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Romans 12:3-8 “For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.  (4)  For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, (5) so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.  (6) Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; (7) or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; (8) he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.” 



1 Corinthians 12:12-18 “For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.  ... (14) For in fact the body is not one member but many.  (15)  If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body?  (16)  And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body?  (17)  If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling?  (18) But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.”



The New Testament reveals three separate categories of gifts that are given to the church. The first category of gifts, are what we call the function gifts. The reason that they are called function gifts is because these gifts are given to each one in the body, so that they can fulfil their specific function as a member of the body of Christ. In the above quoted passages of scripture the Holy Spirit gives us some insight into these particular gifts. The main point that we need to understand with regards to these gifts, is to view them as a part of the human body. In the human body, the ear cannot fulfil the role of the eye. In other words an ear can only hear, for that is its function. Each member in the body of Christ, without exception, has been given a specific function to perform in the body. God is the one who decides which gift He gives to each one, and He then places the individual in the body to perform that function. God also then gives the individual the grace and measure of faith that they need to operate in their gift. One, who has been made an eye in the body, cannot go to God and ask Him to change His mind and make them an ear. The body of Christ would become deformed very quickly, if each member could decide what they wanted to be, and then still change their minds when they had had enough of that particular role. God decides what we are, and we are to then fulfil our role in that. The apostle Paul, as quoted in the above quoted passage from Romans, lists seven different gifts, but there are many more listed in scripture. We will not explore these gifts any further in this teaching, other than to say that it is vital for every believer to find out what gifting they have received, and begin to function in that gift.
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1 Corinthians 12:1-10 “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant... (7)  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: (8)  for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit,  (9)  to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit,  (10)  to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.”



The second category of gifts, are called spiritual gifts. So what are spiritual gifts? The scripture reveals to us that believers that are filled with the Holy Spirit have the ability in this present age, to taste the powers of the age to come (Hebrews 6:5). The word translated “powers” actually means “miraculous powers”. So what are the miraculous powers of the age to come? You will recall that our Lord Jesus taught us that we will receive “power” after the Holy Spirit comes upon us (Acts 1:8). And so the powers of the age to come are what are known in scripture, as the gifts of the Holy Spirit. It is by the power of God that God created all things, and it is by His power that He reign’s over all creation. And so God, through the gifts of the Holy Spirit, allows the saints in this present age, to experience a taste of His power that both created and reigns over all of creation. There is nothing natural about spiritual gifts, for they are all manifestations of the supernatural power of God Almighty. In the above quoted passage of scripture the Holy Spirit reveals to us just what these gifts are, i.e. the word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, faith, gifts of healings, working of miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, different kinds of tongues and the interpretation of tongues. As we have already said, the gifts of the Spirit are supernatural. Man has absolutely nothing to do with them, except to be used as a vessel for the Lord. Spiritual gifts are God the Holy Spirit, making Himself and His power known, through those whom He has chosen. And so when we encounter the gifts of the Spirit in operation, we are at the same time having an encounter with God Himself.
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Ephesians 4:7-13 “But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift.  (8)  Therefore, He says: "when He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men."  ... (11) And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, (12) for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, (13) till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 



1 Corinthians 12:28-30 “And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues.  (29)  Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?  (30)  Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?”



The third category of gifts is called ministry gifts. The reason that they are called ministry gifts, is because those who receive these gifts, are called by God to the ministry, i.e. they are called to serve the church in the ministry of the gospel. There are two main passages in the new testament that refer to these gifts. In both passages quoted above, we see that God is the one who gives these gifts, and they are appointed by Him. In total, there are ten ministry gifts listed in these scriptures. There are five main gifts listed in the book of Ephesians, and they are the ones that we will concentrate on in this teaching, i.e. apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher. The other five listed in the book of Corinthians, are working of miracles, gifts of healings, helps, administrations and varieties of tongues.
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1 Corinthians 9:16-17 “For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!  (17) For if I do this willingly, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have been entrusted with a stewardship.”



Ministry gifts are given to the individual before they are born, and they have no choice in the matter. In the above quoted passage of scripture the apostle Paul explains that those who are given ministry gifts have been entrusted with a stewardship to preach the gospel. The primary role of all ministry gifts is to preach the gospel. That stewardship is given by God, and God holds those individuals accountable for their stewardship. The seriousness of that stewardship is communicated by Paul through his statement, “woe is me if I do not preach the gospel”. It is an awesome responsibility that the Lord places on an individual that He calls to one of these ministry gifts, and it cannot be taken lightly. These individuals will all stand before the Lord Jesus on that day, to give an account of the ministry gifts that He has given them.    


Hebrews 5:1-4 “For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins.  ... (4) And no man takes this honour to himself, but he who is called by God, just as Aaron was.”



Ministry gifts differ from function and spiritual gifts, in that these gifts are callings that are placed on the lives of individuals to separate themselves for the work of God (Romans 1:1). The above quoted passage of scripture teaches us that only those called by God could stand in the office of a priest. That same principle is applicable to ministry gifts, for just as the priests of the Old Testament could not place themselves in that office, neither can these individuals place themselves into the offices of the various ministry gifts. 


Galatians 1:15-16 “But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb and called me through His grace, (16) to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood.” 



I have already mentioned that these individuals are called to the ministry before they are born. In the above quoted passage of scripture the apostle Paul tells us that God separated him for the preaching of the gospel, from his mother’s womb. Those called to the ministry recognise that call from a very early age. This is why Paul began to study to become a rabbi from a very early age, long before he was born-again (Act 22:3). Apollos is another example of this principle in scripture, for the bible teaches us that Apollos had extensive knowledge of the scriptures, long before he was born-again (Acts 18:24). Just like Paul, Apollos became a rabbi because the ministry gift

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
MICHAEL E.B. MAHER

Ministry gifts are entrusted
with a stewardship






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





