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			There is No Race in the Heavenly Place

			The resurrected Jesus could only be recognized by His wounds and the things that He did. 
He was omni-racial. 

			n

			Don Morgan
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			For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. . . .There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
Galatians 3:26, 28 NLT

		


		
			But God, who is rich in mercy . . . made us alive together with Christ . . . and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 2:4–6

		


		
			To my Mennonite friends in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

			Your Light still shines in the world (Matthew 5:16).
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			Preface

			You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed.
Psalm 139:16 NLT

			God sees your entire life right now from the perspective of eternity. His omniscient, eternal nature allows Him to see all things that ever have happened or ever will happen—now. He sees you being born now. He sees what you did last year now. He sees what you did ten years ago now. He sees what you did last week now. He sees what you did yesterday now. He sees what you are doing today. He sees you going to bed tonight. He sees you waking up in the morning. He sees you going to work tomorrow. He sees where you will be and what you will be doing fifty years from now. He sees you on your death bed. He sees you taking your last breath on earth. 

			There is nothing hidden from the eyes of the Almighty God. Scripture tells us He saw Jeremiah the prophet before he was born:

			Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:4–5)

			God knew Jeremiah the Jew before his father, Hilkiah, met and married his mother. He knew him before He clothed him in flesh. The Lord knew Jeremiah before any Jewish blood flowed through his veins. He knew him before He gave him a temporary flesh and blood racial identity. If you believe the New Testament of our Savior Jesus Christ, then you know that Jeremiah no longer has an identity based on flesh and blood. Paul the apostle, in his letter to the Corinthian church, made this fact very clear:

			Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. (1 Corinthians 15:50)

			The New Living Translation version of this verse makes it even more understandable:

			What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical bodies cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. These dying bodies cannot inherit what will last forever. (1 Corinthians 15:50 NLT)

			Many remarkable things happened in the life of Jeremiah the prophet. God called him into His prophetic ministry at a young age:

			Then the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. Then said I, Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. But the Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. . . . And the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant. (Jeremiah 1:4–5, 9–10 KJV)

			Many of these words spoken to Jeremiah are a prophecy of Jesus of Nazareth. God also gave Jesus words to speak (see John 14:10). And Jesus will one day return to earth and tear down the kingdoms of the world.

			Jesus said He was with God His Father in Glory before the world was created: 

			“And now, O Father, glorify me together with yourself, with the glory which I had with you before the world was.” (John 17:5)

			 God formed Jesus in the womb of the Virgin Mary:

			And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. (Luke 1:30–31 KJV)

			Like Jeremiah, God called Jesus at a young age (see Luke 2:40–52). And also like Jeremiah, Jesus was a Prophet:

			And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, “Who is this?” So the multitudes said, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.” (Matthew 21:10–11)

			It is likely that Jeremiah rose from the grave with the other Old Testament saints after the resurrection of Jesus:

			And tombs opened. The bodies of many godly men and women who had died were raised from the dead. They left the cemetery after Jesus’ resurrection, went into the holy city of Jerusalem, and appeared to many people. (Matthew 27:52–53 NLT)

			Today, Jeremiah and these resurrected saints are seated in a heavenly place with the risen Christ. They have fulfilled Ephesians 2:4–7:

			But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

			The resurrected saints have also fulfilled Philippians 3:21 (NLT):

			He will take our weak mortal bodies and change them into glorious bodies like his own, using the same power with which he will bring everything under his control. 

			All of us who love the Lord Jesus will one day live in the heavenly reality of Galatians 3:26–28 (NLT):

			For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. And all who have been united with Christ in baptism have put on the character of Christ, like putting on new clothes. There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

			This Scripture passage from Paul’s letter to the Galatian church is God’s reality. It expresses His eternal vision. It explains how God sees you and me
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