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AFTERWORD

Satanic Possession and Christian Beliefs

Even today there is a need to differentiate between demonic possession and mental illness. A book that comes highly recommended by the National Alliance for the Mentally III (NAMI) can help devout Christians to reconcile the Bible with neurobiological disorders in family members. Strength for His People: A Ministry for Families of the Mentally Ill, written by Pastor Steven Waterhouse, accepts the integral belief of many that demonic influence is rare but possible. Many Christians who encounter schizophrenia and other disorders wonder at some point whether their relatives are possessed. Even those who do not maintain the belief in demonic possession often encounter those who do. A condescending response or dismissal of belief in the supernatural is arrogant as well as ignorant. The Bible does mention demons more than a hundred times. But the Bible makes a distinction between disease and possession, in Mark 6:13, for example.

The Bible formulates at least six factors that aid in distinguishing schizophrenia from demonic possession. Waterhouse describes them as:

1. An attraction to vs. an aversion to religion. People with neurobiological disorders are attracted to religion, while demons want nothing to do with it.

2. Irrational speech vs. rational speech. According to the New Testament, demons spoke logically and rationally. People in the throes of unmedicated neurobiological disorders will often speak nonsense and jump quickly between unrelated topics. Their verbalizations are sometimes confusing, often nonsensical.

3. Ordinary learning vs. supernatural knowledge. In the New Testament, demons spoke through people to convey knowledge. People with neurobiological disorders have no access to knowledge they have not encountered before.

4. Normal vs. occultic phenomena. Demonological occult happenings, such as levitation and telepathy, affect others in the room, but a person with a neurobiological disorder is the only one to experience anything odd, such as hearing voices or seeing hallucinations.

5. The claim to be possessed Experienced professionals believe that those who claim to be possessed are very likely not possessed. Demons want to be secretive and do not voluntarily admit their presence.

6. Effects of therapy. If medicine alleviates the problem, it was not demonic possession. If only prayer solves the problem, it was probably not neurobiological disorder.




CHRONOLOGY

This chronology drawn from the literature may be a resource when comparing patterns of disease in both the colonies and Europe. The individuals named are from the Salem records, unless noted.





	400 B.C.
	Hippocrates (460-388 B.C.) writes about epidemics of lethargy and mania in ancient Greece.


	400 A.D.
	“Dancing” epidemics in Europe.1


	1573
	In Germany, Barbara Kremers, a ten-year-old girl afflicted with encephalitis lethargica, treated as a miracle because she does not eat. She recovers, is called a fraud.2


	1620
	Just before English arrival at Plymouth, Indians in the area are killed by plague. An Indian population of thirty thousand dwindles to three hundred.3


	1646
	“Malignant fever” arrives in springtime in Massachusetts.


	1647
	“Epidemical sickness” kills many.


	
	First New England witch trial, Windsor, Connecticut, in the spring of 1647.


	
	Alice Young is hanged.4


	1648-1649
	Smallpox epidemic in Massachusetts; whooping cough epidemic.5


	
	Boston harbor quarantines ships from Yucatan, Barbados, and Cuba to keep yellow fever out.


	1650s
	Influenza strikes Barbados, killing five thousand to six thousand.6


	1660-1661
	Influenza epidemic in Massachusetts, few fatalities.7


	1661
	Heavy spring floods in New England.


	1662
	Elizabeth Brown suffers from choking, leg pain, “pinching & pricking,” stomach pain; two months later she has “frensy” and supernatural distemper. Thirty years later she remains a “sad case” mentally.8


	1663
	Witchcraft outbreak, Springfield on Connecticut River and Hartford, Connecticut.9


	1665
	Influenza epidemic in Massachusetts, few fatalities.10


	1666
	Smallpox outbreak.


	1668
	Influenza in Connecticut.11


	1671
	In October, Elizabeth Knapp of Groton, sixteen years old, experiences seizures, laughter, falling, leg and throat pain, choking, leaping and running around; barks like a dog; is unable to speak; attempts suicide; has oculogyric crisis during fits; shouts nonsensical words during fits; has remission between fits when she is sensible. Boston racked with ”griping of the guts, feaver, & Ague, & bloody Flux.“12


	1672
	James Carr has hallucinations.13


	1672-1673
	Encephalitis lethargica (“sleepy sickness”) epidemic in London accompanied by hiccups and recognized as the first epidemic of encephalitis lethargica in historical times.14


	1675
	Influenza sweeps Europe and colonies; encephalitis lethargica epidemic in Europe.15


	
	Hurricane hits New England.d


	1676
	Influenza-like illness in Massachusetts.


	1677-1678
	Smallpox in Salem.16


	1678
	William Stacy, age 22, experiences hallucinations.


	
	Samuel Gray, age 28, has hallucinations and sees blinding “light”; his infant dies from ”fits.“17


	1678-1679
	“Epidemical colds” in Massachusetts. †


	1679
	John Stiles, a boy in Newbury, shows symptoms of fits, hyperactivity, and “pinching & pricking”; he barks like a dog and attempts to eat sticks, yet is calm between fits.18


	1680
	Rebecca Jacobs becomes insane, is still mentally deranged twelve years later.19


	1682
	The Periey girl of Ipswich is taken with fits which last until she dies three years later.20


	1683
	Hurricane hits New England.


	
	“Feaver & ague which was very mortal,” in Salem and Connecticut.21


	1684
	Malaria in French Canada.


	
	Jarvis Ring of Salisbury has red marks (“bites”) on his skin, is unable to walk or speak, and experiences ”pinching & pricking.“22


	1685
	Smallpox in Boston, an extremely fatal epidemic.


	
	Smallpox in Virginia, on Byrd plantation, comes by slave ship from Gambia.


	
	In Massachusetts, the Shattuck child has fits; is unable to walk; limbs and joints are “twisted”; has oculogyric crisis; is restless and hyperactive. His mental impairment remains twelve years later.


	
	Samuel Perley’s daughter dies after three years of fits.


	
	John Louder, age 24, has hallucinations and feels a heavy weight on his chest. 23


	1686-1687
	Young mother, Christian Trask, becomes “distracted” and has fits, and exhibits psychotic behavior until she commits suicide.24


	
	John Cook also experiences hallucinations.


	1687
	Abigail Faulkner’s husband becomes “distracted”; his symptoms return five years later.25


	1688
	Influenza epidemic in England, Ireland, Virginia.26


	1688-1689
	Measles epidemic hits Massachusetts.


	1689
	Smallpox appears in Massachusetts in October with a ship from the West Indies and spreads through Boston and surroundings. A public fast and prayer day is held on March 6; the epidemic intensifies during the summer.27


	
	John Fuller and Rebecca Shepherd both die strange, violent deaths that relatives attribute to a ”malignant fever.“28


	
	Benjamin Holton has fits and stomach pain, is blinded by light, and dies in March, two days after Rebecca Shepherd.29


	
	Dorcas Hoar is sick in bed for some time and has ”gone out of the head.“30


	1689-1690
	Smallpox epidemic in Salem and rest of Massachusetts, probably brought back from attack on Quebec by local militia.31


	1690
	Priscilla Stacy dies after two weeks of unusual behavior during which she “screaked out” in a strange manner.32


	1691
	In the spring, John Maston’s child, of Salem, and Phillip White’s child, of Beverly, both die of fits.


	1692
	Smallpox in Portsmouth and Greenland, New Hampshire; January to end of March, smallpox in Marblehead.


	
	Heavy spring floods in New England.


	
	So many are reported ill in 1692 that only deaths and important cases are mentioned here:


	
	Thomas Green’s twin babies die of fits.


	
	James Beale, a boy in Marblehead, dies from choking fits after recovering from smallpox.


	
	Jonathan Putnam’s eight-week-old baby dies of fits in April.


	
	Sometime that winter, Mary Warren’s mother has “taken ill & dyed.”


	
	Abigail Faulkner’s husband’s fits return. He had first become afflicted in 1687.


	
	Abigail Soames has “laid bedrid a year.”


	
	In September the Cole children see a blinding “light” and have fits—they are the last reported cases to be afflicted in 1692, ending the witch craze era.33


	1693
	Yellow fever comes to Boston by ship from Barbados.34


	1695
	In Germany, a physician writes about an isolated case of encephalitis lethargica, with sleep and eye disorders.35


	1697
	Influenza returns to New England after ten years.36


	1697-1698
	Cerebrospinal meningitis in Dover, New Hampshire; could be typhus.37


	1700
	Malaria appears in the Mississippi Valley, probably from fur traders.


	1712
	Encephalitis lethargica epidemics in Germany.38


	1720
	Colonists begin variolation (inoculation with live matter); already practiced among Africans who came from the Caribbean.


	1721
	Smallpox arrives in Boston by ship from Barbados.


	1735
	First diphtheria, “throat distemper,” outbreak in North America. Reverend Gilman notes it in New Hampshire.


	1745
	Sleeping sickness epidemic in France.39


	1780-1782
	Influenza epidemic that includes sleepiness, delirium, convulsions, and neuralgia. Could be encephalitis lethargica.40


	1830-1833
	Influenza epidemic in France that includes mental symptoms.41


	1889-1891
	Encephalitis lethargica cases appear in Europe and the United States.42


	1890-1891
	Nona epidemic of sleeping sickness in Italy and Hungary, probably an encephalitis lethargica epidemic after an influenza epidemic.43


	1895
	Encephalitis lethargica in parts of the United States and Europe.


	1916-1930
	Encephalitis lethargica pandemic spreads around the world. It appears in several epidemics that recede and return with slightly different symptoms.


	1918-1919
	Encephalitis lethargica appears in the United States.44


	1919
	Hiccup epidemic in Vienna.45


	1966-1969
	Oliver Sacks begins working with post-encephalitic patients from the 1920s who are still hospitalized at Mt. Carmel Hospital, New York.






STATISTICAL APPENDIX

Persons Reporting Afflictions, 1692

Table 1

Victims of Witchcraft by Age and Sex
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Table 2

Possessed Accusers by Sex and Age,

New England, 1620-1725
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Numerical Incidence of Encephalitis Lethargica by Month, 1916- 1923
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Number of Fits Reported in Salem, 1692
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Deaths Reported from Fits in Salem, 1692
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Number of People Reporting Hallucinations (“Visions ”) in Salem, 1672-1692
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These were reported in court records during the 1692 hearings. The periods between clusters of incidents follow the pattern for a disease that retreats into “trough ” of inactivity for several years, to revive again.
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