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The Trail of Tears is a fascinating story that revolves around the forced removal of the Native Americans from their ancestral lands in the United States in the 19th century. The tale of Native Americans is one of the most famous genocide anecdotes in world history. 

Native Americans are known by various names such as Indigenous Americans, American Indians, and the Indigenous people of the United States (apart from Hawaii). They inhabited the entire region of the American continent and surrounding regions, right from the Arctic point to the tip of the southern American continent. Several tribes settled in one region and distributed parts of their land to live on and cultivate. During their time, they built temples to worship and developed a structured lifestyle pattern. Other tribes or nomads traveled across the flat lands of the continent. 

To understand the occurrence and consequences of the Trail of Tears, it is necessary to first learn about the significant parts of the history of Native Americans - where they came from, how they were controlled, and the consequences. It's also important to learn about the European settlers that invaded the Indian land and enforced brutal acts over the tribal people.

This book will cover all aspects related to the removal of the Native Americans from their homelands, in detail. You will also gain an overview of their history, how they settled in their native lands, the role of American leaders in deciding their fate, and how the heinous removal act was later known as the Trail of Tears. The last chapter also provides an insight into the repercussions and the current scenario of the natives. Read on to find out. 
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Chapter 1: History of the Native Americans 
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This chapter covers the entire history of Native Americans - how they settled in their lands, how they grew, and how they were oppressed by the colonizers. It is necessary to understand their history before moving on to the Trail of Tears directly; this is because Native Americans have been marginalized to a great extent. Whether it is geographical or metaphorical, people have forgotten about the Native Americans. Those who know about it connect to their story with a sense of pity or revile. 

Also, this group of people formed a small percentage of groups that resisted oppression and fought for their freedom - not once, but multiple times. Moreover, Native Americans also displayed an example of how you could act in historical dominance and not be acted upon.

Native Americans lived in the southern parts of the territory and occupied most of the fertile land for several generations. The name 'Indians' was denoted by Christopher Columbus when he mistakenly believed that he had landed in the Indies. Columbus landed on the American land in 1492, where millions of people belonging to the indigenous tribes inhabited the region. With the advent of 1900, less than 300,000 people survived in the region. 

During the later stages of the Ice Age, several inhabitants in Siberia traveled to Alaska through the Bering Land Bridge, which was a stretch of land that connected Siberia to Alaska. This stretch of land was a difficult journey to cover as it was inhabited by several animals, some of which were dangerous. The journey was not limited to only one group. Many groups of varying ethnicities traveled across the stretch and settled around the regions over the next thousands of years. This is proven by the archaeological remains of prints, animal parts related to bison, moose, elk, and mammoth, tools, and evidence of fire pits in the regions. The evidence dates back to 14,500 years ago, which is almost at the end of the Ice Age. It is also known that these people were avid craftsmen who developed specialized tools to hunt big animals for meat and fur. 

As time passed, they started moving to the southern parts of the Alaskan region, which eventually led them to Mexico and other parts of the United States. As generations passed, their descendants explored and started settling around the western coast of the United States. By 1000 BC, most of these inhabitants settled in and around the continent of North America. Some of these tribes continuously migrated from one continent to the other for over one thousand years. Due to their constant migration, they developed several languages, cultures, and even civilizations. These native Indian Americans belonged to different tribes and continents, mainly in Asia, Europe, and Africa. 

One of the first groups of Native Americans, the Paleo Indians, would often hunt mammoths and mastodons. Next, the Archaic Indians (they survived around the period of 5000 to 1000 BC) would hunt bison or American buffalos in the Colorado plains and be proficient in developing cave art. Slowly and steadily, most of these groups converted into an agricultural society. 

As soon as the Ice Age ended, the Native Americans further developed smaller groups or tribes that followed a particular language, culture, and habitat. They used the natural resources that were available to them and developed an agricultural and farming base. They grew crops like squash and corn and tended to farm animals such as Guinea Pigs, llamas, and turkeys for food and other lifestyle requirements. Their protein and meat intake was also fulfilled by hunting animals like deer, sea mammals, bison, and fish. They formulated their own method to hunt and to catch fish. 

One extremely interesting development that can be noted with the olden times of the Native Americans in the development of mounds using heaps of sand. These mounds were established in a trail known today as the mid-western parts of the United States to the southern part of Peru. As mentioned, these mounds were built with huge heaps of sand that were flat on the top. They signified an essential part of the tribal government of that era. Buildings such as palaces or temples were built on the top of these mounds. Some mounds were also used to build burial sites of influential leaders. As it suggests, various tribes of Indians had widely spread across the continents. 

The American Indians rapidly developed these cities and internal infrastructures. The development was so mind-boggling and impressive that they can be compared to the scale of European cities today. They also paid maximum attention to architecture and city planning, so much so that people still admire their architectural expertise.

When the European invasion took place in the American continent after 1492, the historical and cultural changes were noteworthy. By that year, the Indians had developed a static agrarian culture lifestyle, where they hunted and cultivated to live and eat. The colonization had a significant impact on the differences between the old and new worlds. We know how colonization affected the American continent as it completely changed its historical implication. The Gulf Coast and the regions around Florida were hit first by Spanish invaders; this led to a rapid decline of the Native American population, mostly between the 16th and 19th centuries. Another reason for the decline was a rising epidemic and diseases that were entirely beyond their control. Since the Europeans brought with them their diseases, the Native Americans did not have competent immunities to fight these diseases, and this caused numerous deaths. Some of these diseases were chickenpox, cholera, measles, yellow fever, and many others. Since these diseases were prevalent in Europe, the Europeans could easily survive through the epidemic. 

As the Europeans colonized more areas to benefit from the farmlands for cultivation and to create new jobs for Europeans, they often declared war on the Native Americans to conquer their land. 

However, this amalgamation of Europe and America brought several interesting exchanges, which were mostly related to food and commodities. Animals, plants, and insects were constantly exchanged, both knowingly and unknowingly. One such exchange was also known as the 'Columbian Exchange.' Interestingly, though, horses partly managed to escape these exchanges and escape into the wild, eventually leading to an increase in their numbers. The Native Americans then used these horses to conduct day-to-day activities such as carrying goods, traveling, and hunting. Horses were also important during wars and as an entertainment factor during horse races. In addition, American buffalos were another important part of their operations. Buffalos were indigenous to the region and cultured to produce meat. However, this species wasn't the primary source of food for the Native Americans compared to deer and elk. 
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Native American Lifestyle and Culture
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During the period of pre-Colombian America, most of the local people residing in the northern continent of America formed tribes. They built their lives around the natural land and water resources available. On the western coast, most tribes survived through fishing and hunting sea mammals, whereas the natives that occupied plain lands would hunt buffalos and other animals. Most of these tribes would coordinate and form 'leagues' that established peace and unity among all groups. One of the best-known leagues is the Iroquois Confederacy or the Great League of Peace. 

Their religion often consisted of ceremonies that celebrated the spiritual world. They would conduct these vibrant celebrations to pray for better yield. As expected, the tribes that depended on hunting asked for more animals, and the agricultural tribes asked for more crops and better harvests. Collectively, most of these groups believed in a single God that was the main creator and the head of all deities. However, they were not as monotheistic as Christians. 

Moreover, these tribes also held a differing perception of property compared to the Europeans. Most of the tribal people considered land to be a shared resource that was given out to families for use. However, the families weren't allowed to own their land. They believed that the land, as a resource, was commonly owned by all Native American people. One of their leaders, Blackhawk (a leader of the Sauk tribe), believed that the Great Spirit provided them with abundant land and resources to cultivate and live




d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
HISTORY 1

TE AR

D

The 19th Century Forced Migration
of Native Americans





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





