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  Introduction


  Theoretically Italy


  Generally in Italy, he said, the great majority of kidnap victims survive. But when the Sards are involved, thats not necessarily so. The victims disappear.
  They feed them to their pigs.1 The Il Giorno war correspondent quoted in Pete Davies marvellous account of the 1990
  football World Cup Finals held in Italy, warned of what might await English hooligans based in Sardinia for the tournaments group stage. The barren and rocky island in the Tyrrhenian Sea has
  not always been as hospitable as its cobalt waters, spectacular beaches and ports for Europes glitterati suggest. Having been invaded from all angles, Sardinians are not to be
  underestimated, their resolute character evident in the regions flag: the red cross of St George on white background with the silhouetted, turbaned head of a Moorish king in each
  quarter.2


  As the Sardinian Giovanni Pinna discovered in 2006, banditry and hostage-taking occasionally still occur. Abducted and a 300,000 ransom demanded for his release, he escaped after eight
  months and ten days of incarceration. Interviewed by police, the emaciated and bearded Pinnas first questions were reportedly: Who won the scudetto? (league title) and
  Were Cagliari relegated?3 While news that Inter had broken its 15-year jinx was reason enough to voluntarily return to the bubble of
  captivity, Cagliaris last gasp salvation must have eased the blow. Pinnas story seemed to be a scene from the soap opera of Italian life starring a disaffected people, lawless rogues
  and a bedraggled hero expressing deep concern for his family, having first been assured of the football results. Understanding just why the majority of accounts focussed first upon his
  calcio quip is effectively the aim of this book. How did football and sport manage to usurp such a serious crime? How and why did this originally bourgeois, minority interest become an
  all-consuming national passion worthy of a place on Italys podium of national stereotypes, alongside pizza and the Mafia? Just how did Italy get here?
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  Even before Italys formation, Giuseppe Mazzini, one of the national movements leading thinkers and activists, proposed the need for a strong state with a capital
  that would encourage unity and cohesion; namely Rome. His thoughts were indicative of a nation that needed creating rather than one whose identity was already strong. Although Liberal Italy failed
  to generate national patriotic fervour before collapsing under the weight of its weaknesses and paralyses, Fascism chose to maintain and build upon many of its foundations. Similarly, in the
  post-war Republic, the restoration of democracy did not involve a complete dismantling of the Fascist state.4 Thus, in its development and transition from
  Liberal Italy through to Fascism, the Republic and beyond, considerable continuities exist,5 which the analysis of sport further confirms.


  Rather than striding from a bloodstained battlefield united in triumph like Germany, Italy was a dislocated collection of people sharing little more than a dislike of each other and the new
  state that was now interfering in their lives, or not. Following unification in 1861, many of the issues and debates that had driven it persisted: questions over Italian character, education and
  patriotism; the burden of former greatness; the search for a common past; regional identities; the role of the Catholic Church and the rise of Socialism; all within the dislocating experience of
  Italys transition from a primarily agricultural economy into a modern industrial nation. These issues were intensified by the new, weak state that remained desperately short of legitimacy
  and popular support.


  Just who and what were Italians was a valid question that unification posed, failed to resolve, and even complicated with the establishment of borders that excluded many Italian speakers.
  Italian identity has thus featured prominently in the various accounts of the countrys history that Sport Italia is intended to complement. Each chapters brief summary of the
  principal events and issues of the period provides the bare minimum without which the sport would have no context. Readers wishing to know more will be well served by Christopher Duggans
  entertaining and detailed recent work or the established texts of Denis Mack Smith and Paul Ginsborg, from the many in existence.6


  The issue of the Italian nation has been one of considerable interest and difficulty for many historians who, John Foot suggests, often seem to adopt very stringent models to which Italy,
  inevitably, has failed to adhere.7 This apparent lack of national identity was often the justification for the numerous wars in which Italy became
  involved from 1860 onwards, spurred on by Risorgimento myths and the memory of Giuseppe Garibaldis heroic unification campaign. Unfortunately, the impact of these conflicts upon
  patriotism was minimal. With Italians rarely wanting to die for their country, such assessments added to its impoverished reputation, which varies according to the interpretation of Italys
  history.8 The reality is, of course, very different. Having created and overthrown Fascism before supporting the largest Communist Party in post-war
  Western Europe, Italy has had an extraordinary impact upon modern Europe. Italians matter and so does their history.9


  Having established this, it is even more inconceivable that the national passion of sport has commanded so little interest. Engaging with Italian history at macro and micro levels, sport
  provides unrivalled snapshots of the large and small picture, of central government policies and devolved regions, of national dreams and everyday lives, of a proud nation fractured by the myriad
  of local identities within its DNA.


  In a country whose borders have shifted, expanded and occasionally contracted and whose people have not always shared a language, rigid concepts of nationhood do not always apply. While Italian
  sport has been exploited by regional, political or religious forces whose identities have exposed the nations fissures, on several occasions sport has been one of Italys greatest
  successes, one of the few occasions in which Italians could freely unite and be proud.


  Sport and society


  For the unconverted or plain uninterested, sport can appear an incomprehensible means of passing or wasting time. Even if there is little consensus as to its meaning or
  definitive role in modern life, theorists have argued that there is more to it than simple recreation.10 That said, most attempts to explain or
  understand it are flawed and many arguments highly speculative.11


  Among a number of twentieth-century theories regarding play and recreation, the Dutch historian Johan Huizinga proposed in Homo Ludens, in 1938, that play was the primary formative
  element in human culture, present in all areas of life, from work to leisure, literature, music, religion, war and naturally sport.12 In essence, many
  of mans great accomplishments could be attributed to the innate desire to run, chase, wrestle and simply play. Identifying the construction of order, rules and conventions as one of
  plays principle characteristics, he nonetheless failed to address just why people play  what stimulates this most basic desire? The combination of sport as an escape or release from
  everyday life and its role in establishing order has particular relevance in Italy where sport, leisure and free time were seized upon by political opportunists.


  In their classic civilizing process theory Norbert Elias and Eric Dunning also connected sport with evolutionary development, proposing its fulfilment of mans need for
  challenges once obstacles in the struggle for survival had been overcome. As order and stability developed in society, so sport provided an outlet for mans now redundant survival qualities
  and animal instincts.13 The need for risk, danger and uncertainty was thus experienced vicariously through sportsmen in stadiums that were interpreted
  as metaphorical killing fields. A central plank of their theory related to the development of modern states in which the need for control, the imposition and acceptance of rules, acceptable
  behaviour and the settlement of disputes became more pressing. As the states monopolization of the legitimate use of force increased, so acceptable levels of violence theoretically reduced
  as members of society chose or were forced to modify their behaviours. Deterministic in its vision of humanitys relentless progress, it still highlighted the simple human pleasure gained
  from sport.


  Sport has also been interpreted politically. While Karl Marx made no reference to it, the lefts appreciation of sports capacity to attract and mobilize large sections of society
  resulted in its politicization in the early 1900s. In 1920, a Workers Sport Movement was established to connect Soviet sport with various European organizations. Promoting class loyalty, the
  movement held Workers Olympics and had a Europe-wide membership, with the majority coming from Germany, Austria and Czechoslovakia.14 Italy did
  not feature among the member nations, which certainly wasnt due to the lefts lack of interest; too much interest, in fact. From 1910, the Italian left fought an ideological civil war
  over sports relevance to Italian society and its campaign for Socialist change.


  The enduring Marxist interpretation of sport was as a bourgeois/middle class tool that distracted workers from the class struggle and thereby contributed to the preservation of the status
  quo.15 Rejecting the idea that political developments could be totally attributed to economic factors, such as employment, wages and the relationship
  between capital and labour, Antonio Gramsci indentified a fundamental role for culture in the elites domination, which was achieved through a combination of coercion and
  consent.16 In effect, sport trained workers to accept rules, discipline and hard work, theoretically in return for shared success, while physically
  equipping them to meet the demands of the industrial age and increase production. Exhausted at the end of a long working day, any remaining energy for radical thought would be drained by sport.


  Consequently, it was interpreted as both a means of repressing the working class and maintaining its servility, while also promoting solidarity and mobilization that could potentially challenge
  the existing order. Far from meritocratic, however, the apparently equal chance of victory that sport offered replicated capitalisms structural inequalities that maintained the poor in
  poverty while encouraging them not to question why. Lacking money, facilities and opportunity, the working class capacity to challenge the social order through sport was limited. This
  increased with the growth of national sporting bodies, international organizations and tournaments, such as the Olympic Games, as sport became an essential component of the modern state. In her
  analysis of its globalization, Barbara Keys observes how:


  
    
      in the twentieth century sports became an important way to instill a sense of belonging to a nation, to solidify loyalty, to create a bond of attachment to an abstract
      entity...


      For the great powers it became a matter of urgency to win more medals or more championships than rival powers. For the smaller nations it became critical not so much to win
      but to show up, to perform respectably, and to be seen as a member of the club.17

    

  


  Almost as soon as tournaments like the Olympic Games became major international events, so the original ideals of fraternization and brotherhood wilted under political and
  commercial pressures. Commodified and sold off for profit, athletes and their events were woven into a repressive system controlled by the elite. Encouraging victory at all costs, promoting extreme
  individualism and elitism, classifying individuals by success and gender, and generating nationalism, this particular interpretation interested Italys left in the politically charged
  1970s.


  In this period, according to Elis Cashmore, Paul Hoch developed one of the most acerbic Marxist critiques of sport, which he likened to the mainstream religions about which Marx himself
  wrote so much.18 His ideas have particular relevance for Italy where the Catholic Church meddled in sport almost from day one, in an attempt to
  create religious solidarity that would compete with the class-based identity of its secular rivals, Socialism and Communism. Initially unsure of how and if sport should be used for religious
  propaganda, its politicization by the Fascist regime convinced the Church of its merits as a communication tool and a means of forming an alternative counterculture. Despite coming to rival the
  Church as a new, secular religion itself, sport proved highly effective in the Vaticans penetration of post-war Italian society.


  Sport has thus provided huge opportunities to mobilize working-class, bourgeois or religious groups, which indicates one of its primary roles in society. Otherwise, why would the nations
  various democratic and
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