the swirling forces of change Dylan has sought to bear witness to. His music
         often critiques forms of complacency and intolerance without mentioning a social ill
         or an institutional abuse by name. But because he first appeared in Greenwich Village
         at the start of the 1960s and melted right into the spirit of those times—a decade
         when protest was the conspicuous function of folk and rock music—many felt Dylan was
         their sympathizer. With each new offering, fans and critics alike have approached
         the singer-songwriter of Americana, that mixture of folk, roots, blues-rock, Western
         swing, and country, looking for a Jesus but sometimes meeting a Judas. Generally,
         though, Dylan has won everyone over for being both. 
      

      
       We would do well to remember that while Robert Allen Zimmerman was born in 1941,
         Bob Dylan didn’t exist until 1960, and he didn’t invent himself to be our friend.
         As a product of changing times, Dylan has embodied the constant of change and has
         offered us a commentary on the human experience by developing into one of the most
         enigmatic public performers in the history of American popular music. Once or twice
         a decade he has re-formed himself; or rather, he has revealed a new side of Bob Dylan
         the searching poet of the restless self. Keeping in mind that Bob Dylan is an invention
         crystallizes the fact (or is it a myth?) that Americans are as much inventions unfolding
         over time as they are a people connected to a place. In Dylan’s search and out of
         his own unease has arisen a defiant spirit, fueling him to challenge cultural conventions
         and his fans’ expectations of what Bob Dylan should do or who he should be. His particular
         defiance, as an expression of living the American Experience, can be heard in the
         dialect of snarl. As prolific as Walt Whitman, but with a lot less of that American
         bard’s love for the self and optimism for mankind, Dylan sings the conflicted body
         electric. His has mastered this form of the American voice and his fluency has never
         been better expressed than in his now iconic question: “How does it feel / To be on
         your own / With no direction home / Like a complete unknown / Like a rolling stone?”
         In this question Dylan concedes the blessing and curse of America. Here, there is
         freedom to invent oneself and set out on your own; but here, you will live alone as
         you follow the long, frustrating path of turning dreams into lesser forms of reality.
         Dylan has clearly enjoyed the artist’s freedom to create himself and explore his medium,
         but he declaims those who rest in America as though this is the promised land. Judging
         by the frequency with which Dylan himself adopts this perspective, one wonders if
         it’s the voice he finds the most comfort in, too. Many listeners, however, like this
         side of Dylan and seem to revel in his Old Testament–prophet persona. Misery does
         love company. 
      

      
       But the trap of studying Bob Dylan as a cultural symbol, a seething-sage, or a cipher
         for the changing times he appears to be singing about is in listening to his work
         only for specific comment on the correspondingly specific modern dilemmas he seems
         to link himself to. As good a study as he is for hearing the decline of a cohesive
         cultural narrative of hope in post–World War II America, he is a better poet of the
         injustice felt in the human heart in any given time or place. Dylan lays the trap
         himself with a brilliance of familiar and obscure allusions, but if we are not ensnared
         in the literal lyric, then we find his art assays the timeless longings of the human
         heart: for an end to suffering; for justice against oppressors; for reward for perseverance;
         for love that remains.
      

      
       As a troubadour, Bob Dylan arrives in mystery and includes the material of our lives
         and our times in his songs. Inasmuch as we think Dylan speaks for us, we think so
         because we know our times as well as he does; he just helps us realize that we do.
         In as much as we feel he has an answer to our questions, we do so because he is amplifying
         what we already feel in our bones or hear “blowin’ in the wind.” It turns out that
         as an American troubadour, Dylan is us, only more so. But while he sings for us, he
         sings first for himself. He is on a fulltime, singular search for happiness while
         we typically search in snatches and bursts when we feel we can spare the time. He
         is as kind, as sincere, and as greedy as we are. He is as dissatisfied as we are with
         the incompleteness of things. But he spends more time dwelling on it, and then he
         plays us a song about it. He entertains us by performing the American consciousness,
         which we don’t realize until the song is over and he is gone. 
      

       

      Scott Calhoun

      
      Series Editor

      
      
   
Timeline







	
World Events and Cultural Items


	
Life and Career







	
December 7, 1941: Japan attacks U.S. Naval Base at Pearl Harbor, HI; U.S. declares war on Japan; December
11, Germany declares war on U.S.



	
May 24, 1941: Born as Robert Allen Zimmerman to parents Abram and Beatrice, in Duluth, MN






	
1943: Woody Guthrie’s autobiography, Bound for Glory


	
 





	
June 6, 1944: D-Day: Allied invasion of Normandy



	
 





	
April 1945: Deaths of Mussolini and Hitler; liberation by U.S. of Buchenwald concentration camp


May 8, 1945: V-E Day


August 6, 1945: U.S. drops atomic bomb on Hiroshima


August 9, 1945: U.S. drops atomic bomb on Nagasaki


August 14, 1945: Japan surrenders



	
 





	
 


	
February 1946: Younger brother, David, born






	
 


	
1948: Family moves to Hibbing, MN






	
February 1950: Senator McCarthy’s speech about “Communist spy ring” in the State Dept.


June 1950: U.S. enters the Korean War



	
 





	
January 1953: Death of Hank Williams


June 1953: Korean war ends


November 1953: Death of Dylan Thomas


December 1953: First issue of Playboy


	
 





	
1954:   On the Waterfront: Best Actor award to Marlon Brando


April–June 1954: Army-McCarthy hearings


December 1954: McCarthy censured; segregation in public schools declared unconstitutional



	
 





	
August 1955: Killing of Emmet Till


September 1955: Death of James Dean; Rebel Without a Cause

December 1, 1955: Rosa Parks arrested for civil disobedience; Little Richard’s “Long Tall Sally” in
pop Top 10; Bill Haley’s “Rock Around the Clock” at number 1 for 8 weeks



	
 





	
September 1956: Elvis Presley on the Ed Sullivan Show


	
Summer 1956: Plays piano and sings on a 78 with high school friends


Fall 1956: Attends Hibbing High School






	
September 1957: National Guard oversees desegregation in Little Rock, AR


October 4, 1957: USSR launches Sputnik


	
1957: Plays piano and sings on two Little Richard songs in high school variety show






	
 


	
1958: In high school band, The Golden Chords






	
February 3, 1959: Death of Buddy Holly; first U.S. casualties in Vietnam—military advisors killed in
guerilla attack



	
January 1959: Appears at Hibbing High Jamboree as Elston Gunn & The Rock Boppers


January 31, 1959: Attends Buddy Holly concert in Duluth


June 1959: Graduates from high school


September 1959: Student at University of Minnesota in Minneapolis; begins to frequent folk clubs
in Dinkytown






	
February 1960: Black student sit-in at Woolworth in Greensboro, NC


November 1960: Senator John Kennedy narrowly defeats Vice President Richard Nixon to become the
youngest U.S. president and first Catholic president



	
1960: Reads Bound for Glory; first appears as Bob Dylan in folk clubs in Dinkytown


Summer 1960: Travels to Denver for gigs






	
January 1961: President Eisenhower warns of the “military-industrial complex” in his farewell address


April 1961: Fellini’s La Dolce Vita opens in the U.S.; summer of “freedom riders” in the Civil Rights Movement in the
South


August 1961: The creation of the Berlin Wall



	
January 1961: Arrives in New York City; visits Woody Guthrie; meets folksingers in Greenwich Village,
begins relationship with Suze Rotolo, 17


September 25–October 8, 1961: Performs at Gerde’s Folk City, reviewed by Robert Shelton; signs with John Hammond
at Columbia Records


November 20–22,   1961: Records 1st album






	
Spring 1962: Michael Harrington’s The Other America: Poverty in the United States

Fall 1962: Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring

October 1962: Kennedy addresses the nation about Soviet missiles in Cuba



	
March 1962:   Bob Dylan

April 1962: First performance of “Blowin’ in the Wind,” at Gerde’s


April–December 1962: 6 separate sessions for 2nd album


August 1962: Signs with Albert Grossman


December 1962: In London to appear in BBC play






	
April 1963: “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King Jr.


June1963: Murder of Medgar Evers in Jackson, MS


August 1963: Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I have a dream” speech at the March on Washington for Jobs
and Freedom


November 22, 1963: President Kennedy assassinated in Dallas, TX



	
April 1963: Town Hall Concert; final session for 2nd album


May 1963: Walks off Ed Sullivan Show rather than substitute a song for “Talkin’ John Birch Paranoid Blues”; The Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan

June 1963: Peter, Paul & Mary’s “Blowin’ in the Wind”


July 1963: Takes part in voter registration rally in MS with Pete Seeger; appears at Newport
Folk Festival and sings “With God on Our Side” with Joan Baez at the end of her set


August–October 1963: Five sessions for 3rd LP


August 28, 1963: Performs with Baez and others at the March on Washington for Civil Rights


December 1963: Receives the Tom Paine Award, makes controversial speech






	
January 1964:   Meet the Beatles! released in the U.S.; Stanley Kubrick’s Dr. Strangelove, or How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb; April, The Beatles have Top 5 songs in Top 10


July 1964: The Civil Rights Act of 1964 becomes law


August 7, 1964: The Tonkin Resolution passed by Congress


August 1964: The Beatles film A Hard Day’s Night


	
January 1964:   The Times They Are A-Changin’

February 1964: Cross-country road trip, visits Carl Sandburg; appears on The Steve Allen Show

June 9, 1964: Records 4th album


July 1964: Newport Folk Festival, debuts “Mr. Tambourine Man”


August 1964:   Another Side of Bob Dylan





	
August 1965: Riots in the Watts section of Los Angeles



	
January 13–15, 1965: Records 5th album, using rock musicians


March 1965:   Bringing It All Back Home

April 1965: Begins final acoustic tour, in England (with 4 LPs in Top 20), filmed by D. A. Pennebaker


June–August 1965: Records 6th album


July 20, 1965: “Like a Rolling Stone”


July 25, 1965: Newport Folk Festival with electric band (booing and outcry)


August 1965:   Highway 61 Revisited

November 22, 1965: Marries Sara Lownds






	
May 1966: The Beach Boys’ Pet Sounds

August 1966: The Beatles’ Revolver, and final U.S. concert, in San Francisco; Lenny Bruce dies



	
January 6, 1966: Son, Jesse Byron born


January–March 1966: Sessions for 7th album


February 1966: Begins tour of the U.S., half solo acoustic, half backed by The Hawks


April–May 1966: Tour continues in Australia and Europe


May 16, 1966:   Blonde on Blonde

July 29, 1966: In accident on his motorcycle; further touring canceled






	
January 1, 1967: “Human Be-In” at Golden Gate Park, San Francisco


April 1967: Large marches against the war in Vietnam


June 1, 1967: The Beatles’ Sgt. Pepper

June–December 1967: Height of “psychedelia”


June–August 1967: Race riots throughout major cities in the U.S.


August 1967: Jimi Hendrix Experience’s Are You Experienced in U.S.


October 3, 1967: Woody Guthrie dies


October 1967: Huge anti-war march ends at the Pentagon


November 1967: Debut of Rolling Stone magazine



	
Spring–Fall 1967: Records with Rick Danko, Garth Hudson, Richard Manuel, Robbie Robertson in Woodstock,
NY


March 1967:   Greatest Hits

May 1967:   Don’t Look Back, film of the 1965 UK tour


July 1967: Daughter Anna Lea born


October–November 1967: Records 8th album, in Nashville


December 27, 1967:   John Wesley Harding










	
April 4, 1968: Martin Luther King Jr. assassinated, followed by riots in DC


April 1968: President Johnson announces he will not run for reelection


May 1968: Student uprisings in Paris


June 1968: Robert Kennedy assassinated; Stonewall riots in New York begin movement for gay rights


July 1, 1968: The Band’s Music from Big Pink

August 1968: The Byrds’ Sweetheart of the Rodeo; September, Jimi Hendrix’s cover of “All Along the Watchtower”


November–December 1968: Elvis’s comeback album and Christmas special



	
January 1968: Performs 3 Guthrie songs, backed by The Band at Woody Guthrie Tribute Concert, NY


June 5, 1968: Abram Zimmerman dies


June 22, 1968: Jann Wenner calls for the release of Dylan’s “basement tapes” in Rolling Stone

June 30, 1968: Son, Samuel Abram born






	
January 30, 1969: The Beatles rooftop appearance in London


June 1969:   From Elvis in Memphis; formation of the Weathermen, revolutionary faction of SDS


July 1969: Apollo 11 lands men on the moon


August 15–17, 1969: Woodstock Festival, NY


December 8, 1969: Rolling Stones show at Altamont Raceway



	
February 1969: Records 9th album, in Nashville


April 1969:   Nashville Skyline; begins recordings for 10th album, in Nashville


May 1969: Tapes Johnny Cash Show, airs June 7


August 30, 1969: Performs at the Isle of Wight Festival, UK, with The Band


December 9, 1969: Son, Jakob Luke born






	
1970: Hal Lindsay’s The Late, Great Planet Earth published


April 1970: Paul McCartney announces the breakup of The Beatles


May 1970: National Guard open fire on antiwar protesters at Kent State University, 4 deaths


September 18, 1970: Jimi Hendrix dies



	
March 1970: Concludes recording 10th album, in NY


May 1970: Recording sessions with George Harrison


June 1–5, 1970: Sessions for 11th album 


June 8, 1970:   Self Portrait

June 9, 1970: Honorary degree from Princeton University


July 1970: Partnership with Albert Grossman dissolves


August 1970: Final sessions for 11th album


October 1970:   New Morning





	
January 1971: Congress repeals the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution; debut of All in the Family

March 1971: Weather Underground explodes a bomb in the U.S. Capitol building; East Pakistan declares
its independence as Bangladesh


April 1971: U.S. Supreme Court unanimously endorses busing for desegregation of schools


June 1971:   New York Times begins publishing the Pentagon Papers


August 1971: Nixon takes the U.S. off the Gold Standard



	
March 16–17, 1971: Recordings with Leon Russell


August 1, 1971: Performs at Concert for Bangladesh, accompanied by George Harrison, Ringo Starr,
Leon Russell


November 1971: “George Jackson”; Greatest Hits, Vol. 2





	
June 1972: The Watergate break-in



	
March 1972:   Concert for Bangladesh film


November 1972: Filming of Pat Garrett & Billy the Kid begins






	
January 1973: Ceasefire in Vietnam War


March 1973: Last U.S. combat soldiers withdraw from Vietnam; Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon

May–August 1973: Televised “Watergate” hearings



	
February 1973: Film soundtrack completed


July 1973: “Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door”; Pat Garrett & Billy the Kid

November 6–9, 1973: Records Planet Waves with The Band






	
February 1974: Vote taken to investigate impeachment of the president


July 30, 1974: Nixon relinquishes subpoenaed White House tapes


August 9, 1974: Nixon resigns


September 1974: President Ford gives full pardon to Nixon



	
January–February 1974: U.S. tour with The Band


January 17, 1974:   Planet Waves debuts at #1


June 20, 1974:   Before The Flood with The Band


September 16–19, 1974: Initial version of Blood on the Tracks

December 27–30, 1974: Re-recordings for Blood in MN






	
April 1975: The fall of Saigon ends the Vietnam War


August 1975: Bruce Springsteen’s Born to Run released


September 1975: Assassination attempts on President Ford


October 1975: Springsteen on the cover of Time and Newsweek as “future of rock ’n’ roll”



	
January 15, 1975:   Blood on the Tracks, #1


June 1975: Attends Patti Smith show at The Other End in the Village, begins to frequent old
haunts; writes most of the songs for next album with Jacques Levy; July, records Desire

June 26, 1975:   The Basement Tapes, with The Band


October 30, 1975: Rolling Thunder Revue opens in Plymouth, MA, concludes 


December 8, 1975: Madison Square Garden with “Night of the Hurricane,” for Rubin Carter, portions of
the show and staged scenes filmed for Renaldo and Clara





	
July 1976: Celebration of the U.S. Bicentennial; Democratic Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter
quotes Dylan in his acceptance speech: “He not busy being born is busy dying.”



	
January 1976:   Desire released, #1 for 5 weeks


January 26, 1976: Second part of Rolling Thunder commences with second benefit for Rubin Carter; show
in Boulder, CO, taped for television, concludes in May


September 1976:   Hard Rain





	
April 1977: Studio 54 opens


May 1977:   Star Wars

September 1977: Steely Dan’s Aja

October 1977: Sex Pistols’ Never Mind the Bollocks


	
June 1977: Divorced by Sara Dylan











	
May 1978: First Unabomber attack


June 1978: The Rolling Stones’ Some Girls and tour; Bruce Springsteen’s Darkness on the Edge of Town and tour


August 1978: Pope John Paul I named


September 1978: Pope John Paul I dies 


October 1978: First Polish pope: John Paul II named; Mudd Club opens; Sid Vicious of The Sex Pistols
kills Nancy Spungen at the Chelsea Hotel, NY


November 1978: Mass suicide at Jonestown


December 1978: Two million demonstrate against Shah in Iran



	
January 28, 1978: Film: Renaldo and Clara

February–March 1978: On tour in Australasia


April 1978:   Street-Legal recorded in L.A.


June–July 1978: On tour in Europe


June 1–7, 1978: At Los Angeles Amphitheatre


June 15, 1978:   Street-Legal

June 15–20, 1978: At Earl’s Court, London


September–December 1978: On tour in the U.S.


November 1978: Experiences a religious awakening while on tour in Arizona






	
1979:   The Late, Great Planet Earth (film) released


January 1979: Shah flees Iran 


February 1979: Ayatollah Khomeini takes power in Iran


March 1979: Nuclear accident at Three Mile Island, PA


May 1979: Margaret Thatcher becomes Prime Minister in UK


July 1979: President Carter’s “malaise” speech


August 1979:   Apocalypse Now

October 1979: Pope John Paul II tours the U.S.


November 1979: The hostage crisis begins in Iran


December 1979: USSR invasion of Afghanistan, denounced by the U.S.



	
1979: Becomes a member of the Vineyard Christian Fellowship


April 1979:   Dylan at Budokan

April–May 1979: Records Slow Train Coming, released, August

October 1979: Appears on Saturday Night Live; on tour in 1979 and into 1980, performs only Christian material and preaches about
imminent Second Coming






	
August 1980: U.S. boycotts the Summer Olympics in Moscow in protest; Reagan denounces “Vietnam
Syndrome”


December 1980: John Lennon murdered by psychotic fan



	
February 1980: Best Male Rock Vocal Performance Grammy for “Gotta Serve Somebody”; Saved recorded, released June





	
January 20, 1981: The Iranian hostage crisis resolves on the day of Ronald Reagan’s inauguration


March 1981: Assassination attempt wounds President Reagan


June 1981:   New York Times story on AIDS


July 1981: Israel bombs Beirut


August 1981: MTV debuts; first IBM PC model; Reagan fires striking air-traffic controllers, setting
a precedent that undermines labor unions


December 1981: U.S. divorce rate peaks near 50 percent



	
March–May 1981:   Shot of Love recorded, released August; beginning in shows in spring, Dylan reintroduces “secular” songs into his live set,
including “Abraham, Martin, and John”






	
June 1982: ERA fails to be ratified


November 1982: Michael Jackson’s Thriller released



	
January 1982: Howard Alk, Dylan’s filmmaking collaborator, dies


March 1982: Inducted into Songwriter’s Hall of Fame






	
March 1983: Compact discs introduced in the U.S.; Reagan’s “evil empire” speech and announcement
of “Star Wars” initiative 


April 1983: Suicide attack kills 63 at U.S. embassy in Beirut


October 1983: 241 marines killed in Beirut; U.S. invasion of Grenada



	
April–May 1983: Records Infidels, released November





	
January 1984: Apple Mac introduced


May 1984: USSR boycotts Olympic Games in L.A.


November 1984: Reagan/Bush win reelection with 59% of popular vote



	
March 22, 1984: Appears on Late Night with David Letterman

Summer 1984: Tour of Europe with Santana


December 1984:   Real Live










	
January 1985: Reagan likens Nicaraguan Contras as the “moral equivalent” of the U.S. Founding Fathers


March 1985: “We Are the World”


October 1985: Celebrity Rock Hudson dies of AIDS; Nintendo released


November 1985: Microsoft Windows introduced



	
January 1985: Participates in “We Are the World” recording


June 1985:   Empire Burlesque

July 1985: Appears at Live Aid with Keith Richards and Ron Wood of The Rolling Stones


September 1985: Performs for Farm Aid concert backed by Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers


October 28, 1985: Career-spanning compilation Biograph

November 1985:   Lyrics 1962–1985





	
January 1986: Space Shuttle Challenger  disaster


March 1986: Richard Manuel of The Band dies


November 1986:Tower Commission investigates the Iran-Contra scandal of U.S. arms deals to Iran funding
the Contras



	
January 1986: Televised appearance at Martin Luther King Jr. tribute


February 1986: Opens tour with Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers in Japan


August 1986:   Knocked Out Loaded; in UK to film Hearts of Fire





	
June 1987: Reagan speech in Berlin: “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall.”



	
July 1987: Six concerts backed by The Grateful Dead


September 1987: Opens European tour with Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers with first shows in Israel






	
February 1988: Rubin “Hurricane” Carter released from jail


December 1988: Roy Orbison dies



	
January 1988: Inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame by Bruce Springsteen


May 1988: Begins recording with George Harrison, Jeff Lynne, Roy Orbison, Tom Petty as the
Traveling Wilburys; Down in the Groove

June 1988: First show with guitarist/band-leader G. E. Smith


October 1988: Smith leaves the band after 71 shows






	
November 1989: The opening of the border between East and West Germany



	
February 1989:   Dylan & The Dead

September 1989:   Oh Mercy





	
August 1990: Saddam Hussein’s Iraq invades Kuwait; Operation Desert Storm, the U.S. leads UN coalition
of forces against Iraq in the Gulf War



	
January 1990: 4 hour show at Toad’s Place in New Haven, CT; made Commandeur de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres at Ministry of Culture, Paris


March 1990: Dylan and Bruce Springsteen play onstage together for the first time, at a Tom Petty
concert


September 1990:   Under the Red Sky

October 1990: Performs “Masters of War” at West Point Military Academy






	
February 1991: Ceasefire in the Gulf War


March 1991: Reunification of Germany takes effect


December 1991: Dissolution of the USSR



	
February 1991: Lifetime Achievement Award at the Grammys, presented by Jack Nicholson, performs
“Masters of War”


March 1991:   Bootleg  Series Vol. 1–3

October 1991: At Guitar Greats Festival in Seville, with Richard Thompson






	
May 1992: The Serbian siege of Sarajevo begins, the most devastating conflict in Europe since
World War II



	
October 1992: “Bob-Fest,” 30th Anniversary tribute concert at Madison Square Garden


November 1992:   Good as I Been to You





	
January 1993: Inauguration of Wm. Clinton, first Democrat president in 12 years, and first president
of the “Baby Boom” generation



	
January 1993: Performs “Chimes of Freedom” on the steps of Lincoln Memorial for Clinton Inauguration
Concert; World Gone  Wrong





	
February 1994: NATO intervention into Bosnian Civil War begins


November 1994: “Republican Revolution”: Democrats lose majority in both houses of Congress, in part
due to reactions to Clinton’s effort for health care reform



	
August 1994: Performs at the 25th Anniversary Woodstock Concert


October 1994: Neil Young and Springsteen join Dylan onstage at The Roseland Ballroom, NY


November 1994: Tapes shows for MTV Unplugged





	
August 1995: Jerry Garcia dies



	
January 1995:   Drawn Blank, a collection of drawings


March 1995:   Highway 61 Interactive CD-ROM

April 1995:   MTV Unplugged

July 1995: Opens for The Rolling Stones and joins them for an encore of “Like a Rolling Stone”


November 1995: Appears at 80th Birthday Tribute for Frank Sinatra, performs “Restless Farewell”


December 1995: Ongoing concert tour is joined by Patti Smith






	
February 1996: Official end to the siege of Sarajevo


May 1996:   Bringing Down the Horse, 2nd album by Jakob Dylan’s band The Wallflowers released, sells 6 million copies



	
June 1996: Prince’s Trust Concert, with The Who and Eric Clapton, Hyde Park, London






	
 


	
May 1997: Hospitalized with histoplasmosis, a fungal infection that affected his heart


August 1997: bobdylan.com launched


September 1997: Plays for Pope John Paul II at the Vatican; Time Out of Mind, first Top 10 album since Slow Train Coming

October 1997: Receives the Dorothy and Lillian Gish Prize











	
January 1998: President Clinton denies relations with Monica Lewinsky



	
May 6, 1998: U.S. concerts with Joni Mitchell and Van Morrison


October 1998:   Bootleg Series Vol. 4, Live 1966





	
February 1999: President Clinton acquitted of impeachment charges



	
June 1999: Start of 32-week U.S. tour with Paul Simon






	
November 2000: Presidential contest between George W. Bush and Al Gore ends in contested voter counts
in FL; Bush declared victor



	
January 2000: Beatty Zimmerman dies, aged 84


March 2000: “Things Have Changed” from Wonder Boys wins Oscar for Best Original Song






	
September 11, 2001: Agents of Al Qaeda destroy the World Trade Towers in NY and damage the Pentagon,
using commercial airplanes; President Bush declares “war on terror”


October 2001: U.S. invades Afghanistan


November 2001: George Harrison dies



	
September 11, 2001:  “Love and Theft”





	
 


	
February 2002:   “Love and Theft” wins Grammy for Best Contemporary Folk Album


August 2002: Performs at Newport Folk Festival in fake beard and blonde wig


November 2002:   Bootleg Series Vol. 5: Live 1975





	
March–May 2003: The U.S.–led invasion of Iraq to capture alleged “weapons of mass destruction”


September 2003: Johnny Cash dies


November 2003: President Bush signs $87 billion in supplemental spending for occupation of Iraq


December 2003: Saddam Hussein is captured



	
January 2003:   Masked and Anonymous opens






	
2004: Bush/Cheney reelected on “stay the course” platform of War in Iraq



	
January 2004: Tapes Victoria’s Secret lingerie ad with song “Love Sick”


March 2004:   Bootleg Series Vol. 6: Live 1964

October 2004: Autobiography Chronicles, Vol. 1; Lyrics, 1962–2001

December 2004: Appears on 60 Minutes and The Simpsons





	
August 2005: Hurricane Katrina strikes and devastates the Gulf Coast and New Orleans



	
August 2005:   Bootleg Series Vol. 7: No Direction Home

September 2005: Documentary No Direction Home airs; “Poems Without Titles”—written by teenage Robert Zimmerman but signed “Dylan”—auctioned






	
May 2006: Peak of the “housing bubble” generally recognized 


November 2006: Mid-term elections turn control of Congress to Democrats; support of War in Iraq
at all-time low


December 2006: Saddam Hussein executed



	
May 2006: Inaugurates Theme Time Radio Hour, With Your Host Bob Dylan on XM Satellite Radio


September 2006:   Modern Times, first #1 album since Desire; Dylan becomes oldest person to debut at #1 in the U.S.






	
March 2007: Dramatic decline in housing prices



	
February 2007:   Modern Times awarded Grammy for Best Contemporary Folk/Americana Album; “Someday Baby” wins Solo
Rock Vocal Performance


November 2007: First gallery exhibition of Dylan’s artwork opens, Chemnitz, Germany






	
September 2008: Global economic crisis


October 2008: Congress passes $700 billion “bailout” to stabilize Wall Street in the crisis


November 2008: Barack Obama becomes the first man of African American descent to be elected president,
defeating the McCain/Palin ticket



	
April 2008: Awarded special Pulitzer Prize for music






	
December 2009: Treasury Dept. announces unlimited financial support for Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae



	
February 2009: Appears on Pepsi commercial with rapper Will.i.am at Super Bowl XLIII, performing
“Forever Young”


April 2009:   Together Through Life debuts at #1 in the U.S. and in the UK (first since New Morning); Dylan oldest person to debut at #1 in UK


July 2009: U.S. tour with Willie Nelson and John Mellencamp


October 2009:   Christmas in the Heart





	
March 2010: Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act signed into law by President Obama


April 2010: Devastating oil gusher in the Gulf of Mexico


December 2010: Start of “Arab Spring” protests



	
February 2010: Performs “The Times, They Are A-Changin’” at the White House


October 2010:   Bootleg Series No. 9: The Witmark Demos: 1962–64





	
May 2011: Osama Bin Laden killed by U.S. special warfare force


September 2011: Occupy Wall Street camp-out in Zucotti Park, NY, emulated by camps in major U.S.
cities, protesting U.S. economic policies and income inequality


October 2011: Global protests


December 2011: U.S. declares official end to the Iraq War



	
April 2011: Plays shows for the first time in the Far East, including Taiwan, China, and Vietnam






	
April 2012: Levon Helm of The Band dies


June 2012: Supreme Court upholds constitutionality of the ACA


November 2012: Obama/Biden re-elected



	
January–March 2012: Records Tempest, released September


May 2012: Awarded Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Obama






	
October 2013: U.S. government shuts down for 15 days



	
May 2013: Inducted into the American Academy of Arts and Letters


August 2013:   Bootleg Series No. 10: Another Self Portrait (1969–71)
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       When I was eleven, in the fall of 1970, my older brother Tom was seventeen and the
         arbiter of everything that was cool or worth knowing about in contemporary music.
         He had recently shared things like The Rolling Stones’ Through the Past, Darkly, Creedence Clearwater Revival’s Cosmo’s Factory, Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young’s Déjà Vu, Black Sabbath’s Paranoid, and the Greatest Hits of someone called Bob Dylan. On the back of Dylan’s album were the covers of his
         seven prior albums. Unlike the posturing rock stars on most albums, Dylan appeared
         as a scrawny, odd-looking guy whose hair became more unmanageable as he got older.
      

      
      The first side of the album contained the song Tom had been seeking, the one that
         said “everybody must get stoned,” but wasn’t called that. On other songs on that side,
         the voice sounded naked, uncomfortably so. I remember cringing through “It Ain’t Me
         Babe.” In our house, folk music was represented by The Brothers Four. Layered harmonies,
         catchy arrangements. I was about ready to pass on this one, until . . . the song that
         overthrew my pre-teen skepticism was the last track on side 1. “Like a Rolling Stone.”
         Somehow I had never heard it before. I have a distinct memory—I can still picture
         where the plastic, fold-up phonograph player was located in the bedroom I shared with
         my brothers—of playing the song over and over again. Picking the needle up after each
         verse and putting it down again
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