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​Introduction: Rebel for a Cause
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HANUKKAH IS, IN PART, the holiday where we remember that our lives are often subject to forces greater than our own. That, sometimes, we are compelled to rebel against the powers that be to carve out space for self-determination, to live our values without apologizing for our existence. That while others may have their plans for us, we do not need to follow them.

This Hanukkah finds us at a moment in which we, of Prophecy’s editorial community, believe requires a new burst of rebellion.

Humanity - and especially the Jewish People and their State - are currently living in a world largely shaped by three actors that, like the Empires of old, are allied and interwoven: the Oil States, the Financial Titans, and the Algorithmic Empires. The effects on our world are at times disheartening: the climate is becoming ever more extreme, economic disparities drive political discontent, and the very tools we use to connect to each other digitally are tearing our societies apart. We dedicated this issue to exploring their effects on Am Israel, their reverberations, and, most importantly, how we can build towards a future free from their pernicious effects.

We decided to kick off the publication with an essay by Yotam Evyatar, who, in an act of rebellion against the sanitized Hanukkah story many learned in elementary school, calls upon us to learn from the Maccabean revolt and understand its contemporary geopolitical implications: that Israel cannot escape its region. We followed up with an essay by Barak Sella, Tom Vizel, and Shraga Stern, which demands we rebel against isolationism, and call on civil society to build upon the alliance of interests that is the Abraham Accords in order to create a new culture of integration. Einat Wilf’s essay presents what she argues is a prerequisite for such integration: an end to Palestinianism and its destructive connotations, for the sake of both Israel and its Arab neighbors. Shiri Fein-Grossman offers a different, albeit not conflicting view, advocating for Israel to look south, to Africa, for its future in the region.

Transitioning from today’s enmity to a better future will require new national and regional policy architecture. Sharon Dolev argues this should start with recognizing that none of the peoples of the region are served by states with access to Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMDs), and recommends a way to fix that. Tal Ayalon identifies an additional weapon of mass destruction we need to guard against: the impact of capital undermining our strategic assets, and what we should do to keep them in check.

Yet even while we seek to align our grand strategy to enable regional security and harmony, we cannot lose track of larger forces at play - and especially those forces present in our lives nearly every moment of our waking hours. In his essay, Guy Rolnik addresses how the rise of Big Tech has degraded democratic institutions worldwide, particularly harming children in the process. Barak Herscowitz addresses how hostile actors can exploit the system Big Tech built, and use their tools to spread lies and undermine our sovereignty. Lior Zalmanson discusses how artificial intelligence has forced us to confront the very meaning of our lives and what we spend our time doing - and how that dilemma disproportionately affects Israel and Jews around the world.

The culture that has given Big Tech unparalleled power and influence impacts our individual choices and their consequences. Jeremy Benstein seeks to understand these forces from the perspective of economic theory, proposing that a Jewish approach might help us better align the interests of the public and the private. Yonatan Neril addresses incentives and alignment from the religious perspective to understand how a shift in our spiritual state could have environmental implications. Yossi Abramowitz uses the case study of renewables to elucidate how Big Oil has insinuated itself into our political economy and how to rebel against its undue influence.

We decided to close the issue by examining rebellions closer to home that we believe are needed now more than ever. Rachel Fish, in her essay, takes on the culture of sycophancy limiting our People’s potential and how to free ourselves from the mindset that developed over millennia of exile to work towards the future we deserve. Zion Ozeri argues that our inability to stand up for ourselves confidently can be identified in the failure of Jewish education to strike an emotional chord. Eden Farber focuses on the underdiscussed oppressions too frequently practiced in Israel – sexual slavery – and how our obligation to rebel against such maltreatment will free us to become a healthier society, one more worthy to lead ethnically and morally in our region and world. 

For our final essay, Prophecy’s editor and publisher, Ariel Beery, presents a vision to confront many of the threats raised here by others through a grand strategy that builds on the only natural resource Israel has: the inventiveness and practicality of the Jewish People.

We look forward to your thoughts and comments on each and all of these new visions for our people, our region, and our world – and wish you the courage to rebel against injustice and the strength to build a better world.
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IN WHICH YOTAM EVYATAR reclaims the Hanukkah narrative as a blueprint to envision a Jewish people capable of discerning moments of political rupture and acting with foresight.

But first, let’s get to know the person behind the piece: Yotam Evyatar.

[image: ]

Yotam Evyatar is a Ph.D. student in philosophy at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and the coordinator of The Jerusalem Circle. He sees his work as encouraging a deeper understanding of conceptual and structural problems, with a particular interest in the societies we create and the possibility of making them better by changing conceptual structures, states of mind, and eventually social institutions.

His professional experience spans research, editing, co-writing, and the coordination of public policy documents. Alongside this work, Yotam is a seasoned group facilitator and teacher of adaptive leadership, and an educator and philosophy teacher for Israel’s pre-army leadership academies (mechinot). He holds a B.Sc. in Mathematics and Psychology and an M.A. in Philosophy, a background that continues to shape his interest in the connections between philosophical concepts, human relationships, and the intricate societies we are constantly creating and reshaping.

​Rebel Against the Hanukkah Story

By Yotam Evyatar

I grew up in Israel, in a small rural village on the southern coastline, as a secular kid with a classical Zionist education. The Hanukkah story was taught to us as a celebration of sovereignty: a successful rebellion against an empire that tried to erase Jewish traditions. The revolt succeeded, the Temple was restored, and a Jewish state was established. The miracle of the oil was part of the lesson, but I always understood it as something meant mainly for children.

As I grew older, I became more curious about Jewish texts and history. While I am not a historian of Hanukkah, and I am not an expert on the academic study of Judaism, when I looked again at the Hanukkah story, what became clear to me was that it was not only a story of rebellion and not only a story about miracles. It was a story about a major geopolitical shift and about a specific group of Jews who understood it and acted at the right moment.

The Hasmoneans – the family known as the Maccabees in our classic Hanukkah story – lived and took action during the conflict between the Seleucid and Ptolemaic kingdoms, at a time when the Hellenistic world was weakening and Rome was emerging. They positioned themselves inside that conflict and used it to establish a Jewish kingdom. For me, this is the lesson to be learned from the story: the ability to understand geopolitical power dynamics and respond effectively.

But there is another important part of the story: the internal division among Jews. During the time of the Maccabees, the divide was severe, probably more severe than what we see today. There are descriptions of executions and violence between Jewish groups. The Hasmoneans succeeded politically, but the kingdom did not last. They became corrupt, and within a short period, Rome replaced them. The fact that the Books of Maccabees are not part of the Tanakh is connected to this. It is possible that the story was simplified later, including the focus on the miracle, to preserve a usable memory without the details that divided and damaged the society.

This year, it is difficult not to think about this story in relation to our reality. We are inside a moment of major geopolitical change combined with deep internal polarization. One expression of this is the collapse of bipartisan support for Israel in the United States. For many years, Israeli support for the US was independent of which party held power. In the last decade, support for the Democratic or Republican parties became correlated with internal Israeli political identity, including among elected officials. That is a significant change.

At the same time, there are rapid changes in global power. There is the rise of large technology companies whose influence is similar to that of governments. There are populist and authoritarian governments gaining power in many places. The role of the democratic nation-state is unstable. Artificial intelligence is changing social and economic structures very quickly. Inside Israel and the Jewish world, polarization is increasing. And after October 7th, it is clear that Jewish sovereignty in the land of Israel cannot be taken for granted.

In the Hanukkah story, a group of Jews used a moment of geopolitical change to ally themselves with the rising power and succeeded. But they did not create a sustainable political structure. That, I believe, is the key lesson for us to take away for the present moment: not to focus on winning a short-term internal struggle, but rather whether we can create something that will last under conditions of major global change.

Taking inspiration from the political acuity of the Maccabees, I believe we should be paying better attention to the geopolitical shifts in the present that could or should affect our future. For example, what would Jewish life look like if the current structure of nation-states weakens or collapses? What happens if corporations replace states? What happens if democratic systems continue to erode? What happens if the Jewish people again need to build structures of rescue or relocation? What happens if the next disaster is larger than October 7th? I believe all of these questions are sufficiently significant and urgent as to require capacities for deliberation and visioning similar to those of the Zionist movement before the establishment of the state.

Above all else, however, I think we need to give thought to the geopolitical future wherein the United States continues its withdrawal from its present-day global leadership position while China's rise to global power continues to be primarily extractive and indifferent to the existence of the State of Israel. Under those conditions, should Israel seek to join a Muslim sphere of influence under the leadership of Saudi Arabia or the Emirates? It may not happen tomorrow, but it is not impossible in one or two generations.

To prepare us for such a possible and some may say probable future, we need to start by learning more about our neighbors. Israelis do not know Saudi society or Egyptian society or Lebanese society. If we encounter them, we encounter them through war. This must change if we are to prepare for a future in which regional alliances are required to compensate for a loss of global power support.

Preparing for such an eventuality means more widescale education of the learning of the Arabic language, Islamic culture, and regional history in a deep and organized way. It means being prepared for that shift of emphasis from the West to the Middle East to change us. It means that some people may integrate more deeply into the surrounding culture. I do not think we should be afraid of that. Jews have maintained identity within Muslim societies before, and have persisted in the Middle East since our first exile thousands of years ago.

We also need to ask ourselves what elements of our current Zionist identity we might need to give up to create the space for long-term coexistence. One example is the centrality of military power in Israeli life and culture. We need a strong army; otherwise we will not survive. But we also need civilian capacities that allow cooperation without relying on force. Power alone cannot be the basis for a stable future, especially in a region that fears our military and loathes the result of its actions.

There are reasons to think an Israeli
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