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Thirteen-year-old Theo Tanner’s world is turned upside down when his mom’s old band, The Renegade Riot, reunites for a 20th anniversary show. 

But behind the music lies a decades-old secret: a mysterious fire at The Sound Box venue, a missing song, and a pact of silence. 

As Theo and his friends dig into the past, they uncover blackmail, hidden regrets, and a powerful truth that could destroy the band’s comeback. 

With the clock ticking toward the reunion, Theo must decide if exposing the truth is worth risking everything—or if honesty can spark a new beginning for the band.
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Chapter 1-Rock ‘N’ Roll Reunion
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“THEO, ISN’T THIS YOUR mom’s old rock band?”

I turned to my friend, Quinn Marshall, who was looking at her phone. Evidently, she was checking the local news. She turned the screen towards me, and I gave her a pained expression. “Yeah,” I muttered. “What does the article say?”

“There’s a twenty-year reunion concert happening at the Convention Center next Saturday. Wow, Theo, this is amazing.”

“Yeah, amazing,” I said with little conviction. 

“What’s wrong, Theo?” Another friend, Frankie Carter, asked, apparently noticing my lack of enthusiasm. Frankie was short for Francesca, and I kind of had a crush on her. She was the prettiest girl in grade 8 at Lakeside Public School, or so I thought. 

“Nothing,” I muttered. “It’s just—.”

“What is it?” dark haired Cooper Dawson spoke up. “I think it’s cool; your mom used to be in a rock band. How many kids can say one of their parents was a rock star?” Cooper was my best friend and was always a lot of fun to hang around. 

“It’s a little embarrassing,” I said. “I mean, come on, guys. Don’t you think it’s just a little bit weird?”

Quinn, Frankie, and Cooper just stared at me. It was Sunday, and my friends and I were at Lakeside Park for a picnic. Just us—no parents. We had brought hot dogs and buns and had used the park barbecues to grill them. My other two friends, Xander and Jayden, who were currently off on a short hike, had also brought chips and drinks. It would be one of the last warm weekends of the season, and we wanted to get together and just hang out for the day.

“Theo, my mom’s just a hairstylist,” Quinn said. 

“And my mom doesn’t even work,” Cooper said. “And my dad doesn’t like music playing in the car when he’s driving, and doesn’t like rock music.”

“And I think that is so cool,” Frankie remarked. “Your father was a cop and arrested your mom and her band for disturbing the peace. Then they fell in love—so romantic.”

I just glanced at Cooper, who grinned at me. 

“Don’t embarrass him,” Quinn admonished. “It is very romantic, but Theo does kind of have a point. I mean. What if her band sucks?”

“Hold on,” I muttered. “I didn’t say that. They were actually pretty good—Oh I see what you’re doing. And thanks. I guess I was just a little embarrassed, but you guys are right. It is kind of cool.”

“Yeah, too bad the cool factor didn’t make its way to the next generation,” Cooper said with a smirk.

“Yeah, you’re funny, Coop,” I remarked. “Cool wasn’t even part of your family.”

Cooper just smirked and went back to eating his hot dog. Jayden and Xander came up to the table at that moment. Jayden Nash had recently moved to Lakeside from Toronto with his family. He had dark curly hair, and, like Cooper, was fun to be around. His companion was Xander Hart, and he was Quinn’s cousin. He had spiky blond hair and, like me, sported cool diamond stud earrings. We were the only two boys in Grade 8 with our ears pierced—so that was kinda cool. What was Cooper talking about? I was cool.

“You guys finished your hike already?” Quinn asked, and Jayden and Xander both nodded, then wiped sweat off their foreheads. 

“Yeah, it was great. You guys should have come with us,” Jayden remarked. They both reached into the cooler and pulled out some diet colas and popped the tops. 

“Hey, Theo, heard about your mom’s rock band reunion,” Xander said as he sat down at the table and took a handful of chips. 

“Where did you hear about it?” I asked, and Xander pointed to Quinn. “Well, don’t let it get around school,” I muttered. 

“Um, I think everyone knows your mom used to be a rock star,” Cooper said. “And what a cool name they had,” he added.

“Yeah, Renegade Riot,” I said. “I guess some of the girls went on to be songwriters, and one of them lives in Nashville, Jasmine Jones. She’s the band’s guitarist.”

“Well, I, for one, will be at the show,” Quinn said. 

“Me too,” Frankie said. 

“What about you, gentlemen?” I asked. “Free tickets to the show—come on, it’ll be a blast.”

“I’ll go,” Xander said with a grin. 

Cooper and Jayden exchanged glances. “Um, I don’t know, Theo,” Cooper said. “I like all-girl rock bands, but with your mom—I don’t know. It’s kinda weird.”

“I know what you mean. It’s not the same when your friend’s mom is the lead singer,” Jayden remarked. “But I’ll be there, Theo,” he added.

“Thanks everyone. I know Mom will appreciate it, and there's going to be a big party afterwards. Lots of free food, too. And I hope none of the other kids at school think this is a joke.”

“I’m sure no one will,” Quinn said soothingly. “Most kids think it’s cool.”

*
[image: ]


THE REST OF THE DAY went quietly. Cooper and I went for a short hike, then returned to the group who were throwing around a baseball. Cooper and I joined in. No one else said anything to me about Mom’s rock band reunion. The concert was mainly aimed at older people—you know, people over thirty, some of whom would remember the band from way back when they were popular. 

It was now late afternoon, and there was a slight breeze coming up, making me shiver. “Let’s head back,” I remarked when we were finished playing with the baseball. The others agreed. We packed up our trash and put it in the receptacles and loaded the remaining food into bags, and headed out of the park. At the park entrance, we all went our separate ways. Since Cooper and I lived close to each other, we continued on together. 

“You’re not really bothered by your mom’s rock reunion, are you, Theo?” Cooper asked as we walked along Main Street. 

“No, not really. It’s just—I don’t know. I’ve always known Mom had a past as a rock singer in a band and never thought much of it. I mean, they weren’t famous or anything.”

“They did release an album, though?” Cooper asked. 

“How did you know about that?”

“My mom told me,” he said. “Mom really liked the band and wanted to be part of it, but never got up the courage to ask to join. I think she just wanted to be a backup singer.”

“I didn’t know that,” I remarked. “I didn’t know your mom could sing.”

Cooper nodded. “She likes music, but Dad doesn’t always like it playing in the house either. Sometimes when he’s away, Mom cranks up the radio. I know what you mean about embarrassing,” he added with a grin. “The parents aren’t supposed to be cool; we’re the cool ones.”

We came to the corner when I turned off and Cooper went straight towards his house. “See you tomorrow at school,” I said. “We've got that project for Mr. Cameron’s class due the week after next, remember? We were going to go to the library next Sunday afternoon, after you treated me to lunch at Pizza Pizzazz,” I remarked, looking sideways at Cooper.

“Hey, I never promised to buy you lunch, bro,” he muttered. “But yeah, we can meet at the Pizzazz. Noon next Sunday?”

“Sounds good,” I said as I turned and headed home. Mom’s car was in the driveway when I got there. She was home early from work. She worked at the local radio station as a program director. She recently got hired by the new station manager, Ronny Rafferty, who himself was a former rock musician. 

“Oh, Theo, you’re home,” Aunt Lilith remarked as I went in the back door into the kitchen. She was single and had lived with us since my dad had died in the line of duty a few years ago. She was Mom’s older sister and was a bit of a free spirit and liked to write poetry and stuff like that. 

“They said you were the smarter sister,” I quipped, and she batted me playfully on the arm. 

“Well, we’re glad you’re home. Your mom just got home,” she remarked as I put my backpack down on the kitchen chair. “She has a favour to ask of you, Theo. She’s on the phone right now.”

“What’s up, bro?” I asked my younger brother, Oliver, as I sat down across from him. He was seated at the table eating his dinner. Oliver was 12 and was ‘special needs’, which just meant he went to a different school than me because he had hearing problems and learning difficulties. He looked up at me and smiled. 

Mom came into the room at that moment. “Oh, Theo, good, you’re home.”

I giggled, and Aunt Lilith just glared at me.

“I need to ask you a favour, Theo. You know, my old rock band is coming to town tomorrow for a benefit concert next Saturday.”

“Yes, I know, Mom,” I said.

“How would you like to be a roadie for the concert?”

“A—what?” I remarked. “What’s a ‘roadie’?”

Mom sat down next to me. “One of my bandmates, Jasmine Jones, is bringing her son, Finn. He’s a year older than you, and he’ll be working backstage, you know, setting up the equipment and lighting for the show. He could use some help. What do you think?”

“Um, well, sure, Mom,” I said. “But my friends were going to be at the concert. I wanted to hang out with them.”

“Once the concert starts, you can be with them in the audience. But before and after, I need you to help Finn with the equipment. Maybe Cooper, Xander, and Jayden could help you. I’ll pay you all, of course.”

“Well, if you put it that way, we’ll do it, sure,” I remarked. “Let me go and call the guys to ask them; they should be home by now,” I said, getting up from the table and grabbing my phone. I headed
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