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    The door above me opened. I smiled. Time to party. I clambered out from the hole and slipped through the wood floor to come up behind my nemesis. In a flash of heat and light, the world exploded. I grabbed on, this time digging my fingertips deep and pulled.


    The soul came free easily, no longer moored to its human. I rushed through the veil, not wanting to lose John to the void or the screams, or the cold.


    We landed in a lump of dust and bright light. Night was gone in Hell, and morning had kissed the barren land but long since passed. It was late afternoon. Time between realms didn’t always synchronize, nor did location. Wherever this was, it was probably opposite of where we’d been.


    I rolled, keeping a tight grip on the soul. When we stopped, I spat out dirt and sand and grinned an evil smile. One I hoped he hadn’t forgotten.


    “Welcome to Hell, asshole.”


    “What the fuck?” She spit out dirt as she swore.


    Wait a minute. I’d grabbed the wrong soul.
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    Dedication


    To the misfits. May your legend live long after you're gone.


  



  

    Table of Contents


     Chapter 1


     Chapter 2


     Chapter 3


  



  

    Shadowed Bones


    Undead Mercenaries 4


     


    by 


    Calia Wilde


     


    

      [image: ]

    


    Misfit Ink Books


     Maryland, USA


  



  

    Chapter 1


    [Yara]


    It isn’t what is on the outside that matters. What is important is the heart and the soul of a person. My mother and father believed that. My grandfather, however, he was a bit… how to put it kindly, um… different. He grew up in an era where change happened all at once, and because of that, change had a hard time taking root.


    He wasn’t a bad man, but he certainly had some strange notions. Like ghosts. I couldn’t remember a time when he wasn’t going on about the ghost who regularly visited him. “You listen hard to your Babu, little Yara. Ghosts are real, so be good or else they’ll take you away some night.”


    It got worse as he aged. Now his nightmares also included demons and mythology. We’d hired a nurse to check in on him and make sure he was taking his heart medicine on time. That nasty woman referred him for psychiatric evaluation. Saying he started screaming at her, that he was a danger to others. We fired her. But since then, it had been a revolving door of nurses. Every single one of them had complaints.


    My Babu, grandfather’s nickname, wouldn’t hurt a soul. I just had to convince the nurse of that so he wouldn’t be put into a home. No one wanted that.


    “Hey, anyone home?” I poked my head in the door. He’d left the front unlocked, again.


    “Oh good
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