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  What Did Oscar Say?


The only excuse for making a useless thing is that one admires it intensely. All art is quite useless.—Oscar Wilde







[image: James Turrell's 1992 neon installation, Deuce Coop, revitalises and accentuates the historical architecture]
James Turrell's 1992 neon installation, Deuce Coop, revitalises and accentuates the historical architecture









  
  Welcome to BCN Free Art!



[image: With its whimsically comic air, Gambrinus brings a sense of fun to the Moll de la Fusta (Timber Wharf)]
With its whimsically comic air, Gambrinus brings a sense of fun to the Moll de la Fusta (Timber Wharf)
A Note to the Latest Edition
Since this book's first edition came out in 2016, I've made numerous improvements to the text, including adding extra information. For example, once you finish this tour, why not follow the old Roman Via Augusta back into the city centre? Furthermore, all of the artworks mentioned, even those that are peripheral to the tour, are now linked to Google maps. So if you want, you can easily add them to your itinerary. 
Many of the photos have been replaced for better-quality images. However, this is not a coffee table book with stunning double-page images. Please don't buy this ebook for the photos. Buy it, instead, for the thoroughly researched history on the artists and artworks that will keep you company on your walk around Barcelona's port area and Barceloneta waterfront. Take your own photos – they are sure to be far better than mine.
Enjoy the tour!
[image: image-placeholder]









  
  Sites of the Artworks



[image: Starting from Columbus's column you can walk the route in a couple of hours, including coffee breaks, taking perhaps an hour's detour to see the first three works in ]
Starting from Columbus's column you can walk the route in a couple of hours, including coffee breaks, taking perhaps an hour's detour to see the first three works in "Urban Configurations"
Key
01. Monument to Columbus (1885), Gaietà Buïgas i Monravà et al.
02. Stargazers (2006), Robert Llimós.
03. To Joan Salvat-Papasseit (1992), Robert Krier.
04. The Couple (1998), Lautaro Díaz Silva.
05. Gambrinus (1989), Xavier Mariscal.
06. Barcelona’s Head (1992), Roy Lichtenstein & Diego Delgado Rajado.
"Urban Configurations" (UC)
UC01. Deuce Coop (1992), James Turell.
UC02. Born (1992), Jaume Plensa.
UC03. Untitled (Four Wedges) (1992), Ulrich Rückriem.
07. Compass Rose (UC04, 1992), Lothar Baumgarten.
08. Growing in Appearance (UC05, 1992), Mario Merz.
09. Evocation of Seafaring (1958–1960), Xavier Subirachs.
10. A Room Where It Is Always Raining (UC06, 1992), Juan Muñoz.
11. The Wounded Star (UC07, 1992), Rebecca Horn.
12. Roman Scales (UC08, 1993), Jannis Kounellis.
13. Catalana de Gas Water Tower (1907), Josep Domènech i Estapà.






  
  Why Free Art in Barcelona?


The idea for these guides sprang from hard times, a recession in fact. So much of tourism today involves spending huge amounts of money that I wanted to offer something for free. Sure, you have to pay for this guide, but I’ve kept the price as low as possible.   
Whether in boom or recession, art is fundamental. I believe that its presence in our lives is a vital component in our mental health. So should it be free? Well, artists should be paid for their work, but enjoyment of their art should be universal. That’s why BCN Free Art takes you places where there’s no admission fee.
While free art is a great idea, not all great art is free. Being so valuable, it’s often locked away, though this is incompatible with its function, which is to reach out, communicate and inspire, even ignite a spiritual response.  
Art speaks to you. Good art inspires. Every civilisation has created its own and though you don’t need a doctorate to appreciate it, a little knowledge can give you more insight. Whether it calls for justice, entertains, educates or even serves as propaganda, art invites you to step beyond what you know and can experience with your senses, to explore that uncharted territory of the imagination that science has not yet mapped.
These guides offer history and information on the artists and their art to help you enjoy Barcelona all the more. There isn’t much on Gaudí, Miró or Picasso—not that I don’t love them, I do; but I prefer to focus on art that is less talked about. While all the art in this book is free, sometimes spending a few euros will get you a better view.
The guides are designed to be followed on foot or by bike. If you have to take the metro occasionally, buy a T-Casual ten-journey ticket, which costs about 12 euros. There's no strict itinerary though the pieces are organised in a loose order for ease of walking. Every piece I mention is linked to Google maps, even the ones that are not part of the tour.
If you enjoy this book, please leave a review on the platform where you bought it. And thank you! Reviews tell other readers about great books and help me earn a modest living from my writing! You can also leave feedback and comments on the BCN Free Art blog. If you’d like to sign up to my newsletter and know when future books are coming out, please click here.
Above all, enjoy Barcelona Free Art!






  
  Columbus: A Starting Point


Most of the art in this guide is 20th century, but the  Monument to Columbus makes a good starting point as it’s easy to find. Barcelona was the city where the explorer reported back to the Catholic Monarchs after discovering the new world. Designed by Gaietà Buïgas i Monravà, when this column was unveiled for the Barcelona World’s Fair in 1888, it became an icon of the city. A lift takes you up to the globe under the explorer’s feet, from where you get a good view of the port and up the Ramblas.
Fifteen sculptors created the column’s fifty or so sculptural elements. Spain’s three kingdoms (Aragon, Leon and Castile) are represented, along with the Principality of Catalonia. The crowning seven-metre statue of Columbus himself is by Rafael Atché. You can see other figures and scenes from Columbus’s life, as well as caravels, griffins and of course, the famous lions – perfect for a selfie! 
One of the most important Catalan artists who worked on the monument is the Modernista sculptor, Josep Llimona i Bruguera. He crafted the medallion of explorer Vicente Yáñez Pinzón while still in his early twenties. He would later create the moving piece Desconsol (Desolation, 1907) that dominates the lake in front of the Catalan Parliament in the Parc de la Ciutadella. You can see more of his work in Plaça Catalunya.

[image: Josep Llimona’s moving piece Desconsol (Desolation, 1907) dominates the lake in front of the Catalan Parliament in the Parc de la Ciutadella]
Josep Llimona’s moving piece Desconsol (Desolation, 1907) dominates the lake in front of the Catalan Parliament in the Parc de la Ciutadella

Monument a Colom / Monument to Columbus (1888) designed by Gaietà Buïgas i Monravà, artworks created by Rafael Atché and 14 other artists. Bronze and stone. Plaza Portal de la Pau, s/n.

Okay, enough of the nineteenth century!
Cross the road in the direction of the port. The big wooden bridge you see ahead is called Rambla del Mar. On the other side is the Maremagnum entertainment centre, but we won’t cross the bridge. Our next stop is to the right, out over the water.







  
  Stargazing Down at the Port


[image: Miraestels / Stargazers (2006) by Robert Llimós. Polyester resin. Rambla de Mar, offshore]
Miraestels / Stargazers (2006) by Robert Llimós. Polyester resin. Rambla de Mar, offshore
You won’t be able to get close to our next two sculptures. They were inspired by the poet Joan Brossa’s piece about a roly-poly man:
SALTAMARTÍ

A Lluís Solà 


Ninot
que porta un
pes a la base i que,
desviat de la seva posició
vertical, es torna a posar
dret.
El poble.
ROLY-POLY

To Lluís Solà 


A toy
carrying a
weight on the base that,
when pushed from its vertical
position, once again comes
right.
The people.
—Joan Brossa

These figures urge us to view the universe as a fresh space of communication and knowledge. Placed too far out in the harbour to see many details, an element that can only be seen from out on the water is a coloured star that each figure hides behind its back, representing the different cultures that make up Barcelona.
They could be a pair of stevedores on deck, each marooned on a tiny pontoon. But they seem content to stand alone, legs astride, gazing up at the heavens. The artist has played with this figure in an iconic way over time, reproducing it in different materials and diverse settings. These figures are of polyester and fibre-glass.
“I am interested in figuration, but not realism, to say things in images but not to compete with reality.”
The artist, Robert Llimós, is a prolific Barcelona painter and sculptor. As an Impressionist painter's son, figurative painting and drawing became his first passion. He is an artist of the Spanish school known as New Figuration. During the Spanish dictatorship, he says, ‘figuration’ was a way of eluding the censor: 
As if the history of art was a pendulum, my generation returned to the figurative elements in their works as we had things to say and social demands to make. It was a good way to bypass censorship while stating a message contrary to the regime, through recognisable elements opposing the prevailing informality of the fake left wing. This generation is the one that corresponds to German Expressionism, English pop and Italian transavantgarde, which we call New Figuration in Spain.
After experimenting with abstract and conceptual phases, the figurative is the form to which he regularly returns, even as he rejects realism or the strongly representational. He sees his sculptural work as reaching a natural culmination in both the “Stargazer” pieces and his “Lines in Space”, a series expressed sculpturally through Marc (Frame), installed nearby for the ’92 Olympics. Marc has its twin, Threshold, which was installed in Atlanta, the city that hosted the Games in 1996, four years after Barcelona.
[image: The name ]
The name "Marc" both means "frame" and was the name of his son, who died at an early age
“My works and pictorial iconography would not be complete without all those periods of ceaseless sculptural pursuit, that have somehow culminated in ‘Lines in Space’ and the ‘Stargazer’.”
Llimós’s more recent work was inspired by an apparent encounter with extra-terrestrials, in Fortaleza, Brazil, in 2009. In fact, he sees this event as a response to the “Stargazers” series:
“[This work] is protecting the sea and requesting help from the sky. I have always thought that it would serve to make contact with the hereafter and that’s how it has finally happened.”
Joan Brossa
Poetry, theatre, prose, sculptural works and even experimental film: his output was prodigious in all these media yet Joan Brossa described himself solely as a poet, and he is remembered as one of Catalonia’s finest. His work is exhibited around many of Barcelona’s public spaces. One of the most dramatic is Accessible Visual Poem in Three Tenses: birth, journey—with pauses and intonations —and destruction, in the Marià Cañardo Gardens beside the Horta Velodrome. It's just a stone’s throw from Josep Maria Subirachs’ Form 212 (1957), which I mention later on [internal LINK]. You can find out more about Joan Brossa on my Barcelona Free Art blog.
[image: Accessible Visual Poem in Three Tenses: birth, journey—with pauses and intonations —and destruction (1984) by Joan Brossa. Concrete. Jardins de Marià Cañardo (Horta Velodrome)]
Accessible Visual Poem in Three Tenses: birth, journey—with pauses and intonations —and destruction (1984) by Joan Brossa. Concrete. Jardins de Marià Cañardo (Horta Velodrome)
Miraestels / Stargazers (2006) by Robert Llimós. Polyester resin. Rambla de Mar, offshore.


Facing the water, turn to your left and head along the quay past the old Customs House. You'll see a towering bronze statue of a man wearing a heavy
More info
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