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PROLOGUE

Being a mobile DJ is one of the most satisfying occupations a person can have.  

Bringing the joy of music to wedding receptions, school dances, class reunions, birthday parties, bar/bat mitzvahs, retirement celebrations and a host of other festive events is both rewarding and fun.

Those who have a love of music, a pleasant personality, and an eagerness to provide top notch customer service can go far in the mobile entertainment industry.

In this book I will explain some ways to get into the business.  I will also include some personal anecdotes from time to time for the purpose of sharing some experience and knowledge from my more than 25 years as a mobile DJ.

My goal in writing this book is to help future DJs learn the in’s and out’s of the mobile DJ business and launch successful careers for themselves.

If you have ever attended a wedding reception, school dance, bar mitzvah or other function where a mobile DJ was performing you may have wondered how they became a DJ and what makes them willing to give up their weekends to entertain others.

For me it started in 1989 when I saw a classified ad in my local newspaper seeking talent for an established mobile DJ company that was opening a branch office in my city.  I had a background in entertaining—having spent several years playing guitar in rock bands—and had always been interested in DJing.

I called the number in the ad, went in for an interview, and was hired on the spot.  I worked for that company for five years—consistently ranking as one of its top performers—before deciding to move on and start my own mobile DJ business.

Along the way I networked with other DJs and started attending yearly mobile DJ conferences in Las Vegas to continue to improve my DJ skills and my business acumen.

My business continued to flourish year-after-year as I built working relationships with venue managers, photographers and caterers. I also received multiple referrals from past clients. Word-of-mouth is the best kind of advertising there is.

Being a mobile DJ has been one of the most rewarding parts of my life and it can be for you also.  I hope you enjoy this book.

I should add that although I have written this book primarily for wedding DJs, the same general information can be applied to other types of events.  If you can DJ a wedding, you have the skill set to handle any type of party.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 1


[image: ]


HOW DO I GET STARTED?

You've thought it over and decided that you would make a great mobile DJ entertainer.

So where to start?

Actually there are a couple of good options.

The best way to get started as a mobile DJ is to contact multi-op DJ businesses (local companies that have several DJs on their roster) in your area, express your interest in becoming a DJ, and ask if they provide training.  Many do.

These companies typically will have you shadow some experienced DJs at a few events before sending you out to perform at your own gigs.

Another way to get into the business is to contact local independent DJs and offer to assist them at gigs in exchange for their mentoring.  Observing a mobile DJ in action - especially at wedding receptions - is great training.  

Offer to help carry and set up gear before the event begins and tear down and load out at the end of the night.  Many DJs would welcome the assistance.  You can also volunteer to take requests from guests during the event, freeing the DJ to focus on the music and formalities.

There are also several excellent instructional videos posted by mobile DJs from around the world on Youtube.  Many seasoned mobile DJs post "gig logs" which are informative video diaries of their evening's work.

EQUIPMENT

A basic setup will include a mixer, headphones, a wired microphone, a wireless microphone (for bridal toasts and clients' use) a dual CD player, a laptop with DJ software, an amplifier and two speakers.  

Alternatively you can forego the amplifier and purchase two powered speakers that have amplifiers built-in.  

Either way it is a good idea to carry a back-up for every piece of sound gear that has a potential for failure.  Namely CD players and amplifiers.  It is wise to carry an extra CD player and a back-up amplifier to every gig.  

If you use powered speakers, purchase a third to have on standby in the event that one of them ever fails. The third powered speaker can also be sold as an add-on if the bride and groom need sound equipment for their wedding ceremony.  Beck sang about "two turntables and a microphone."  I am saying, "three CD players and three powered speakers."  You won't go wrong.

You’ll also need a 6-foot (preferably folding) banquet table to set your gear on.  Hotels and other event venues often provide banquet tables for the DJ’s use, but it is best to use your own.  You will eventually run into a situation where a table is not available for your use and then you have a real problem on your hands.  So always carry your own folding banquet table to events.  It will make you look very professional in the eyes of hotel staff who know they won’t have to worry about having to set up and skirt a table when you are performing.

You will need something to cover the table and all the wires underneath.  So a portable DJ booth/ facade is a great investment.  You can find them readily available on Amazon.com.

DJ SOFTWARE

There are several brands of DJ software that allow you to play and mix music on your laptop.  High end turntable DJs prefer Serato.  Traktor is also well-known.  But one of the most popular and affordable DJ software packages and the one I recommend is Virtual DJ.  Virtual DJ is an intuitive software that is loaded with features like auto beat-matching and can be run on a laptop and operated with an external controller.  It can also be run with just the keyboard and a mouse.  www.virtualdj.com

LIGHTS

Dancefloor lighting is a must for mobile DJs.  You’ll need at least a few DJ lighting fixtures that illuminate the dancefloor and create a sound activated color spectrum.  American DJ and Chauvet are two of the most popular DJ lighting manufacturers and make good quality products.  

Uplighting and gobo projections are also a popular options that are often sold as add-ons for wedding receptions and other events.  Uplighting creates columns of color (to match  the wedding colors or whatever color the client specifies) along the walls of the ballroom and gobo projections project a bride and groom’s names or initials monogram onto a wall for a great effect.  Www.adj.com www.chauvetlighting.com

MUSIC COLLECTION

The most difficult part of putting together your DJ rig will be amassing a music collection that contains everything from Big Band standards to current Top 40 hits.  But that endeavor is made less challenging with the abundance of compilation CDs and online downloads available.

You will have all age groups to entertain at wedding receptions, so you need to have music that will appeal to everyone from 12 to 92.  

There are great compilation CDs available for Big Band, 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s and 2000s hits. 

Back in the 1990s there was a collection put out by Promo Only called the Platinum Series, a 40-disc collection that contained everything a DJ would need up until that time.  Finding a used Platinum Series set on eBay would cover your music needs for a 50-year (1940s-1990s) span.  (www.ebay.com)

Then you would only have to fill in the gaps from the 1990s onward, which wouldn't be difficult to do with the plethora of compilation CDs available these days.

Amazon is a great place to shop for compilation CDs for every genre, including big band, oldies, pop, country, hip-hop, rock, novelty and even current selections.  (www.amazon.com)

There are also great download sites like iTunes where you can purchase individual songs or entire albums to fill in the gaps in your collection. (www.itunes.com)

For $10 per month DJs who use Virtual DJ software can access unlimited popular songs and remixes through its subscription service.  (www.virtualdj.com)

The best way to keep your collection current is to subscribe to a monthly DJ music service like Promo Only, which compiles a monthly CD containing popular current songs in several different genres.  Promo Only packages cost as little as $12 per month.  (www.promoonly.com)

PAPERWORK

In addition to a music collection and sound and lighting equipment, you also are going to need paperwork.  This includes a planning questionnaire, a music list, and a contract.  In the old days that meant creating custom paper documents and sending them to your clients via snail mail or e-mail.  That is still a viable option, however, the best and most economical way I have found to run a DJ business is to subscribe to a service such as DJ Intelligence. 

DJ Intelligence features more than a dozen interactive booking, planning and management tools that allow your client to plan their event completely online.  And the information is always at your fingertips in real time.  No more waiting for the mail to arrive on time or worrying about contracts getting lost in the mail.  DJ Intelligence offers packages that range from $15 for a single-op DJ service to $45 for a multi-op company.  Those prices are a bargain considering how the system streamlines communications and costs less than the average DJ spends on postage mailing out info packets each month.  (www.djintelligence.com)

ADVERTISING

In this day and age a mobile DJ must have a website.  There are dozens of website companies that will host your site and give you tools to design it.  The first step is purchasing a domain name.  Your domain name ideally
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