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A PRACTICAL GARDENING REFERENCE





Important — please read.



This guide is an educational gardening reference for The Solomon Islands. Climate, rainfall, soil, water availability, plant-health rules, invasive-species controls and permitted treatments can vary by region and change over time. Planting dates and climate guidance should be adapted to the reader’s exact locality, elevation and microclimate. Always follow product labels and current local rules for fertilizers, pesticides and plant movement. Where plant toxicity, allergies, food safety, structural work, electrical systems or chemical treatments are involved, obtain appropriate professional advice.



GARDENER’S NOTE Use this book as a practical planning reference and verify local growing conditions before acting.



Published by YouFlora • YouFlora.com








Important — please read. This guide is an educational introduction to gardening and native flora in Solomon Islands. Growing conditions vary widely by locality, altitude and microclimate, and plant hardiness, flowering times, soil needs and pest pressures differ from garden to garden — treat any specific dates, temperatures and measurements here as general illustrations, not guarantees. Before planting, confirm that a species suits your site and is not restricted: some ornamental plants are invasive in certain regions and others are toxic to people, pets or livestock, and local rules may protect native or wild species. Check current guidance from your national or regional agriculture/horticulture authority, a trusted local nursery, or a botanical garden, and never forage or consume any plant without expert identification. Effective date of research: 2026.






1. Welcome to Gardening in the Solomon Islands
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1.1 How to Use This Guide

Welcome to The Complete Flora Guide for Gardening in Solomon Islands—your companion for growing, learning, and thriving in this lush Pacific paradise. Whether you’re tending a backyard plot in Honiara, starting a food garden in Malaita, or restoring native bushland on a remote atoll, this book is designed to support gardeners at every level, with practical, locally relevant advice.


Navigating the Guide

Each chapter is structured to walk you through the unique conditions, opportunities, and challenges of Solomon Islands gardening. The early chapters introduce the climate, soils, and geography—essential for understanding why certain plants flourish here, and how best to work with (not against) the tropical environment. As you progress, you’ll find detailed profiles of native and introduced plants, step-by-step planting and care instructions, and solutions to common problems.


	Regional Focus: Where possible, advice is tailored for different islands and provinces, from the volcanic soils of Guadalcanal to the coral sands of outer atolls. Look for region-specific callouts and tables.

	Plant Selection: Native flora is given pride of place, with clear guidance on how to grow, propagate, and care for iconic species like ngali nut (Canarium indicum), beach almond (Terminalia catappa), or the striking Solomon Islands orchid (Dendrobium macrophyllum). Common introduced crops and ornamentals are also covered, with notes on invasiveness and local regulations.

	Practical Tables and Callouts: Throughout, you’ll find quick-reference tables (for sowing times, spacing, or pest ID), as well as callouts highlighting pro tips, pollinator benefits, or cultural notes. Use these as at-a-glance helpers while planning or working in your garden.




🌿 Native Spotlight: Many local trees, such as Vitex cofassus (paunamu), are not only beautiful but support traditional crafts and food security—look for special sections on their uses and propagation.




Using the Guide Safely and Responsibly

Gardening in the Solomons is rewarding, but also requires care for personal safety and the environment. Always check plant identifications carefully: some species are toxic to people or animals, or invasive in certain regions. This guide flags such plants wherever relevant, but when in doubt, consult local agricultural officers or botanists.


	Climate and Timing: Dates and temperatures in this book are typical for most islands, but local conditions may vary. Always adjust for your microclimate—coastal and upland gardens, for example, may have different rainfall and temperature patterns.

	Soil and Water: Before planting, get to know your soil type (volcanic, coral, or alluvial) and drainage. The guide’s soil improvement and water management chapters provide methods that suit the Solomon Islands’ humid, high-rainfall climate.





How to Get the Most from This Guide


	Start with Your Site: Use the climate and soil chapters to assess your garden’s conditions.

	Plan with Purpose: Use plant tables and regional notes to select species that match your needs—whether food, shade, beauty, or habitat.

	Follow Local Wisdom: Tap into traditional knowledge, highlighted throughout, for sustainable, resilient gardening.

	Adapt and Experiment: The Solomons’ biodiversity is extraordinary. Don’t be afraid to try new species or techniques, but always monitor for pests or environmental impact.




⚠️ Common Mistake: Don’t assume all tropical plants are suitable everywhere in the Solomons; some popular ornamentals can become invasive or struggle outside their preferred microclimate. Always check local advice before introducing new species.





Staying Connected

Finally, gardening is about community. Share your successes, challenges, and harvests with neighbours and local gardening groups. Your experience, coupled with the guidance in this book, will help keep the Solomon Islands’ gardens vibrant and sustainable for generations to come.

Now, let’s dig in!





1.2 Gardening Traditions and Culture

Gardening in the Solomon Islands is more than an individual pastime—it’s a living thread woven through family, community, and island identity. For generations, Solomon Islanders have shaped their landscapes with deep respect for the land, guided by knowledge passed down through stories, hands-on teaching, and observation of the seasons. To garden here is to participate in a living tradition where food, medicine, art, and ceremony are rooted in the soil.


Customary Gardens: The Backbone of Island Life

Custom gardens, known locally as kastom gardens, remain the heart of rural life. These are typically hand-cleared plots—sometimes shifting, sometimes semi-permanent—planted with a rich mix of staple crops and useful plants. On larger islands like Guadalcanal, Malaita, and Makira, you’ll find gardens nestled on gentle slopes or alluvial river flats, where volcanic soils are deep and fertile. Coastal gardens often make clever use of coral rubble and sandy soils, using organic matter and seaweed to boost fertility.

Key crops include:


	Taro (Colocasia esculenta) – A revered staple, taro is planted at the start of the wet season. Tubers are spaced about 60–90 cm apart in well-weeded mounds, with regular mulching to conserve moisture and suppress weeds.

	Yam (Dioscorea spp.) – Yams are a symbol of prestige and often grown for feasts. They require sturdy staking and rich, loose soil; vines are trained upwards, and tubers are lifted with care after 8–10 months.

	Cassava (Manihot esculenta) – Favoured for its resilience, cassava is propagated from stem cuttings stuck into moist soil at an angle, typically 1 m apart.

	Banana (Musa spp.) – Planted in clusters, bananas benefit from regular mulching and shelter from strong winds.

	Sweet Potato (Ipomoea batatas) – Quick to mature, sweet potato is often intercropped among slower-growing staples.




🌱 Planting Tip: In most villages, gardeners tuck nitrogen-fixing plants like Gliricidia sepium or Leucaena leucocephala between food crops to enrich the soil—consider adding these to your own garden beds.




The Role of Women and Knowledge Exchange

Throughout the Solomons, women are the primary custodians of gardening knowledge. From a young age, girls learn to select planting material, read weather signs, and manage garden cycles. Seeds and cuttings are often exchanged at markets or during communal work days, strengthening family ties and crop diversity.

Gardening is also deeply social. Community work parties, known as teitei, bring neighbours together to clear land, plant, and harvest. These gatherings are occasions for sharing stories, songs, and laughter, as well as practical advice on pest control or new varieties.



Plants for Food, Medicine, and Ceremony

Beyond food, gardens are a living pharmacy and cultural storehouse. Medicinal plants such as nonu (Morinda citrifolia) for digestive complaints, bele (Abelmoschus manihot) for soups and wound poultices, and ginger (Zingiber officinale) for colds are commonly grown alongside vegetables. Flowering shrubs like frangipani (Plumeria spp.) and hibiscus (Hibiscus rosa-sinensis) are planted for adornment and used in ceremonies.


🌸 Did You Know? The striking red flowers of Cordyline fruticosa (commonly called ti or “leaf of life”) are not only ornamental—they’re woven into garlands and used to mark important life events.





Adapting Tradition to Modern Challenges

While urbanisation and changing diets are shifting some practices, many Solomon Islanders are blending tradition with innovation. Raised beds, container gardening, and permaculture principles are finding their place alongside kastom methods, especially in towns like Honiara. There is renewed interest in conserving native species such as ngali nut (Canarium indicum) and cutnut (Barringtonia edulis), both valued for their nutritious kernels.










	Crop/Plant
	Typical Use
	Spacing
	Notes





	Taro (Colocasia)
	Staple food
	60–90 cm
	Mulch well, keep moist



	Yam (Dioscorea)
	Feasts, staple
	1 m
	Needs staking, loose soil



	Cassava (Manihot)
	Everyday food
	1 m
	Propagate from stem cuttings



	Banana (Musa)
	Fruit, shade
	2–3 m
	Plant in clusters, mulch regularly



	Ti (Cordyline)
	Ceremony, hedge
	1–1.5 m
	Bright color, easy to propagate







Embracing the Spirit of Solomon Islands Gardening

To garden here is to nurture more than plants. You’re maintaining a legacy of resilience, sharing, and care for the land. Whether you’re tending a plot in the highlands or a pot on a verandah, you’re part of a culture that celebrates the earth’s abundance—and adapts, always, to the rhythms of the islands.





1.3 Key Tools and Resources

Gardening in the Solomon Islands is a blend of traditional know-how and practical, modern techniques. Whether you’re tending a home plot in Honiara or managing a food garden in a rural village, the right tools and resources make all the difference. Here we’ll cover essential equipment, where to source them, care tips, and useful local resources to help you succeed in your tropical paradise.


Essential Gardening Tools: The Solomon Islands Starter Kit

You don’t need an arsenal of gadgets to get started—many Solomon Islanders have long relied on simple hand tools, often crafted locally from sturdy woods or repurposed materials. As a rough guide, here are the basics:










	Tool
	Local Name/Notes
	Primary Use
	Tips for Use & Care





	Bush knife (machete)
	“Knife” or “bush knife”
	Clearing, harvesting, pruning
	Keep sharp and dry; oil blade



	Digging stick
	Traditional, handmade
	Loosening soil, planting yams/taro
	Sharpen tip with stone as needed



	Spade/shovel
	Imported or locally made
	Digging, compost turning
	Rinse after use; store in shade



	Hoe
	“Hoe” or “garden hoe”
	Weeding, soil shaping
	Check handle for cracks



	Watering can/bucket
	Often recycled containers
	Watering seedlings, beds
	Clean regularly to prevent algae



	Wheelbarrow
	Optional, for larger gardens
	Moving soil, compost, plants
	Oil wheels; patch rust spots early



	Pruners/secateurs
	Imported; use with care
	Pruning fruit trees, ornamentals
	Disinfect between plants



	Rake
	Metal or wood
	Gathering leaves, smoothing beds
	Hang up to prevent bent tines






🌱 Planting Tip: In heavy rainfall areas, select tools with sturdy hardwood handles—local timbers like kwila (Intsia bijuga) or rosewood (Pterocarpus indicus) resist rot and last longer in humid conditions.




Where to Find Tools and Materials


	Local Markets: Many rural markets sell handmade digging sticks, bush knives, and woven baskets for carrying produce.

	Hardware Shops: Urban centers like Honiara and Gizo have hardware stores with imported spades, hoes, and watering cans. Quality and price vary—inspect tools for strong welds and handles before purchasing.

	Community Workshops: Some villages have men’s/women’s clubs or church groups that make and repair tools. Getting involved is a great way to learn traditional techniques.

	Recycling and Upcycling: Resourcefulness is a Solomon Islands hallmark! Old cooking oil tins make fine watering cans; coconut shells become seedling pots; old fishing net can serve as trellis.





Care and Maintenance

Tropical humidity and heavy rain mean tools can rust or rot quickly if neglected. After use, rinse soil off metal parts and dry thoroughly. Hang tools up under shelter or store in a raised basket. A little coconut oil rubbed on blades helps prevent rust. Sharpening knives and hoes regularly (using a stone or file) makes tasks easier and safer.


⚠️ Common Mistake: Leaving tools on the ground overnight invites rust, termites, and loss—always return them to a dry, sheltered spot.





Useful Local Resources


	Agricultural Extension Offices: The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock (MAL) has field officers in most provinces. They offer advice, soil testing, and sometimes tool loans or training sessions.

	Solomon Islands Planting Calendar: Ask at your local agriculture office or women’s group for seasonal planting guides tailored to your island’s rainfall and soil.

	NGOs and Community Projects: Groups like Kastom Gaden Association and World Vision often run workshops on composting, pest management, and seed saving—great places to swap seeds and stories.





Books, Radio, and Online Help

While internet access varies, radio gardening programs (often broadcast in Pijin) are popular and practical. Local booklets and posters from MAL or NGOs are available in markets and schools. For those online, Facebook groups like “Solomon Islands Home Gardening” connect you with fellow enthusiasts and expert advice.


🌿 Native Spotlight: Many gardens in the Solomons feature native multipurpose trees like Canarium indicum (ngali nut) and Barringtonia edulis (cut nut). These require little pruning, provide food, and offer natural mulch—nature’s tools at your fingertips.



With these tools and resources, you’ll be well-equipped to grow a flourishing, sustainable garden that’s rooted in the rich traditions and vibrant community of the Solomon Islands.





1.4 Safety and Environmental Considerations

Gardening in the Solomon Islands is a deeply rewarding pursuit, but it’s essential to approach it with a keen awareness of both personal safety and environmental stewardship. The country’s lush, humid climate, diverse native flora, and sometimes challenging terrain present unique risks and responsibilities. By taking thoughtful precautions, you can protect yourself, your family, and the extraordinary biodiversity that makes these islands so special.


Personal Safety in the Garden

1. Sun, Heat, and Hydration:

The tropical sun is intense, especially during the dry season (typically May to October). Long hours outdoors can quickly lead to sunburn, heat exhaustion, or dehydration. Always wear a wide-brimmed hat, lightweight long sleeves, and high-SPF sunscreen. Work early in the morning or late afternoon, and keep a water bottle handy—hydration is crucial.

2. Protective Gear:

Many common gardening tasks—like clearing brush or handling coconuts (Cocos nucifera) and pandanus (Pandanus tectorius)—require gloves to prevent cuts, scrapes, and exposure to irritating plant saps. Sturdy footwear is a must, as hidden sharp shells, thorns from native shrubs (such as Hibiscus tiliaceus), or even centipedes can turn a barefoot stroll into a painful encounter.

3. Tool Safety:

Traditional bush knives (machetes) and modern tools are both widely used. Keep blades sharp and handles in good repair; a dull or loose tool is more dangerous than a well-maintained one. Store tools safely out of children’s reach and always cut away from your body.


⚠️ Common Mistake: Overreaching with sharp tools, especially when pruning tall trees like Terminalia catappa (tropical almond), is a frequent cause of injury. Use proper ladders or poles and never climb unstable trees.




Hazardous Plants and Wildlife

The Solomon Islands are home to a remarkable variety of plants, some of which can be hazardous if mishandled or ingested.


	Toxic Plants: Certain ornamentals and natives, such as the yellow oleander (Thevetia peruviana, sometimes planted for its flowers), are highly poisonous to humans and animals. Native cycads (Cycas rumphii) contain toxins in their seeds and leaves.

	Allergies and Skin Irritants: Some people react to the sap of frangipani (Plumeria spp.), Euphorbia species, or even the common “itchy tree” (Laportea spp.), which has stinging hairs.

	Wildlife: Watch for snakes (rare, but present), stinging insects, and centipedes when working in dense vegetation or turning compost.



Important: Always positively identify any plant before handling or consuming it. If you’re unsure, consult a local expert or your provincial agriculture office.



Protecting the Environment

The Solomon Islands’ ecosystems are globally significant, with many endemic species and fragile habitats. Gardening practices can help—or harm—this natural wealth.

1. Avoid Invasive Species:

Some attractive garden plants, such as lantana (Lantana camara) and mile-a-minute vine (Mikania micrantha), are invasive here. They can smother native vegetation and disrupt local ecosystems. Check with local authorities or the Ministry of Agriculture before introducing unfamiliar plants.

2. Wise Use of Chemicals:

Excessive use of pesticides or fertilizers can pollute waterways and harm beneficial insects, birds, and marine life. Whenever possible, choose organic or traditional methods, and strictly follow label directions.

3. Soil and Water Conservation:

Heavy rain can cause erosion, especially on slopes. Use groundcovers like Wedelia (Sphagneticola trilobata) or native ferns to hold soil, and mulch generously to retain moisture and suppress weeds.


🌱 Planting Tip: Incorporate native trees such as Canarium indicum (ngali nut) or Vitex cofassus (beach almond) into your garden—they provide shade, food, and crucial habitat for wildlife.





Safe Waste Disposal

Dispose of garden waste responsibly. Compost non-toxic plant material, but avoid burning, which can contribute to air pollution and respiratory problems. If you must burn (as is sometimes traditional), do so in small, controlled piles and away from buildings and dry vegetation.



Community and Cultural Respect

Many native plants have cultural, medicinal, or ceremonial significance. When collecting seeds, cuttings, or wild plants, always ask landowners and respect local customs. Share knowledge and resources—gardening is a community effort in the Solomon Islands!


🌿 Native Spotlight: The sago palm (Metroxylon salomonense) is not only vital for traditional food but also stabilizes riverbanks and wetlands. Protect and replant these keystone species whenever possible.



By gardening safely and thoughtfully, you’ll nurture both your own wellbeing and the precious natural heritage of the Solomon Islands for generations to come.







2. Climate Zones and Seasons of the Solomon Islands
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2.1 Overview of Tropical Maritime Climate

The Solomon Islands, a jewel-scatter of over 900 islands in the southwest Pacific, are defined by their lush, ever-green landscapes—a direct result of the classic tropical maritime climate. If you’re gardening here, understanding this climate is your secret weapon: it shapes not just what thrives, but how and when you garden.


What Is a Tropical Maritime Climate?

A tropical maritime climate is dominated by warm temperatures, high humidity, and abundant rainfall, all year round. The “maritime” aspect means the surrounding ocean acts as a giant thermostat—extremes of heat or cold are rare, and the air is often moist. This is paradise for many tropical plants, but it also means your garden will need strategies to cope with heavy rains, occasional dry spells, and sometimes, salt-laden winds.


Typical Conditions Across the Solomon Islands


	Temperature: Most areas experience steady warmth, with daytime highs typically between 28–32°C (82–90°F) and nights rarely dipping below 22°C (72°F). There’s little seasonal variation, so there’s no “frost season” to worry about.

	Rainfall: Expect plenty! Annual rainfall ranges from about 2,800 mm on drier islands to over 4,000 mm in wetter regions like Guadalcanal’s mountains. Most islands have a wetter season (roughly November to April) and a drier, but still humid, season (May to October).

	Humidity: Usually high—often 80% or above. This keeps foliage lush but can encourage fungal diseases, so airflow is vital in your planting design.

	Sunlight: Daylength varies only slightly—about 11 to 13 hours—meaning plants can photosynthesize year-round.




🌡️ Climate Note: Local microclimates abound. Coastal gardens may battle salty winds, while inland valleys can be cooler and wetter. Always observe your site for unique quirks before planting.





How Does This Affect Your Garden?

1. Year-Round Growing:

Forget winter dormancy—Solomon Islands gardens can be productive every month. Many local staples like cassava (Manihot esculenta), taro (Colocasia esculenta), and sweet potato (Ipomoea batatas) can be planted and harvested in multiple cycles per year. Fast-growing fruit trees—such as pawpaw (Carica papaya) and banana (Musa spp.)—flourish with minimal temperature stress.

2. Rain and Drainage:

While the rain keeps things green, waterlogging can threaten roots. Raised beds, mounded rows, or planting on gentle slopes help prevent rot in wet months. For container gardening, ensure pots have ample drainage holes.

3. Humidity and Disease:

Constant moisture means you’ll need to watch for fungal diseases, especially on susceptible crops (like tomatoes and cucumbers). Space plants for good airflow, prune regularly, and rotate crops to keep diseases at bay.

4. Salt and Wind:

Coastal gardens may need to shelter sensitive plants from salty gusts. Using native windbreaks like beach hibiscus (Hibiscus tiliaceus) or planting tough natives such as Pandanus tectorius helps buffer delicate species.


🌿 Native Spotlight: The ngali nut tree (Canarium indicum) is perfectly adapted to these humid, maritime conditions—an excellent, multi-use tree for food, shade, and biodiversity.





Example: Climate Suitability Table

Here’s a quick guide to how common garden plants cope with the Solomon Islands’ climate:











	Plant Name
	Sun Needs
	Wet Season Tolerance
	Salt Tolerance
	Notes





	Taro (Colocasia esculenta)
	Partial-Full
	Excellent
	Low
	Prefers moist, well-drained soils



	Pawpaw (Carica papaya)
	Full
	Good
	Low
	Fast fruiting, needs airflow to prevent rot



	Cassava (Manihot esculenta)
	Full
	Good
	Moderate
	Handles dry spells, avoid waterlogged soils



	Hibiscus tiliaceus
	Full
	Excellent
	High
	Great for coastal windbreaks



	Pandanus tectorius
	Full
	Excellent
	Very High
	Iconic coastal, edible fruit, erosion control







Practical Tips for Tropical Maritime Gardening


	Mulch generously: Organic mulch (coconut husk, leaf litter) conserves moisture in dry spells and suppresses weeds in the wet.

	Plant in the early wet season: This gives young plants a boost without risking waterlogging. Root crops and fruit trees establish well now.

	Harvest in the dry season: For crops prone to rot, plan major harvests before peak rains.




⚠️ Common Mistake: Overcrowding plants in the humid climate leads to disease outbreaks. Give each plant room to breathe!



In summary, the Solomon Islands’ tropical maritime climate offers both opportunities and challenges. Harness the warmth and rain, but plan for airflow, drainage, and local quirks—and your garden will thrive, lush and vibrant, in tune with the islands’ natural rhythms.





2.2 Rainfall Patterns and Wet/Dry Seasons

The Solomon Islands, set like emeralds in the heart of the southwest Pacific, are famed for their lush rainforests and abundant greenery. This verdant beauty is owed to a climate where rain is never a distant memory—but understanding the islands’ rainfall patterns and seasonal rhythms is key to thriving as a gardener here.


The Rhythm of the Rains

The Solomon Islands experience a classic tropical maritime climate, but it’s the interplay between the wet and dry seasons that truly shapes gardening life. Typically, the islands have two distinct seasons:


	Wet Season: November to April



	Dry Season: May to October



These periods are influenced by the shifting winds of the southeast trade winds and the northwest monsoon. The wet season is driven by the arrival of the northwest monsoon, bringing warm, moisture-laden air from the equator.


🌡️ Climate Note: Local microclimates abound. Coastal zones, highlands, and leeward sides of islands may experience slightly different rainfall timings and intensities. Always observe your own garden’s patterns.




Wet Season: Lush Growth and Challenges

During the wet season, rainfall can be intense and frequent—often 200–400 mm per month as a rough guide, with some areas, like the windward slopes of Guadalcanal or Malaita, seeing even more. Expect heavy, drenching showers, often in the afternoon or evening, and high humidity (80–90% is typical). Rivers swell, soils can become waterlogged, and fungal diseases thrive.

Gardening Tips for Wet Season:


	Drainage is critical: Raised beds or mounded rows help root crops like taro (Colocasia esculenta) and cassava (Manihot esculenta) avoid rot.

	Mulch generously: A thick layer of coconut husk, leaf litter, or grass clippings conserves soil structure and suppresses weeds.

	Watch for disease: Fungal issues like leaf spot and root rot are common. Space plants for air flow and remove affected foliage promptly.

	Sow with care: Fast-growing greens like kangkong (Ipomoea aquatica) and amaranth (Amaranthus tricolor) love the rain but may bolt or rot if waterlogged.





Dry Season: Opportunity and Resilience

The dry season is less dry than you might expect—think of it as “less wet.” Rainfall typically drops to 80–150 mm per month, and there may be weeks of reliably fine weather. Humidity decreases slightly, and soils begin to dry out, especially on coral atolls or sandy coasts.

Gardening Tips for Dry Season:


	Take advantage of sun: This is the prime time for sowing root crops (sweet potato, Dioscorea yams) and starting new beds.

	Watering becomes important: Young trees and vegetables may need regular watering, especially in exposed sites.

	Mulch still matters: A deep mulch layer keeps soil cool and moist, reducing watering needs.

	Prune and clean up: With less humidity, it’s a good time to prune fruit trees like mango (Mangifera indica) and guava (Psidium guajava).




💧 Watering Wisdom: Collect rainwater during the wet season in barrels or tanks for use in the dry months. This is especially helpful for gardens in the Western Province or on smaller islands.





Rainfall Variation Across the Islands

Rainfall is not uniform across the Solomons. For example:









	Region
	Typical Annual Rainfall
	Notes





	Guadalcanal (Honiara)
	2,000–2,500 mm
	Leeward side, can have dry spells



	Malaita (Auki)
	3,000–4,000 mm
	Very wet, especially in uplands



	Western Province (Gizo)
	2,500–3,000 mm
	Well-distributed, less extreme dry



	Makira
	3,000–4,500 mm
	Mountainous, heavy downpours



	Small/Coral Islands
	1,500–2,000 mm
	Rainfall can be erratic, soils dry







Timing Your Planting

To make the most of these patterns:


	Start slow-growing trees and perennials (like Canarium nut, Canarium indicum) at the tail end of the wet season, so they establish before the dry.

	Plant annual vegetables just before the dry season, when heavy rains ease and seedlings are less likely to be washed away.

	Root crops can be planted at the start of the dry season to avoid waterlogging.




⚠️ Common Mistake: Overplanting during the wettest months can lead to seed and seedling loss from flooding or rot. Wait for a dry spell or plant in well-drained raised beds.



A keen eye on the sky—and a little local wisdom—will help you work with, not against, the Solomon Islands’ dramatic seasons. Your garden will thank you with robust, resilient growth.





2.3 Temperature and Humidity Variations

The Solomon Islands are bathed in a classic tropical maritime climate, meaning gardeners here enjoy warmth and lush growth year-round. But not all heat and humidity are created equal! Understanding the subtle—and sometimes not-so-subtle—variations in temperature and humidity across the archipelago will help you select resilient plants, time your planting, and keep your garden thriving in every season.


Typical Temperature Ranges

Temperatures in the Solomon Islands are remarkably stable. As a rough guide, daytime highs typically hover between 28–32°C (82–90°F), with nighttime lows rarely dipping below 22°C (72°F). These balmy conditions suit a huge array of tropical plants, from the majestic Canarium indicum (ngali nut) to the ever-popular Musa spp. (banana).

However, there are subtle regional and seasonal shifts:


	Coastal Lowlands and Major Towns (e.g., Honiara, Gizo): Expect warm, humid conditions year-round. Seaside breezes can moderate extremes, but sheltered areas may feel hotter.

	Inland Valleys and Highlands (e.g., central Guadalcanal, parts of Malaita): Nights can be fractionally cooler, and fog or misty mornings are more common, especially during the drier months.

	Small and Remote Islands: Exposed to constant ocean breezes, these areas may experience slightly lower highs and less humidity, but can be more prone to salt spray.




🌡️ Climate Note: The difference between the “coolest” and “hottest” months is often just 2–3°C. July–August are typically the coolest, while November–March see the warmest nights and most humid days.




Humidity: The Invisible Force

Humidity is the silent driver of garden success—and challenge—in the Solomons. Relative humidity is usually between 70–90%, with peaks during the wet season (November–April). High humidity means:


	Lush, rapid plant growth—ideal for tropical ornamentals like Hibiscus tiliaceus or Heliconia spp.

	Higher risk of fungal diseases, especially in vegetables (watch for powdery mildew on cucurbits or taro leaf blight).

	Slower drying of soils and mulch, which can lead to root rot if drainage is poor.



During the short “dry” season (May–October), humidity may drop slightly, especially after a spell of southeast trade winds. This is the ideal window for sowing seeds of vegetables like Vigna unguiculata (snake bean) or Solanum melongena (eggplant), as seedlings are less likely to be overwhelmed by fungal issues.



Microclimates: Making the Most of Your Site

Every garden in the Solomon Islands has its own microclimate—sometimes varying dramatically within just a few metres! Here’s how to work with them:


	Shaded Gardens: Under large trees like Terminalia catappa (tropical almond), temperatures can be several degrees lower and humidity higher. This is perfect for shade-loving ferns (e.g., Asplenium nidus) and understorey plants.

	Open, Sunny Spaces: These heat up quickly, especially with dark soils or paving. Mulch well and choose heat-tolerant species like Cassava (Manihot esculenta) or Bougainvillea glabra.

	Wind-Exposed Sites: Breezes can reduce humidity and dry out soils. Use windbreaks of native shrubs such as Vitex cofassus (beach almond) to protect delicate crops.




💧 Watering Wisdom: In the most humid months, water early in the morning to allow leaves to dry out before nightfall—this helps prevent fungal diseases.





Plant Selection Table: Matching Plants to Temperature & Humidity











	Plant Species
	Best Temp Range
	Humidity Tolerance
	Ideal Site
	Notes





	Canarium indicum (Ngali nut)
	24–32°C
	High
	Sheltered, well-drained
	Thrives in humid, warm conditions



	Musa spp. (Banana)
	25–33°C
	High
	Open, sunny
	Needs wind protection



	Hibiscus tiliaceus
	22–32°C
	High
	Coastal, wind-tolerant
	Good for salty, humid air



	Vigna unguiculata (Snake bean)
	24–30°C
	Moderate
	Open, sunny
	Prefers drier months for sowing



	Asplenium nidus (Bird’s nest fern)
	22–30°C
	Very high
	Shaded, moist
	Avoid direct sunlight







Pro Tips for Managing Temperature and Humidity


	Mulch generously to moderate soil temperature and retain moisture, but ensure good drainage to avoid waterlogging.

	Space plants appropriately (typically 30–60 cm for vegetables, 2–4 m for trees) to promote airflow—crucial in humid climates.

	Choose disease-resistant varieties and rotate crops to reduce humidity-related problems.

	Observe your garden: A thermometer and a simple humidity gauge can help you spot patterns and adjust your care routines.




⚠️ Common Mistake: Overcrowding plants in the humid season leads to stagnant air and rampant fungal issues. Always err on the side of extra space!



By tuning into the rhythms of temperature and humidity in your part of the Solomons, you’ll help your garden not just survive, but truly flourish.





2.4 Effects of Cyclones and Extreme Weather

In the Solomon Islands, the lushness of the landscape comes with a price: the regular threat of cyclones and extreme weather. Understanding these challenges is essential for every gardener, whether you’re tending a backyard in Honiara or a food forest on Malaita. Cyclones (tropical storms) are most likely between November and April, but their impacts can linger year-round. Extreme rains, high winds, salt spray, and occasional flooding all shape the way plants grow—and how gardens are planned and maintained.


Cyclone Season: What to Expect

Typically, the cyclone season brings: - Intense winds (often 80–150 km/h, sometimes more in severe storms) - Heavy, prolonged rainfall leading to flooding and waterlogged soils - Salt spray near coasts, which can scorch foliage and damage sensitive plants - Physical damage to trees, crops, and structures from flying debris

While not every year brings






Choosing and Protecting Plants



	Terminalia catappa (tropical almond): Flexible branches, deep roots, and salt tolerance make it a top pick for exposed sites.

	Vitex cofassus (New Guinea teak): Dense wood and a sturdy shape help it withstand strong gusts.

	Cocos nucifera (coconut palm): Iconic and highly adapted to coastal storms, but young palms are vulnerable to uprooting.










Soil, Drainage, and Flood Protection




Extreme Heat, Humidity, and Salt











	Plant Name
	Cyclone Resilience
	Salt Tolerance
	Good For Windbreaks?





	Terminalia catappa
	High
	High
	Yes



	Barringtonia asiatica
	High
	High
	Yes



	Casuarina equisetifolia
	High
	High
	Yes



	Mangifera indica (Mango)
	Medium
	Low
	No



	Carica papaya (Pawpaw)
	Low-Medium
	Low
	No



	Cocos nucifera (Coconut)
	High
	High
	Yes (when mature)











After the Storm
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