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THE HOLY BIBLE

Praise for the series:

 

It was only a matter of time before a clever publisher realized that there is an audience for whom Exile on Main Street or Electric Ladyland are as significant and worthy of study as The Catcher in the Rye or Middlemarch …  The series …  is freewheeling and eclectic, ranging from minute rock-geek analysis to idiosyncratic personal celebration—The New York Times Book Review

Ideal for the rock geek who thinks liner notes just aren’t enough —Rolling Stone

One of the coolest publishing imprints on the planet—Bookslut

These are for the insane collectors out there who appreciate fantastic design, well-executed thinking, and things that make your house look cool. Each volume in this series takes a seminal album and breaks it down in startling minutiae. We love these. We are huge nerds—Vice

A brilliant series …  each one a work of real love—NME (UK)

Passionate, obsessive, and smart—Nylon

Religious tracts for the rock ’n’ roll faithful—Boldtype

[A] consistently excellent series—Uncut (UK)

We …  aren’t naive enough to think that we’re your only source for reading about music (but if we had our way …  watch out). For those of you who really like to know everything there is to know about an album, you’d do well to check out Bloomsbury’s “3313” series of books—Pitchfork

For reviews of individual titles in the series, please visit our blog at 333sound.com and our website at http://www.bloomsbury.com/musicandsoundstudies
Follow us on Twitter: @333books
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/33.3books
 

For a complete list of books in this series, see the back of this book.

Forthcoming in the series: 


Hamilton by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins


Switched on Bach by Roshanak Kheshti


Timeless by Martin Deykers


Tin Drum by Agata Pyzik


The Wild Tchoupitoulas by Bryan Wagner


Blue Lines by Ian Bourland


Diamond Dogs by Glenn Hendler


xx by Jane Morgan


Voodoo by Faith A. Pennick


Boy in Da Corner by Sandra Song


Band of Gypsys by Michael E. Veal

and many more… 
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Track Listing

 1.	Yes (5:00)

 2.	Ifwhiteamericatoldthetruthforonedayitsworldwouldfallapart (3:40)

 3.	Of Walking Abortion (4:01)

 4.	She is Suffering (4:43)

 5.	Archives of Pain (5:29)

 6.	Revol (3:04)

 7.	4st 7Ib (5:05)

 8.	Mausoleum (4:12)

 9.	Faster (3:55)

10.	This is Yesterday (3:57)

11.	Die in the Summertime (3:05)

12.	The Intense Humming of Evil (6:12)

13.	P.C.P. (3:56)


 

 


The jungle is alive and I am scared of what I will find in it and what it will find in me – but I must go on.


I realise it’s noon, and that time is running backwards again.

 

—Peter Milligan, Kano, 2000 AD #830, 1993


Prologue

It’s an odd place for a rock concert. Squatting in the centre of the Welsh capital, Cardiff Castle is part ancient relic, part Gothic-revivalist fantasy. In the mid-nineteenth century, the Marquess of Bute used his coal-mining fortune to convert some rambling Norman-era ruins into a luxurious private residence, complete with bell tower and flying buttresses. And now, on a stage that sits incongruously upon the manicured lawns, Manic Street Preachers are engaged in a gothic revival of their own. 

‘In these plagued streets of pity you can buy anything!’, bawls singer James Dean Bradfield, carving out power chords on his low-slung Les Paul. To his left is bassist Nicky Wire, silent and lugubrious behind aviator shades. Watery green light filters in through camo-coloured drapes, lending Sean Moore’s drum kit a sickly, sub-aqueous tinge. 

Devotees jump up and down in the front row, twirling their feather boas aloft. Further back, punters watch with an air of bemusement, sipping warm beer in the early evening sunshine. 

A pause. ‘This is The Holy Bible. … It’s not, er, a summer garden party album’, says Bradfield, a little apologetically. During ‘Mausoleum’, a song about Dachau, the novelist J. G. Ballard’s plummy English voice is piped in over the speakers: ‘I wanted to rub the human face in its own vomit, and then force it to look in the mirror.’ Meanwhile, lads who’d grown drunk waiting for ‘You Stole the Sun from My Heart’ stumble into the portaloos to throw up. 

But then there’s a shift in mood. The sun sinks behind the battlements and that familiar riff issues from the amp-stacks, bracing as an Arctic wind: ‘Faster’. And suddenly the band have whipped the crowd into such a frenzy that you fear the whole ersatz edifice will come tumbling down on their heads. Wire allows himself a wry smile. 

Later, after an interval, the Manics return to the stage to play a very different, more relaxed set of songs. ‘If You Tolerate This Your Children Will Be Next’ draws whoops of recognition. Bradfield picks out the Welsh national anthem on his guitar. Fireworks erupt during a climactic rendition of ‘A Design for Life’, illuminating the ramparts in charming pinks and purples. 

Wire tries to smash up his bass, but fails miserably; his back is giving him gyp. He heads backstage for a paracetamol and a cup of tea. The fans cheer him off, before filing out over the castle’s drawbridge and down towards the lights of St. Mary Street, humming the hits, those early songs from that old, old album almost forgotten. Almost.
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