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      I have very vivid and fond memories of visiting Grandpa Tommy at his home in the suburbs of Detroit, Michigan. He had started a business and his converted basement featured two huge wooden Amish desks on top of which were two large black Royal typewriters, a few adding machines, phones and then swivel chairs galore to sit and twirl upon… it was a young grandsons playground to be sure. I used to watch in amazement as he used a pencil in his teeth to write or type or would use his shoulder to pick up the phone. I was his ‘special’ Grandson and have been honored over the years to be his namesake.
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      There were three main life events that led to this book; first, I took up the exasperating sport of putting that damn little ball in the hole with the flag, second, I had my first heart attack so I began looking back at the men who had the most influence on me and third we found in an attic among things long forgotten, papers, photos and press clippings from Tommy McAuliffe’s time (1893-1967). These along with dozens of interviews and my interactions with him allow me to tell his inspiring life story. I’ve tried to get it right. And besides… I feel I owe him at least a little something because for years I used to carry a folded up copy of the ‘Ripley’s Believe it or Not’ feature in my wallet (see the pictures page). Over the years I’ve won many a round of drinks on the 19th hole with it! This, of course, is not a book about how to play golf but rather on how Golf led to his life philosophy of ‘No Handicaps’ and how his remarkable life inspired and entertained millions.

      His prowess with a golf club was legendary. My Grandfather was the only golfer, with or without arms, who was able to successfully negotiate what they call a ‘nine ball stymie’. Nine balls are lined up 6 inches apart and the golfer then chips them into the cup one after the other without stopping, starting with the ball farthest from the hole… To this day the majority of professional golfers cannot duplicate this feat!

      It was a different time back then to be sure, our country had just gone thru the great depression and the storm clouds of World War II were on the horizon. But this was a man who would not take no for an answer and was determined to have a successful life despite having both arms amputated at the age of 9.  Although much lesser known I would submit Grandpa Tommy’s achievements in overcoming physical adversity and advocating for the disabled are on the same level as world famous Helen Keller and that his life philosophy of ‘no handicaps’ is on par with positive thinking author Norman Vincent Peal with his 1952 book “The Power of Positive Thinking“ or “As A Man Thinkith” by Dr. James Allen published in 1927.

      A thread of commonality runs between all these people and published works. Tommy McAuliffe‘s advocacy before Congress also helped to shape today’s laws of equal opportunity for the disabled. Many of these laws are still on the books today. He also always had time for Veterans and worked with the Disabled American Veteran (DAV) organization and the United Servicemen's Organization (the USO), As he traveled he would make it a point to always regularly visit VA and Children’s  hospitals around the nation. He would just show up and speak with the Special Services Director asking if he could stop by and visit. Grandpa Tommy would joke, talk sports, tell stories and pray with the patients. He would always say that his goal was two-fold; showing them that if he could do it they could too and most importantly just to listen to them and hear their stories.
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      Here’s hoping you’ll find the life of ‘Mr. Mulligan’ Tommy McAuliffe an inspiration and a shining example of a man who didn’t make excuses and loved life despite the cards he had been dealt. Golf is a special sport where there is always something to learn, not just on the links, but principles and ideals that can be applied directly to life as well, particularly in the area of human rehabilitation. His viewpoint resonates even today and his life skills, positive outlook and ‘no handicaps’ philosophy will benefit everyone because sometimes life is a do-over!

      

      Enjoy,

      

      Tom

      2021
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            PROLOGUE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “\Remember Tommy the most important shot in golf is always the next one!” with Walter Hagen, Traverse City, MI. 1949

      

      

      I was born in Buffalo, New York on July 13, 1893, the oldest of five children, and my arms were amputated just below the shoulder after being run over by a street car in 1902 at the age of nine. I have indeed been fortunate and blessed in life and in golf. I have played with the greats including Bobby Jones and Walter Hagan and many other noted golfers who have won national and international golf tournaments. Being able to play is a gift and I remember my first round like it was yesterday…
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      My first 18 holes resulted in 138 strokes and that was back in 1908 as a Caddy. My lowest score at that time was 108 strokes. I stopped swinging clubs professionally in 1914 and did not really hold another club as a pro until 1928 when I went into Vaudeville. I traveled the world and have enjoyed entertaining audiences around the country from the Paramount Theater in New York City to the Orpheum theater in LA. During the 1932, full-time Vaudeville tour, I played 262 rounds of golf on 260 different courses with an average stroke per round of 90. My lowest score in golf is 82, (a score he made three times; in 1929 at the Royal Queensland course in Brisbane Australia, in 1931 with the Erie Downs Golf Club in Canada and again in 1935 at the Lancaster Country Club in New York). I came close again in 1953 at Plum Hollow Golf Club just outside Detroit.

      Going to Capitol Hill to testify before Congress and assist in getting action on bills about Rehabilitation was always an honor. The game of Golf has not only been fun and profitable through the years it has taught me valuable life lessons. It’s been essential in establishing the mental discipline to overcoming losing both arms and the development of the “No Handicaps” philosophy.
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      In Golf parlance to “call a Mulligan“ is to ask for a do-over. In looking back at my life I hope you can see that instead of quitting life when the streetcar took my arms I simply called a ‘Mulligan’ and just decided to do my life over. Realizing as I do that success goes to the fighter and with the sound of screeching metal wheels from the train still fresh in my mind even now years later, I vow every day with a determined grin, to simply start all over again. You can too because there is no handicap in life except a mental one!

      Tommy McAuliffe

      The Commonwealth Club

      Richmond, VA

      1957
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            OL’ NUMBER 13

          

        

      

    

    
      As the sun began to set on the crisp autumn day in southeastern Michigan it cast the familiar golden glow of fall. It was the early 60’s and Tommy McAuliffe teed up on the 18th hole at Plum Hollow Country Club in the suburbs of Detroit where he had played hundreds of times before. As soon as the driver hit the ball Tommy knew he was in trouble. It was another heart attack as the Cancer that was to take his life a few years later began to make itself at home in his body. They say your life flashes before you when you die…

      The nightmarish sound was loud enough to crack teeth as the 20-ton electric street car, number 13, tried to stop. Its steel wheels screeching against metal rails before it cleanly severed both arms just below the shoulder.  Ever since he has always been haunted by that deafening sound… nine year old Tommy McAuliffe’s life both ended and began on that day in 1901.
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      The summer passed and a beautiful autumn was at hand. It was a time of Tweed knickers at the knee, Two-tone shoes, Fedora Hats and Bowties. Everyone was happy and Tommy like most boys his age was into mischief with other kids in the neighborhood. September 13, 1901, was a beautifully crisp fall day. It was the kind of day where the sky is bluer than blue, the leaves have started to turn and for the first time since early spring there’s a cool bite to the air. The McAuliffe family had only moved to the suburbs scarcely a month earlier. Although a little bit above the family budget, the house was really in a prime location right near schools, the hospital, Church and, most importantly, a 18-hole Par-4 golf course. Year’s later Tommy would share, “Little did I understand at the time that God’s well-devised plan was laying a firm foundation for me right from that early age.”

      That afternoon, his Mother had gone to ‘Mike’s’ the local meat market owned by her long time Italian friends the Pirelli’s. Being the oldest of her children, Tommy was instructed to be at the market precisely at 4:30 p.m. to help carry home the groceries. It was a common occurrence and sometimes Tommy felt like he was part Pack Mule.

      "I’ll be there on time,” he assured Mom as she kissed him and ‘her darlings’ goodbye.

      For the next four hours, along with his brother, sisters and Aunt Marguerite, Tommy was engaged in the ritual fall backyard cleanup of fallen leaves. He was carefree and happy. From time to time, he would scamper into the house to learn the time from the family Coo-Coo clock that his Dad had brought back from Europe and the first World War. The work continued and soon in a moment of quiet was heard:

      "Tommy!”

      “Yes, Aunt Margaret?” He replied.

      “It’s 3:30. You’d better get washed, put on a clean shirt and get
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