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BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY has been under attack for many years now. There are far too many unbelievers involved in the field and they do not want that archaeological sub field overshadowing the people who also lived in the region.

––––––––
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THE ISRAELITES WERE not the first group of people, but their lives intersect with the Biblical figures and have become a part of biblical archaeology whether anyone likes it or not. If it was not for the Bible, then no one would be interested in those groups of people nor would they invest so much money into digging up the many different sites that populate the promised Land.
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THOSE ‘OTHER’ GROUPS of people would be like the Mayan, the Aryans, the Germanic tribes, holding little interest of the modern archaeologist and scholar. While discoveries are made of these other nation’s historical people, they do not bring debate, religious discussion or large wholesale changes to the understanding of any religious book like biblical archaeology does for the Bible.
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THAT IS WHERE THE BIBLICAL archaeologist comes in. He or she must must not let the influence of the unbelieving professional scholar or archaeologist to hide the truth of what occurred in the past. 

––––––––
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IF BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY is to have a future then the biblical archaeologist must stand with God and let the world know that the Bible is not wrong. It is said that archaeology and biblical archaeology does not prove the Bible true, yet that is exactly what those fields of research are doing as are many other research fields.
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THE BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGIST has some heavy responsibilities they have to shoulder if they want the truth to be told. They must point out the errors of those who do not accept the biblical record and set those mistakes straight.
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IT IS NOT AN EASY TASK because there is so much opposition to the Bible, the biblical record and the truth. In the following chapters the reality of both archaeology and biblical archaeology are shown. For the most part both fields of research are bind to the past as they lack specific information talking about historical events, cities, civilizations and people.
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ALSO, IF BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY has a future, then it must separate itself from secular influence and redesign the field to follow God’s admonitions, after all there are not escape clauses in God’s word. Biblical archaeologists need to follow God’s instructions over the instructions of secular science and archaeology.
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ONE OF THE MAIN PROBLEMS in this endeavor is that so many biblical archaeologists claim to be Christian yet their words, their theories and their conclusions only create confusion and lead many people away from the truthfulness of the Bible and its contents.
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THIS ATTITUDE IS SEEN in a variety of sectors in biblical archaeology as it is currently practiced. The locations of cities, the debates over who wrote the books of the Bible tend to undermine the faith of the normal Christian. As do the discussions on key issues like illiteracy or different key pieces of evidence which are re-dated to fit the accepted thinking of scholars and archaeologists.
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THE DIFFERENT CHAPTERS in this book take on a wide variety of topics to help the biblical archaeologist get on the right track and find some courage. They are not to please man but God even in this field of research.
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THE ARGUMENTS OF THOSE who do not believe are built on silence while God’s word piles up pieces of physical evidence after physical evidence. It is only the assumptions, the conjecture, the leaps to conclusions and the hypothesis of the unbelieving archaeologist that claims the Bible to be in error.
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NEITHER ARCHAEOLOGY nor biblical archaeology make such claims. That is why it is up to the biblical archaeologist to take up the mantle and keep spreading the truth about the past.
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THE UNBELIEVING SCHOLAR or archaeologist won’t do it. The verse ‘so let your light shine before men’ applies to the biblical archaeologist even as they participate in their chosen career. That light cannot shine if the biblical archaeologist is following the lead of the deceived, blind and lost unbelieving professional archaeologist or biblical scholar.
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IT MAY HAVE BECOME apparent that the term biblical archaeologist is being used equal with the term true Christian. That is because that is what a biblical archaeologist should be. He or she should be a true believer in God and his word. 
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THAT IS THE ONLY WAY the truth of the past will come out and the only way the biblical archaeologist will find the truth. As Jesus said, the unbelieving world does not have the Spirit of Truth helping them only the follower of him.
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IF THE BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGIST wants the truth, then they need to be true believers and there is no other goal in biblical archaeology than to find the truth. Anything less does not help people or their faith.
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THERE IS A FUTURE FOR biblical archaeology but it is up to the decision of the biblical archaeologist if that future will be honest, fruitful, constructive and bring the truth. The faith of the people, in some ways, count on them to fulfill those duties.

––––––––
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AS JESUS SAID, ‘FEED my sheep’. That charge lies upon the shoulders of the biblical archaeologist as it does on the Christian preacher.
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What is the Future of Biblical Archaeology
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ITS A GOOD QUESTION
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IN HIS ARTICLE DISTINGUISHED Lecture in Archaeology: Communication and the future of American Archaeology Jeremy A. Sabloff posed a similar question but framed it in the words ‘Will American archaeology survive in the twenty-first century?’ 
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HIS ANSWER TO HIS OWN question was of course it will. He was not so sure about his second question will it continue to thrive...? (#1). They are two very important questions Christians and Biblical archaeologists need to ask about biblical archaeology.
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I ASK THE QUESTION not because biblical archaeology is being attacked by unbelievers on a constant basis nor for the fact that it is slow to produce the physical results many believers want to see in order to continue in their faith.
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DUE TO THE LIMITATIONS of archaeology, both secular and biblical, as well as the lack of Christian archaeologists, Biblical Archaeology can only uncover so much. There must be a lot of patience when one wants to get more facts and information about our past.
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THE QUESTION WHAT IS the future of biblical archaeology is a serious one for Bible believers because that field is not over flowing with Christians digging up evidence proving the Bible true.
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INSTEAD IT IS FILLED with a majority of professionals who do not believe in either God or Jesus. Their work is influenced by their unbelief and that can pose a danger to biblical archaeology and the discoveries it uncovers.
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[image: image]


WHY SHOULD ANYONE CARE about ancient Israel

––––––––
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AN ARCHAEOLOGY PROFESSOR teaching a class in Near Eastern Archaeology was asked the question by one of her first-year students the following question:
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WHY DO WE CARE ABOUT the origins of this small group of people anyway (#2)?
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THAT QUESTION WORKS hand in hand with the question what is the future of Biblical Archaeology. It reveals a mindset that biblical archaeologists are going to have to overcome if they want to have their work make an impact in the lives of young church adults, the church itself and the unbelieving world around them.
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A LOT OF PEOPLE DO not care about the history of modern-day Israel, they do not care about the lives and practices of the ancient Israelites and the do not care about the Bible.
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IT IS GOING TO BE A delicate and complicated task for biblical archaeologists to take on as their audience may be shrinking faster than they would like. Biblical archaeologists are going to have to stop assuming that people are going to be a willing audience if they cannot instill an attitude in their listeners that has them caring about the biblical past.
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THAT STUDENT’S QUESTION goes hand in hand with a statement made 50 years ago by John Fritz and Fred Plog when they wrote, “We suggest that unless archaeologists find ways to make their research increasing relevant to the modern world, the modern world will find itself increasingly capable of getting along without archaeologists” (#3).
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WHILE THAT PAIR OF archaeologists may have been talking about archaeology in general, it aptly applies to biblical archaeology as well. Biblical archaeologists need to make sure that their research is relevant to the individuals in the church whereby the latter can see how the information actually applies to their lives.
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FAILURE TO DO THAT means that many believers may ignore what the biblical archaeologists are doing and move on to something they feel is more relevant and worthwhile.
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[image: image]


SOME OF THE PROBLEMS in Biblical Archaeology

––––––––
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IT IS THESE PROBLEMS that are helping the biblical archaeologists’ audience in turning off what the biblical archaeologist has to say. These problems have arisen throughout the years as attitudes in the field of Biblical Archaeology has changed.
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IN THE OLD DAYS STICKING to discovering information about events, civilizations and people of the Bible led early biblical archaeologists to great discoveries. One example of this is the civilization of the Hittites. For over 1800 years historians and biblical scholars thought the biblical authors made up that civilization.
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YET WITH PERSISTENCE and a lot of hard work, the Hittite civilization was finally proven to be a reality and in the ancient era the biblical authors had it in. The lack of physical evidence is not a problem that is undermining the work of biblical archaeologists.
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IT IS AN ONGOING ISSUE that has been dealt with because God said, ’the just shall live by faith’ & ‘faith pleases God’ (loose quote). While we can, are and will dig up physical evidence for different events, people and so on, our belief in Jesus is built on faith not physical evidence.
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PLUS, GOD IS NOT GOING to destroy what pleases him by overwhelming the world with physical evidence for everything recorded in the Bible. It is by faith that we are saved not physical evidence.
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ONE OF THE FIRST PROBLEMS that is influencing the field of Biblical Archaeology is the influence of unbelievers. Recently, Hershel Shanks the editor and founder of Biblical Archaeology Review retired and turned the control of his magazine over to an avowed atheist.
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THE CHANGE OF TONE in that magazine is already seen by some of the recent articles it has published since that change. This does not bode well for believers or those who look to BAR to be more independent in the ongoing archaeological debates and discussions between minimalists, maximalists, believers & unbelievers.
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THE NEXT PROBLEM THAT is influencing the field of Biblical Archaeology the wrong way is the growing number of people who either do not have any faith in God or have lost their faith because the field has not produced what they had hoped to find.
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TWO OF THE MORE WELL-known influences are Dr. William Dever and Dr. Bart Ehrman. Then, of course, there are a host of Jewish archaeologists who do not believe or accept the New Testament and their archaeological views are influenced by what they do or do not accept (#4).
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THE GROWING DISBELIEF alters the theories and explanations the biblical archaeologist reads, which in turn has some questioning the validity of the field of research as well as God and his authors.
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THE FINAL PROBLEM THAT will be discussed here is the one where the Christian archaeologist begin to contradict what the Bible says or promote theories or discoveries that do not coincide with the Biblical text. 

––––––––
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IN OTHER WORDS, THESE archaeologists are saying one thing and God is saying another. This takes its toll on the Christian and the non-Christian audience as well. If the Christian archaeologist does not agree with the Bible or stretches their theories and discoveries to make it seem like they agree with do yet do not in reality, then the audience begins to turn away from God and his word (#5).
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THESE ARE ONLY SOME of the problems that threaten the future of Biblical Archaeology. How long will the field survive and get the support of different nations and people if the very professionals who work in the field say something that God did not say?
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THESE PROBLEMS HAVE to be overcome if those hard working and honest biblical archaeologists are going to have their voice heard and the field to remain relevant to a modern generation.
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WHAT IS THE FUTURE of Biblical Archaeology

For the field of Biblical Archaeology to mean something changes have to be made. We read in the book of Acts that the new believers were of one mind and one heart (Acts 4:32).
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UNFORTUNATELY, THAT attitude has not made it successfully to the 21st century. There are many believing archaeologists who do not work well with each other and the reasons for that are many. 
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GOD IS NOT THE AUTHOR of confusion thus the biblical archaeologists must get on the same page so the field can avoid embarrassing moments like when the Ark of Noah was supposedly discovered in 2010 (#6).
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THIS ONE MIND HAS TO be centered around the truth. Sadly, so many Christian archaeologists have adopted the secular scientific rules and frame their work under the influence of the unbeliever instead of God’s word.
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JESUS SAID, ‘YE SHALL; know the truth’ and that the Spirit of truth is to guide the believer to that truth (John8:32 & 14:32ff). Secular scientific rules and methods avoid the truth in favor of asking questions, making up hypothesis among other attributes.
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SECULAR SCIENTIFIC guidance does not lead anyone to the truth because it does not have the Spirit of Truth guiding it. Instead it has the author of lies and deception as its leader. The believing scientist must avoid the influence of the secular scientific way or they are at risk of losing their faith as other scholars and biblical archaeologists have.
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ALSO, BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGISTS have to be careful about what historical documents they accept. Reading into inscriptions and accepting only one-sided arguments by a civilization’s enemies is not the way to get to the truth (#7).
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IT HAS TO BE REMEMBERED that most of the surviving historical documents were not written by Christians or following God or his Spirit of Truth. Their words must be analyzed in a
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