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Australian Politics

Dominated by a federal government, in a three-tier system of government, Australian politics is based on a constitution written in the 1890’s that is extremely difficult to change via referendums. It is a Westminster system of government that has two separate chambers that are dominated by two major parties whose ideologies differ and both the sides are very combative to the extent that agreement on issues except politician wage increase, are hard won battles. If one side thinks of an idea, the other side shoots it down in flames, whether the idea is good or not. The public have become disillusioned and feel impotent to change things and see most politicians as merely sucking on the public teat and lining their own pockets. A good few of the political rank’s behaviour does nothing to dispel that idea.

Politics changed a lot in Australia from late 2013 onwards, although many will attest to the fact that it hasn’t changed at all. There are still lies, deception, obfuscation and manipulation and these have had to become more sophisticated as social media has come to the fore. I have been adding my own comments to mainstream media and my own political blog in those years and on reflection I am amazed at the types of characters that are regularly unearthed and come to the forefront in our political climate. 

Some characters have developed over that time. Some were just fleeting shadows on the political spectrum. Others rose from obscurity and some may have also have faded back into it. Characters and events overlap. Views change and political manoeuvres take place. Ideology dictates much of what goes on. Hopefully my blog entries and reflections will help paint a picture of these characters and events that dominated the political scene in this period. This is not a chronological history of the time, merely one person’s thoughts that he wanted to scream at the major players in Australian politics at the time.

However, the disappointing thing about all these comments and research is what I still really don’t understand is, how does the Canberra bubble still remain intact with so many pricks in it? Are there special properties of moral vacuums?
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	All AFL clubs relocated to Melbourne as lockdowns appear all over the country.

	Finally, the federal government come up with an overall plan for the pandemic dependent on levels of vaccination

	More bodies found after an apartment building collapse in Miami Florida. Over 150 people presumed killed.

	Australian National Audit Office finds that sports grants were allocated after government intervention for work in marginal electorates that wasn’t required.

	Postponed 2020 Olympic Games begin in Tokyo

	Major covid outbreak in NSW turns into a wave and more deaths are recorded.

	Conflicting advice coming from health bodies and the government about use of vaccines. 

	Vaccine rollout continues to be affected by lack of supply despite federal government assurances.

	Federal government debt continues almost out of control.

	Federal government pushes for UNESCO to find that Great Barrier Reef is not in danger despite scientific evidence.

	Auditor General makes findings that $660 million dollars allocated by the federal government for car parks near stations was political pork barrelling.

	Brisbane chosen to host 2032 Olympics

	Brisbane and SE Queensland enter a seven-day lockdown causing massive sporting disruption


The Australian government seems beholden to the fossil fuel industry. It will do almost anything it can, literally moving mountains, to allow coal to be mined and exported. It is willing to sacrifice one of its most beautiful and fragile natural wonders for the sake of the export dollar. The Great Barrier Reef is under real threat though the Australian government wrongly and strongly denies it. Australia's government even have gone so far as to nominate coal as a renewable resource so that it can fund the mining of it.

In Australia, we are embarrassed and ashamed of the stance our government is taking. However, we still vote them in to power. That says a lot about our intelligence. We have become so economically reliant on being the world's quarry, we put our lifestyle ahead of the future of the planet. We lie about our emissions and quite rightly we should be called out on that.

The world can help us change by imposing penalties on our trade. They can change the recording of emissions so that we are responsible for the emissions our exported coal and gas cause. Sanctions rather than angry words will cause change. The Australian government don't listen to its own population, so why would it listen to the world's population. We have had a PM who thought climate change was crap. Our current one brought a lump of coal into parliament and taunted his opponents saying that it wasn't anything to be afraid of. There is something far more dangerous than sharks, crocs, spiders and snakes in Australia, and that is a government who thinks it is a major world player and doesn't give a proverbial about what the rest of the world thinks. The world needs to act decisively to make them rethink that.

If you dish it out, you must learn to take it. The Coalition has a glass jaw and a poor memory. All of last year it bombarded the states and their leaders, particularly Dan Andrews with petulant abuse in an attempt to cover up their own shortcomings. Now that the states are not willing to cop it and are showing the public who is really at fault, the Coalition is playing the victim. "Oh, woe is me," they cry as violins play in the background. These bullies are as weak as water when it comes down to it. It proves the old saying that the truth hurts. Let's hope there is a Royal Commission into the pandemic and that history learns the truth of what has been done by the federal government.

Has anyone done contact tracing on the poor dear that was disturbed to find two naked men sunbaking on the beach? Did the deer's eyes bug out at the sight? No eye deer?????

Just how do you confect outrage? Is there some sort of course that you can get into? Maybe there is a recipe? Coalition MPs and senators seem to be past masters at this form of rebuttal that is based, not on fact, but on degrees of outrage.

I can understand why premiers and chief health officers are getting shirty with journalists. Journalists ask questions hoping for a sound grab. They have not done their homework. Their questions are often slanted so that there is an implied criticism of actions taken. Premiers and CHOs are out there every day giving details and advice. Some of that advice is contradicted by their political foes who appear to be able to say anything without being questioned on the validity of what they are saying. The farce that is being played out by certain media organisations seeking merely to express an opinion rather than reporting on facts, is far from edifying and leaves the reputation of journalists as a whole, sinking fast.

According to Sussan Ley, "the Australian Climate Service significantly strengthens Australia’s position as a world leader in anticipating and adapting to the impacts of a changing climate.” Perhaps the first of the two. Our scientists are wonderful and they are capable of anticipating impacts of climate change. However, the government is in charge of adapting to the impacts. I don't think burying your head in the sand, changing rules on emission data collection and calling coal a renewable should class as best practice adaptation techniques.

Interesting to note the following regarding QR codes. If you have a phone that doesn't read the codes or you have left the phone at home, you are supposed to be given a form to fill in at each venue you go to. (Yes, it is a lot slower). Many businesses found that these forms were not very private and that you had to go to a checkout or a counter to sign in. That was no problem except that the person at the counter would not let you fill the form in. You had to say all your details out loud in front of other customers and there went your privacy. Some businesses did not have anywhere to physically sign in and were at a loss as to what to do except to wave you through. So there went your Covid notification if that business became infected. Old phones are an issue and I said to VicHealth that if they were willing to supply an app that suited my phone, I would use it. Alternatively, I asked for a new phone that worked with their app. That apparently, was stretching the friendship too far. I can see why some people don't bother with QR codes. Businesses and individuals run the risk of fines if they don't comply; so, it will be interesting to see results of test cases challenging fines due to the inability to use the system.

Who was in charge of allocation of grants for carparks? Did they know how to use a shredder and permanently delete files? Perhaps we need to use the Vatican City way of disposing of incriminating evidence. They burn the votes for the Pope. Imagine how vast the emission levels would be caused by a chimney at Parliament House. Forget meeting any sort of protocol targets.

Non-Australians are coming to Australia for business and pleasure reasons, yet Australian citizens desperate to return are told to wait because there is no room in quarantine. Perhaps the Home Affairs Minister should order the race filter be removed from the applications. It is not what your nationality is, but who you know, it seems.

It appears that after the G7 invitation, Scott Morrison decided that he was able to wear big boy pants. He wants to run the National Cabinet as a dictator. He forgets that is not how a cabinet works. Anyone who breaches cabinet solidarity can be asked to leave cabinet or in the case of a PM, face a no confidence motion. Sometimes I think that the states and territories have got their act together and would be better off running their own G8 with just the states and territories represented. I hope they pull Morrison into line over his utterances. Their attempts will be a waste of time of course. He has the hide of an elephant and that hide is Teflon coated.

When (and if) the new quarantine facilities are built, states and territories are offering to run them. Morrison however is dictating that hotel quarantine must remain. However, the states should just override that and use them as they see fit as they are responsible for health outcomes in their state. No doubt Morrison will have something in the contract that tells them that they can't. I suspect that there will be more rigour shown in the wording than there was in the Jobkeeper legislation.

Will all the premiers and first ministers do a Ronaldo and remove the bottles of bleach that Morrison will have prominently displayed in front of them during the zoom National Cabinet Meeting....... oh...... he's not quite at Trump level at advocating bleach to get rid of Covid............ Give him time. He is already dictating what should be done without taking heed of expert advice.

The states and territories have already exercised their powers to limit the number of people allowed to enter their state. They do not need the federal government to agree. Covid breaches have occurred from hotel quarantine and the spread, particularly of the delta strain show that hotel quarantine isn’t working. By limiting the number of arrivals, hotel quarantine should be able to be made safer. If Scotty objects then he should be told to pull his finger out and build proper quarantine facilities as quarantine is a federal government responsibility.

Historians will write about the battle against covid in Australia. They will praise the federal government for closing the borders. They will then look at the responsibilities that belong to the federal and state governments and how these were handled. Quarantine and vaccines are federal government responsibilities and they have been a debacle. States and territories were asked to come in and clean up the mess. The same with aged care where so many deaths occurred. The federal government will get praise for their economic management overall, but will receive criticism over their failure to provide adequate legislation to stop profiteering from Jobkeeper by private companies. They will also get marked down over the groups who were unable to access support from Jobkeeper, such as universities and their students, casual workers and small businesses where the owner was the only employee and for cutting off support before the pandemic ended. Why asylum seekers and backpackers trapped in Australia were also unable to get support will be examined. The federal government leaving thousands of Australians stranded overseas will deserve condemnation.

State and territory governments on the other hand will get a lot of credit for their actions. The Ruby Princess debacle and the hotel quarantine breaches, particularly in Victoria, will be analysed and the blame will then be allocated to where it belongs. These were quarantine issues and thus federal responsibilities.

Unfortunately, history will be written down the track and the truth will be only be seen then. In the meantime, the federal government will spin their own version of the truth because an election is due shortly.

Scott Morrison was sent to Coventry over his advice about Astra Zeneca. Someone must have told him that it was politically a bad move to open his mouth without having a script in front of him. Will he take questions at the end of the press conference following the National Cabinet meeting? It should be entertaining if he does unless he just selects Murdoch and Sky News journos to ask them. Dorothy Dixers should not be part of press conferences.

We know that the government is in trouble when Simon Birmingham is sent out to do the rounds. It has been very quiet from Scott Morrison, Josh Frydenberg, Peter Dutton etc since Scott's faux pas on Monday.

Scott Morrison is talking about a 'new deal'. I hope in the fine print is a point that says he should tell the truth about vaccine delivery and another point that admits hotel quarantine leads to outbreaks. His different phases don't have a specific timeline and that is to be expected. One would hope that in phase one, priority would be given to bringing back Australian citizens from overseas. There are too many exemptions being given out by the federal government for overseas travellers at the expense of just as needy Australian citizens.

It would be interesting to find out who designed the plan but Morrison won't say as cabinet confidentiality applies except when he goes off script. The coincidence of Dan Andrews returning to work and the 'new deal' may be just that, coincidence. One would expect that under the plan that information about the efficacy of the vaccines and who should be taking what should only come from experts and expert panels such as ATAGI and that a consensus be reached before Australians are informed. The mixed messaging especially from the PM has stalled vaccine desire among the public. It appears that perhaps someone has told Morrison to get his act together and work with the states and not against them. How long that will last, who knows?

There is no time frame. It all depends on vaccination rates. The ball is therefore definitely in Morrison's court. Maybe he will realise that eventually, but it has always been his job to deal with it and not carve 99% of the responsibility and workload off to the states. He used Dan Andrews phrase about making sure that everyone who wanted a vaccine had access to it before the next phase could be entered. Perhaps Andrews has finally broken through to Morrison. One can but hope.

Would someone point out to Scott Morrison that humility is not a sign of weakness and neither is admitting your own mistakes. If you need to spin the truth; if you need to lie; if you need to blame others, what sort of leader are you. He claims to be a devout Christian but fails to practise what he preaches. Perhaps he should have spent his quarantine time reflecting on his own shortcomings. It may not have been a desert to walk in and his quarantine may not have lasted forty days and nights, but some enlightenment could have come during that time if he had turned away from politics and thought about the best interests of the nation.

There is a lot to be learned by watching a Scott Morrison press conference, especially the Scott Morrison way of dealing with questions.

Deny question 1 and say that was a state responsibility

Reject the premise of question 2

Deliberately misunderstand the portent of question 3

Take the opportunity to blame Dan Andrews in Question 4

Refuse to answer question 5 and walked out on those expecting an answer

If called on later to explain the answers, rephrase them putting your own spin on them.

⁠Until we have full vaccination rates pushing towards 90%, we will have difficulties managing this pandemic. Our borders remain closed to those overseas to come here and for us to leave. Obviously if we had most people vaccinated and we had proper purpose-built quarantine facilities, then we would be in a better situation, especially as most of the outbreaks stem from hotel quarantine. The federal government has finally decided to build some facilities, albeit twelve months too late. In the meantime, there are Australian citizens trapped overseas who are waiting in vain to try to get on planes to come home, some to escape from countries that are rife with covid, some to see dying relatives for the last time. This is despite the Australian government having a duty of care for all its citizens. If the numbers coming have to be cut, then exemptions should be prioritised and apply to Australian citizens first and then to others on compassionate grounds. It shouldn't be a case of who you know that determines your chances of getting into Australia. That is the perception that has been created. The federal government needs to show greater transparency regarding this. They also need to ensure that they procure enough appropriate vaccines and having done so, create a campaign that speaks plain truths about the value of vaccinations and the importance of people being vaccinated as soon as possible. Finally, they should fast track proper quarantine facilities so that hotel quarantine is no longer required. Otherwise, we will have more outbreaks, more lockdowns and our fellow Australians will continue to be treated as second- and third-class citizens because they are trapped overseas. 

The term 'vaccine rollout' is being considered as an addition to the Macquarie dictionary. Synonyms listed are: failure, disaster, catastrophe, debacle, shambles, farce, mess, wreck, ruin, ruination, blunder, botch, flop, washout, foul-up, screw-up, fail, cock-up, car crash, snafu, fiasco............. and these are just the polite ones.

I hope someone does a cost benefit analysis of hotel quarantine. How much has hotel quarantine cost governments since it was introduced? How much would dedicated purpose-built quarantine facilities have cost us had they been built earlier? Most outbreaks since hotel quarantine was introduced, have come from hotel quarantine. These have led to lockdowns that have had a major financial impact on Australian businesses, individuals and governments. How much is that financial impact? While the federal government may say that hotel quarantine is 99% effective (a figure that can be disputed if people who never had covid were discounted), the remaining 1% has caused havoc in our society and on our economy. Our only valid comparison is Howard Springs which has been turned into a proper quarantine facility, which has had no outbreaks. The government will argue that any findings are done with the benefit of hindsight, yet, if they had listened to the experts including their own one, Jane Halton, they would have had the foresight to make changes to their actions or rather inaction. From a purely economic sense, hotel quarantine has been an expensive failure and it looks like pride will see it continue even after the purpose-built quarantine facilities are constructed. There has been a significant human cost. 910 people have died, most of whom were in aged care facilities regulated and overseen by the federal government. The failure of quarantine induced have meant we had lockdowns that have caused a lot of mental stress on people. Jobs have been lost. Businesses have failed. Families have been separated. Australian citizens have been trapped overseas unable to get home. The human and economic cost of hotel quarantine and its failure should be examined thoroughly. Lessons should be learned; for this will certainly not be the last time a pandemic hits our nation.

I just want to know whether all those barrels the pork is kept in are recycled or burnt. If it is the latter, we can reduce carbon emissions and fraud by simply banning the use of taxpayers' money to buy an election result.

Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun was attributed to Mao Zedong. In Australia, political power grows out of the barrel of pork.

Carpark promises in marginal electorates, sporting facilities in marginal electorates, yet no ICAC in Canberra?

When it comes to spending money to win an election, it seems that there is a magic pudding for funds for the government in power. However, it comes from the taxes we pay. We cannot find funds for social housing to reduce the number of homeless. We cannot find money to raise the jobseeker payment close to or above the poverty line. We cannot find money to promote renewable energy, but if you want a carpark or a new sporting facility, even if you don't need one, and you live in a marginal electorate, here's a blank cheque, just as long as you tell your neighbours about it. There is no grey area in this. It is corruption, and legislation needs to be in place so that grant funding cannot be announced just prior to the election. The Australian National Audit Office must be given time to verify grant allocations prior to any announcements. Accountability to the parliament and to the people must be demonstrated.

The government could quite rightly argue that the money being spent on carparks is small in comparison to the money being spent on submarines that will be out of date by the time that they arrive. More money is being spent on boats that are useless than on votes for a government that is useless.

Again, why is it Birmingham who is sent out to defend government policy and action, or should that be inaction. It is a clear signal that the government is floundering. 

"Simon the Likeable is KAOS' most irresistible agent. A man so unassuming, so modest, so sweet and warm that you take one look at him, and you like him." But he's still from KAOS!! (Please feel free to substitute KAOS for Coalition). Meanwhile, Siegfried (Morrison) is now telling Starker (Joyce) yet again, "This is KAOS ... we don’t duut duut here!"

The government is relying on tarot cards and crystal balls now to find out whether we will have enough Pfizer vaccine. Fortune telling is now their schtick. Is it true that press releases are written using a Ouija board?

Anyone else notice that when someone says, "With respect......" they are actually expressing the opposite, contempt? It is like calling a politician, "The honourable member for........"

If the AZ vaccine, as some people claim, was made in India instead of Australia, that might explain why Australian citizens in India are having trouble getting home. Bumped from flights for vaccine and Michaelia Cash's curry.

Aged care facilities have been hit again with Covid 19. Don't expect to see the Minister for Don't Care speaking very soon, although the numbers are low and he may be able to count that far. Richard Colbeck is the Minister for Senior Australians and Aged Care Services and Minister for Sport. We should give the Minister a break for with so much sport happening including, the Euros, Wimbledon and the Olympics, he may not have time to deal with an inconsequential number of deaths in his other portfolio.

Simon Birmingham's speech has just been patented by pharmaceutical companies. It is not for his advertising of their product, but as a cure for insomnia.

Fancy, Victoria’s Health Minister, Martin Foley saying “The first pillar in that Four Point Plan is getting Australians vaccinated, to something that looks like comparable levels with our international partners in the OECD. We are 34th out of 34. We have a long way to go.”

Doesn’t he know that it is not a race?

Aged care after last year's debacle in terms of covid infections and the federal government's woeful handling of their own responsibility, should now be one of the safest places. All residents were supposed to be vaccinated first and their carers likewise. But that still hasn't happened six months after vaccinations started. The government should be apologising for their inadequacies, responsible ministers should be sacked and proper regulations enforced. This is not good enough as these people are the most at risk. Our Olympic team are better protected than our elderly.

Simon Birmingham's response about the obvious pork barrelling that went on with carparks at the last election, was interesting. He said that people voted the government in, therefore they chose to accept what the government was doing. The public were not told that the carparks were a sham and have only just found out years later from the National Audit Office that they were conned. How can that be called endorsement?

The government has the power through the ACCC to look at airfares for those flying home. Price gouging warnings from the Health Minister, Greg Hunt, are like a slap of wet lettuce.

The federal government is making sure that states keep hotel quarantine going even after purpose-built quarantine facilities are operational. To do otherwise would be an admission that hotel quarantine was not 'gold standard'. It is all politics. It isn't based on science and health. Why won't governments admit that they aren't perfect? They are allowed to get things wrong. History will judge them even more harshly because they failed to fess up to their shortcomings. In future political lexicons "doing a Morrison" will stand for creating smoke and mirrors, "being a Colbeck" will indicate that you aren't really capable of doing your job".

How can the federal government claim that they are doing all that they can when in the portfolio they are responsible for, Aged Care, they have allowed covid to once again gain a foothold?

With children now getting covid, the health experts should now look at schools and inoculations down to the age of 12......... not with AZ of course.

Does wtf now stand for Where’s the (P)fizer?

Under the Westminster system, individual ministers whose departments make serious mistakes are expected to resign or be sacked. Just being moved to a different department is not acceptable either. Either we don’t follow the Westminster system (with its cabinet confidentiality) or the prime minister should resign for not fulfilling his duties in ensuring his ministers are accountable. Scott Morrison can’t have it both ways. The buck has to stop somewhere.

The ’new deal’ is totally dependent on the level of vaccinations. The number of vaccinations is dependent on the supply to GPs, pharmacies, state run mass vaccination centres and teams working with indigenous groups, the disabled and the aged. The supply is dependent on procurement by the federal government................... Seems like it all leads back to the federal government. Deal or no deal depends entirely on them.

Gladys Berejiklian is likely to get caught like Dan Andrews was last year. She punted on not needing a lockdown and then was forced to put a lockdown in place too late. There has been an exponential growth in cases which will be hard to control without a longer lockdown. All the gold standard contract tracing won't be enough. For Sydneysiders who continue to do the right thing and obey the restrictions, you have the sympathy of all Victorians. For Gladys's sake, I hope that she doesn't get the vitriolic attack that was launched by politicians on Dan Andrews last year. She needs support, not condemnation. It is a difficult situation that she is in. With hindsight she may have acted earlier, but few are blessed with that. There should be more de Loreans in the world.

To work in schools, kindergartens and child care you need to have a police record check and a working with children card? Aged care apparently you need to have a flu shot, but not a covid shot against a more virulent, contagious and harmful disease. It is a cop out by the federal government and aged care providers to say that they have no right to insist on pre-conditions for employment. There are pre-conditions for almost every job out there. These can be in terms of training, competency levels, education levels, experience and a range of other pre-conditions. For politicians, they need to be able to con/buy their way through pre-selection. They need to win a seat by fair means or foul. Once in parliament, they must be able to defend the indefensible, lie, twist words, prevaricate, misconstrue etc. Mandatory vaccinations for aged care, health care, disabled care workers should have been legislated for or put through by regulation once the announcement about who would get the vaccines first. The government is quoting civil liberties, but allowing the spread of a disease through a community of high-risk people is taking liberties.

One of the most expensive houses in Australia went under the hammer for lease in 2019. The owners spent $660 million to ensure that they got it. It was taxpayers' money so they weren't fussed about the amount. Parliament House has incredible views, most of them white Anglo-Saxon male ones. It sits high on a hill and its owners look down their noses to see the plebs below. The architectural design is magnificent, far too good for the riff raff that inhabit it. It isn't all that large and can't be seen from the moon unlike the egos that live inside it. It comes with a very secure bubble that all the pricks inside haven't been able to deflate as yet. The lease expires shortly and hopefully prospective lessees will be properly vetted this time.

Capital gains tax and negative gearing; until these are both properly addressed, there is no way that the housing market will stabilise. Money is being invested in non-productive assets. It is not being circulated in the community. The real winners are banks and especially real estate agents. Even 2% commission on a million-dollar property gets them $20,000 for bugger all work. As for renting, the rent per week used to be pretty close to .1% of the value of a property e.g., $300 per week was charged on a $300,000 property. With properties at $1,000,000 who can afford $1000 per week in rent? So how people make money as landlords is amazing. Without burgeoning house prices and negative gearing and the farcical capital gains tax system, people wouldn't buy houses to rent out. How long before we get to another GFC when the housing bubble bursts?

Donald Trump bought a property at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW in Washington, D.C. The US is still paying a heavy price for that.

Under the war game scenario, who are we invading? Or is it that the general has been called out to defend Morrison's incompetent handling of the pandemic? It could be a battle of epic proportions like Afghanistan and Vietnam where we didn't lose or surrender, but to a certain extent ran with our tail between our legs. Morrison always seems to have someone else in the firing line, a human shield who is supposed to defend the indefensible. As numbers around him fall, does he imagine he is some John Wayne type at the Alamo. I think he is more a Custer who was all bluster and didn't do well when the numbers weren't on his side.

Why is the government so intent on the PM coming out and doing pressers when things are going well and yet when things are going awry, we get a general? Isn't there a flak jacket big enough to protect Morrison's ego? We also get Health officials forced to carry the can. Has accountability and responsibility been removed from the political lexicon or have they just been rewritten?

The media seem quite intent on presenting the credentials and validity of a government based on a quick survey of the PM's performance by 1000 people. I'm not a statistician but that seems a very small sample. What is more worrying is that the media feed us the results as if they were definitive. Are we that an unintelligent unsophisticated nation that we treat our politics like some sort of popularity contest? We know that in politics Australia's Got Talent (but not in the right places) and that Big Brother (Peter Dutton) is watching us. We know all we hear is the Voice over and over again, but once the blind auditions are over, we realise we have made huge mistakes when we see people for what they are. Electing a government and assessing its performance shouldn't come down to just who scrubs up well on the night. We theoretically vote for someone locally to represent us and make decisions on our behalf. However, we have been seduced to believe we vote for a party not an individual. Now it has been taken further and we vote just for the head of the party. That being the case, we won't get leaders, we will get people who are sales people. We will get people who won't make decisions based on our best interests, rather those decisions will be made by people in their own self-interest. The validity of a survey can be determined by the sample size and type, and the questions asked. The validity of a government can be determined by what it does and should not be judged by just the personality of the PM.

Schools run a no jab no play for students regarding the triple antigen vaccines. Each child must have an immunisation certificate even if they have not been immunised. Those who haven't been immunised have pre-conditions set should an outbreak of a 'childhood' disease happen.  Why don't the private and public nursing homes do that for covid vaccines? Anyone taking up residency there should have to prove vaccination before taking up a position, or have a particular 'at my own risk' certificate.

Our front-line workers consist of many people. Olympic athletes are front line workers. Aged care and disabled care workers are not. Teachers are not. Police are not. Politicians are. The UK Government defined 'key workers' as those who are critical to the Covid-19 response or delivering essential public services within the UK, such as those who are at the frontline of health and social care. These people were vaccinated first. Australia seems to have a completely different definition. Let's hope that at some stage the real spreadsheet turns up so that we can work out what the definition is.

Still as yet no statement from Richard Colbeck about Covid re-entering aged care facilities. Is he too busy beefing up the regulations or employing more regulators? His department was ultimately responsible for around 800 deaths in Victoria last year, but still he hasn't told us what has changed and what he will do about this outbreak. (I'd give specific numbers but he wouldn't remember them anyway). Being also sports minister, perhaps he is training for ducking and diving. His score would be: 

Accountability provided - 0

Responsibility accepted - 0

Credibility - 0

Gall in blaming others - 10

Degree of difficulty - .5

This gives him a score of just 5 out of 200 and he shouldn't progress through to the third round. How he got through to the second round at all had us all stunned in the first place.

If wage-theft is taking money due to others, under false pretences, can we charge Scott Morrison's government with wage theft? Think sports rorts, carpark rorts and even their salary. How many are actually getting paid for doing Coalition work instead of governing? How many are actually performing ministerial duties according to what is laid out for them? How many are actually taking responsibility for their actions and being transparently accountable as they are supposed to be? If they 'make a mistake' with their perks, why are they just asked to pay back what they owe when and if they are discovered? Think of all the hurdles normal people have to jump just to get a Jobseeker allowance? Maybe they will have to do the same after the next election, if they don't end up in gaol first.

If we are finally going to war against covid, does that mean that we have just had mild skirmishes thus far. Did Morrison previously rely on his diplomatic skills to stop covid from coming here and being so virulent? In the army, for such stuff ups a court martial occurs and someone is usually drummed out of the position they were in. In industry we sack directors of companies and CEO's for less. I don't really understand how our government works. I have seen how it doesn't work.

I wonder how many people in NSW are enviously looking at www.visitnsw.com and silently crossing off so many things off the list that appears on this tourism website. Hopefully when the lockdown ends, many Australians will help out their NSW counterparts and make the most of what NSW has to offer.

A sharp little barb in the form of restricted numbers in homes (up to 15) was announced by Marin Foley, Victorian Health Minister. This is not only a warning that Victoria is not out of the woods yet, but also a not-so-subtle dig at the federal government for its inordinately slow vaccine rollout and the cut in airline caps due to the federal government not having proper quarantine facilities in place. Just another gentle prod that 'digitus extractus' needs to happen in Canberra.

163 students from a private school 'accidentally' had a Pfizer jab when they were not entitled to it? How could all the teachers, students and the doctors and nurses doing the injections not know that it was wrong? Certainly not a shot in the arm for equality, is it?

Sydney refusing to go into harsh lockdown mode and people openly flouting the minor rules merely shows that it is not being taken seriously. Even the health minister is saying that perhaps we will just have to live with Covid! It is into aged care facilities and some people will have to die with Covid. The premier needs to eat some humble pie and do what works. Victoria showed what could be done, what has to be done. The failure to go into strict lockdown will see the disease spread and NSW isolated for months. Politics is in play here and kumbaya approaches will have little effect.

Aged care residents in commonwealth regulated facilities are coming down with covid, but what is our Aged Care Minister busy doing? Why, he's busy booking a plane ticket to Tokyo for the Olympics!

Christmas Island detention centre has not had a single case of Covid. Can someone please explain why a family there is in lockdown?

There is division within the NSW government about how best to deal with the outbreaks of covid that are escalating within the state........... and here's me thinking that they were acting upon the medical advice being given. That has been their stock standard answer and yet what has been done is being called into question politically. Some want full lockdown very early on; some wanted no lockdown and the premier has charted a middle course and is copping it from both sides. By and large the premiers and first ministers of the states and territories have done all the hard work and heavy lifting. NSW has always been a bit out of sync and seem to be paying a price for that now. Quick hard lockdowns across large areas and across states seem to be the way to go. As the NSW Health Minister has said, perhaps NSW will just have to live with the disease. Unfortunately, that means NSW will be isolated, shut out by other states and by New Zealand. It comes down to the premier's choice. It may have been the first state in Australia but what a state it is in now.

Collateral damage. Colbeck's attitude to those in aged care has now spread through his colleagues in the NSW government. What is a life worth? Perhaps those advocating opening up rather than locking down, should ask themselves what their own life is worth, because there is no guarantee they won't get covid.

At last, some real figures about the dangers of hotel quarantine from the Burnet Institute. From May 2021, 1 in 41 of active cases has caused a breach. It is getting worse as it was 1 from 106. That to me doesn't sound like 99% effective. Even Warnie couldn't spin as good as this government can.

As if we needed the oceans to get any warmer. Now they are on fire! Well done human kind. Only you have the technology to create global warming on an industrial scale. Only you have the technology to stop it.

It appears that for the foreseeable future, NSW will need to be avoided. For the Victorian grey nomads who head for Queensland's Gold Coast in the winter, the route from Melbourne will now take 38 hours. You will travel 3179 kilometres and pass through Mildura, Renmark, Lyndhurst (in South Australia), Innaminka, Cunnamulla and Toowoomba. You will be able to make up your own "I've Been Everywhere" song and if you are taking the grandkids, you will be able to set a new Guinness World Record for the number of times "Are we there yet?" is said in a car. Keep your Hazzard lights on all the way!!!

How quick was Greg Hunt last year to round on states who close their borders? How quick was he to lambaste Victoria for the outbreaks of Covid (even if they were from quarantine and aged care facilities which are the responsibility of the federal government)? Yet, after the outburst from the NSW Health Minister saying that living with the virus rather than suppression and elimination was the way ahead, there is no rebuke offered, not even a single wet lettuce leaf is used. Has Greg Hunt changed his tune or is he just showing another of his two faces?

It is a Hazzardous situation when a health minister decides that economics is more important than the health of citizens.

Greg Hunt and Scott Morrison are singing from the same hymn book, although I didn't realise that Talking Heads Road to Nowhere was a hymn.

“Well, we know where we're goin'

But we don't know where we've been

And we know what we're knowin'

But we can't say what we've seen

.

And we're not little children

And we know what we want

And the future is certain

Give us time to work it out

.

We're on a road to nowhere

Come on inside

Takin' that ride to nowhere

We'll take that ride"

.

"There is our road map. We have no destination. We don't know the route. We aren't sure where the markers are. We don't know how long it will take. It is definitely not a race. But we have a map." 

What they actually have is a blank piece of paper!

This is to the tune of Go Your Own Way by Fleetwood Mac

New South Wales

Is this the right thing to do 

Is this what your state really needs?

No lockdowns

May make you the worst in the world

How can you justify your strange beliefs?

You can go your own way

Go your own way

But you will be

A very lonely state

You can go your own way

Go your own way

Tell us how

How you’ll turn this around

Giving up

Is the very worst thing you can do

No lockdowns

May make you the worst in the world

Opening up

Won’t be happening for you

You can go your own way

Go your own way

But you will be

A very lonely state

You can go your own way

Go your own way

You can go your own way

Go your own way

But you will be

A very lonely state

A very lonely state

You can go your own way

Go your own way

But you will be

A very lonely state

You can go your own way

But you will be

A very lonely state

You can go your own way

If NSW is happy to say that they will just live with the virus, they should be able to take all the Australians trapped overseas. The cap could be removed entirely for NSW. If covid gets out into the community, the health minister seems happy to live with it. Their economy will be booming as all these people come in to do their quarantine for two weeks in Sydney. Great news for everyone except those working in hospitals who will be flat chat. The biggest question is, will the GDP of the state rise as quickly as the number of covid cases?

NSW athletes picked for the Olympics are relieved that they are going to a much safer city for a few weeks.

Morrison's answer to climate change is that we need to worry about the here and now. Well here and now is the pandemic, but he tells us not to worry about that either. He has kicked that many cans down a very narrow road that he may be picked to play in the Euro final!

If WA closes its borders again, is it trying to WAxit? They should remember that if you Wax-it, you could end up with a Brazilian and Brazil has a very high covid infection rate!

Perhaps Gladys Berejiklian should ask Dan Andrews what he did and what it took to get Victoria out of its pandemic problem last year. But would a Liberal/National state government accept any advice from a Labor State government? Optimism is for dreamers.

The forbearance of people is severely tested. Melbourne suffered through 112 days of lockdown last year. We coped. It was far from fun. It dragged on and on. People were stressed. Businesses suffered. Family life suffered. But it needed to be gone through or we would have seen far more deaths, far more serious cases, far more hospitalisations. By comparison, other states and cities in Australia have had it relatively easy. Sydney is nowhere near the length of time that we had to do, and I hope they never get even close. Success came by people adhering to the restrictions. It wasn't going to happen any other way. We didn't have the vaccinations that reduced the spread and seriousness of the disease. We didn't have the support from the federal government that will be offered to Sydney either in encouragement, dollars or personnel. Instead of just thinking they can live with the virus, Sydneysiders need to be told that they can definitely die from it.

Yet another Royal Commission! This time into veteran suicides. What happened to all the work that Darren Chester was doing before he got the boot from Cabinet and landed on the backbench? By announcing another Royal Commission, it means that nothing will get done until at least the interim report gets handed down. All progress will cease and veterans will have to wait again. Heartless, gutless decision that may be Joyce inspired so that Chester gets no credit.

Is there a program or process that politicians go through that allows them to lie barefaced with absolute sincerity? Scott Morrison must have been head of the class. On vaccination he has said that we were “hitting those marks” referring to what was set at the beginning of the year. He also said, “At no stage, at any time, in the past 12 months, has there been any suggestion we would reach the same level of vaccination as in the UK.” 

I am dumbfounded at the arrogance of the PM in his thinking that we would believe him.

There's an implication that young people are hesitant about vaccination. That's another misleading statement. Are you 'hesitant' about vaccination just because there are no vaccines available? No, that is not hesitancy that shows that you are intelligent, unlike what our government and leader would have us believe. Young people are actually quite smart. They can decipher what is BS and what is not. Scott Morrison doesn't confuse the issue all that much, as much as he would like to. He just turns young people away from politics as they wonder if he is the best choice as PM, how bad are the others? By hiding behind a cooked-up phrase of 'vaccine hesitancy' and then making misleading statements, Scott Morrison is just exposing himself to the younger generation.... and it is not a pretty sight. They can see his trying to cover up his poor procurement of vaccines and the abysmal rollout of the ones that he has been able to get. They know that he has stuffed up quarantine and that it is a federal responsibility. They are tuning out to him. They aren't the audience of the shock jock radio stations where he chooses to communicate from. To them he is just a sad old man, who can't recognise his own shortcomings. To them he is the one through his incompetence has made them endure lockdowns, cost them jobs, didn't fund them on Jobkeeper and makes some of them destitute on jobseeker. His actions have prevented them from travelling overseas and also having their family trapped overseas. They see him for what he is and not for what he pretends to be. The sad thing for him is that they are more likely to remember all that come next election.

Scott Morrison has just announced another reshuffle. This time it is of department secretaries. Before that it was the cabinet which showed that he was not playing with the full deck. This is another blame game. The public service heads are looking like they are the sacrificial pawns as Morrison tries to avoid checkmate because of his incompetency. The areas of foreign affairs and trade, department of social services and attorney-general’s department have all come under fire because of policies. Policies are the province of governments, not public servants who must enact those policies. Ministers should be the ones who are accountable for policy. Our trade and diplomatic relationship with China are harming our country but that is determined by government policy. Social services have copped a battering over NDIS funding, jobseeker, Robodebt etc, but again they were all government decisions. The attorney general's department couldn't get the IR laws through parliament, have problems with defamation law and have had a number of policy changes thwarted by the senate. It is not the secretaries of these departments that should cop the blame though. Ministers and the Prime Minister are the ones making the mistakes in their trivial pursuit of ideology.

Morrison, Frydenberg and Hunt love a good set of figures, but none have been forthcoming lately. Instead, they use line graphs and by simply turning the graph with an unfortunate downward trend, ninety degrees to the left, suddenly things are looking rosy. They are reluctant to do this though, because moving anything to the left is deemed sacrilege.

Scott Morrison may be only good for one miracle and that was the 2019 election (although that miracle was found in a carpark). He needs to come clean on Pfizer allocations now that Pfizer had contradicted him about his claim that Australia will be given more. Vaccinations will help get Australia, particularly NSW, back in the race against covid. His job is to supply them. Currently he is supplying more misleading announcements than batches of vaccine. How can we trust him to deliver what he promises? His past record indicates we should be very sceptical. He may need an even bigger miracle to win the next election. Truth rather than pork barrelled money and vaccines promises may be the answer, but him offering that, would be a miracle in itself.

It appears that contrary to what Scott Morrison said, race is part of the covid lexicon. The high visible police presence in South Western Sydney to ensure compliance of restrictions; a process not used in eastern suburbs when restrictions were flouted, is an indication that race is involved.

Scott Morrison and Gladys Berejiklian continue to stare into a crystal ball while wearing rose coloured glasses. History is a far more accurate predictor of the future.

If you live in western Sydney, you are already disadvantaged. Temperatures are higher from the hot box atmosphere, lack of trees and open space. It is all concrete, asphalt and small house blocks out there. Transport planning was an afterthought and people struggle on a daily basis to move around by car. Unemployment and underemployment are more severe out there. Education levels are lower. Ethnic diversity can mean that communication may be more of a problem. Resources such as hospitals and other medical and health services per capita are much worse. Yet the NSW government offers only condemnation for infractions on the restrictions, while at the same time turning a blind eye or just using a wet lettuce on those in the eastern and northern suburbs that are far wealthier and have more services. Sending a show of force into the western suburbs rather than teams of health professionals and translators will only exacerbate the situation. People who already feel that they are hard done by will not change their covid response with police ramping up their efforts in the area. The restrictions need to be explained properly. Yes, they need to be reinforced, but they need to be also seen to be equitable across all suburbs. If anything can be learned from the pandemic, surely compassion and the awareness of how sectors of our community actually are forced to live should be the foremost ones. Justice is supposed to be blind. It is not. Allocation of resources is supposed to be blind to class levels. It is not. Vaccine distribution and proper quarantine facilities are supposed to be in place. They are not. The latest lockdown should have happened weeks earlier. It did not. For that mistake, it seems that the western suburbs will become the whipping boy for Sydney. Is that fair? It most certainly is not. 

To the tune of Modern Major-General from The Pirates of Penzance.

Scott Morrison has appointed yet another Army General

He has done that about vaccinations so that he gets no blame at all

He blames the state governments and praises the national

Then he contradicts himself giving advice that isn’t rational

He praises Richard Colbeck saying what he’s done is quite commendable

Yet that Minister has caused hundreds of deaths which is quite deplorable

He always has something to say just to get his face on the news 

He ignores health advice because he takes the economic view

His long-winded announcements bring on unconsciousness 

When questioned about facts you see his aggressiveness

To leave Aussies trapped overseas is quite reprehensible

In a crisis he is not the sort of leader you want at all

Every state premier and every territory first minister last year should have been taking notes about how to get on top of a massive outbreak. Victoria provided the blueprint. That state did the hard yards and showed how it could be stopped. The Victorian government was soundly criticised by the federal government, some state governments, the state opposition and Victorians themselves. But what they did worked. Sadly, if Gladys did take notes, those notes must have wound up in the shredder.

In Sydney, all of the hospitalised cases are not fully vaccinated. That says a couple of things. Firstly, that full vaccination keeps you out of hospital. Secondly, the high number of hospitalised cases are due to the federal government’s slow rollout of vaccines. The lies and ongoing deceit practised by the federal government must be called out. Full vaccination will save lives. Full vaccination will stop hospitalisation. The federal government has done the wrong thing. Its first sacred duty is to protect the lives of its citizens. It is failing in that. It would rather protect the livelihoods of some of its citizens. It would rather protect its own image. I think the deaths and severe illnesses caused by their failures is what they would call collateral damage.

The Sydney lockdown needs to be taken in perspective. Last year Melbourne was plunged into 112 days of lockdown and Sydney may break that record in around 100 more days. Overseas lengthy lockdowns have become the norm. Perhaps the Sydneysiders should think how fortunate they are instead of breaking the restrictions which will see the lockdown lifted quicker. Just some thoughts from a Victorian...... With even young people in ICUs in Sydney, perhaps people in Sydney should think that life is so much more important than lifestyles. Life is precious but also tenuous. Listen to the medical advice and not the political advice. Get vaccinated if and when the federal government gets their act together. Follow the restrictions fully. It's tough but much tougher than reading about covid deaths in the paper and hoping that it isn't someone you know, but at the same time understand that it is someone that other people will miss terribly.

Oh, with the horse gone and the stable door now being bolted, how the NSW premier must be wishing that the horse was called Chautauqua.

NSW CHO Chant breaks glasses. Morrison breaks promises. One can still see what needs to happen. The other has no idea.

The new advertising which is merely a whole lot of arms won't work. In fact, it will be extremely "armful" because it doesn't capture the attention of the public. It is not a "patch" on the ones done overseas. The one to be shown in New South Wales with the woman having trouble breathing is confronting and may stimulate some reaction. Politically, it is a bad move as the person in the video is of an age that has not been able to get vaccinated because the federal government has failed to provide vaccines for that age group due to its incompetence at procuring vaccines.

Martians landing on earth in Australia may get an unexpected reply when they say, "Take us to your leader."

"Well, that's a bit difficult. We have a leader who doesn't lead, can't hold a hose, and goes and hides when things get a bit tough. We have an ex-leader who stepped up to the plate and asked the head of Pfizer to process our vaccines a bit quicker. We have a leader of an opposition who is a nice bloke, but we worry that he is perhaps too nice. We have premiers and first ministers of our states and territories who have done all the hard work and shown the way during the pandemic. We had a leader of our cricket team, but he turned a blind eye to cheating............. hmmm............. I tell you what we do have, we have the leading woman tennis player in the world, Ash Barty, and she represents all the best things in all of us. Would she do?"

"Does she like beer?"

"Bloody oath, she does! Oh, and she doesn't barrack for Collingwood."

"Sounds like the perfect person for us to meet. Take us to your Barty"

Teachers finally get some acknowledgement as being front line workers, if even by only one state. The federal government for years, through its teacher blaming and shaming education policies, has told the public and teachers what they thought of teachers. Teachers have been low on the pecking order and their salaries reflect that, despite their qualifications. Still amazes me how our Olympic team were considered as front-line workers and all received jabs, when aged care and disability workers looking after our most vulnerable are still waiting on their jabs. I guess, against our Olympic athletes, real front line workers didn't have a sporting chance.

The pandemic has been called unprecedented. In the US, Trump didn't think that much of the pandemic. Most of the nation also thought it was unpresidented at the time and they acted by voting him out. Many Australians think that we are unprimeministered and Scott Morrison may suffer the same fate.

Could the quick spread of the virus in Sydney be due to population density? I've often wondered whether Sydneyites may not be as intelligent as others.

You have to look seriously at our PM and the way he handles any crisis that hits the nation. He gave burnt offerings from afar to the bushfire victims. He thinks that flood issues are just water under the bridge. As for the corona virus, he thought that it wasn’t a problem as Carlton Draught, VB and Four X were drunk by more Australians than any imported Mexican beer.

I looked up a list of man-made disasters and could not find Scott Morrison................. does that mean he comes from another planet?

Some people say that Morrison is a missing leader. Others say that he is a misleader as well.

This became apparent at the Health Minister's press conference. Greg Hunt, despite being follically challenged, wants to split hairs.

The finger has been pointed directly at the Federal Government over its management of the Great Barrier Reef. True to form the blame was somehow Labor's fault. When that didn't gain any grip, they embarked on discrediting the research. That didn't work either so they targeted the organisation shooting the blame home to them. UNESCO has an excellent reputation, unlike this government. Remember this is a government that is challenging a ruling by the federal court that its environment minister has an obligation to the next generation to consider the harm caused by climate change when approving the expansion of a new coal mine. This is a government that has Power but no Passion. It has a Short Memory when it comes to honouring election promises made about the environment. They don't know What Goes On. They Don't Wanna Be the One to do anything about it. They don't have a Dead Heart; they have no heart at all. We will look back at this period of time of the Coalition government and acknowledge for the Reef that these were The Forgotten Years.

Morrison will probably put a defence force officer in charge of the Barrier Reef, similar to the ones used for the Covid vaccine coverup... I mean rollout. General K. Oss, General Lee Dysfunctional are busy, but General Disinterest has just finished looking at rorts and is available.

By making the first ad as weak as water and invoking army terms makes you wonder if our army will conform to the ads and become as weak as water. If so, let's hope that New Zealand invades us. It may be the only way we see the Bledisloe Cup ever again.

Because we have so few vaccines, particularly of the Pfizer type, the ads are both politically smart and not so smart because people won't rush out and get vaccinated and notice that there aren't any vaccines available for them. On the other hand, showing a woman who is ineligible to get the vaccine will show those of that age what awaits them because of the government's indifference. With all the talent we have in our advertising agencies, this looks like something Morrison may have had a hand in. He's stuffed up the rollout and quarantine so why not go for three out of three by doing the same for advertising.

The government did have one job. It is the job of any government. It is the job of protecting its citizens. Their safety has to be the paramount count concern. It is often used by governments to justify their actions, but to ignore it, to mitigate the blame for a government's actions or in this case inaction, shows a lack of leadership of the highest order. We joined the Vietnam, Afghanistan and Iraq wars under the same justification, to protect our citizens. As the PM has alluded to and reinforced by having the ADF lead the vaccination rollout, this is a war too but one on the home-front and arguably far more important. We have lost more lives to Covid than in all those wars combined

The stuff ups about quarantine and the vaccine rollout all stem from incompetence at doing what was necessary to protect the health and wellbeing of Australians. It was a "she'll be right" and "protect the bottom line" attitude that got us where we are today. The only way out of the pandemic was identified very early on. We had to hope that a vaccine could be made and that we would get as many doses as soon as we could. Smart countries bought in advance a range of products. We honed in on one because it was cheaper as we could make it here. It works for many people, but not for all and that leaves a large number of people at risk, especially as a new variant has made its way through the inadequate quarantine set up the federal government is responsible for. We were told we were at the head of the queue, but we weren't. We were told that all those in category 1A would be vaccinated by Easter but they weren't. We were told that we would all be vaccinated by October. That won't happen. The issue is not hesitancy, but procurement. This is compounded by the rollout of the limited supplies received being botched. Procurement and distribution delays and misleading information have been the federal government's doing. The safety of the nation is at risk and we are playing catch up with the rest of the world. 

We have frontline workers and the most vulnerable Australians waiting for their first dose. The government puts out figures saying that we are doing better than we are because they would have us believe that first dose means vaccinated. Pfizer has a two-week gap between doses. Astra Zeneca has a 12-week gap. By opting for the cheaper AZ vaccine, we were always going to be behind. Then AZ turned out to be NQR and was unsuitable for a majority of the population which only made the rollout further delayed.

The federal government has failed in its primary job of keeping its people safe and no amount of spin can hide that basic simple fact.

You can justify almost anything if you set your mind to it and spend an inordinate amount of time and even money doing it. That is what this government has done since the quarantine and vaccine stuff ups have become apparent to the public. The simplest way to deal with it however, is to acknowledge mistakes made straight away and spend time and money fixing up those mistakes. That gives you kudos with the public on many fronts, especially honesty. The worst thing that you can do is to deny the bleedin' obvious and blame somebody else, for you will be long after vilified for doing that. People are forgiving of others who make mistakes and fess up straight away. Politically, it is best to take some pain from a small wound than to take long term and harder to bear pain from a gaping one that goes untreated. 

Government is all about making decisions on behalf of the public and wearing the consequences, good and bad for those decisions. To be an MP or a senator means that you are in a position of privilege, but with that comes accountability and responsibility. You can't have the first without the other two, for history and the public will judge you harshly. The PM should have acknowledged mistakes and made his ministers accountable. He should have sought the resignations of Colbeck, Hunt, Reynolds and others. He should not have allowed Bridget McKenzie back into the ministry regardless of the Coalition agreement. He should have stood up to be counted. However, the public now knows they can't count on him. A leader comes to the fore in a crisis. Morrison is no Howard. Howard stood up and controlled his fractious cabinet. He took on responsibility and made himself accountable. Morrison should not allow himself to be bullied by his cabinet and backbenchers who threaten the Coalition's hold on power. If Morrison wants to be taken seriously as a leader, he needs to lead. If he wants the public's respect, he has to earn it. At the moment he is closer to being marked down in history as being on par with Billy McMahon rather than Howard or even those PM's who led us brilliantly through tough times.

Seems strange that one state that has part of it going into lockdown is treated far differently than others. Victoria has a right to feel hard done by. It is probably just a coincidence that the PM lives in NSW and that there is a Liberal government in NSW. One would have thought that the Victorian Liberal politicians, who fought so hard pre-election to get fancy carpark promises, would have fought hard on behalf of their constituents a couple of months ago to get the deal just announced with NSW. It seems that they represent their party ahead of their constituents, and their seat on cabinet and/or parliament above that too.

So, where is all the federal money coming from to support the latest lockdown? Let's hope all those slush funds that were set up in the last budget, get raided to pay the bill. They should not have been set up in the first place. Use the money to buy vaccines not votes and to support citizens in need, not politicians in need of re-election.

Onya Gladys! The breakout of the virus and the subsequent lockdown of Sydney has put paid to any chance of an election this year. Morrison needs some breathing space and clear air before he calls an election. He had the option of beating up on Dan Andrews as part of his election campaign, but that has gone as he won't attack one of his own who has now been put in the same position Dan Andrews was in. Morrison must hope that no other catastrophe occurs before the election. He will be held to account for his response to the bushfires, his quarantine failures and the vaccine rollout. If he called an election this year, he would need a miracle to win and he has used one up already at the previous election. Perhaps, if there is a God, that being has realised the mistake made and is doing everything it can to make sure Morrison doesn't win another one.

To the tune of Downtown by Petula Clark

In a red zone, you can’t go out and party

You are stuck at home – locked down

There is no use hopin’, though the shops are all open, 

That you’ll be allowed to go – downtown

You’ll find there is hardly any traffic in the city

And plenty of parking which is unheard of in Sydney

Still no curfew

But police are everywhere

You’d better not cause any trouble, or say it’s not fair

In this lockdown, things aren’t great for sure

Lockdown – you’ll just have to endure

Lockdown – And there’s no vaccines
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