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The book of Acts is one of the key books of the New Testament, for in it God chronicles for us the start of His visible church on earth, which started at Jerusalem and which then spread from there, so that by the end of the first century AD, there were local churches throughout the known world.

The reader will notice in reading the book of Acts that God starts with the ministry of the apostle Peter. This is no coincidence, since Peter was the God-appointed leader and spokesman for the twelve apostles. Also, we need to keep in mind that the reason that God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, chose these twelve disciples to be with Him during the three and a half years of His public ministry on earth was that He might train these men to carry on the ministry on earth after He had ascended to Heaven again, after His death at the cross, His burial, and His resurrection from the dead the third day.

And so, Peter was God’s vessel to start His church at Jerusalem, which was in Israel, but then it was the apostle Paul who was God’s vessel to expand God’s church to the nations of the known world. And those who have sought to do a commentary on any of the apostle Paul’s letters in the New Testament know that it would have been a difficult task, if one did not have the historical context of the book of Acts to refer to. We can therefore say that the book of Acts is indispensable to understand the historical context of much of the New Testament!

Since it has been shown (for instance in “Chronological aspects of the life of Christ,” by Harold W. Hoehner) that the death of God’s Son in human flesh, The Lord Jesus Christ, took place on Friday, April 3, 33 AD, and since the book of Acts ends with the apostle Paul at Rome at Chapter 28, which conservative scholars assign as being 60 to 62 AD, means that the historical content of the book of Acts takes place between 33 and 60 or 62 AD!

And please note that the author’s commentary on the book of Acts has so far taken up 370 pages of 8.5 x 11” notes, which means that the published work will be taken up in a number of Chapters per book, with Book 1 covering Acts 1 and 2, while Book 2 (the present book) covers Acts 3 to the end of Acts 7.

Please note that there is an Addendum at the back of the book, which has seven sections. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time. In Addendum B, we take a brief look at the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ. In Addendum C, we have “The rise of the man-made religious system known as Judaism, which included Phariseeism!” In Addendum D, we have the three components of all human beings, and their function. In Addendum E, we have important information regarding Sheol/Hades. In Addendum F, we have God’s resurrection program in time! And then in Addendum G, we have a gospel message for any reader who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God, through faith in His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier
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Peter and John heal a lame beggar at Jerusalem, Acts 3:1-10
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As we continue our commentary on the Book of Acts, and now begin Book 2 of that series, we note from Acts 3:1-10 that God leads Peter and John to heal a man who had been lame from birth and who had been forced to beg for his survival, there now reading, “[1] NOW PETER AND JOHN WERE GOING UP TO THE TEMPLE AT THE NINTH HOUR, THE HOUR OF PRAYER. [2] AND A MAN WHO HAD BEEN LAME FROM HIS MOTHER'S WOMB WAS BEING CARRIED ALONG, whom they used to set down every day at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, IN ORDER TO BEG ALMS OF THOSE WHO WERE ENTERING THE TEMPLE. [3] When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he began asking to receive alms. [4] But Peter, along with John, fixed his gaze on him and said, "Look at us!" [5] And he began to give them his attention, expecting to receive something from them. [6] But Peter said, "I do not possess silver and gold, BUT WHAT I DO HAVE I GIVE TO YOU: IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST THE NAZARENE — WALK!" [7] And seizing him by the right hand, he raised him up; AND IMMEDIATELY HIS FEET AND HIS ANKLES WERE STRENGTHENED. [8] With a leap he stood upright and began to walk; and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. [9] And all the people saw him walking and praising God; [10] and they were taking note of him as being the one who used to sit at the Beautiful Gate of the temple to beg alms, AND THEY WERE FILLED WITH WONDER AND AMAZEMENT AT WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO HIM.” 

We see here that even though The Holy Spirit had come to indwell the believers and to begin God’s church on earth, as we have seen from Acts 2, which now also meant that the present third age of time had now started (see Addendum A), nevertheless, we still see believers still involved in practices from the second age of time, when God was dealing with the nations of the earth through the believers of the nation of Israel, for at Acts 3:1 here, we see the apostles Peter and John “going up to the temple at the ninth hour, the hour of prayer.”

We are to see that “the ninth hour” under the first or old covenant - which ended with the death of God’s Son at the cross, which is when the second or new covenant began, noting Luke 22:20 - was the second part of the day when the lamb of the burnt offering had to be offered to God in accordance with God’s Law, noting for instance what we read at Numbers 28:3,4, “you shall say to them, 'This is the offering by fire which you shall offer to the Lord: TWO MALE LAMBS ONE YEAR OLD WITHOUT DEFECT AS A CONTINUAL BURNT OFFERING EVERY DAY. [4] You shall offer the one lamb in the morning AND THE OTHER LAMB YOU SHALL OFFER AT TWILIGHT...”

We should note here that it was no coincidence that God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, as “The Lamb of God” (John 1:29) did die at the cross at “the ninth hour,” which is 3 pm in the afternoon, as we see from Mark 15:34-37, for He was THE LAMB being foreshadowed in the burnt offering!  

And then, as to the ninth hour being “the hour of prayer,” we are to note that God did not provide any set times for His people to pray during the Old Testament period. Instead, what we see God do is to establish a practice by way of examples. In order words, at Psalm 55:17, we see that God led David to pray three times a day, as we there read, “EVENING AND MORNING AND AT NOON, I will complain and murmur, and He will hear my voice.” 

And since this was God’s word, then this did become a practice that was followed by other believers, noting for instance what God led the prophet Daniel to do in his own prayer life, as we read at Daniel 6:10, “Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he entered his house (now in his roof chamber he had windows open toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his knees THREE TIMES A DAY, PRAYING and giving thanks before his God, AS HE HAD BEEN DOING PREVIOUSLY.” 

And so, it appears that the “ninth hour,” as “the hour of prayer” coincided with the evening sacrifice taking place at the temple, which is why we find the apostles Peter and John at the temple at this hour, although, as was pointed out earlier at Acts 2:46, the believers themselves were not entering the temple proper, but rather were gathering in the area of the temple grounds known as “Solomon’s portico” (Acts 3:11; 5:12), which is also where The Lord Jesus Himself used to carry out His ministry at the temple (John 10:23).

It is important to keep in mind that as the letters of the New Testament started being written and circulated among the local churches of the then known world, God’s teaching then prevailed among the believers so that we no longer see such a practice being carried out by believers (although Cornelius is mentioned doing so at Acts 10:30).

Then as we see from Acts 3:2, God had a God-appointed situation waiting for Peter and John as they came to the temple grounds that day, which was a grown man, lame from birth, whom people used to carry each day and leave at the entrance, at a gate “called Beautiful,” so that he might receive “alms,” that is, might receive financial assistance from others in other to meet daily necessities. Let us note the commandment that God gave the nation of Israel through Moses at Deuteronomy 15:11, where we read, “For the poor will never cease to be in the land; THEREFORE I COMMAND YOU, saying, 'YOU SHALL FREELY OPEN YOUR HAND to your brother, TO YOUR NEEDY AND POOR IN YOUR LAND.' “ This is a practice that continued among the believers (noting Galatians 2:10) and onward, even to our day.

And so, as Peter and Paul passed through the gate called Beautiful, the lame man saw them, as we see at Acts 3:3, and called to them so that he might receive alms.

Since this was a situation that God appointed, not only that this lame man might be healed, but also that this might provide an occasion for Peter to give a second sermon (Acts 3:11-26), we see from Acts 3:4-6  that the apostles Peter and John were not led of God to give this man money, which they did not have to begin with, but that that he might be made well, so that from that day onward he might provide for his own needs, and not have to ever return to the temple to beg for alms!

There are a number of truths that we need to note here from Acts 3:4-6. The first is that although God mentions both Peter and John as being there, nevertheless, the chief spokesman here was Peter, for as was shown when looking at Acts 1 and 2, Peter was the God-appointed leader of the twelve apostles, who carried on the gospel ministry after The Lord Jesus had ascended back to Heaven again.

Secondly, as we then see from verse 3:6, the twelve did not have any earthly possessions to carry on the ministry with, for during their time of training, The Lord Jesus had instructed them as we see from Matthew 10:9,10, where we read, “[9] "DO NOT ACQUIRE GOLD, OR SILVER, OR COPPER FOR YOUR MONEY BELTS, [10] or a bag for your journey, or even two coats, or sandals, or a staff; FOR THE WORKER IS WORTHY OF HIS SUPPORT.”

Then thirdly, when Peter was led to say to the lame man at verse 3:6, “...but what I do have I give to you,” he was referring to the fact that God had given them the supernatural ability to heal, among other things, noting what we read at Matthew 10:8, “HEAL THE SICK, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, freely give.”

And fourthly, when Peter was led to also say at verse 3:6, “In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene,” he was indicating that the healing about to take place did not have its source in himself, but rather in God’s Son, Who was the Head of God’s church in Heaven, Who was now the Source for the power to heal!

And then as we see from Acts 3:7, Peter extended his hand to the lame man in order to raise him up from the ground, for he knew that this was a God-appointed situation and that the man would now be healed in his feet, enabling him to walk on his own, as we then see the man then do at Acts 3:8.

We then further see from Acts 3:8 that the man, as now walking normally for the first time in his life, then entered through the gate called Beautiful with Peter and John into the area known as “Solomon’s colonnade” on the temple grounds (verse 3:11; 5:12), as where the believers had been meeting since the coming of The Holy Spirit, as we see at Acts 2:1-4.

And when we read at verse 3:8 that the man, who had been formally lame and had now been healed, was now “walking and leaping AND PRAISING GOD,” meant that he was acknowledging publicly that the source of his healing was ultimately God, to Whom he was now giving the praise to!

It is true that Peter had said to him, “In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene - walk,” which meant that the Source of the healing was proclaimed to the man; nevertheless, unless the man believed that The Lord Jesus was more than a mere man, being in fact The Son of God in human flesh, then he might still have been healed supernaturally, but he would NOT now be praising God!

It is important to note from John 5 that The Lord Jesus there healed a man who had been sick and unable to walk for 38 years, whom God’s Son did heal. Now it is clear in reading that account that the man was an unbeliever when healed, and yet, as we see at John 5:9, after the man was healed and began to walk, there is no mention of him praising God for the miracle!

It is also unlikely here that the lame man was already a believer when healed, and also unlikely, since he was lame and unable to get around on his own that he had been part of the crowd in Jerusalem when Peter was led of God to give a gospel message in which 3,000 precious souls were saved, as we saw in Acts 2. 

Then as we see from Acts 3:9, it was no coincidence that people, who were also on the temple grounds, noticed the man formerly lame now walking and praising God, for not only was it unusual for someone to go around leaping and praising God for all to hear, but also, as we see at Acts 3:10, they also recognized him as the man who used to sit at the gate called Beautiful and beg for alms, which he no doubt had been doing every day for many years, so that he was easily recognizable.

And now, as we further see from verse 3:10, God now had the situation occur that He wanted to see occur, which is to have onlookers wondering what had happened to the man who had been formally lame, for now he was obviously walking and praising God, with God now leading Peter to give the explanation with another gospel message, as we will now see in the next chapter!
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