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7 of Pentacles

As Alice walked into the tarot reading room, she could hear Madeline telling Eliot of the orders he needed to take care of for the day. Alice blinked and stopped at the shelf where the special deck rested. She picked up the deck and shuffled it. She cut the deck and then drew the top card.

Madeline stepped into the tarot reading room moments later. “Oh, which card is it today?”

Alice held up the 7 of Pentacles card for Madeline to see. Madeline nodded. Alice turned and left the room. She walked upstairs to her room. She sat down at her desk and found the corresponding cards in her decks.

She blinked as she looked at the cards. It never ceased to amaze her how different each card could be in different decks. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She quickly started jotting down notes.

She heard Eliot turn on some music while he worked in the greenhouse by himself. Madeline had some clients for tarot readings. Alice was used to hearing her roommates working. It didn’t bother her. She focused on her studying and jotted down her notes.

She blinked. She had no idea how much time had passed. She could hear her aunt in the kitchen. The young elf smiled. She put down her pen and stood up. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen.

Without turning her head, Madeline said, “Hi, Alice. Just a moment.” She got everything started and then could pause. She turned to her niece. “So, what did you learn?”

“The upright meaning has to do with growth and moving away from old ways to new ones. Not just when it comes to progress to money and material wealth, but also spiritual growth. Or even growth as a person. There is a waiting and perhaps some delay in success, but it’s coming.”

Madeline nodded. “And what of the reversed meaning?”

“The reverse meaning has to do with financial loss and worry about money. It can also be a loss of innocence in detrimental way.”

Madeline nodded. “Good. You can get a new card tomorrow.”

The music stopped and Eliot walked into the kitchen. He looked at his two roommates. “I guess I just missed Alice talking about the card of the day.”

Alice nodded. Madeline continued cooking.

Alice blinked. “It was the 7 of Pentacles. About growth and gain, not just financial, but also spiritual.”

Eliot raised an eyebrow. “Ever think you’ve grown since you’ve been here?”

Alice smiled. “Yes, I know I have. I feel more secure within myself. I feel I have a future that is worth looking forward to.”

He smiled. “Well, I’ve noticed it too. You’re not just learning tarot, but you’re also learning how to make toiletries that people want to buy.”

Madeline turned around. “Is it that good?”

Eliot nodded. “People keep asking for what Alice makes. My uncle had recipes on different things like soaps, shampoos, lotions and bath bombs. I showed Alice and let her try her hand at the basic recipes and then she went on to the more complex ones.”

Madeline smiled. “Very good, Alice. So, you’ll be doing that this afternoon after I go to sleep?”

Alice nodded. “I don’t know how much I’ll be making, but I’m sure Eliot knows.”

Eliot walked over to Alice and showed her the orders on his tablet computer.

“Oh, yeah, that’s quite a bit, but I’m sure I can get it done.”

Madeline finished cooking. Eliot set his tablet down and set the table. Alice got drinks for everyone. Madeline served the food and everyone sat down together.

Madeline asked, “How many orders are we getting everyday, Eliot?”

Eliot answered, “Well, sometimes we don’t get that many orders, but some can be quite large. We have a few stores in town that like to keep our herbal medicines and toiletry items in stock. So, we get those a few times a week. So, far Alice and I can keep up with the orders.”

Madeline nodded. “I didn’t see this coming. I just hope the demand doesn’t get so high that you can’t keep up.”

Alice said, “That wouldn’t be a good thing, but I’m sure it will be okay. I’m just glad people like what we’re making. Some of the orders are even for hypoallergenic toiletries, even though the scented items are more popular.”

Eliot said, “Yes, some of the hypoallergenic items are too hard for people to find. So, either they can come to us directly or they can order through their preferred store. Either way, it’s a win win for us.”

Madeline nodded. “I never could get the hang of toiletry items. Some I think aren’t necessary, but who am I to argue with what people want.”

Alice smiled. “Some people have said they’ve never found such good hypoallergenic items before. Even the store bought ones weren’t as good as they needed. So, I’d say that’s a good thing. Even you, Madeline, would approve of those toiletry items.”

Madeline laughed. “Well, I know I don’t care about things such as bath bombs, but if you don’t mind and people do want them, then make them.”

Alice said, “Right because I’ll need a way to earn money after you’re gone.” She paused. “Don’t go yet, please.”

Madeline smiled. “I can’t make any promises on that. I am old and my body is wearing out. It will happen sooner or later.”

Alice said, “Well, I’m glad that you’re okay with that part. I’m just not ready for you to cross over."

Madeline nodded. “It’s noted, but when it’s my time, you will have to let me go.”

Alice sighed. “I know.”

Eliot said, “I’ll still be here. So, I’ll be able to help you with it.”

Alice said, “I will need a friend when she crosses over. So, Madeline, after you cross over, you’ll still guide us if we need it?”

Madeline smiled. “Don’t worry, I will talk to you when I’m a ghost. I’m sure you two will still need some guidance. However, you both are doing well. I couldn’t have picked better students who will be able to take over for me.”

They finished eating. Madeline went to give some more tarot readings while Eliot and Alice washed dishes and cleaned up the kitchen.

“Alice, do you have any tarot readings this afternoon?”

She shook her head. “No, I can work on the orders now.”

“Good. Some items need to go out today. A delivery person will be stopping by.”

They finished up and left the kitchen for the greenhouse. Eliot turned on some music and put the orders up, so they could work on them. He made the herbal medicines and she made the toiletries.

It seemed like a lot to make, but it didn’t take them long to finish order by order. There were a couple of large orders for stores and some smaller ones for people who tended to stop by when they had time.

They labeled each item after they had finished crafting them. Then they could see what they needed for each order. Some had to be put into boxes and some were just placed on a shelf with the tags labeling whose item they were for.

They didn’t hear Madeline finish her tarot readings for the day. They didn’t worry that she needed a nap in the afternoon. They just let her sleep while they worked. They were glad the house was insulated enough that their music and their working and even talking didn’t bother her sleep.

Not even the singing they tended to do and not caring how badly they sounded. They just enjoyed their work and each other’s company. A delivery person arrived and joined in the singing to announce their presence. Alice and Eliot had just finished packaging up the store orders and sealed the boxes with their respective labels.

The delivery person accepted the boxes with a smile and then they left.

Alice asked, “How much more do we need to do now?”

Eliot checked his tablet. He marked the orders for the stores as shipped. “Well, it doesn’t look so bad now.” He checked the shelf where they were putting the smaller orders people just picked up.

Alice looked at the shelf and the tablet. “Oh, I see there’s a few more. No problem.” She got right to work.

There was still plenty for them to work on before dinner. Those customers came and paid for their items. They were happy to see their items ready and waiting for them. A few just needed the hypoallergenic items that Alice was proud to make for them.

When they were done, they relaxed. They could hear Madeline in the kitchen and knew she was awake. They turned off the music and went to the kitchen.

Madeline asked them, “Did you take care of all the orders for today?”

Both Eliot and Alice answered at the same time, “Yes.”

Madeline blinked. “Good. I hope this continues. I know it helps that there a few local stores which like the items you make. It’s also good that people just come and order what they want too.”

Eliot said, “Sometimes they come to us because someone else recommended us.”

Madeline nodded. “Good. Word of mouth helps a lot.”

Alice nodded. “I think most of the hypoallergenic orders come from individuals and not the stores.”

Madeline raised an eyebrow. “Oh? Eliot, can you confirm that?”

Eliot checked his tablet. “Yes, in fact the stores only ask for the scented items. That’s really not surprising. At least the individuals know to order from us directly. I’d say that’s a good sign.”

Madeline nodded. “Good. If this keeps up, I won’t have worry about you two after I cross over.”

They all smiled at each other.


Also By Ali Noel Vyain

For more information, please check out alinoelvyain.wordpress.com and books2read.com/alinoelvyain

The Strange & Unusual Universe of Silver Moon Unicorn

The Colonies of Earth Series

The Colonies of Earth (Eris): Different

The Colonies of Earth (Venus): In Men’s Shadows

The Colonies of Earth Series: Tales From Mars

The Colonies of Earth: The Colonies Will Be Independent

The Colonies of Earth: (Orcus): The Amazons Rise Up

The Colonies of Earth (Pluto): First Time

The Colonies of Earth (Saturn & Titan): Praying for Death

The Colonies of Earth (Mercury): This Strange, Wild Land

The Colonies of Earth (The Moon): The Crossroads

The Colonies of Earth (Triton): The Mistress

The Colonies of Earth (Neptune): The Plantation Owner

The Colonies of Earth (Ceres): The Vampire’s Girlfriend

The Colonies of Earth (Titania): Vampire Struggles

The Colonies of Earth (Haumea): Aftermath

The Colonies of Earth: Box Set

The Starlover Series

Book 1: Project Earth

Book 2: Uncle & Niece

Book 3: Traveling Teenager

Book 4: Cassandra the Red Tiger

The Starlover Series Box Set

The Violet Series

Book 1: A Water Nymph’s Tale

Book 2: The Search for Merlin

Book 3: Retribution

Book 4: Flames & Ghosts

Book 5: The Lunatics

Book 6: Witches & Weres

Book 7: Recovery

Book 8: To Love or Not to Love

Book 9: The Joys of Working with Others

Book 10: After the Affair is Over

Book 11: No More Quarantine

Book 12: The Amazons Are Still in Control

Book 13: Family History

The Violet Series Box Set

The Guardian Series

Book 1: Formation of the Guardians

Book 2: The Sorceress and the Prince

Book 3: The Escaped Courtier

Book 4: The War Must End

Book 5: Anjilina

Book 6: Maggie the Fairy Warrior

Book 7: Faedin









The White Lion Unicorn Series











The Titanium Mysteries















Cyborgs





Alice Flowers Tarot
















































































Background Informational Books





Cat Tale Books




Sir Socks Le Chat





Poetry



























Non-Fiction Books





7pentaclescov.png
Aflice Flowers Tarot Story 26

7 gf Pentacles

Al Noel Vyain





