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Introduction
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Welcome to IELTS Speaking Made Simple. This eBook is designed to help you improve your fluency, and confidence for the IELTS Speaking test.

You will see clear explanations, sample answers, and practice exercises. To get the best results, repeat the questions- practice asking and answering the questions.

Practice regularly, and soon you will speak with more ease and naturalness. Let’s get started!
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Chapter 1: Speaking part 1 
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The IELTS Speaking test has three parts. 

IELTS Speaking Part 1 – Overview Purpose:

Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking test is the introduction and general questions section. Its goal is to help you feel comfortable by discussing topics that are familiar and personal. You are expected to speak about everyday situations from your own life. You don’t need to give long answers or show deep knowledge—just speak naturally and clearly.

Length:

4 to 5 minutes

Structure:

	Introduction:
The examiner greets you, asks for your full name, and checks your ID.

	General Questions:
You will first be asked about basic topics such as your hometown, your job or studies.

	Topic Questions:
The examiner then chooses two or three common topics and asks 3 to 4 questions about each.


Typical Part 1 Topics:

Here is a list of topics you might be asked about with sample answers:

Work and Study

Q: What do you do?
I'm currently working as an English teacher at a private language centre. I mainly teach adult learners who are preparing for exams like IELTS.
Q: Why did you choose that job or subject?
I’ve always been passionate about languages and communication. Teaching allows me to help others grow while doing something I enjoy every day.
Q: Do you enjoy it?
Yes, I do. It can be challenging at times, but it’s very rewarding to see my students improve and gain confidence in their English skills.
Hometown and Accommodation

Q: Where is your hometown?
My hometown is a small coastal city in the south of Turkey. It’s known for its natural beauty and relaxed atmosphere.
Q: What kind of place is it?
It’s a quiet, friendly place with beautiful beaches and a strong sense of community. Life moves at a slower pace there compared to big cities.
Q: Do you live in a house or an apartment?
I live in an apartment in the city centre. It’s quite convenient because everything I need is nearby—shops, transport, and cafes.
Free Time and Hobbies

Q: What do you do in your free time?
In my free time, I enjoy reading, going for walks, and sometimes meeting friends for coffee. I also like listening to podcasts.
Q: Do you prefer spending time alone or with others?
It depends on my mood. Sometimes I enjoy peace and quiet, especially when I want to read or relax. But I also like socialising with close friends.

Music

Q: What type of music do you like?
I enjoy many types of music, but I especially like acoustic and indie music. I find it calming and often play it while working or studying.
Q: Can you play a musical instrument?
No, I can’t play any instruments, but I’ve always wanted to learn the guitar. Hopefully one day I’ll find the time to take lessons.
Reading

Q: Do you enjoy reading?
Yes, very much. Reading is one of my favourite hobbies. It helps me relax and also improves my vocabulary and general knowledge.
Q: What kind of books do you usually read?
I usually read novels—especially contemporary fiction. I also enjoy reading books on language teaching and personal development.
Movies and Television

Q: What is your favourite film or TV show?
One of my favourite TV shows is The Crown. I enjoy historical dramas and the acting in that series is excellent.
Q: Do you prefer watching things at home or at the cinema?
I prefer watching at home because it’s more comfortable and I can pause whenever I want. But for action films, I sometimes enjoy going to the cinema.
Travel

Q: Do you like travelling?
Yes, I love travelling. I think it’s one of the best ways to learn about different cultures and break out of your daily routine.
Q: Have you visited other countries?
Yes, I’ve visited a few countries in Europe and Asia. Each trip taught me something new and gave me great memories.
Daily Routine

Q: What is your daily routine like?
On weekdays, I usually wake up early, have breakfast, and go to work. After work, I try to go for a walk or read a book before dinner.
Q: What do you usually do after work or school?
I usually relax by listening to music or watching something online. If I have energy, I do some light exercise or read for a while.
Food and Cooking

Q: Do you enjoy cooking?
Yes, I enjoy cooking, especially when I have time. I find it relaxing, and I like trying new recipes from different cultures.
Q: What kind of food do you like?
I like Mediterranean food the most—lots of fresh vegetables, olive oil, and simple but tasty ingredients. I also enjoy Asian cuisine.
Sport and Exercise

Q: Do you do any sport?
Not a specific sport regularly, but I do go walking or hiking when I can. I like staying active in simple ways.
Q: How often do you exercise?
I try to exercise at least three times a week. It really helps me feel better both physically and mentally.
Weather and Seasons

Q: What’s the weather like in your country?
Turkey has quite a varied climate, but where I live, it’s generally warm and sunny. Summers are hot, and winters are mild.
Q: Which season do you like the most?
I prefer spring. The weather is pleasant, the flowers are blooming, and it’s not too hot or cold—perfect for being outside.

Shopping

Q: Do you enjoy shopping?
Sometimes. I enjoy shopping when I need something specific or when I’m buying gifts. But I don’t like crowded shopping centres.
Q: Where do you usually shop?
I usually shop online for convenience, especially for clothes and books. For food, I go to a local market or supermarket.
Technology

Q: How often do you use a computer or mobile phone?
I use my phone and laptop every day, mostly for work and communication. I also use them to read, listen to music, or learn new things.
Q: Do you prefer online or face-to-face communication?
I prefer face-to-face communication, when possible, especially with close friends or family. But for work and quick messages, online is more practical.

––––––––
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How to Answer:

	Always speak in full sentences. Try not to say just “yes” or “no.”

	Give short, clear explanations or examples.

	Don’t overthink—simple and natural language is enough.

	Answers should be around two to four sentences long.


Tips:

	Be relaxed and treat it like a short conversation.

	Don’t memorise long answers—they will sound unnatural.

	Focus on clear pronunciation and fluency.

	If you don’t understand a question, it’s okay to ask:
“Sorry, could you repeat the question?”
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Chapter 2: Speaking Part 2
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IELTS Speaking Part 2 – Overview

Purpose:
In Part 2 of the IELTS Speaking test, you are expected to speak on your own about a given topic. This tests your ability to organise your thoughts, use appropriate language, and keep speaking fluently for up to two minutes. It is often called the “long turn” because you do most of the talking without interruption.

Length:

	1 minute to prepare

	1–2 minutes to speak

	Then 1 or 2 short follow-up questions


How It Works:

	The examiner gives you a task card with a topic and some guiding points.

	You have 1 minute to prepare, and you can make notes.

	You then speak for 1 to 2 minutes without the examiner asking questions.

	When you finish, the examiner will ask one or two simple questions about what you said.


How to Prepare and Speak:

	During the 1-minute preparation, note key words or ideas—not full sentences.

	Use the bullet points on the card to help structure your answer.

	Try to include examples, feelings, and explanations.

	Speak clearly and naturally. If you make a small mistake, just keep going.







Below are model answers for each of the IELTS Speaking Part 2 cue cards. These responses are written at a Band 7–8 level, using natural and fluent English with appropriate vocabulary and clear structure. Each answer is about 1.5 to 2 minutes long.

The examiners cannot ask you random questions- everything is scripted and wherever in the world you take the exam. The questions will all be the same. However, there are many questions cue cards that you could be given. Luckily you will only get one cue card. So, try to practice as many as you can before the test day. 

Typical Part 2 Cue Cards (Full Examples):

Describe a person you admire.
You should say:
	who the person is

	what this person is like

	what this person has done
and explain why you admire this person.


Sample answer: 

One person I really admire is my grandmother. She’s in her eighties now but still full of energy and kindness. She raised five children almost on her own while working full-time as a teacher. What I admire most is her strength and patience. Despite many challenges in her life, she always stayed positive and encouraged others.
She also taught me the value of education. When I was younger, she helped me with my homework and told me stories about her students. I admire her not only for her hard work but also for her calm and caring personality. She inspires me to be more thoughtful and resilient.

Describe a place you have visited that you particularly liked.
You should say:
	where it is

	when you went there

	what you did there
and explain why you liked it.


Sample answer:

A place I really enjoyed visiting was Cappadocia in Turkey. I went there a few years ago with some friends during the spring. We spent three days exploring the unique rock formations, underground cities, and local villages.
The highlight of the trip was taking a hot air balloon ride at sunrise. The view from above was absolutely breathtaking—we could see the whole landscape covered in soft morning light. I loved this place because it felt peaceful and full of history. It was also quite different from anywhere I had seen before.
Describe an important event in your life.
You should say:
	what the event was

	when and where it happened

	who was involved
and explain why it was important to you.







Sample answer:

One important event in my life was when I graduated from university. It happened about five years ago, and it was held at a large auditorium in my city. My family came to watch, and I still remember how proud they looked.
I had worked really hard during those years, so walking across the stage to receive my diploma felt like a huge achievement. What made it more meaningful was that I was the first person in my family to complete a degree. That day reminded me that effort really
	what the book is

	what it is about

	when you read it
and explain why you enjoyed it.



	what the skill is

	why you want to learn it

	how you would learn it
and explain how this skill would be useful to you.




	who you helped

	when and where it happened

	what you did
and explain how you felt about helping this person.



	what the object is

	where you got it

	how long you have had it
and explain why it is special to you.
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	what the goal is

	why it is important to you

	what you are doing to achieve it
and explain how you will feel if you reach this goal.






	what the news was

	who gave it to you

	how you reacted
and explain why this news was important to you.



	what it is

	when you do it

	who you do it with
and explain why it helps you relax.























	Use linking words like: First of all, Then, For example, However, Finally.

	Speak in a logical order—try to cover all points on the card.

	If you finish early, add more detail, describe your feelings, or talk about what happened next.

	Practice timing your answers at home so you’re comfortable speaking for 2 minutes.
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