
OPPORTUNITIES

THE BRIGHT SIDE 

OF THE PANDEMIC

THE COMPANIES MOST BENEFITED BY 

COVID-19


Table of Contents

Title Page

OPPORTUNITIES THE BRIGHT SIDE OF THE PANDEMIC

"We are meeting wildlife species and their habitats that we were not before," Ben Embarek, from the Department of Nutrition and Food Safety at the World Health Organization (WHO)”,

"So, we have several new diseases linked to new contacts between previously unknown human viruses, bacteria, and parasites."

"This health disaster should serve as a wake-up alarm,"

"It is forbidden to breed, transport, or sell all species of wild animals from the date of the communication until the end of the national epidemic situation,"

"We see this as an opportunity to permanently end the maintenance, breeding, domestication, and use of wild animals, not only for food but also for traditional medicine,"

"But, being the largest market for wildlife products in the world, China can certainly lead the way.",

"In visits to nursing homes, they always noted the lack of basic protective equipment and the lack of screening tests for frontline workers and potentially infected residents,"

"The Point G hospital has an oxygen production unit,"

"The initial goal of our acknowledgment is to help hospitals manage patients with suspected or confirmed COVID-19 cases to ensure that they are welcomed and treated as best as possible under the circumstances, and to prevent further spread of the virus to patients. Patients or staff " | Says Shaukat Muttaqi, general coordinator in Iraq, where they helped hospitals in Mosul, Baghdad, and Erbil.

"Renewing our medical activities in areas already facing massive health needs is a top priority for MSF,"

"Activities related to COVID-19 require other resources, personnel, and materials in a situation where the international movement of people and goods has grown significantly, very difficult. Our teams work 24 hours a day to maintain our regular life-saving activities while responding to this new outbreak. "

"At a time when doctors from around the world are aiding the wounded and traumatized, rehabilitating hospitals and clinics, and distributing medicine and food, writers, artists and intellectuals must come together to 'restore the spirit.'
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INTRODUCTION

Although it sounds challenging to think that this whole situation can bring us something positive, it is correct. From raising awareness about planet earth and the damage, we have done it to valuing the simplest and most valuable things in life, such as a hug.

The year 2020 is one of disruption, disturbance, and innovation. Your mindset settles whether this is good or bad. I invite you to focus on the benefits, although I must admit that I am realistic, and it has taken me a bit of adjustment to focus only on the positive. There are more positives as we progress through the pandemic. We will be more prepared for the future due to accelerated transformation.

The transformation is an exponential change, not an incremental one. Let's focus on areas that most people have already identified as challenges or obstacles before the pandemic: digital workflow, education, travel (time and expenses), more productive meetings, innovation.

Companies, educational centers, social gatherings became virtual. Some already had plans, technology, and staff living that way. For them, the sudden pandemic was less disturbing than for those who might have thought of a virtual life as an option. Still, due to personal preferences or procrastination, they had not acted or prepared adequately. For many, social distancing was problematic and resulted in obstacles and delays in their lifestyle.

By the end of the summer of 2020, most will agree that things will be different in the future, and we are still establishing the new average daily. With that said, let's explore some of those exponential changes in more detail - their cause is fundamentally terrible news. But one of the surprising results of the coronavirus outbreak has been cleaner air and reduced emissions of gases that provide environmental change.
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CLIMATE BENEFIT

Unprecedented large-scale quarantines, a reduction in industrial production, and a dramatic decrease in the amount of motor vehicle traffic - all these factors are contributing to better air and water quality.

As countries went into quarantine for the virus, significant drops in contamination levels were recorded.

Big cities are the main culprits for air pollutant emissions, as an indirect result of COVID-19 security measures amid reduced industrial activity and fewer car trips.

Nitrogen dioxide concentrations (NO2, a toxic gas that severely pollutes the air) have dropped dramatically worldwide. For example, in Bergamo, Italy, the average concentration of NO2 for a week in March was 47 percent lower than in the related week in 2019. In Barcelona, the decrease approached 55 percent. Europe is not the only area to profit from cleaner air: the same phenomenon has been observed in China and the United States, among other countries.

Researchers in New York have also mentioned that, according to preliminary results, carbon monoxide - mainly produced by cars - was reduced by almost 50% compared to last year in that American city.

Available data indicate that efforts to improve air quality lead to rapid health improvements, as seen just one week after reducing exposure (Schraufnagel et al., 2019). For example, let us recall that the reduction in air pollution allowed the 2008 Olympic Games to be held in Beijing, resulting in a decrease in the values of inflammation biomarkers and an increase in birth weight among residents of the city.

Improving air quality brings with its significant economic benefits due to the reduction in diseases related to air pollution, which leads to savings in medical treatments and a lesser impact on labor productivity thanks to the decrease in the rate of sick leave. 

The socio-economic benefits of cleaner and cleaner air have been shown to outweigh the costs by at least 30/1 in the United States' specific case. In Europe's case, the ratio is at least 1/14 when applying stricter regulations (Amann, 2017 and Sullivan, 2018).

And with airlines canceling flights in droves and millions of people working from home, the trend is expected to follow this downward path.

This decrease in pollution serves as proof that, as a global society, we can make a big difference.

Good air quality not only has the advantage of potentially reducing the degree of vulnerability of individuals and communities to pandemics of the caliber of COVID-19 but also of generating far-reaching benefits for public health, general well-being, and resilience. 

By reducing air pollution levels, damage to crops, forests, ecology, and buildings also decreases. Additionally, it has been proposed to intensify efforts to combat climate change since atmospheric pollution and greenhouse gas emissions are closely related.

To maintain it, we must continue taking as a reference to the good customs that we adopt due to the pandemic:

Continue to ensure compliance with current regulations on air pollution during and after the COVID-19 crisis.

Develop general procedures to achieve air quality objectives, among other things, improving the integration of land use, transport, and environmental planning policies, articulating economic tools that allow responding to pollution caused by emissions from both stationary facilities and mobile sources, and optimizing both data collection methods and the quality of monitoring networks.

Channel financial support measures to public transport service providers to increase the quality and capacity of service provision (focusing on reducing people's crowding and improving the cleanliness of facilities).

Encourage companies to continue developing less polluting production methods, especially concerning emissions of pollutants into the atmosphere, and intensify the use of economic mechanisms and regulatory instruments that favor such advances.

Inform about the need to ensure adequate ventilation and improve air quality in closed spaces and homes during confinement, especially in geographic areas where winter is coming and depend on wood burning. 

After the COVID-19 crisis, it will be time to promote the spread of less polluting systems for cooking and producing heat, which will help us improve our resilience in the face of possible new epidemics.

In a similar case, Venice, Italy, residents noticed a vast improvement in the water quality of the famous canals throughout the city.

The canals of the popular tourist destination in northern Italy are empty amid the outbreak, allowing sediment to accumulate at the trenches' bottom.

The generally cloudy water has become so evident that fish can even be seen.

CHINA PIONEER OF CHANGE

The closure of factories and shops in China, together with the travel restrictions imposed to face the COVID-19 epidemic, has translated into a substantial drop in fossil fuel consumption in the Asian country.

And that has produced a drop of at least 25% in its carbon dioxide emissions, according to calculations by Lauri Myllyvirta of the Center for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA), based in the United States.

"The demand for electricity and industrial production (from China) remain well below their usual levels, according to various indicators," said Myllyvirta in an analysis published on the specialized portal Carbon Brief.

"This likely eliminated a quarter or more of the country's CO2 emissions in the two weeks following the Chinese New Year holiday, the season when activity would normally have resumed," the expert said at the time.

And for now, the trend has continued: Myllyvirta estimates that over the last three weeks, China emitted 150 million metric tons (MMT) of CO2 less than during the same period the previous year. To get an idea, 150 MMT is roughly the equivalent of all the carbon dioxide that New York City emits for a year.
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And a 25% reduction in China's emissions equates to a 6% reduction overall.

Although, for Myllyvirta, "the key question is whether the impacts will be sustained, or whether they will be offset or even reversed by China's response to the crisis."


ADVANTAGES OF USING RENEWABLE ENERGY

All this chaos that is occurring due to the surplus of crude and the new costs generated for its storage due to low demand can make the governments of countries where their economy depends on fossil energy see that they modify that perspective and They begin the migration to the consumption of clean fuels obtaining the following advantages:

Environmental


-  The main advantage is the practically zero emission of greenhouse gases (GHG) and other pollutants contributing to climate change.




-  They help reduce diseases related to pollution.




-  They do not need large amounts of water for their operation.




-  They reduce the need for extractive industries to the extent that the use of fossil fuels is avoided.




-  They do not create difficult-to-solve garbage problems, such as nuclear waste or slag disposal.




-  They can diminish the need for large-scale hydroelectric projects with the consequential effects of flooding and erosion.



Economical


-  Reduction of rates in electricity, water, and gas services.




-  Direct job creation (construction workers, developers, equipment manufacturers, designers, installers, financiers).




-  Indirect job creation (in agriculture, by expanding irrigation systems, livestock, and poultry, with the installation of electrified stables, commerce, and services).




-  For municipalities, reducing the cost of municipal electric energy services (public lighting, water pumping, and public buildings).



Social


-  The possibility of bringing electricity to remote communities and promoting the development of these communities.





THE POSSIBILITY OF AN UPTURN IN FOSSIL FUEL CONSUMPTION

Dominic Moran, Professor of Agricultural and Resource Economics at the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, is more optimistic about the possibility of a rebound in consumption.

"Some will say that the pent-up demand for goods will lead to rebound waste afterward," he told Britain's The Independent newspaper.

"But 20% of the world economy is slowly closing, one in five international flights is being canceled. And things are not continuing to be the same again," he ventured.

The key to this would be a possible change in behavior on the part of consumers worldwide, either due to the economic impact of the crisis or greater awareness.

"Any sustained impact on the use of fossil fuels would come from lower demand," explained Myllyvirta.

"If consumer demand is reduced, for example, due to unpaid wages during the crisis, then industrial production and the use of fossil fuels might not recover, even if the capacity exists," exemplifies the CREA analyst.

THE BENEFITS FOR WILD FAUNA

Free animals enjoying a world without humans: apart from the aquatic animals that are taking advantage of our confinement, animals such as bears in Latin America, monkeys in the streets of Thailand, wild boars in Barcelona, peacocks in Madrid, and goats have taken to the roads or farms. Elephants in Thailand were released due to the pandemic as there





















d2d_images/cover.jpg
ORPAR FUNITES
The bright side of the

Pandemic

The companies
most benefited
by COVID-19






d2d_images/scene_break.png





