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This is a work of fiction. All events,
locations, institutions, themes, persons, characters and plot are
completely fictional. Any resemblance to places or persons, living
or deceased, are purely coincidental.












Logline: The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air Meets
Clueless.

















 


Screenplay Basics











If you’ve never read a screenplay before, don’t
worry. I’m going to walk you through some of the terminology used
in a movie script.

FADE IN: –
The opening line of every screenplay. It tells the reader what
they’re looking at in the opening scene.

INT. –
Short for Interior. This heading is used to describe action in
scenes going on indoors.

EXT. –
Short for Exterior. This heading is used to describe action in
scenes going on outdoors.

Both of these headings usually
start at the top of a SLUG
LINE.

SLUG LINE – The sentence at the beginning of a
scene that tells the reader where the scene is and what time it’s
happening. Some examples of slug lines are:

INT. DESMOND MANOR– MORNING

This scene is inside Desmond Manor and it’s in the
morning. However, if she goes into another room in the apartment
like the–

KITCHEN

A shorter slug line can be used since the action is
still taking place inside the apartment. And if she decides to step
outside later–

EXT. 14th STREET – NIGHT

A new slug line will tell the
reader the action is taking place on 14th Street at night.

MAJOR CHARACTER names like NIKKI DESMOND are written
in ALL CAPITALS when they are first introduced and in dialogue
headings. Basic English grammar applies for all story paragraphs
and the descriptions of minor characters like extras. An example of
this is:

Sitting quietly between an NIKKI DESMOND and CANDICE
COLLINS are two fat kids.

The Nikki and Candice are major characters; the fat
kids are minor characters.

INSERT –
The camera moves from the main action to a shot of something
relevant to the story. Usually inserts are pictures of objects like
clocks or action going on a TV screen or computer
monitor.

CUT TO: –
The camera moves away from the main story to another shot rapidly
then back to the main action.

POV – Used
to show us what goes on in the eyes of the character. We see what
the character is seeing.

BACK TO –
Used to transition from an insert or a cut back to the main
action.

MOVING –
This is usually used to describe action in cars, planes and other
vehicles.

BRRRING! The phone RINGS. KA–BOOM! The bomb
EXPLODES. CRUNCH! He takes a fist to the jaw! SOUND EFFECTS are
always CAPITALIZED.

PARENTHESES (Wrylies) – These are simple stage directions placed under a
section of dialogue for the actor. These are used only when
absolutely necessary. Actors hate it when there are too many
wrylies in a script. It’s not the writer’s job to tell actors how
to act!

VOICE OVER (V.O.) – Usually placed under a section of dialogue to
describe when someone is speaking off screen.

MONTAGE –
A series of quick scenes that move the story forward. Usually
montages are set to music onscreen. They often show time passing or
transition from one story sequence to another.

DISSOLVE TO: – Used when one scene fades into another. Dissolves are
another way of transitioning between two scenes to move the story
forward, but like wrylies dissolves are used when absolutely
necessary. It’s the director’s choice where these are placed in the
final film, not the writer.

No matter how the story is written, all screenplays
end with:

FADE OUT:

THE END
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FADE IN:

EXT. METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF
ART – MORNING 1992

A New York center of art and culture on Manhattan’s
Fifth Avenue. Tourists take pictures, vendors sell franks, sodas,
and pretzels as–

A top of the line charter bus pulls up in front of
the grand building. MS. DUNCAN, 38, a polished professional
African-American teacher in a crisp business suit gets off the bus
and smiles proudly as–

Her disciplined class gets off the bus single file
dressed in polished loafers, crisp gray slacks, starched white
shirts, and crested blue blazers. The girls wear tartan kilts.
These kids are money, the sons and daughters of power players. Her
smile twists into a scowl as–

NIKKI DESMOND, 16, takes her time getting off the
bus chatting on a cell phone. A rich spoiled sista with a style all
her own, she stands out from the crowd by wearing a red Church hat
with her uniform. Nikki is so focused on her conversation she
doesn’t notice–

NIKKI

Yeah. We’re right outside the museum now Shelley. I
know. We’re not too far from the Madison Avenue shops. Maybe once
the trip is over we’ll get free time and be able to go
shopping–

An annoyed Ms. Duncan standing behind her. Nikki
doesn’t get a chance to finish the thought before–

SNATCH! Ms. Duncan takes the phone from her.

MS. DUNCAN

Shelley, Nikki will call you back.

Ms. Duncan hits end and puts the phone in her purse.
Nikki is pissed.

NIKKI

Hey! Ms. Duncan–

MS.DUNCAN

You’ll get your phone back when we get back
upstate.

NIKKI

But it was an important call–

MS. DUNCAN

If it’s more important than my class you can tell
Dean Myers about it.

Ms. Duncan does a headcount. A resigned Nikki pouts
and gets in line as–

MARCUS BRENT, 16, a cute young brother with a sense
of humor notices a–

yellow school
bus

Pulling up behind their charter and calls out to his
classmates–

MARCUS

Yo! Cheese bus alert!

The kids laugh. Nikki huffs a sigh and rolls her
eyes.

NIKKI

Just what we need. Poor kids. I hope they don’t
embarrass themselves.

MARCUS

Just be cool Nikki. You know Ms. Duncan has you in
her sights.

NIKKI

How much worse could it get Marcus? Another
detention, more cafeteria duty? I swear, ever since I got into this
school Ms. Duncan has been trying to get me kicked out of it–

MARCUS

Still, you should chill. She’s got your phone–

Nikki opens her Louis Vuitton backpack and
smiles.

NIKKI

But I’ve still got my Discman. You have your Janet
Jackson CD’s?

Marcus opens up his bag and shows Nikki–

MARCUS

Control and Rhythm Nation.

NIKKI

Cool.

Nikki a searches the bottom of her backpack for her
Discman while–

A FEW YARDS
AWAY

A tired public school teacher in rumpled suit
shuffles off the school bus followed by a small group of rowdy
teens wearing jeans and sneakers. The last off the bus, LATANYA
JENKINS, 16, a round the way girl with a bad attitude sighs and
rolls her eyes as–

BACK TO MS. DUNCAN’S
CLASS

Nikki catches a glance of–

Latanya

As she’s putting the CD in her Discman. Nikki huffs
a sigh and Latanya–

Is about to go off. Her friend, LATOYA JONES, 16,
tries to diffuse the situation.

LATANYA

What is that heifer looking at?

LATOYA

Latanya, chill. Don’t start nothing–

LATANYA

Nah Toya, you ain’t see how that private school
heifer in the red hat looked at me! If she wants to start something
we could do this–

LATOYA

Latanya, you don’t want to get suspended again–

LATANYA

Nah, you let that bougie heifer look over here one
more time. I’ma give her something to look at.

Latoya tries to calm Latanya down. Across the
sidewalk–

The private school kids head into–

INT. METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF
ART – LOBBY MORNING

A large open space with fine art on display. Nikki
lags behind her classmates trying to put her Discman back in her
bag as–

The Public school kids walk in. Nikki struggling to
get her headphones on, bumps into a seething Latanya.

NIKKI

Sorry.

LATANYA

You about to be.

WHAP! Nikki gets punched in the face by Latanya.
THUD! Nikki hits the floor and–

Her Discman spills out of her backpack. Blood pours
from Nikki’s nose as–

She loses it. She charges Latanya and tackles her to
the floor while–

Ms. Duncan

Picks up Nikki’s Discman. Meanwhile–

Tourists, patrons and students go wild watching the
catfight. Nikki has a handful of Latanya’s hair when–

Security guards hurry over to break it up. Ms.
Duncan snatches Nikki out of their grasp and glares at her.

MS. DUNCAN

You just couldn’t stop.

NIKKI

She started it–

MS. DUNCAN

(Shows Nikki her Discman)

You wouldn’t have bumped into her if you weren’t
listening to this.

STUDENT

OHHHHHH SNAP! BUSTED!!!!

Ms. Duncan grabs Nikki’s blazer and glares at her
intensely before going ghetto–

MS. DUNCAN

I’ma make sure your Momma’s money doesn’t get you
out of this one.

An angry Ms. Duncan glares at the other students
before demanding–

MS. DUNCAN

ALRIGHT EVERYONE GET ON THE BUS. NOW!

Ms. Duncan pulls Nikki by her blazer collar and
leads her out of the museum back on to the–

INT. CHARTER BUS –
AFTERNOON

Plush and luxurious. Ms. Duncan shoves Nikki in the
seat next to her as–

Kids huff sighs and scowl at her as they pile back
on the bus. The last to board, Marcus hands Nikki a tissue for her
bloody nose. It’s a tense ride back to–

EXT. PREMINGTON ACADEMY –
EVENING

A top boarding school in upstate New York. Inside
the–

INT. DEAN’S OFFICE –
EVENING

Nikki in her rumpled uniform sits somberly in front
of the desk of DEAN MYERS, 58, a stuffy Black intellectual. He
glares at Nikki’s red Church hat, cell phone
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