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​Chapter 1: The Big


News
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One Tuesday afternoon, Maya was coloring at the kitchen table when she heard the front door open. That’s strange, she thought. Dad’s home early. Usually, Dad didn’t get home until the sky turned orange. But today, the sun was still high, and he walked in quietly, without his usual big “I’m home!” voice.

​Maya looked up and saw that Dad’s smile was small— like it was hiding.

“Hi, sweetie,” he said softly, giving her a hug. “Can you come to the living room? I need to talk to everyone.” Maya’s tummy felt funny. Dad never said things like that.

Soon, the whole family— Mom, Dad, Maya, and little Leo—sat on the couch together.

Dad took a deep breath.
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​“Today, I lost my job,” he said. “The company had to make some big changes, and my position was one of the ones they let go.” Maya blinked. “Lost your job? Like you lost your keys?” she asked.

Dad gave a little smile. “Not quite, sweetheart. It means I won’t be going to work anymore—for now. I’ll be looking for a new job soon.” Mom reached for Dad’s hand. Leo leaned on Dad’s shoulder with his dinosaur.

​

Maya didn’t know exactly what it all meant, but she could feel the room get quiet and still. Like when it’s about to rain.
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Later that night, Maya heard Mom and Dad talking in the kitchen. They were using words like “budget” and “cut back.” She peeked around the corner.

“I guess no more take-out for a while,” Dad said with a small chuckle.

“I’ll start meal planning more,” Mom replied.

Maya tiptoed back to her room, hugging her stuffed bunny tight. She didn’t fully understand everything, but one thing was clear: things were going to be different.

She lay in bed thinking, Is there a way I can help too?
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​Chapter 2: Pizza Night at Home
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Friday was always Pizza Night at Maya’s house.



Usually, they picked up a big, cheesy pizza from

Tony’s Pizza Palace on the way home from work. Dad always let Maya choose one topping, and Leo picked another. (Maya liked mushrooms. Leo always said “extra cheese” even though it wasn’t really a topping.)

​But this Friday felt different. “We’re not getting pizza

tonight?” Maya asked when she saw Mom pulling out flour and tomato sauce. “Not from the pizza shop,” Mom smiled. “But we’re making it ourselves tonight!” “At home?” Leo asked with wide eyes. “Like real chefs?!”
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“Exactly!” Dad said, tying a dish towel around his neck like an apron. “We’re saving money and making memories!”

​Maya wasn’t sure if homemade pizza would taste the same, but she was curious.

They rolled out dough (it was very sticky). Maya got flour on her nose and Leo tried to wear the cheese like a hat.
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“Oops!” Maya laughed as her mushroom slices fell into the sauce bowl. “That’s okay,” said Dad, “messy pizzas taste better!” Soon, the kitchen smelled like a pizza restaurant.
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​They waited by the oven, peeking through the little window, watching the cheese bubble and melt. When they finally sat down to eat, everyone took a bite and smiled.

“This is the best pizza I’ve ever had!” Maya said with her mouth full.

“Even better than Tony’s,” Leo added, even though he had tomato sauce on his ear.
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