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    Reviews from Sacred Places Around the World


    “...the ruins, mountains, sanctuaries, lost cities, and pilgrimage routes held sacred around the world.” (Book Passage 1/2000)


    “For each site, Brad Olsen provides historical background, a description of the site and its special features, and directions for getting there.” (Theology Digest Summer, 2000)


    “(Readers) will thrill to the wonderful history and the vibrations of the world’s sacred healing places.” (East & West 2/2000)


    “Sites that emanate the energy of sacred spots.” (The Sunday Times 1/2000)


    “Sacred sites (to) the ruins, sanctuaries, mountains, lost cities, temples, and pilgrimage routes of ancient civilizations.” (San Francisco Chronicle 1/2000)


    “Many sacred places are now bustling tourist and pilgrimage destinations. But no crowd or souvenir shop can stand in the way of a traveler with great intentions and zero expectations.” (Spirituality & Health Summer, 2000)


    “Unleash your imagination by going on a mystical journey. Brad Olsen gives his take on some of the most amazing and unexplained spots on the globe—including the underwater ruins of Bimini, which seems to point the way to the Lost City of Atlantis. You can choose to take an armchair pilgrimage (the book is a fascinating read) or follow his tips on how to travel to these powerful sites yourself.” ( Mode 7/2000)


    “Should you be inspired to make a pilgrimage of your own, you might want to pick up a copy of Brad Olsen’s guide to the world’s sacred places. Olsen’s marvelous drawings and mysterious maps enhance a package that is as bizarre as it is wonderfully accessible. The historical data and metaphysical ruminations make it an intriguing read. So pick a mystical corner of the world, be it Mount Shasta, Delphi or Borobudur, and plan out a pilgrimage real or imagined among the Tungus shamans of Siberian Russia, the ghosts of Mohenjo-daro, the Muslim faithful at the Grand Mosque in Mecca, and more.” (San Francisco Examiner 1/2000)

  


  
    


    Reviews from Sacred Places North America


    “An interesting book for both the armchair and the adventurous traveler, this (book) is recommended.” ( Library Journal 4/2003)


    “The book is filled with fascinating archeological, geological, and historical material. These 108 sacred places in the United States, Canada, and Hawaii offer ample opportunity for questing by spiritual seekers.” ( Spirituality & Health 3/2003)


    “A revealing, useful, and enthusiastically recommended guide for the vacationer seeking to fulfill their spiritual as well as their recreational yearnings.” ( Midwest Book Review 2/2003)


    “World traveler Brad Olsen has compiled a book that documents 108 destination spots for ‘feeling the energy’ of our spiritual historical roots. Pilgrimage is one way we can find ourselves and this book will provide a guide.” ( Twin Cities Wellness 3/2003)


    “The book’s chapters correspond to ten regional sections of the U.S. and Canada, which are further subdivided into specific U.S. States and Canadian provinces. No less than 38 of the 50 United States are revealed to contain sacred sites—some of which are very public and easy to access, such as the House of David in Michigan, and some of which are more obscure, like Shiprock, ‘the stand-alone neck of an ancient volcano core’ in New Mexico. But never fear: Olsen provides lucid and detailed directions, as well as tantalizing and historically well-informed essay-portraits, for each destination. The book is also peppered with excellent maps, illustrations, and photos.” ( Fearless Books 2/2003)


    “For travelers who prefer destinations with spirit … juxtaposing local folklore and Native American legend with scientific theories to provide context.” ( Orlando Sentinel 2/2003)


    “It’s an odd lot, the places that have a way of touching your heart: mountains and homesteads, caves and monasteries, lakes and pathways. Author Brad Olsen has recognized that variety in this bringing together of 108 places that stir the soul. Many of the destinations mentioned come as no surprise in a collection of the hallowed: Ohio’s Serpent Mound, Wyoming’s Yellowstone, Colorado’s Mesa Verde, for instance. But other entries serve as a delightful reminder that there is room in our hearts to expand the definition of sacred: Massachusetts’ Walden Pond, Michigan’s House of David, and Tennessee’s (and Elvis’) Graceland, for instance.” ( Chicago Tribune 4/2003)


    “Olsen maps out obscure destinations brimming with intrigue and history, places where you will not have to fight thousands of tourists. You’ll find lots of maps, drawings and photos. It’s a travel guide for the individualist.” ( Ashley Tribune 3/2003)

  


  
    


    ALSO BY BRAD OLSEN


    
      Sacred Places Around the World: 108 Destinations

    


    
      2004

    


    
      Sacred Places North America: 108 Destinations

    


    
      2003

    


    
      World Stompers: A Global Travel Manifesto

    


    
      2001

    


    
      In Search of Adventure: A Wild Travel Anthology

    


    
      1999

    


    
      Extreme Adventures Northern California

    


    
      1997

    


    
      Extreme Adventures Hawaii

    


    
      1997

    


    
      The Dating System used in this text is based upon the modern method of using Before Current Era (BCE) instead of Before Christ (B.C.), and Current Era (CE) rather than “in the year of the Lord” anno Domini (A.D.). Those unfamiliar with this dating system should take note that 1 B.C. is the same as 1BCE and everything then counts backward just the same. Similarly, 1A.D. is 1CE with all the years counting forward to the present, or Current Era. To assist in universal understanding, all measurements of length, distance, area, weight, and volume are listed both in the old British standard and the metric system.

    

  


  
    


    AUTHOR’S KARMA STATEMENT


    
      If the Success or Failure of this Planet,

    


    
      and of Human Beings,

    


    
      Depended on How I Am and What I Do;

    


    
      How Would I Be? What Would I Do?

    


    
      —Buckminster Fuller

    


    Conversations with Europeans on the subject of sacred places all seem to follow a similar pattern. First they’d like to know “what exactly is a sacred place?” I point out some obvious worldwide examples: the Great Pyramids, Angkor Wat, Stonehenge, and the Maltese temples. When I try to describe one or two sites in the vicinity where we are having the conversation they almost always respond with a head nodding affirmative: “ahhh yes, I know now what you mean.”


    I got the idea for this “Author’s Karma Statement” entry along the Tagus River in Lisbon, Portugal. Just an hour ago, while developing my recent photos from the last month of travel, I met a clerk named Regina at Extracolor Fotográficos, a person who has seen a lot of photographic images in her life. After the opening salvos on the subject of sacred places, I told her of the Portuguese sites I had in mind visiting: Évora, Fátima, Braga, and then over the border to Santiago, Spain. “Ahhh, si,” Regina nodded affirmatively. Unprompted, she related in English some of the sacred sites she knew about in the region. She gave me the directions to a pirate’s grotto near Lisbon, a few off-the-beaten-path megaliths near Évora, and something else that seemed peculiar. Regina told me about a popular photograph she develops rather frequently, featuring ambiguous images of the sky. The random shots of the firmament are all taken at Fátima, the famous vision site of the Blessed Virgin Mother in central Portugal. All the photos are taken under the supervision of a priest, along with a large dose of faith. Most of the sky photos Regina has developed revealed absolutely nothing, but a few show a figure of some kind. She could not describe the Fátima sky figure much better than saying it was a constant image, seemed to be of a light origin, and only appeared in a few of the photographs. What is peculiar is that none of the people who took the photos saw anything with the naked eye, yet different cameras, with different lenses, at different times registered a similar image!


    I told Regina I had a similar picture of my own published in the color insert pages of Sacred Places Around the World: 108 Destinations. The photo shows the front row of Vietnamese high priests in the Cao Dai temple with blue colored light images around their bodies. She recognized the similarity to the Fátima figures as we both nodded in agreement. We both understood that there can be strange manifestations at sacred sites. I paid Regina for my photos, she said she’d buy my book, and I told her I’d be back in a week with my new photos of Portugal and western Spain for her to develop. She gave me some coupons so I would return. Of course, I would. For me, it is more than just giving her my business, it is sharing with her a mutual and profound travel experience.


    This kind of completely arbitrary encounter is what gives travel its edge. Without random acts of kindness, my trip would have been rather bland. I am grateful to people like Regina, and my older established friends in Europe, all of whom share with me a passion for travel. New acquaintances often took me to locations I never knew existed. Older friends made sure I had a good time, put me up, and showed me their photo albums to offer new suggestions. It should be noted that I am happy to respond in kindness to their travel requests whenever they visit San Francisco. New acquaintances and older European friends truly assisted me in a crucial way to make this book project happen. Over the course of several trips, many European friends became deeply interested in my book project and went out of their way to assist me. I dedicate this book to all my friends, both old and new.


    [image: ]

    The massive "Monument to the Discoveries" overlooks the Tagus River at Belém. Leading the group stands Prince Henry the Navigator. It was opened to the public in 1960, replacing a temporary model that was erected for the 1940 Exhibition of the Portuguese World.


    
      The sharing of knowledge should be universal.

    


    As I write this passage, I am facing Lisbon’s Rio Tejo, known in ancient times as the “Port of Gaul.” The Portuguese certainly understood the importance of sharing knowledge. Even under the less than altruistic motives of military conquest, resource exploitation, or colonization, information was still being distributed. Literature was published, maps drawn, commodities traded, new languages taught and customs learned, all with the belief in the importance of sharing knowledge. From nearby Belém sailed the galleons of Henry the Navigator, Vasco de Gama, and many other explorers harking from the “Age of Discovery.” Remnants of the worldwide Portuguese empire exist today in the former colonies of Macau near Hong Kong and Goa India, along with the countries of Angola and Mozambique in Africa. Today, more native Portuguese speakers reside in Brazil than all the rest of the world combined.


    Creating these guide books is my way of sharing information. I feel I lead a blessed life for having the opportunity to do what I love to do. I give thanks everyday. My aim is to visit as many sacred sites as I can, whether or not I write them up or draw them into my map books.


    [image: ]

    This is my earliest drawn map of European sacred places. It emphasizes the Saint Michael's Line spanning across the continent to the Holy Land in present-day Israel.


    Do I reveal every sacred place I discover? No. As much as I believe in sharing information, I also believe there is a zone of communal privacy that should be respected. I believe there are some sensitive locations that need not be disclosed to the general public. Therefore all the places I describe in my books are open to all, usually a major landmark or UNESCO World Heritage Site, and certainly an integral part of our human legacy.


    Visiting sacred sites should be regarded at the very least as an educational field trip. This can be the most inspiring, intellectual, and spiritual experience of one’s life. It should go without mention, but please be very respectful at sacred places. Whisper or avoid speaking, remove litter instead of creating it, and never deface a monument or take anything away. Everyone who arrives after us will appreciate the compliment. It is likely that visitors to a sacred site will take some photos or video, explore the general area, and leave with some interesting stories to tell. This can be your own way of sharing knowledge. Tell your friends and loved ones about your experience. Host a slide show party. Encourage them to make a trip of their own. Similar to sailors of a bygone era setting off to ports unknown, be open to your own experiences and take in as much as you possibly can! These are interesting times in which we find ourselves. The value of sacred sites has never meant so much to all of us. Love them like they are your own.


    Yours in Mutual Explorations,


    
      —Brad Olsen
    


    
      Lisbon, Portugal
    


    
      August 24th, 2004
    

  


  
    


    FOREWORD BY MARTIN GRAY


    Places of Peace and Power in Europe


    
      Every continent has its own spirit of place. Every people is polarized in some particular locality, which is home, the homeland. Different places on the face of the earth have different vital effluence, different vibration, different chemical exhalations, different polarity with different stars: call it what you like, but the spirit of place is a great reality.

    


    
      —D. H. Lawrence

    


    Since the dawn of civilization people have visited, venerated and used sacred places. This is certainly the case in Europe, where from at least 4500BCE a mysterious people began erecting stone temples and celestial observatories. Known as the megalithic culture (meaning “great stone”), its' sages positioned various types of stone structures at particular places on the land. Where, and what, were those places? They are places of power and they are located everywhere upon the earth. What makes these places of power, what is the nature of their powers, and where specifically are they located in Europe? These are the fascinating subjects you will find well discussed in this book.


    Some 25 years ago I began a serious study of the sacred sites and pilgrimage traditions of the world. My travels to those places took me to more than 100 countries and 1,000 holy places. The second region of my long pilgrimage was Europe. For nearly a year I bicycled through a dozen countries in order to visit and photograph hundreds of power places and sacred sites of the different European cultures. It was a wonderful journey, full of learning, and during it I began to understand the nature of the power places. For a number of reasons there are particular sites that have a special energy, a charged field, a sense of another realm. These places, first discovered in the long-ago megalithic era, were used and reused by a constant succession of other cultures, including the Celts, the Romans and the Christians.


    Each of these different cultures often used the very same locations for their religious structures as had the cultures before them. One on top of another, different people built various types of structures to use the powers of those places. Those powers were extraordinary and they brought many benefits to the pilgrims who visited them. There were places of healing, places where oracular visions might occur, places of wisdom, peace and love. That is precisely why our ancestors honored these places. And the various types of structures they erected at the power places were intended to gather, concentrate and radiate the powers of the places. The megalithic people built earthen chambered mounds and stone rings; the Romans great temples with elegant white columns; and the Christians their cathedrals soaring to the heavens.


    A fascinating, though little known, fact about the megalithic structures is that nearly all of them were positioned to indicate particular celestial objects and their cycles of movement over many years. Gazing at the stars and the sun, the moon and the planets, our ancestors became the first real astronomers of deep antiquity. From their solar observations they determined those periods in the year known as the solstices and the equinoxes. These are the times when the sun is furthest north or south, and two times a year when it is at the midpoint of the sky. Archaic people, ignorant of the findings of contemporary science, interpreted celestial objects and their movements as being the actions of the gods and goddesses. Over uncounted millennia sun gods, moon goddesses and star deities appeared all throughout the world. To understand these sky beings far, far back in prehistoric times, Europe is a very good region to explore. At many sacred sites in that area you will find an unbroken tradition of use stretching back 5,000 years or more.


    How would I suggest you approach and experience these places of power? For me, a parallel journey through the mythology, history and folklore of the holy sites is a wonderful way to begin. In this study you will come to notice a similarity of character, or persona type between the ancient mythic beings and those deities of later cultures. Those beings lived at the same places and did much the same things. Healing springs of the great mother became sacred springs of the pagan goddess Brigid, which then became, in Christian times, the holy springs of Saint Brigitte. You may still visit these sites today. Traveling to them, especially in Europe is quite easy; there are buses going nearly everywhere and you can also hitch a ride with safety. Accommodations, often in quaint cottages and small hostels, are also plentiful. The food is delicious and the people friendly. I suggest you go upon a pilgrimage, for you will be happy you have done so.


    [image: ]

    Croagh Patrick in Ireland is the perfect example of a pagan festival site that changed emphasis to a medieval pilgrimage location with the coming of Christianity to the Emerald Isle.


    What can these places do for us today? Besides the particular energetic frequency found at each site, be it for healing or vision or empowerment, is there another effect, something even larger than our own personal experience? Yes, there is. In every country of the world there are a growing number of people participating in the evolution of consciousness and the betterment of the world. We are becoming united, across national borders, unhindered by languages, as a family of love. The more you travel, the more you will find people like you everywhere.


    This phenomenon will bring joy to your heart while encouraging you to live life to its fullest. Therefore, to gain a measure of power and healing and wisdom from the ancient holy places, go upon a pilgrimage. Such a spiritual journey will make your passage through life all the more beautiful.


    
      —Martin Gray
    


    
      SacredSites.com & MagicPlanet.org
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    Sometimes shopping at sacred sites can be just as enjoyable as the visit. These icons are representative of the priceless objects that can be found inside Russia's famous Sergiev Posad monastery.

  


  
    


    INTRODUCTION TO THE EUROPEAN CONTINENT


    
      When you go in peace, when you move in peace, exist in peace, the mind is still, the soul serene, and the heart is tranquil; and you move in harmony with the rhythm of the spheres, partake of the sense of oneness of all that is, and realize the connection between yourself and the divine.

    


    
      —Pythagoras

    


    Due to its wide appeal, the European continent offers something for everyone. Europe is especially ideal for travelers seeking adventurous destinations in close proximity. Begin a first-time European adventure in Ireland or Great Britain, where English is spoken. The British Isles are filled with ancient history and history in the making—more crop circles appear every summer in southern England than in any other place in the world. Plan a visit during July or August when the crop circle season is in full bloom.


    Mainland Europe can sometimes seem like a world apart. Hundreds of individual cultures and languages remain crammed together in Europe, each taking on unique characteristics that have evolved throughout time. Travelers from large homogenous countries like Canada, Australia, and the United States are routinely amazed at how quickly everything can change in such a very short distance. From the earliest cave painters to modern-day artists, Europe remains a treasure-trove of diverse Western culture featuring a dazzling array of beautiful sacred places.


    Neolithic Foundation


    Although Europe was host to earlier Paleolithic cave artists and Mesolithic hunting tribes, the continent reached a pinnacle of prehistoric sophistication during the Neolithic Era. The engineering techniques of the late Stone Age still puzzle modern experts. The most common Neolithic monument is the dolmen, consisting of two portals with side and end stones, creating a single large chamber. The portals are usually pronounced and the chamber is roofed by a cap-stone, usually an enormous slab of rock. Dolmens are frequently found on hillsides and usually feature an easterly orientation to capture the rising sun. Sometimes dolmen structures are accentuated by large, single standing stones called menhirs. The menhir may stand alone as a sighting stone or part of a long row, or processional avenue, of erect standing stones.


    Another ingenious invention of the late Stone Age is the henge. The Neolithic henge is a round ritual enclosure made of earthen mounds, wooded structures, or standing stones surrounded by an outside ditch. The most famous henge is Stonehenge, located in southern England. The modern science of archaeoastronomy has demonstrated that Neolithic henges served an astronomical purpose, and may well have been the source of our “sciences” to observe the heavens and predict the seasons. Our Neolithic ancestors made the profound realization that the world was also a vast clock. Rotations of time, like the circular henge, were viewed as cyclical. Winter thawed into spring, which warmed into summer. Then summer surrendered to cool autumn, until the first freeze of winter descended and the cycle renewed itself. Knowledge of the heavens kept time with the earth. The sun dependably marked off sequential time as it made its yearly march across the sky and back again. Capturing the predictability of the sun, moon phases, and star sightings within the henge was perhaps the greatest advancement of knowledge for prehistoric people.


    The Neolithic Era flourished from 3300BCE until 2000BCE. The sphere of influence stretched from the tiny Maltese archipelago in the Mediterranean Sea, around the Atlantic coastlines of Spain, Portugal, France, Holland, Germany, and north into the British Isles and Scandinavia. Because the megalithic architecture is usually located near the ocean or a waterway, it can be surmised that the Neolithic people were skillful mariners. They were also prolific stone carvers. Lending credibility to the theory of cultural diffusion, via watercraft travel, distinctive spiral carvings repeat as a pattern throughout Neolithic Europe. The dolmen structure design is also universal. Unfortunately, most of the dolmens of Europe have lost their original covering of smaller stones—called cairns. What usually remains is the skeleton of the structure, the dolmen. The slowly-eroding forces of nature took far less of a toll on the Neolithic monuments than the early Christians did, who superstitiously viewed the monuments as work of the devil. What could be carted off or destroyed almost always was. The sheer size of the enormous stones used in Neolithic architecture became their only saving grace.
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    European Pilgrimage


    The European continent has long been a crossroad for countless generations of wanderers and mystics. From a Paleolithic artist painting animals in European caves, to the rise of indigenous pagan rituals and eventually the monotheistic faith of Christianity, European paths became the interchange for Western cultures and religions. A select group of historians believe that Jesus Christ himself traveled from the Holy Land to Glastonbury, England with his merchant uncle, Saint Joseph of Arimathea. This would have been when the pagan Roman and Celtic religions ruled the land. After Christianity swept the continent a few centuries later, pilgrim routes converged on sacred cathedrals all across Europe.


    The earliest form of non-warfare travel in Europe was pilgrimage. The Church encouraged its adherents to take a pilgrimage as penitence or as a spiritualized form of extradition. The goal of a pilgrimage was to view holy relics and thereby receive heavenly rewards. Medieval pilgrims believed that praying in front of a reliquary containing the body part of a saint would persuade that particular saint to intercede with God on their behalf. The medieval pilgrim also believed that by visiting a famous place of pilgrimage a faithful individual could be cured of an ailment, come into closer contact with the divine, or even be exonerated for a crime committed in the past. The most important place of Christian pilgrimage was Jerusalem, located in present-day Israel. As is the case today, travel to that part of the world was unpredictable and at most times unsafe. It was better to stay in Europe, or one’s own home country, and receive equal rewards. The most famous European pilgrimage was along the Compostela Route bisecting France and northern Spain. Another popular road was to Rome where the Pope presided. But many other lesser known pilgrimage destinations are scattered across Europe.


    The golden age of medieval pilgrimage was not to last. The Reformation period of the 16th century was a time of intense fearfulness for both Protestants and Catholics. There were violent repudiations of the past, bitter condemnations, the terror of heresy due to doctrinal deviation, an obsession with hell, and a hyperactive awareness of personal sin. It was a period of extreme anxiety and anguish. It pitted countryman against countryman. Lines were drawn all across the European continent. Many great works of art were destroyed. Priceless church frescoes were whitewashed over to protest the “idolatry” of saint worship. Yet after the terrible years of the Reformation a new kind of society was beginning to emerge, one based on reason, technology, and science. Europeans blossomed beyond their own continent and began to colonize and influence the rest of the world.


    With the advent of international sea travel a new type of pilgrimage emerged. Riding along with the merchant ships to faraway ports were the priests and ministers, who sought to convert “heathen” nonbelievers. The Puritans of Britain and Holland crossed the Atlantic to settle in New England. Jesuit missionaries traveled even farther: the Spanish Francis Xavier (1506-1552) converted thousands in India and Japan, Matteo Ricci (1552-1610) evangelized China, and Robert de Nobili (1577-1656) took the Gospel deep into the jungles of India. The Jesuits also conducted widespread missionary work in Africa, other parts of Asia, and North and South America. Since the Jesuits were (and are still today) headed by a “superior general” in Rome, they encouraged their newly converted brethren to make a pilgrimage there, to the holy city of the Pope. Suddenly, European pilgrimage redefined itself and has since included parishioners from the nearly 100 nations where the Jesuits established their schools and monasteries.
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    Travel Evolution


    Whether conscious or not, the human spirit tends to follow the same paths long venerated by our ancestors. Travel is food for the soul, especially when those trips help us grow. Journeys to sacred places open our minds to the world around us, our collective history, the cosmos above, and to each other. The openness to regenerate oneself at a sacred site can be the first step. When we arrive at a spiritual destination, we find ourselves closer to our own individual reality, not only in time, but in space. Something magical happens that triggers an unconscious memory. To learn about sacred places is to learn about ourselves.


    
      Sacred places help us to understand our own existence and the universe around us.

    


    Ancient wisdom combined with recent scientific discoveries help transform the way we attune ourselves at sacred places. By understanding our relationship with the cosmos we can comprehend the eternal rhythms of nature and the very order of existence. The old maxim “as above, so below” might also mean “once ancient, now modern.” For example, consider how modern crop circles have profound similarities with ancient stone circles. Both emit high frequencies of ultrasound that include healing properties to all living things. Hundreds of people have reported spontaneous healings at newly created crop circles. Such is the case at ancient stone circles, standing stones, and earthen rings. The universe appears vastly complicated, yet also very simple. Scientists tell us there are at least 13 dimensions surrounding us, but in our limited capacity we can only perceive three. Just because something is invisible to the naked eye doesn’t mean the space is void.


    Ley Lines


    The concept of ley paths appear in this book for several reasons. Many Europeans, especially those with progressive beliefs, can visualize the earth as being surrounded by energy lines connecting it to the universe. Indeed, the concept of planetary energy flows was first articulated by Europeans: the “gaia hypothesis” as developed by the ancient Greeks, ley lines as described by Englishman Sir Alfred Watkins, and the noosphere or “mind layer” as advanced by Frenchman Teilhard de Chardín. A similar concept developed by the modern residents of Damanhur, Italy describe “Synchronic Lines,” or energy rivers, that can modify events and carry ideas, thoughts, moods, and intentions, thereby influencing all living creatures.


    Finally, it appears that almost all sacred sites worldwide are linked together by the planetary grid of energy lines. The precise placement of sacred sites is no accident. Whether very old like Stonehenge or the Great Pyramids, or contemporary like Damanhur or the crop circle phenomenon, the very location of these sacred sites is now considered as energy acupuncture points on the face of the earth. In Europe, it is apparent that successive shrines, temples, churches, cathedrals, and monuments were built on intersecting ley lines. Morphogenic resonance predicts that where certain practices are routinely continued, they become imbued with a force field and a certain “spirit” then resides at the location. Hence, the earliest prehistoric shrines were adopted by European pagans, which in turn were replaced by the churches and cathedrals of Christianity.


    Geomancy is the art of divining earth energy and detecting ley lines. Modern geomancers describe two kinds of electromagnetic energy lines that the earth uses as part of its nervous system. The first is a straight line, or “yang” line, which intersects the planet much like the latitude and longitude lines on a globe. The second type is curvilinear, or a “yin” line, which resemble the twists and turns of the natural environment. Geomancers have discovered that most of the sacred sites in Europe are built upon the intersection of yang lines. Where three or more yang lines cross, one can almost always find a sacred well, place of pilgrimage, cathedral, temple, or Neolithic stone circle. It is believed by geomancers that where yin lines cross, there is an accumulation of negative energy. People staying for an extended period of time over intersecting yin lines can feel nauseous or worn down. However, there is really no such thing as good or bad energy lines. They are all part of the same system of the earth’s regenerating living power.


    In the 1920s, the aforementioned Alfred Watkins coined the term “ley lines” in his book entitled The Old Straight Track. Watkins discovered a huge grid of flowing energy lines connecting ancient sites, pathways, and geographic markers (mounds, holy wells, ponds, depressions in hills, etc.) all over southern England, primarily in Herefordshire. Some of these ley lines, Watkins noted, dated from the Neolithic period and they denoted the location of Britain’s many churches, shrines, villages, and town squares. Although called lines, Watkins and other geomancers began to perceive these lines as three dimensional, similar to tubes. Sometimes the lines would interact and combine with stronger vortex energy.


    The World We Live In


    We are not only the custodians of the priceless monuments of antiquity, but we are also guardians of the planet. Because humans are living longer than ever before, the world population grows by 80 million people per year. In the early 21st century, people over 60 years old now make up a whopping one-third of the population, as opposed to a mere 10 percent in 1995. France alone has over 8,000 centennials (those over 100 years old), expected to swell over 150,000 by the middle of the 21st century.


    The burgeoning human population is taking its toll on the animal kingdom. Today, about one-quarter of the planet’s mammal species and one-eighth of all known bird species face extinction. Something close to 90% of all commercial fish stocks are gone, verging on total collapse in the coming decades. The atmosphere is suffering too. The current content of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is higher than it has been in 160,000 years. This data is from the strata of melting ice chunks breaking off from the polar ice caps at an alarming pace due to global warming. Also troubling is the warming of the planet’s oceans, creating atmospheric instability and fierce weather patterns. Some call the new era we are entering the “Age of Storms.”


    Despite planetary growing pains, human civilization in the 21st century is defined by diversity and duality. One-fifth of the world’s population is Chinese, another fifth Muslim. A hundred million are homeless children living in extreme poverty. There are over 10,000 spoken languages. Yet, around 95 percent of the global population believes in some form of God. In essence, many believe that all religions of the world are valid, as each one shares a unique insight into the divine. This communing of humans with the “oneness” of the universe has led to the building of countless places of worship around the world. Some of the European sacred places described in this book are especially relevant only to Catholics. Some are “universal” sites recognized as holy by all religious persuasions. About half are ancient pagan sites worshipped in the time before Christ. Some are museums, World Heritage Sites, national parks, or tourist destinations on private land. Some are fenced off and can only be viewed from a distance. Nevertheless, as we collectively ascend from polarity consciousness into unity consciousness, the relevance of these spiritual sites become even more profound.
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    GREAT BRITAIN


    
      When Britain first, at heaven’s command,
    


    
      Arose from out the azure main,
    


    
      This was the charter of the land,
    


    
      And guardian angels sung this strain:
    


    
      ‘Rule, Britannia, rule the waves;
    


    
      Britons never will be slaves.’
    


    
      —James Thompson
    


    The first people to cross the English Channel and settle in Briton were small bands of hunters from Europe. This initial migration took place around 4000BCE; however, little remains of these earliest arrivals. Another wave of immigrants came around 3000BCE, bringing with them basic stone tools and a mysterious new religion. This religion focused on the sacred henge—a circular megalithic structure constructed of either wood or stone. There are seven known timber temples and about 3,000 stone circles throughout Britain from this era, most located in southwestern England. These Stone Age monuments, including the awesome Stonehenge, served as religious meeting centers, as well as astronomical observatories. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​


    The next great influx of culture began with the Celts, who introduced the skill of using bronze and iron. Their unique artistry and designs never went away, becoming a source of inspiration to the Romans and early Christians. In addition, the Celts brought diverse languages, which can still be heard today in Wales (Brythonic), and Ireland and Scotland (Gaelic).


    In 43 CE, the Romans crossed the English Channel to rule Britannia for 370 years. The Roman legacy still exists through some of their old roads and structures. Located just south of the Scottish border the 71-mile (115-km) long Hadrian’s Wall extends across the country. The wall began construction in 122 CE, under Emperor Hadrian, in order to protect Roman territory in Britain from the Picts—a fierce pagan tribe that has long inspired Scottish freedom fighters.


    Afterwards, Christianity arrived in the third century CE with a new Germanic immigration, filling the vacuum left by the Romans. These Germanic tribes called themselves the English.


    After a period of relative calm, the next invaders came between the 7th to 10th centuries. The brutal Vikings from Scandinavia were a purely pagan people who briefly ruled various parts of the country. To ensure richness in the next life, several Viking kings were buried inside their ships on eastern British beaches. The relics excavated there are some of the finest that survive today.


    Taking advantage of a fractured nation, the Normans of France crossed the channel and conquered England in 1066. The Normans were descendants of Normandy Vikings who had certain allies in the country. Incidentally, they were the last invading foreigners to ever successfully conquer Britain. The Normans established the feudal system which divided Britain into small territories. Imposing castles were constructed all over the country for individual protection of autonomous kingdoms. Eventually the Normans, like all the invaders before them, assimilated as Christians and helped define British society.


    During the Middle Ages, numerous power struggles took place between English kings, overseas nations, and small dynasties. Henry VII became the first Tudor king. Great cathedrals were constructed, and the Bible was translated into English. The 16th century became a golden age; Shakespeare wrote his plays, Francis Bacon laid the foundations for modern science, and the European powers explored the planet. The British were especially good at colonization and they soon became extremely rich through their global trading network. The foundation of an English or British Empire began in 1649 when Oliver Cromwell assumed dictatorial powers and modernized the army and navy.


    The Empire was at its height in 1770 when France ceded all of their colonies in Canada and all but two trading stations in India. Also at this time Captain Cook sailed the world and claimed Australia and several other new colonies for the Crown. A decade later the Industrial Revolution began in Britain. Soon, Midland country towns became industrial cities. When Queen Victoria took the throne ​in 1837, Britain was the greatest power in the world. Factories were set up around the globe, all linked by its dominating fleet of ships. This virtual monopoly on world trade made the United Kingdom enormously wealthy, and literally thousands of monuments, palaces, and stately buildings were constructed worldwide as a testament to this period. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
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​

    ENGLAND


    Many argue that there is no greater concentration of sacred sites in one place than southwestern England. Here can be found ancient megaliths, henges, barrows, stone circles, mounds, holy wells, dolmens, chalk geoglyphs, and many famous cathedrals. Although Stonehenge captures the world’s attention, the larger complex at Avebury is equally fascinating. Unfortunately, many stones at Avebury (and many other prehistoric sites in Europe) were destroyed by Christian fundamentalists, who misinterpreted the Druidic religion with devil worship. Recent discoveries at West Kennet Long Barrow associate this monument with worship of the Great Goddess. Although hundreds of Neolithic sites exist in England, some of the best known and most accessible are the Boscawen-un, Rollright Stones, Hurlers, and Cheesewring stone circles, Lanyon Quoit and Trethevy Quoit dolmens, and the holy Madron Well. In northern England notable sites include Castlerigg Circle in Cumbria, and Long Meg and Her Daughters.
​

    Avebury


    The assorted monuments around the small village of Avebury are among the most important Neolithic ruins in England. They include Europe’s tallest artificial hill, the skeleton of a monumental stone circle much like Stonehenge, several underground passage chambers, and the remnants of two 1.5-mile (2.4-km) long stone avenues. One menhir-lined avenue reaches out southeast and terminates in another stone circle called the Sanctuary. Viewed from above, the Sanctuary circle on Overton Hill and the avenue leading to it resemble a serpent. The Avebury monuments were not just a concentration of elaborate ruins, but also a prehistoric staging ground for seasonal rituals and courting dramas. An underground stream, two rivers, and a bubbling spring were also part of the ritual-religious structure. Depending on the season and festival at hand, each ritual moved from location to location during the course of a year. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
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    An 18th century map depicts stone avenues connecting Avebury henge to other important ritual sites in the countryside.


    
      The Neolithic monument surrounding Avebury village is the largest and greatest stone circle in the world.

    


    The scale of the Avebury henge is breathtaking. Covering 28 acres (11.3 hectares), the henge is defined by a boundary ditch 50 feet (15m) deep, which runs between two high banks. The original henge once contained 100 massive standing stones, of which only 27 remain. Much later, the village of Avebury expanded inside the henge, conflicting with its unique structure and design. However, after many centuries, this foundation has continued to endure along with other religious sites in the area. This includes another major Neolithic monument—Stonehenge—which lies 17 miles (26km) due south on the Salisbury Plain.


    Perhaps the most extraordinary monument near Avebury is Silbury Hill—the largest artificial mound in England. Most archaeologists agree its shape was chosen because it resembles a pregnant goddess. Her mound is the womb, 130 feet (40m) high and measuring more than 550 feet (165m) in diameter. The rest of her body is defined by a water-filled moat suggesting she is squatting, ready to give birth and complete the life cycle. From her head to her thigh, the Mother measures almost 1,400 feet (420m). On the flat top of the mound, fertility rituals were likely performed to ensure the longevity of the tribe. Built by hand thousands of years ago, Silbury Hill was put together in sections of chalk-mud, much like a pyramid. Centuries after its construction, a Viking bride was laid to rest just below the summit. In 1723, these remains were discovered and led archaeologists to believe Silbury Hill was intended as a burial mound. This view has changed in modern times.
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    Avebury village is within the famous henge.


    Two powerful ley lines intersect underneath the hill, producing a node of very strong energy. Some of the first contemporary crop circles were discovered near Silbury Hill, and continue to manifest nearby on a regular basis. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​


    The greater Avebury region includes many unique gems from the Neolithic ritual staging area. The West Kennet Long Barrow is England’s largest prehistoric passage chamber, extending 340 feet (104m) in length. The Devil’s Chair is a huge stone that was one of the few carved megaliths to survive the near-destruction of Avebury by the Puritans in the 17th and 18th centuries. Windmill Hill is a causeway camp built in 3350BCE before Avebury was constructed. The main sites of Avebury proper, including the Processional Avenue, the Sanctuary, Avebury Henge, Silbury Hill and several long barrows are all within a few miles of each other. The surrounding countryside makes for splendid hiking and discovery. Many mysteries remain, but certainly Avebury was a known center of intense religious activity in prehistoric times.
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    Silbury Hill was likely a symbolic effigy of the Great Goddess Mother. At this site several fertility rituals were performed over the course of a year.


    Getting to Avebury


    The mighty Neolithic ruins of Avebury are located on the beautiful rolling downs of southwestern England, near Bristol. Avebury is on the A31, 9 miles (15km) south of Swindon and the M4. From Salisbury the #5 bus to Swindon passes through Avebury several times daily. Avebury was once linked by a sacred track to Glastonbury, which is now a narrow country highway.
​

    Canterbury


    The intellectual and emotional lives of the English changed in the 11th and 12th centuries. Until then almost everything in their lives were inspired and directed by the Church in Rome. By offering pilgrims another destination Canterbury became the catalyst for that change, and Rome would have a heavy hand in its early development. The traveling churchman Anselm came from Aosta, Italy, via Normandy, to become Archbishop of Canterbury. Next was Lanfranc, who made an almost identical journey, but started from Pavia. It is almost inconceivable today to imagine two consecutive archbishops of Canterbury being Italian. Today the cathedral is a potent symbol of England’s independence from Rome.


    The Canterbury Cathedral we see today is one of the oldest and most famous Christian structures in Great Britain. Part of the building dates back to Roman times, but most of it was ruined during the Saxon reign. Lanfranc, the first Norman archbishop, oversaw most of the construction in the 11th century. ​After the Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1539 it became the Cathedral of the Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury. Since then it has housed the bishop of highest rank (Primate) in England, who is leader of the Church of England. Not only is the cathedral the mother church of the Diocese of Canterbury (east Kent), it is also the focus for all Anglican churches worldwide. The Archbishop of Canterbury, religious head of the Church of England, has no formal authority outside that country; however, he is the recognized symbolic head for the worldwide communion. Among the other primates, he is primus inter pares, or “first among equals.” If the Archbishop of Canterbury is compared with other religious leaders, such as the Pope, it is only because the media has elevated him as a prominent figurehead. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​


    
      Aspects of the Canterbury Cathedral span the lifetime of Christianity in England.

    


    Critical to the history of Canterbury was the murder of Thomas Becket. He was killed inside the Cathedral by four knights of King Henry II in December, 1170—the second of four murdered archbishops. The crime brought its own revenge. Becket was revered by the faithful throughout Europe as a martyr and canonized by Alexander in 1173. The next year, in the midst of the Revolt of 1173-1174, Henry II humbled himself to do public penance at the tomb of his enemy. It remained one of the most popular places of pilgrimage in England until it was destroyed in the 16th century Dissolution of the Monasteries by King Henry VIII. The income from pilgrims visiting the Becket shrine, which was regarded as a place of healing, largely paid for the subsequent reconstruction of the Cathedral and its associated buildings.


    Canterbury was the central focus of one of the greatest works of medieval literature—Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. The collection of stories features several tales, each told by a different character as they pilgrimage to Canterbury. In fact, the word “canter” came into the English language from the pace of the horses headed there, called the “Canterbury gallop.” Characters include a pardoner, who sells papal indulgences, and a Franklin, who relates an account involving standing stones. The tales highlight the challenges of 14th century pilgrims as they make their way to Canterbury to visit the shrine of Saint Thomas à Becket. The beloved shrine was removed by King Henry VIII when he broke with Rome and subsequently established the independent Church of England. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
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    Becket’s shrine containing the "holy blissful martyr" was one of the busiest pilgrimage destinations in medieval Europe.


    Getting to Canterbury


    Canterbury is an exit along the main A2 Highway from London to Dover. Canterbury is about 45 miles (72km) from the junction with the M25 London orbital motorway, and 61 miles (98km) from central London. The other main road through Canterbury is the A28 from Ashford to Ramsgate and Margate. A bus service leaves hourly to and from Victoria Coach Station. The bus trip from London typically takes about two hours. The formidable cathedral is easy to locate on the east end of Canterbury.
​

    crop circles


    Despite decades of research and inquiry, the origin and purpose of genuine crop circles remains completely unknown. Although scientists have tried to come up with logical explanations for the phenomena—including random atmospheric whirlwinds or teams of hoaxers, who somehow defy gravity and leave behind no footprints—the fact is crop circles remain a modern day unsolved mystery. Unfortunately, the groups who should be giving us answers, namely government-appointed scientists from the U.S. and U.K., spend more resources debunking crop circles than investigating them with unbiased intent. Having the media ignore the phenomenon or report every crop circle as a hoax is not a tenable explanation. Hopefully the leaders of world governments and major media outlets will soon realize that humanity does not need to be protected from the existence of mysterious phenomena.


    The worldwide phenomenon known as crop circles first came to the world’s attention sometime in the mid-1980s. Although hoaxers claimed to have started the phenomenon in 1978, the circles have been around much longer. Their origins are first recorded in the 17th century, have appeared in dozens of countries, but it is in southern England that they occur at their most spectacular and their most frequent. Beginning in the spring of 1990, the patterns of English crop circles changed dramatically. From simple geometric shapes they have evolved into elaborate and complex designs. The patterns frequently feature multiple circles with key-shaped, or otherwise abstract-shaped objects, protruding from a center point. Some of the newer crop circles measure 420 feet (126m) across, much larger than a football field.


    England is not the only country to receive this natural phenomenon, nor is it only a contemporary occurrence. Over 10,000 formations have been cataloged worldwide in nearly 50 countries. The large geometric designs appear mostly in mature fields of planted crops—over 100 have been reported in Japanese rice fields alone. An English journal entry from 1678 reports the first known crop circle. Many U.K. farmers recall simple circles appearing on their farmland for generations. Dozens of English eyewitnesses describe crop circles forming in a matter ​of seconds as far back as 1890. Other word-of-mouth testimonies spanning several centuries acknowledge similar phenomena occurring on mainland Europe. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​


    
      Some believe genuine crop circles materialize in order to direct information into the earth’s subtle energy grid. The patterns thus enable people who visit them to become inspired and achieve their highest potential.

    


    Hoaxed crop circles are easy to spot because the stalks get trampled and broken. Genuine crop circles appear flattened and intricately interwoven in a near instant, yet none of the stalks are bruised or broken. The anomalous features of genuine crop circles continue to defy human explanation or replication. Some of the best clues are within the plants themselves: their stems are lightly burned around the base, the bend is about an inch above the soil, and their cellular structure is altered. What’s more, the electrical discharge that creates genuine crop circles escapes through the plant via small “explosion cavities” in the stem joints, leaving behind yet more tantalizing clues. Groundwater evaporates immediately following a crop circle formation, and the local electromagnetic field of the surrounding area is discernibly altered. Geomancers and dowsers detect long-lasting energy patterns, not to mention the measured effects on the human biological field. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
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    Although a worldwide phenomenon, southern Britain receives by far the most amount of crop circle formations every year.


    Eyewitness accounts describe the formations materializing within seconds, usually accompanied by strange lights, crackling sounds, and debilitating or enhancing energy fields. Farmers usually report hearing a low humming noise on the nights they materialize. Their appearance is usually accompanied by military helicopters, which apparently can track their electromagnetic movements on radar. Videotaped footage shot in broad daylight shows small, metallic-like balls of bright white light quickly maneuvering in and around the crop fields just before a pattern emerges. The weightless objects clearly move with purpose and intelligence.


    A leading researcher, U.S. biophysicist Dr. W. Ievengood, measured both magnetic and microwave energy effects involved in the circle-making process. Shortly after a formation occurs, compasses placed in the center of a circle will spin randomly. Interestingly, the whole pattern process seems to interact with the human mind. Some of the symbols reflect ancient patterns derived from the Celtic religion, Hopi culture, hieroglyphics, Eskimo petroglyphs, and Tibetan thankas. Patterns featuring modern discoveries depict recent DNA discoveries, musical ratio scales, elaborate faces that appear extraterrestrial, and the ever-popular fractals of chaos theory, which display a mathematical precision that appears to be beyond the realms of human capacity.


    New research suggests that sound may be one of the energy sources capable of creating genuine crop circles. It may seem farfetched to think sound waves could render a plant flexible enough to bend, intertwine, and then lie down by applying firm and gentile pressure. Combine this process with the complexity of enormous patterns precisely arranged by sound, or more exactly ultrasound, and one part of the puzzle begins to emerge. Scientists know ultrasound applied at very high frequencies can be directed at physical elements and make their molecules move. This requires frequencies in the high MHz range, such as those detected for decades inside crop circles. If sound is one of the formative principles behind these formations, it is not surprising that crop circles leave such a profound impression on those who are receptive to their tune. Tens of thousands of people who have come into contact with crop circles have taken away with them a more positive view of the world and the cosmos above.


    Getting to the crop circles of England


    Genuine crop circles often manifest within short distances from known sacred sites in England, especially Neolithic sites. Most crop circles appear in the southwestern Wiltshire and Hampshire regions, with Stonehenge as the apparent center of activity. From this book, follow directions to Stonehenge and the Salisbury Plain, or Avebury. The Silent Circle information center and cafe at Cherhill Wiltshire, close to megalithic Avebury, is a good place to start. Crop circle season starts in late spring and ends in the autumn when the fields are harvested by farmers. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​

    geoglyphs


    From the earliest recorded time humans have felt an intrinsic need to artistically create sacred images. Animals, either mythical or real, were common themes in prehistory. Sometimes the subject matter was a larger-than-life chieftain or a supernatural being with tremendous powers. Other times abstract or straight lines were represented. Subjects or symbols that seemed larger than life were created with a magical totem quality in mind. If the ground could be scraped away to reveal a different mineral content or rock color it could serve as a marking board. Ritual locations for the living would not be far away.


    A “geoglyph” is an artistic rendering, on a massive scale, carved onto the landscape of the earth’s surface. Most prolific in Europe are the white chalk geoglyphs of southern England. The majority of experts believe these large-scale carvings had associated religious meanings. By marking the landscape, these images could evoke power and dreams for a clan of people. It is likely they denoted the location of special ritual places used by the ancient dwellers. Some researchers believe they were simply commissioned decorations for the edification of a wealthy noble. Others attribute them to mythical beasts that supposedly roamed the English countryside. Whatever they were created for, and whoever carved them, their purpose remains a mystery. Also a mystery is why crop circles regularly appear in farmer fields near geoglyphs.


    
      The geoglyphs of southern England mostly represent white horses, but some are clearly male figures. Others may be mythical beasts.

    


    Scattered throughout southern England are at least 56 known hill figures cut into the abundant chalk downlands. The most famous of these is the White Horse of Uffington on the Berkshire downs, Oxfordshire. The White Horse of Uffington is 365 feet (111m) wide at its longest point. It is carved into the chalky side of a hill near the ruins of the Uffington Castle. The abstract silhouette of a horse in motion is similar in design to those found on Celtic coins. Most experts believe the Uffington geoglyph is the work of Iron Age Celts, carved around the year 100BCE. Ask a local and they might say it represents a dragon, drawn in homage to Saint ​George, who supposedly killed one on a neighboring hill many centuries ago. Another theory is the lord of the Uffington Castle commissioned the design based on the Celtic goddess Epona, who is usually depicted with horse features. In the neighboring Wiltshire region are a dozen other white horse carvings etched onto the hillsides. All are carefully preserved, but some are located on private land and may be inaccessible. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
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    The Bratton Horse is just below the defensive ramparts of an ancient Celtic hilltop fort.


    The origins of the Long Man of Wilmington, or the Wilmington Giant, remain unknown. The figure may be Roman, Bronze Age, or even depict King Harold from the 11th century. One theory speculates that the Giant was cut for amusement by the monks from the priory in Wilmington village. This theory is supported by the Cerne Abbas Giant, which also had a religious house at its base. Other than amusement, it has been suggested that the monks constructed the Wilmington Giant either because they were heretical, part of a secret occult society, or they were inscribing the image of a pilgrim. Going further back in time, another theory suggests the Giant represents the Anglo-Saxon hero Beowulf, fighting Grendel with a spear in each hand. Regardless of its true origins, the Long Man of Wilmington is a sight to behold, appearing 226-feet (68-m) high on Windover Hill’s 28° slope. The Giant is one of the largest such representations of a man anywhere in the world, being second only to the Giant Of Attacama in Chile, which stands 393 feet (118m) high.
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    Horses and giant men constitute the most famous geoglyphs of southern England.


    Cerne Abbas is another massive geoglyph with unknown origins. The earliest record of the giant is mentioned in a text from 1694 and there is a very tenuous reference to the giant in a 13th century manuscript, which supports its antiquity. For centuries, the giant hosted


    Getting to the geoglyphs of England


    

    ​

    Glastonbury


    

    

    
      Glastonbury has been a recognized religious center since pre-Christian times.

    


    

    

    

    

    

    Getting to Glastonbury


    ​

    Lindisfarne


    

    
      Little remains of the Lindisfarne monastic settlement on Holy Island. It became an easy target for marauding Vikings two centuries after it was founded.

    


    

    

    

    

    Getting to Lindisfarne


    

    ​

    Liverpool


    

    
      The Beatles have been dubbed “The Sons of Liverpool,” but most of us know them as the most popular rock group of all time.

    


    

    

    

    Getting to the Beatles’ Liverpool


    ​

    stone circles


    

    

    

    
      The stone circles of Europe represent a prehistoric culture brimming with great skill and energy, plus a profound understanding of our solar system.

    


    

    

    

    

    

    

    Getting to Britain’s important stone circles


    ​

    Stonehenge


    

    
      Stonehenge is the most famous prehistoric megalith in Europe. As one of humanity’s greatest monuments, Stonehenge functioned as a sophisticated astronomical observatory, a precise calendar, as well as a religious gathering centre.

    


    

    

    

    

    

    

    Getting to Stonehenge


    ​

    SCOTLAND


    

    

    ​

    Callanish


    

    
      Outside the Callanish circle, several rows lead away from the monument, indicating the four cardinal compass points.

    


    

    

    

    

    

    Getting to Callanish


    ​

    Iona


    

    
      Iona is regarded as a holy island, where many famous illuminated manuscripts were created.

    


    

    

    

    

    

    Getting to Iona


    ​

    Rosslyn


    

    

    

    
      The Rosslyn Chapel is associated with many legends. Speculating on what lies beneath it only enhances its lore.

    


    

    

    

    

    Getting to Rosslyn


    ​

    Skara Brae


    

    

    

    

    
      The area around Skara Brae holds many prehistoric structures in the British Isles, from stone circles to still intact Neolithic houses and mound tombs.

    


    

    

    

    Getting to Skara Brae


    ​

    WALES


    ​

    Saint Winifred’s Well


    

    

    
      Saint Winifred’s Well, also called the “Lourdes of Wales,” has long been known for its healing and renewal qualities.

    


    

    

    

    Getting to Saint Winifred’s Well
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