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PART ONE:
Tell Me More About Roar!
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WELCOME TO ROAR!


What looks like a book just might be a door to an extraordinary world for you and the ones you love most!



What you’re holding is a celebration for Christian families of all that’s magical, memorable, and enduring in the pages of C. S. Lewis’s classic, The Chronicles of Narnia. Sure, Roar! looks and feels like a book, but we hope it’s something more.

More, for example, like that painting of a ship in Aunt Alberta’s back bedroom.

Or the train station platform in the English countryside, schoolchildren quietly waiting.

Or a door to a wardrobe.

We hope, in other words, that you’ll discover Roar! to be a portal to Lewis’s imaginary world that you and your family will want to return to countless times—and step through.

If this is your first trip to Narnia, you’re about to enter one of literature’s most beloved lands. Narnia—let the wide-eyed child inside you say it, think it, feel it. Narnia—a time and place apart, a world where animals talk, myths come to life, schoolkids rule as kings and queens (and do a jolly good job, mind you), and the Great Lion Aslan is Lord over all.

If you’ve already been to Narnia, it’s never too soon or too late to return. Did you read The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe as a child and can still recall what it felt like to follow Lucy into the snowy woods? Have you stayed up late with college friends musing on metaphors like the Stone Table or Deep Magic? Then now’s the perfect time to revisit the books and invite the next generation of readers along.

That’s one of the great wonders of the Chronicles. For decades, people from five to ninety-five have fallen under their spell. And since it’s literature that adults can enjoy as much as kids, Narnia has long been a favorite for families who love to read together.

That’s where Roar! comes in. It’s a book for the Narniac in your house (Narniac, as in—“Earthling who can’t get enough of Narnia”). It’s a book for grown-ups and kids who want to travel deeper into every Chronicle; who want more out of each character, story, and spiritual allusion; who alike best to talk, laugh, and imagine higher up and further in…together.

We think that’s what Professor Lewis would have wanted.

WHAT YOU’LL FIND INSIDE

In Part 1 you’ll meet him through a kid-friendly account of his life called, “A Boy Named Jack.” (Jack was the name Lewis preferred to go by among friends and family; for visiting children, it was “Uncle Jack.”) Also here in Part 1 you’ll find a diagnostic profile and a creed for the terminal-and-happy-about-it Narniac.

Part 2 takes you to the heart of Roar!—a chapter-by-chapter family guide to all seven books called, “Let’s Talk About the Chronicles.” Each entry starts with a quick summary of the chapter, then follows with helpful conversation starters, “Grown-up Thoughts,” quizzes, fascinating facts, “Wisdom for Narniacs,” and occasional fun or activity features like, “‘Bl-aw-st and Both-ub-ration!’: How to talk—really tooowk—like a proper British schoolboy” and “Oh, I Wish I Were a Dufflepud!”

Part 3 tests your knowledge, your pride, and your patience with a ten-part Narniac Final Exam. Covering all seven books, the exam is made up of hard questions, fun riddles, and taxing brainteasers. Younger readers and lap listeners can match wits with their own version, the Final Exam for Little Ones.

In Part 4, parents will find a series of feature articles from various contributors that are intended to help you understand and talk about issues the stories might raise—violence, magic, and myth, for example. You’ll also find inspiring essays from lifelong Narniacs who have been impacted emotionally and spiritually by the Chronicles.

Finally, Part 5 collects files you’ll come back to again and again: a glossary of difficult words; indexes of creatures, places, and Bible parallels; and a helpful chart showing what happened when in Narnia.

Use Roar! after your family has read the Chronicle chapter for the night. Or before. Read Roar! front to back, or by the time-honored “wandering but not lost” method. Read it to know where you’re going or to remember where you’ve been. Keep Roar! next to your Chronicle of the moment, or take it with you in the car. After all, in Narnia everything is permitted, and the perfect beginning is just the place you happen to be starting from now.

HOW TO READ THE CHRONICLES

Scholars and fans alike have cheerfully debated how to read the Chronicles for years. Take the issue of sequence. Fact is, most people don’t start at the beginning of Narnia. Even Lewis didn’t. He wrote Lion first, in 1950. From there, the series was published (although not written) in this order:

[image: ] Prince Caspian, 1951

[image: ] The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, 1952

[image: ] The Silver Chair, 1953

[image: ] The Horse and His Boy, 1954

[image: ] The Magician’s Nephew, 1955

[image: ] The Last Battle, 1956

In 1994, the Chronicles were reissued in a new order that matched the internal chronology of the stories:

[image: ] The Magician’s Nephew

[image: ] The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

[image: ] The Horse and His Boy

[image: ] Prince Caspian

[image: ] The Voyage of the Dawn Treader

[image: ] The Silver Chair

[image: ] The Last Battle

Does the order matter? Lewis didn’t feel as strongly about the issue as some of his fans, but in a 1957 letter to an American boy, he wrote: “I think I agree with your order [chronological] for reading the books more than with your mother’s. The series was not planned beforehand as she thinks. When I wrote The Lion I did not know I was going to write any more. Then I wrote P. Caspian as a sequel and still didn’t think there would be any more, and when I had done The Voyage I felt quite sure it would be the last. But I found as I was wrong. So perhaps it does not matter very much in which order anyone reads them.”

But for you as storyteller and parent, how you process the stories is more important than what order you read them in. For that reason, we encourage you to use Roar! with these tips in mind:


	Keep the Story First. Lewis wanted his fantasies read and enjoyed first as stories. Only after the literature had awakened a reader’s imagination and emotions, he believed, could meaningful interpretation happen. So don’t let any resource, Roar! included, get in the way of your family reading experience. Then use what works from the “Let’s Talk About It” spreads, and forget the rest. The “What if…?” and “I wonder why…?” questions are especially important—they encourage imaginations to wander in and out of the story, looking at it from different perspectives.


	Celebrate the Christian Message. Probably about the time they’re getting tucked in for the night, your children will be ready to talk about the larger meanings, biblical parallels, and life lessons inherent in the story. And as long as we respect the literary experience, Christian parents don’t have to apologize for wanting to make the most of the Chronicles’ gospel message. Lewis was unapologetically evangelistic in his intentions for Narnia. He wrote the stories in part because he was trying to correct a lack he’d experienced as a boy. “I thought I saw how stories of this kind could steal past a certain inhibition which had paralyzed much of my own religion in childhood,” he wrote. “By casting all these things into an imaginary world, stripping them of their stained-glass and Sunday school associations, one could make them for the first time appear in their real potency.”


	Trust That God Is at Work. Unless you want your kids to dread story time or mistake it for Sunday school, resist the urge to moralize or press home every spiritual lesson that occurs to you. Better to invite the Holy Spirit to be on the couch or curled up in bed with you and your child as you read. Your role is to encourage, invite, facilitate what God is already accomplishing in your family. What comes into your child’s spirit as a picture, as an unforgettable story, as that still small voice will by His sovereign power grow into something mightily more.




Have you heard that voice in your life? On the pages of the Chronicles? Then you know its power. And therein lies a story…

HOW ROAR! GOT ITS NAME

If you don’t know this already, you’ll soon find out: When Aslan roars, watch out! Things change.

In Lion, when he roars in anger, the White Witch runs for her life.

In Last Battle, Aslan’s roar rouses the giant Father Time from his sleep and a timeless eternity begins.

In Prince Caspian, when he roars out a battle cry, well, let’s see, a lot happens! The whole earth shakes, trees come to life and worship him, mothers press babies close to their breasts, a spontaneous romp erupts among his followers…

There’s plenty more roaring in the Chronicles! But our favorite is found in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. It’s right after Aslan’s resurrection. The great Lion has been playing with Lucy and Susan, “such a romp as no one has ever had except in Narnia.” After their joyful leap and tumble together, Aslan announces it’s time to get down to business. “I feel I am going to roar,” he warns the girls. “You had better put your fingers in your ears.”

And when it came, what a roar it was! Unable to look at Aslan, the girls turn and see “all the trees in front of him bend before the blast of his roaring as grass bends in a meadow before the wind.”

Aslan’s roar is mighty, awe inspiring, even frightening. Those who do not love him must flee. Those who do bow. It reminds us of the exuberant, sovereign voice of God in our families—a voice that will find His children and bring them to Himself. Yes, He is fierce, but He is fierce on our behalf.

Do you remember what happens right after Aslan’s roar in the story? The Lion turns to the girls. “We have a long journey to go,” he tells them. “You must ride on me.”


And he crouched down and the children climbed onto his warm, golden back, and Susan sat first, holding on tightly to his mane and Lucy sat behind holding on tightly to Susan. And with a great heave he rose underneath them and then shot off, faster than any horse could go, down hill and into the thick forest. That ride was perhaps the most wonderful thing that happened to them in Narnia.



May the Lord bless the stories of C. S. Lewis in your life as He has for so many. And may Roar! A Christian Family Guide to the Chronicles of Narnia be a welcome and urgent personal invitation to you and your children to climb onto the golden Lion named Jesus and hold on for the ride of your lives.

We have a long journey to go.

Heather & David Kopp


YOU KNOW YOU’RE A NARNIAC WHEN…
[image: ]


	Someone says Lucy, you think Edmund or Susan, not Charlie or Snoopy.


	You’ve tried at least once to plant a coin or a piece of candy… and come back to check your crop.


	You don’t go to the zoo to see the animals. You go to eavesdrop.


	You knock on the front of every wardrobe—and knock on the back of them, too.


	You’ve stared at paintings of sailing ships so long you’ve gotten seasick.


	Upon departure, when your friends say, “Gotta go” or “See you later,” you respond with, “To Narnia and the North!”


	You’ve dreamed about getting tossed by a huge lion, and it was a very good dream.


	You still jump in puddles, looking for the right one.


	You’d never trust an ape with needle and thread.
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	You can tell just by looking at them that donkeys are genuinely sorry.


	You know there’s no such thing as a good education that’s weak on dragons.


	You fret that one night you’ll go to sleep with dragonish thoughts in your heart.


	You practice archery, fencing, swimming, and riding…just in case.


	You’re careful to look away if a squirrel seems about to bury a nut.


	You actually know how much a firkin of wine is.


	On cold winter days, your thoughts turn to a hot cup of tea with Mr. Tumnus.


	You’re instinctively attracted to people with unfortunate names.


	You know that beeches and birches are girls, and maples and oaks are boys.


	After a warm rain, you search wet grass for circles of sleeping Dufflepuds.


	You know how many stomachs centaurs have, and what they like to digest.


	You have fantasized about going for a Sunday sail…underground.


	When you’re feeling down, you find that gloomy Wiggle-isms (like “Of course, every bad day comes to a worse end”) cheer you up immediately.


	You believe that all Creation resounds with a mysterious music, if people could only hear it, and the best way to describe it would be “a lion singing.”


	You’re deeply reassured by the knowledge that “Wrong will be right, when Aslan comes in sight.”


	You love stories, and know that the best page of the best story is still to come.
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Once upon a time, a young boy with a very unfortunate name grew up in a big drafty house in Belfast, Northern Ireland. Clive Staples Lewis didn’t like girls or cats, loved dogs and spent too much time reading under the covers at night.

One day when he was about four, Clive Staples decided to fix his unfortunate name. He suddenly announced to his family that his name was now “Jacksie.” From that day on, he refused to answer when anyone called him Clive or Clive Staples or anything else.

Well, that’s not quite true. His big brother, Warren, sometimes called him Smallpiggie-botham, or SPB, and Jacksie called Warren Archpiggiebotham, or APB, and it was all in fun. Jacksie and Warren were best friends.

Their mum was smart and pretty and came from a long line of preachers, debaters, and seafaring folk. Their dad was a lawyer with plenty of money but he always worried that his family was heading for the poorhouse. Still, he could tell stories like nobody’s business.

THE BOY WHO INVENTED 
OTHER WORLDS

Jacksie began writing before he even started school. He liked rabbits and mice and invented a make-believe world when he was five called Animal Land. Warren, at age eight, was more grown up and wrote about India and sailing ships and trains. Sometimes the brothers combined their stories and had the mice sailing ships while rabbits ruled India. For pets, the The boarding school was shut down, and not long afterward, “Oldie” was declared insane. boys had a dog named Tim, a white mouse named Tommy, and a canary named Peter.

Warren had to go away to school when he was ten—a horrible, cruel boarding school in England—and Jacksie missed him terribly. But he did have the run of the house now, and what a house the family lived in! It had rooms upon rooms and hallways that went everywhere and nowhere. The family employed gardeners and cooks, and Jacksie’s deaf grandfather lived with them. Jacksie found a space where he could be alone by climbing high in the house and stepping rafter by rafter across the attic. He decorated with bits of old packing cases and the seats of broken kitchen chairs. There, he kept a cash box containing various treasures, a story he was writing, and usually a few apples.

Much too soon, his mother became very ill. Jacksie’s house was filled with strange people rushing all about, and the smell of disinfectant was always in the air. Whenever Jacksie was taken to see his mum she lay pale and still but always smiled reassuringly. Once Jacksie had a fever and a toothache and desperately wanted his mother to comfort him, but instead, his dad came into his bedroom with some dreadful news—his mum had died.

SAILING AWAY FROM HOME

It was a terrible blow. And not long after, another one hit. His dad told Jacksie he was sending him to boarding school too. On the sailing boat heading for England, Jacksie changed his name to Jack. He was all grown up now, he announced. He was nine years old.

Boarding school for Jack meant a lot of starchy uniforms and algebra lessons and a horrible headmaster named “Oldie” who had a ghastly habit of beating students. Jack and Warren slept on springless beds and washed in cold water even in winter. To cheer themselves up, the boys made up stories about faraway places.

After a couple of years, things suddenly changed. Jack became sick and went home to have his adenoids out. The boarding school was shut down, and not long afterward, “Oldie” was declared insane. Hooray! Jack and Warren were sent to new schools—better ones this time, and closer to home.

For fun, Jack rode a bike, jogged, swam, read books, and tramped about the countryside. But most of all, he wrote. Short stories, poems, and books poured out of him. Even as a boy he knew his future must lie somewhere in the world of writing.

At fifteen, Jack went to a different school where this time bullies ran rampant. As a  younger student, Jack was forced to clean up after the older boys. Sometimes the bullies made him late for class and got him in trouble with his teachers. To escape, Jack took as many long walks as he could. A kindly teacher nicknamed “Smewgy” noticed that Jack was a good writer and encouraged him to study classic literature. Jack became good friends with a boy named Arthur Greeves who read widely, played piano, and loved the outdoors. They stayed friends their whole lives.

Jack finished high school out in the countryside with a private tutor, an old friend of his father’s named Professor Kirkpatrick. The Professor was logical and brilliant and insisted Jack never talk unless he had something worth saying—an idea that Jack loved, for he hated chitchat, dancing, and social events, and much preferred to study Greek and read classic books by himself. His father wanted Jack to become a lawyer or military man, but Professor Kirk wrote the father in a letter: “Your son will either be a writer or a tutor. Don’t try to make him anything else.”

A WORLD AT WAR

World War I broke out and Warren joined the service as a British officer, but Jack wasn’t old enough yet. He entered Oxford University a week before his eighteenth birthday. He began studies in winter and there was no fuel for heating because of the war. Students attended classes wearing overcoats, scarves, and gloves. Part of the college was turned into a military hospital, and student enrollment fell because so many young men were away at war.

When Jack became old enough for the army he enlisted. He trained in the freezing cold and muddy fields, and every spare moment he wrote poetry to console himself. Then he was sent to the front lines in France. On his nineteenth birthday, he fought in the Battle of the Somme. It was an awful scene. Men shot at each other day and night from muddy trenches. Cold, slimy mud seeped into boots and clothing. Enemy fire streaked in from all around. Before long, thousands of wounded and dying men covered the battlefield, and many of Jack’s friends were killed.

A few months later, an exploding mortar shell wounded Jack in the arm and chest, and he was taken to a military hospital to recover.

Finally, the war ended, and Jack went back to being a student at Oxford, where he studied philosophy, literature, and ancient history. While Jack was a student, a poem of his called “Death in Battle” was published in a military magazine—his first writing ever in print. “Your son will either be a writer or a tutor. Don’t try to make him anything else.”“About a month later, Jack published his first book, Spirits in Bondage.

ONE EVENING, IN HIS STUDY…

Jack had attended church when he was a child, but strayed from his upbringing as a teenager and young man. He said he was an atheist. Mostly, he was angry with God because his mother had died. But he loved reading and discovered that many of his favorite authors were Christians, such as John Donne, George MacDonald, and John Milton. Warren had a motorcycle then, and the brothers often zoomed around the countryside while talking about politics, faith, and God.

Jack graduated from college and became an English professor at Oxford, a position he held for the next twenty-nine years. One of the men he worked with was J. R. R. Tolkien, who later wrote the Lord of the Rings trilogy and other books. Jack began work on a science fiction trilogy called Perelandra and later a book called The Screwtape Letter. He formed a writing group that met every Thursday evening the Inklings.

Jack and Warren’s dad died, and when the brothers tidied up the family house to sell it, they came across a large trunk of all their childhood toys and drawings. They couldn’t bear to give or throw it away, so they decided to bury all their old treasures in the family garden. A few weeks later, Jack was working in his study one evening when he became suddenly aware that God was close. He got down on his knees and prayed to accept Christ as his Savior. He was thirty-one.

Jack used his share of the money from his dad’s home to buy a home in the English countryside, which he named the Kilns. It had tennis courts and a swimming pool and was surrounded by woods. He lived with a ginger cat named Tom and two dogs. For a time, Jack took care of a girl and an older woman who had lost her son in the war. The son had been a good friend of Jack’s and he cared for the woman like his own mother. When Warren retired from the army at age thirty-seven, he too came to live with Jack.

FAMOUS AUTHOR FALLS IN LOVE

Jack continued to tutor at Oxford while writing books and speaking on the radio. People loved his books and radio talks, and he became famous in England and America. When World War II broke out, the city of London was bombed, and some families decided to send their children to safe homes out in the countryside. Jack and Warren took in three children. To entertain them, Jack made up stories, which People loved his books and radio talks, and he became famous in England and America. turned into The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and, later, the Narnia series.

As an older man, Jack left Oxford to be a professor at Cambridge University and wrote several books about his life and faith, including Surprised by Joy and Mere Christianity. The books did very well, and requests to lecture poured in from all over the world.

One letter came from an American named Joy Gresham whom Jack had met several years earlier while traveling. She was also a writer, and the two became fast friends. Joy had two sons from a previous marriage, David and Douglas, and they all moved to England where Joy and Jack eventually fell in love and got married.

The couple experienced several happy months together, but soon Joy was diagnosed with cancer. She experienced ups and downs in her health, but felt pretty good for about two years. The couple even traveled to Greece for a holiday. This was one of the happiest times for Jack. But soon Joy’s health declined again and she died.

Right away, Jack adopted Joy’s two sons, and he and Warren raised the boys at the Kilns. But Jack missed his wife Joy terribly. He even wrote a book about his sorrow. It was called A Grief Observed.

Later, as his two adopted sons grew up, Jack’s health began to fail too. He contracted a bone disease, grew frail, and retired from teaching. C. S. Lewis died quietly one evening while at home, a week before his sixty-fifth birthday. The date was November 22, 1963, the same day president John F. Kennedy and another famous writer, Aldous Huxley, died.

THE BEST STORY EVER

Since C. S. Lewis’s death, many books have been written about “Uncle Jack.” His own books and writings have become famous and are often quoted around the world. Perhaps the most famous are the seven books about Narnia that he wrote for children.

Have you read them yet?

You absolutely must if you haven’t already done so. You’ll find stories about a boy with an unfortunate name, sailing ships, bullies, a talking mouse, a big house in the country, and a Professor Kirk. You’ll also meet a Being so wonderful you’ll want to know Him forever and ever.
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The
NARNIAC’S
CREED


I believe in a lion named Aslan
Who died and rose again
For a greedy child like me.




He is good but not safe,
And the more I grow,
The bigger he becomes.




At Aslan’s roar, even the trees bow down.
Yet he comes to romp and play
With any who will join him.




He has another name in our world.
And by knowing him a little in Narnia,
I know him better here.




He’s not a tame lion, it’s true.
But when I am thirsty,
There is no other stream.




So I will take the adventure that Aslan sends,
And whether I live or die,
he will be my good lord,




Until further up and further in
I finally reach his true country
And leave the Shadowlands behind.





PART TWO
Let’s Talk About the Chronicles

[image: ] YOUNG NEIGHBORS Digory and Polly fall victim to a foolish uncle’s experiments with magic. They’re swept out of London into other worlds—first a ruined city ruled by evil Queen Jadis, and then to a dark, lifeless place. Here they watch the great Lion, Aslan, sing a new, perfect world into existence. This is enchanted Narnia, yet already sin has entered to threaten its future.





BOOK ONE
The
MAGICIAN’S
NEPHEW




[image: ]

The Story • It’s a cold, wet London afternoon when Polly and Digory decide to explore the attics above their row houses. The children stumble unexpectedly into a secret study. Who greets them but Digory’s very strange Uncle Andrew! He offers Polly a pretty yellow ring, and when she touches it, she disappears.


Bastables

Children in books by
Edith Nesbit




Blub
Cry




Buffer
A foolish old man




Cistern
A hot water tank




Coiner
Someone who makes counterfeit (fake) coins




Grown-up Thoughts

Right off the bat, Lewis delivers strong opinions about grown-ups. And not very flattering ones, either. Adults are predictable, he says, not very curious, and they “come up with uninteresting explanations.” It’s all in fun, of course, and the author’s way of siding with his readers. In this chapter, watch for themes like curiosity versus caution, trust, and the power of mystery—all great subjects to get your kids talking!

[image: ]

God has chosen to make known to [His people] the glorious riches of that mystery… Christ is in you! COLOSSIANS 1:27, NIRV


Scary Thoughts

Seems like the children really want to believe there’s a creepy mystery about Uncle Andrew and the empty house. Are you ever like that?
[image: ]




Curious and
Curious-er

Would you have opened the attic door? Reached for the strange yellow ring?[image: ]



[image: ]


My Secret Place

Where is a secret place you like to hide? Describe what you feel when you’re alone there.[image: ]




“B-b-but it’s dark in here!”

Have you explored a tunnel or other dark place—or wished you could? Are you afraid of the dark?[image: ]




Who You Gonna Trust?

Why did Polly and Digory have a bad feeling about Uncle Andrew? How do you decide who to trust?[image: ]



WISDOM
for NARNIACS
 [image: ]

Be careful of
kind uncles with
mean eyes.
[image: ]



The Meaning of Everything

“It’s a Mad World”

Digory and Polly refer to Uncle Andrew many times as “mad.” In Lewis’s time, “mad” didn’t mean angry. It described anyone who usually behaved strangely (other words: odd, weird, crazy). Today, we’d probably describe that person as mentally ill. Of course, Uncle Andrew probably wasn’t really mentally ill. Just very odd—and maybe very evil, too.

Kid Test

What’s a Mystery to You?

A mystery is an interesting question or place that you’d love to know more about. Are these mysteries to you?


What’s under my bed.
What my dog is thinking right now.

Why the stars disappear during
the day.

Jesus in my heart.

What it will feel like when I’m grown up.




[image: ]

The Story • Uncle Andrew explains to Digory how the mysterious rings work: yellow takes you out of this world, green brings you back—hopefully! Of course, Uncle Andrew can’t possibly take the risk himself because he’s too important. He talks Digory into it though. The boy pockets two green rings—so both children can return—and touches the yellow ring. Poof!


Charwoman

A cleaning lady




Chivalry

Ideal qualities such
as bravery, courtesy,
honor, and
gallantry toward
women




Jawing

A lot of talking




Showing the
white feather

Slang for acting
like a coward




Grown-up Thoughts

Children’s literature is full of evil characters who pretend to care for kids but actually prey on them. “Nice” Uncle Andrew is definitely one. He’s supposed to be Digory’s caretaker, someone Digory can trust. Instead he manipulates and uses the children for selfish, evil purposes. What’s the good of bad guys? Well-drawn evil characters in literature help kids understand what evil looks like and how to respond in real life.

[image: ]

Those who do wrong
speak only twisted words.
PROVERBS 10:32, NIRV


“Rules? What Rules?”

Uncle Andrew thinks he’s much too special to have to follow rules. What’s it like to be around people like that?
 [image: ]

Magic Test

In Narnia, some magic is good, some isn’t. Which is Uncle’s, and how do you know?
 
 [image: ]

My Favorite Meanies

Name some evil characters in stories you like, and what you remember about them. Did any of them turn out to be good in the end?
 [image: ]

The Case of the
Disappearing Polly

How did you feel when Digory was trying to decide whether he should touch the yellow ring?

Did he do the right thing?
[image: ]



[image: ]

FAST FACT
 [image: ]

Lewis’s original
title for this
book was, “Polly
and Digory.”



[image: ]

The Meaning of Everything

Magic Dust

Magic in kid’s stories is a special power that comes from outside a person. Lewis creates two kinds of magic at war with each other: bad magic brings evil and suffering, good magic brings joy and healing. In real life, magic is nothing to play with because its source can be the devil, never God (2 Chronicles 33:6, Galatians 5:20). For more on magic, see page 337.

Kid Test

Four Good Ways to Tell Who’s Bad
[They’re R.A.T.S.]


	Rebellious. They think r_____apply only to other people. (How dumb is that?)


	Arrogant. They’re certain they’re b_____than ordinary folks. (But they’re not.)


	Tricky. They manipulate others and twist the f_____to get what they w_____. (Watch out!)


	Selfish (& cruel). They think only about themselves, so they don’t care if they h_____others, even a_____. (Guinea pigs unite! Down with R.A.T.S.!)





[image: ]

The Story • Digory surfaces from a clear pool to meet up with Polly in the dreamy Wood between the Worlds. They’re surrounded by other pools that seem to promise more worlds. After a practice plunge (to make sure they can get back to London), the two kids pick a new pool…and jump!


Gassing

Talking too much




Pluck

Courage and
determination




Grown-up Thoughts

The Wood between the Worlds is a sort of spiritual wayside that allows the children to exercise free will. From here on out, they are not victims of Uncle Andrew but brave adventurers by choice. The Wood itself feels a little like being in the quiet presence of God—“He leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul” (Psalm 23:2–3). Yet we sense that we’re not meant to stay in this safe, dreamy place forever. Great adventures and important accomplishments await.

[image: ]

LORD, you will give
perfect peace to anyone
who commits himself
to be faithful to you.
That’s because he
trusts in you.
 ISAIAH 26:3,
NIRV


Meeting Halfway

Polly and Digory argued about
what to do next in the Wood. How
did they make a compromise?
 [image: ]

ZZZZzzz

What was Polly afraid would happen
if they stayed in the Wood too
long? Do you think she was right?
 [image: ]

Don’t Forget the
Bread Crumbs

What big mistake did
Digory almost make?
 [image: ]

Your Turn

If you found yourself in that
same Wood, what would you do?
What would your best friend
want to do?
 [image: ]

“Now I Remember!”

What caused the
children to suddenly
remember who they
were and where
they came from?
 [image: ]



[image: ]
WISDOM
for
NARNIACS
 [image: ]

Explore new
worlds, but don’t
forget the
way home.

[image: ]



DON’T BLUB! IT’S TIME TO TAKE…

Narniac Attack No. 1

[Test your knowledge on Chapters 1–3]


	Who was still living on Baker Street in London when the story opens?


	King Arthur


	Obi Wan


	Sherlock Holmes






	What sound do the rings make in Uncle Andrew’s study? They…


	whistle like a teakettle.


	hum like a vacuum cleaner far away.


	ring like a bell.






	The rings only work if they’re actually touching your…


	sister.


	underwear.


	skin.






	Who gave Uncle Andrew the secret box?


	His sister Letty


	His fairy godmother


	Sherlock Holmes






	What is Uncle Andrew’s last name?


	Ketterley


	Plummer


	Kirke










[image: ]EVERYBODY knows real Brits talk prim, proper, and precise—and most kids from North America don’t!

But then again, perhaps you are an American Narniac with pluck. You really do want to sound like Digory or Polly. In that case, you should make yourself a cup of tea, purse your lips, raise your eyebrows, look dreadfully proper…and give it a shot.

In all of the Chronicles except The Horse and His Boy, English schoolchildren are central characters. And C. S. Lewis does a splendid job of just letting them talk (tooowk, actually). Lucy, Eustace, and friends use the Britspeak common on school grounds in the 1950s. Many of the expressions are still in use today. The language of Digory and Polly in The Magician’s Nephew (set in London, 1900) is a little more dated, but plenty of fun to imitate.

So, what do we hear when the Chronicles kids start talking?


[image: ]

[image: ]




[image: ]

The Story • Digory and Polly explore a dark, ruined world. No one’s lived there for centuries, they decide. In a great, silent hall they find statues dressed like kings and queens. How strange! Then, ignoring warnings, Digory strikes a golden bell with a hammer. What will happen next?


Dotty

Mentally
unbalanced; crazy




Pound

British unit
of money




Grown-up Thoughts

One big idea in this chapter—and often in the Chronicles—is temptation. Why is it, when we’re told we shouldn’t do something appealing, that that something suddenly gets more appealing than ever? (Notice that for this temptation story, Lewis switches gender roles: this time, it’s the male, not the female, who can’t resist.) Lewis thought deeply on the topic of temptation—his book The Screwtape Letters is a classic.


When you are tempted, you shouldn’t say, “God is tempting me.”…He doesn’t tempt anyone.

JAMES 1:13, NIRV

[image: ]




Dead as Stone

Describe how you would have felt walking through those ruins and looking into the faces of those lifeless people.
[image: ]




Just One Bite

Do you know the story of the temptation of Adam and Eve? (Find it in Genesis 3.) How does it remind you of Digory and Polly?
 [image: ]




“Don’t Touch!”

Have you ever wanted to do something just because you were told not to? What happened?
 [image: ]




Ding Dong

Was Digory foolish to ring the golden bell? What would you have done?
 [image: ]




Oh No! Now What?

What do you think is going to happen next in the story?
 [image: ]



[image: ]

[image: ] EAR EXAM
[image: ]

They took off
the green rings
and put them into
which pocket?



The Meaning of Everything

Is It Boys Against Girls?

Digory says girls “never want to know anything but gossip and rot about people getting engaged.” But then, doesn’t Digory act “just like a boy” when he twists Polly’s arm? At the time in which this book is set (1900, England), boys and girls were treated very differently. Girls were expected to like things like dolls, tea parties, and fancy dresses. For boys it was sports, battles, and adventure. Lewis treats his boys and girls evenly when it comes to courage, leadership, and flaws. But he draws some traditional lines, too—no girls in hand-to-hand combat, for example.

Try This at Home

Making Faces

Polly and Digory could tell a lot about the beautifully dressed people in the great hall just by looking at their faces. Try these looks (can you hold them for ten seconds?):



	sad
	hungry



	frightened
	cruel



	loving
	




Can your family guess from your expression what you’re feeling?


[image: ]

The Story • Beautiful but frightening Queen Jadis has been awakened by the bell. She takes the kids on a forced tour of the ruined city of Charn, which she destroyed by speaking the “Deplorable Word.” But when she tells the children to take her to their world, they make a grab for their green rings.


Incantations

Words with
magical power




Minions

Lowly and
powerless followers




Reasons
of State

Politics




Grown-up Thoughts

What do we know so far about Queen Jadis?


She chooses “victory” at any cost.

She thinks others exist only to be used by her.

She is proud and self-obsessed—

“Has your uncle power like mine?”

She blindly shifts blame to her sister.



Sound like Uncle Andrew? Here’s the difference: Uncle Andrew is a human who dabbles in witchcraft. Jadis, as you’ll see in future chapters, is a Witch and Satan figure.


Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies.

PSALM 34:13




Bad Vibes

How can you tell that Jadis is an evil queen?
[image: ]




Worth the Win?

Queen Jadis killed off her sister and a whole world just so she could claim “victory.” Have you ever won an argument or contest only to discover that winning wasn’t worth it? Talk about it.
[image: ]




Royal Flub

The Queen thinks Uncle Andrew is a powerful king. Hmmm! What do you think she’ll do when she meets him face-to-face?
[image: ]




Deplorable What?

Lewis never says what the Deplorable Word is. Any guesses? Some people think the Deplorable Word stands for the Atom Bomb. One family decided it was “take.”
[image: ]




Powerful Words

Read James 3:3–5. What three things does James compare the power of the tongue to?
[image: ]



[image: ]

[image: ]


[image: ]

The Story • Queen Jadis follows the children all the way back to Uncle Andrew’s study. “Tomorrow I will begin the conquest of the world,” she announces. When she storms out of the room, the children get a breather, but things are about to get most upsetting for Uncle!


Deucedly

Devilishly, crazily




Frock-coat

A man’s dress
coat with
knee-length skirts




Hansom

A horse-drawn
carriage




Pax

Slang for calling
a truce or
making peace




Grown-up Thoughts

In this chapter it becomes clear that Uncle Andrew is going to pay a high price for his bad choices. Now instead of abusing others, he will get abused by Jadis. It’s a fun reversal:


His “experiment” with the rings, as he called it, was turning out more successful than he liked: for though he had dabbled in Magic for years he had always left all the dangers (as far as one can) to other people.



Stories are superb for teaching consequences, even if they’re delayed (like real life).


He who digs a hole and scoops it out falls into the pit he has made.



PSALM 7:15

[image: ]


Vanity

Uncle Andrew is described as “vain as a peacock; that was why he had become a Magician.” What could that mean?
[image: ]




Something in the Air?

Why do you suppose Jadis began to lose her beauty and strength while in the Wood between the Worlds?
[image: ]




“So Sorry…”

Digory apologized to Polly because he’d treated her badly. Why do apologies make a difference anyway?
[image: ]




Silly Man

Why is Uncle Andrew being foolish when he dresses up for the Queen?
[image: ]




You’re Not Going to
Believe This!

If you were Polly, what’s the first thing you’d tell your family when you got back home?
[image: ]



[image: ]

WISDOM
for
NARNIACS

Sometimes the
silliest kind of
silliness happens
in grown-ups.

[image: ]



The Meaning of Everything

Those Dem Words

Some of the words in Magican’s Nephew aren’t too nice! You might be wondering, “Does ‘dem’ mean ‘damn’?” Yes—it’s just a milder form of the word, like “darn.” Then there’s Polly telling Digory not to be a donkey. Well, something like that! Today, the word “ass” is derogatory in more ways than one. If your family is reading aloud, you might want to skip words you don’t want repeated. (And watch as Polly and Digory learn to treat each other better in the chapters ahead.)

Kid Test

“I am your magical power. I am invisible, but at your command, I can do all these things”:


Put out a fire—Proverbs 26:20
Give other people strength—
1 Thessalonians 5:11
Separate close friends—
Proverbs 16:28
Cut like a sword—Proverbs 12:18
Bring healing—Proverbs 12:18

“I belong to you. WHAT AM I?”




[image: ]

The Story • Get ready! Here comes…a flying aunt (Letty), a rampaging Witch (Jadis), an angry mob (or are they just curious?), a stampeding horse (Strawberry), a wrecked carriage (it’s stolen), an old man talking through his hat (Uncle Andrew), and a boy who’s trying to save London and his dying mother (Digory). Whew!


Bow-window

A curved bay window




Cove

British slang for man




Mutton

The flesh of fully
grown sheep




Tram

Streetcar




Twopence

A British coin
worth two pennies




Grown-up Thoughts

While Queen Jadis wreaks havoc, Lewis helps us to laugh. The Witch, stripped of her powers but still behaving as if she has them, becomes a comic figure. And the humor is reassuring. In the big view of things, followers of Christ do have the last laugh. Look at how Paul described Christ’s crucifixion: “Having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross” (Colossians 2:15).


Be strong and
take heart,
all you who hope
in the LORD.

PSALM 31:24

[image: ]




Silly, But Not Scary

In the world of London, the Witch doesn’t seem so scary anymore, does she? Why is that?
[image: ]




Giggle Meter

What was the funniest thing that happened in this chapter?
[image: ]




Worried About Mom

Digory is very worried about his mother. Have you ever felt worried about someone you loved who was very ill? What happened?
[image: ]




A Witch in Wichita?

What do you think would happen if Jadis showed up at your house? At your school?
[image: ]




Second Thoughts

Do you think Uncle Andrew will ever play with magic again?
[image: ]



[image: ]

[image: ]
 EAR EXAM

What did
Jadis shoplift?



Did You Know? #1

Mum Is Very Ill

Lewis understood the sadness Digory felt about his mother’s illness. When Lewis was nine years old, his mother got cancer. He prayed for her to be healed, but she died. Lewis grieved her loss the rest of his life.

Did You Know? #2

London, A.D. 1900

At the turn of the twentieth century (when The Magician’s Nephew takes place), London was the most important city in the world. Horse-drawn carriages filled the streets, although a few motorcars had been spotted. Beneath the streets ran the world’s first subway system—the London Underground. And Queen Victoria had one more year to go on a very long reign (1837–1901).

Kid Test

How to Speak Cabby

The Cabby speaks a strange language! Mostly, he seems to have trouble with one letter: ‘ere, ‘orse, ‘im, ‘ome, and ‘ave. What’s the missing letter?



[image: ]

Who remembers when we were boys, when we were little girls, and someone read us Narnia? I close my eyes and lean into the memory of how my mother read, of the times we had together, and a certain game we played without her knowing.

A schoolteacher and adept at slipping children into books for keeping, she could do all the voices. From page one she made a very scary Witch, and her harrumphing Uncle Andrew was the perfect duffer. (I can still hear her Uncle Andrew with her mouth held in an O and her lowest tones quavering sillily!)

And her act! Her act was itself a fascination, so outrageous! She was the maestro, a marvel of poise and varied animations, switching character and keeping her place through so many small-boy interruptions.


Happiness, happiness then seriousness, seriousness then happy and serious at once, that was Aslan coming.



But slumped together with my brothers beside her, us in our Mickey Mouse pajamers and with toothpaste on our breath, would you believe we were almost perfectly impervious? She would surely have slipped us into Narnia, sealed us with that forehead kiss, and mailed us off to bed if it hadn’t been for the game we’d started playing early on.

Really, Mom had started it herself when she told us at the first about the lion who would come. The cover had the lion, and somehow we started waiting, watching for him. Listening, but mainly listening for the Aslan parts.

We had trained ourselves to hear mostly the vulnerable moments. For these moments always led to Aslan coming in. (The first was when the rings kept being fumbled and the witch accidentally came along with Polly and Digory to the dark place, remember? My neck burns even as I remember the sense of dread, and then—oh, Lord!—that Voice began his singing!)

We came to wait for the long rhythms of the story to resign themselves, always, to the Voice, to a lion who spoke like a man. And even when I was especially tired, I could hear when his part was coming up. It went: happiness, happiness then seriousness, seriousness then happy and serious at once, that was Aslan coming.

Oh, our bedtime game was delicious growing up because he was so easy to hope for! And now that I’m reading the Chronicles to my kids, I’ve sometimes wondered if they are playing something like it, as they are never so absorbed as I might like them. Elliot and Emmae seem always just ahead of me, scouting maybe, and Cambria is never far behind them, which is still ahead of where I’m reading. (I find myself starting to read mechanically when I suspect they’re only sifting for that lion anyway. Something my mom would never have done!)

But just as I begin to feel as though I’m rowing a thick sea of words with no Aslan in sight and my shipmates growing listless, tired of being concerned, I’ll see them straighten up together. Or Elliot will hunch down suddenly and spread his hands out in front of him and say intensely, “Okay, okay! Guys! Now just, just listen!” Emmae watches his hands and stops twisting the hem of her pajama bottoms, and Cam takes the cue and grins eagerly and says, “Ohhhhh yeeaaahh! Here comes it!”

I love to watch them, to see them at just the moment when they spot that dab of brightest gold on our horizon. Aslan!

Aslan’s come out to play the game again.

—Brian Thomasson
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Bue il Water needs Rule
31000

3. The “Ee” Rule—
o changrto "

Examples: Parer, mattee
(here “r”sounds e "are” i
“guee’) becones partah and
mareuh. Roather  becomes
e

nd vate? Water besomes

o

PutieAuTogsther
Good accent fakers know they
<an only sound good on 3 few
words. They jst se them over
and over. So write down  few
fivories, and practice gering
the ight aceents and the right
emphasi in the righ plces.

Like:

“Ohboth-u! This bute.vh i
simply awull”

“Do be a decent chap or |
‘might very wellbubt”

Or wy these from the
Chronicles

“Why, you goosel I use a2
ordinsry  wardrobe.  Look!
There's the back of it [Susan,
Lion]

“IF you don't know how o
ke ajoke, I chant borber my
head abour you [Eustace,
Voyage]

Fimlly, don’s forger 1o
sprinkle your sentences with
proper. fillrs like: “Rawther”
“Quitel” “Re-aw-lyt” and,

Yes, of cooowrc!”

Goritt

Spendid! Well, shen..
Chueri!
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