
[image: The ManServant Guide to Modern Chivalry: Every Woman’s Fantasies for the Men in Her Life, by Dalal Khajah and Josephine Wai Lin. Illustrations by Kine Andersen.]


[image: Image]



[image: Image]

[image: Image]




[image: The ManServant Guide to Modern Chivalry: Every Woman’s Fantasies for the Men in Her Life, Dalal Khajah & Josephine Wai Lin. Illustrations by Kine Andersen. Design by Jessica Hägg & Sadie Williams. Simon Element. New York | London | Toronto | Sydney | New Delhi.]




To our ManServants, for making our daydreams a reality
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INTRODUCTION

Hello, my lady. I’m here to fill your cup with rosé, massage your neck after a long day, and feed you fries as your manicure dries. Your burger is on the grill, just the way you like it. Don’t get up. I’ve already taken out the trash. And by the way—have I told you today how beautiful you are?
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Question: Why do these images make our ovaries explode? And why have we created a company called ManServants to offer chivalrous services to women?

Because we women are exhausted.

Right now, we’re running the world, and it’s about time, but it’s a lot. We crave reciprocity in this game to help carry the load that is life—a team player, a value-add, someone just as powerful as us.

Ladies of leisureI of today want to meet their match. The Mark Antony to their Cleopatra. The Jean-Paul Sartre to their Simone de Beauvoir. The Barack to their Michelle.

But how do we make this happen? What do we, elusive ladies of leisure, want, exactly?


	I. This book was written from a cis female gaze, but we also intend for “men” and “women” to be interpreted as performative roles that can be played by either gender.
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WHAT DO WOMEN REALLY WANT?

ManServants started as a joke, and then it became real. Back in 2014, “selfie” had just been added to the dictionary, and we released a promo video declaring “What Women Really Want,” featuring hot gentlemen catering to every whim and fancy. And it went viral. A quit-your-day-job-and-dedicate-yourself-full-time-to-being-Millennial-Madams kind of viral. This pivot into accidental entrepreneurship gave us front-row tickets to a social experiment of our own concoction and an antidote we needed to share with the world.

ManServants, the company, was born when we realized not all women liked a penis rubbing against their face for their last-hurrah-of-freedom fantasy. So we founded a company that trainsI and delivers dapper gentlemen to serve as party entertainment and fulfill our clients’ nonsexual fantasies. We began by asking our clients how they wanted to be treated. We didn’t realize at the time we were building the largest database of women’s nonsexual fantasies. (Okay, Google and the NSA have us beat, but our way sounds cooler.)

Our most surprising finding was that no one had really asked women what they wanted before. Male fantasies exist all around, but when it came to bachelorette parties and beyond, we realized our entertainment options were hand-me-down fantasies from men.

Even the Code of Chivalry, a medieval ideal for how to be a gentleman and respect women, was written by knights who had the gall not to consult a single dame.

It didn’t take long for us to notice we were onto something. The front-row seat a ManServant gets at one of our events is rare. They get to witness a group of women with lowered inhibitions doing whatever they want, declaring their love, checking in, and spilling confessions with every chug of prosecco. It’s not a pillow fight, but it’s a fantasy made real nonetheless.

We once had a ManServant describe this anthropological experience: “Don’t get me wrong, I hang out with girls, I’m comfortable with girls, but I had no idea…” (As women, we had a good idea of how our clients behave—it’s no knitting circle.) He was in awe. He had discovered the land of women.

So how did our ManServant get there? Did he perform some trick? A generic compliment? Nope. He achieved the ManServant state of mind. This transcendental state allows our clients to feel at ease in his presence; they don’t feel judged, so they reveal their true, sparkly natures. Their boundaries are respected, so they feel free to release themselves from accountability, responsibility, and all the other boring -ity words. A ManServant cuts through the surface pleasantries with a cake knife, transforming our clients into ladies of leisure.

It didn’t feel right to us to have this secret formula or charge a premium for it. With this manual, we hope to deliver all the lessons that have worked for us during our tenure of providing dream men. We hope that by sharing what has worked for us in the context of our company, we can give you the language to ask for what you want and know it’s what you deserve. Our definition of true success is that no amazing human settles for mediocrity ever again.


	I. Words like “servant” and “train” may trigger some people. When we use the word “training,” we’re referring to our prospective employees, and a training program is standard for onboarding. The term “servant” simply refers to someone in service of someone or something. Like our company name, it should be taken tongue in cheek.
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How to read this book

Our company caused a scene by flipping the script on traditional gender roles like a Freaky Friday. Through this live-action role-play come the lessons that fill these pages.


Exhibit A

Traditional Gender Roles
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Exhibit B

Gender Freaky Friday (i.e., our business)
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With this manual, you have the power to turn people into ManServants, spot ManServants, raise ManServants, or become a ManServant. Take and make it your own. Use irresponsibly.

Choose Your Own Adventure

While most of our clients are women, anyone can be a lady of leisure, and everyone has a ManServant within.
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Masculine and feminine energies live within each of us. Like yin-yang principles representing the dualities in life, one can’t exist without the other, but they aren’t static parts. Our parts are not static, either. Being able to tap into all sides makes us more complete humans.

Drop a Hint

We’ve got some lessons for the men in your life, too. Feel free to leave pages of this book open around the house when you want them to get the hint. We have sections for Cocktails, Photoshoot, Compliments, Self-Defense, and ManServant for a Day. You’re welcome, (wo)mankind.
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INTRODUCING the ManServant

In 2014, our version of a “dream man” was only that: a man who existed in our daydreams. He wasn’t real, so we, the Ladies of ManServants, made him up.

Locked away in our proverbial start-up garage, we went on a word hunt to see if a term came close to what we were looking for. Turns out one does, but philogynist, which is “a man who likes or admires women,” is too weird a word to use on the reg. There are, however, plenty of catchy words to signify a man who hates women, which include, but are not limited to: chauvinist, misogynist, sexist, woman-hater… Thank you, patriarchy.

The term “ManServant” has existed since the fourteenth century as an old-timey British phrase. Queen Victoria even had one at her beck and call by the name of John Brown. Their companionship aroused some suspicion, but who could blame a queen for appreciating a man who put her first? But here we’re talking about a different kind of ManServant—one for the modern woman, sans the powdered wig. It needed a makeover, and we were the ones at the drawing board.
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ManServants possess six attributes that make them ridiculously discerning, which are:

Emotional Intelligence

Charm

Wit

Feminism

Showmanship

Easy on the Eyes

Man•Serv•ant

/'man, sərvənt/ noun

A chivalrous gentleman at your nonsexual service. Used in a sentence: “Where’s my ManServant?”I


	I. An official definition from Urban Dictionary, so obviously it’s legit.
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