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​Renewing America: 

​Freedom, Fairness, and Constitutional Transformation 

BY JOHN WEYERMULLER

From the Civic Sense series, straightforward insights and practical answers for those who want to understand the world and improve it.

About the Civic Sense Series

The Civic Sense series was created with a simple goal: to make sense of a complicated world. In a time of political dysfunction, social upheaval, environmental crisis, and economic anxiety, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed or to tune out altogether. These books are an invitation to do the opposite.

Written in clear, accessible language, each volume tackles a major issue shaping our future, from the collapse of civilizations and climate change, to democratic reform, education, economic justice, and beyond. These are not textbooks, academic essays, or political manifestos. They are short, thoughtful guides for everyday people who want to understand what’s happening, why it matters, and what can be done about it.

Each book begins with the big picture, explores how we got here, and offers real-world solutions rooted in history, evidence, and common sense. Whether you’re a concerned citizen, an educator, a student, or just someone looking for clarity, the Civic Sense series is for you.

This is a time for rebuilding, not only our systems, but our civic imagination. That starts with good information, told plainly and honestly. The Civic Sense series is part of that effort: a toolbox for thinking critically, acting wisely, and working together to create a future that is more resilient, more just, and more humane than what we inherited.

​No jargon. No spin. Just ideas that matter. For people who care.

​Introduction to this Omnibus Edition

FREEDOM, REFORM, AND the Future of the Republic

At a time when American democracy feels increasingly fragile, the work of saving our republic cannot be left to chance—or to politicians who have little incentive to change the system that empowered them. It must come from the people. That’s why these three books: Freedom and Fairness, Ten Amendments to Save the Republic, and Refounding America: The Case for a Constitutional Convention, have been brought together in one volume.

Each of these books was written in response to a specific aspect of our current democratic crisis. But together, they form a comprehensive argument: that the American system of government has become deeply unresponsive, structurally outdated, and dangerously unrepresentative and that only bold, citizen-led reform can restore it. This omnibus is not just a collection of critiques. It is a unified civic blueprint for what must come next.

​Book One: Freedom and Fairness

THE FIRST BOOK LAYS the philosophical foundation. Freedom and Fairness argues that these two values, so often treated as opposing forces, are, in fact, the twin pillars of a functioning democracy. Without freedom, fairness becomes meaningless. Without fairness, freedom becomes a privilege for the few.

This book challenges the hollow version of liberty that defines too much of American politics today: a vision of freedom that ignores structural inequality, denies the role of community, and serves power rather than the people. It offers instead a framework where liberty is universal and justice is systemic, where rights are real, and opportunities are shared.

Freedom and Fairness speaks to our values. It calls us back to first principles. It helps us understand what democracy should be for. But values alone are not enough.

​Book Two: Ten Amendments to Save the Republic

THE SECOND BOOK BUILDS on that foundation with specific, actionable reforms. Ten Amendments to Save the Republic lays out a modern Bill of Rights for democratic renewal. It offers a vision of how the Constitution can be amended to address the structural failures that have made our government less responsive, less representative, and less fair.

Among its proposals are a right to vote enshrined in the Constitution, term limits for Congress and the Supreme Court, real campaign finance reform, and an end to the Electoral College. Each amendment is paired with historical context, legal reasoning, and civic insight. The book is a roadmap for reform within the existing constitutional framework.

But as the book itself acknowledges, these amendments are unlikely to pass under current conditions. The institutions they would reform are the very ones that would have to approve them. This is where the third book enters the picture.

​Book Three: Refounding America: The Case for a Constitutional Convention

THE THIRD AND FINAL volume in this collection makes the boldest claim: that the time has come for a new Constitutional Convention.

Refounding America argues that the existing amendment process, requiring two-thirds of Congress and three-fourths of state legislatures, is functionally broken. And more importantly, it wasn’t meant to be the only path to change. The Constitution itself includes Article V, which allows the states to call a convention when enough citizens demand it.

This book addresses fears and misconceptions about a Constitutional Convention head-on. It lays out how it could be structured, who should participate, and how to avoid its risks. It proposes a model based on citizen assemblies, democratic deliberation, and transparent, inclusive design.

This is not a call for revolution. It is a call for renewal. For doing what the founders themselves did. Reimagining the rules of government in response to the needs of their time. We are living in just such a moment.

​Why These Three Books Belong Together

TOGETHER, THESE THREE books form a trilogy of civic transformation:


●  Freedom and Fairness explains why reform is necessary.


●  Ten Amendments proposes what specific reforms we need.


●  Refounding America lays out how we might actually achieve them.




They move from values, to vision, to action. From critique, to proposal, to process. From the promise of democracy to the plan for rebuilding it.

This omnibus edition is not intended to be the final word, it is meant to be a starting point. A tool for citizens, educators, activists, and community leaders. A book for people who still believe that democracy can work, and who are ready to fight for a system that finally lives up to its ideals.

​A New Chapter in an Old Story

AMERICA HAS REWRITTEN the rules of its democracy before. The Constitution we revere today replaced the Articles of Confederation after only a few years. The Bill of Rights, the Reconstruction Amendments, the Progressive reforms of the early 20th century, all were responses to crisis and calls to reimagine what our republic could be. We face such a moment again.

We can cling to systems that no longer serve us. Or we can rise to the challenge of our time, just as earlier generations rose to theirs.
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​Book One

​Restoring the American Dream: The Freedom & Fairness Plan for a Stronger Nation
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​A Nation at a Crossroads
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America is the greatest nation the world has ever known. Built on the ideals of liberty, opportunity, and hard work, our country has long stood as a beacon of hope for those who dared to dream. But today, that dream is slipping out of reach for far too many.

The middle class—the beating heart of our economy—is shrinking. Young people are drowning in debt. Families are choosing between groceries and medical bills. Veterans return home to broken promises. Workers are giving everything they have and still can’t afford a decent life. Meanwhile, billionaires and corporate elites rake in record profits, buy off politicians, and hoard the wealth that working Americans create.

This is not the America we were promised.

And it’s not the America we have to accept.

Both major political parties have promised change for too long but delivered more of the same. They talk about working families while they shake hands with corporate lobbyists behind closed doors. They wave the flag on stage, then pass laws that benefit the few at the expense of the many. They distract us with division while quietly selling out our future.

It’s time for something different.

It’s time for a new movement—one that puts people over profits, workers over Wall Street, and community over corruption. That movement is the Freedom & Fairness Party.

We’re not here to play the old political games. We’re here to rewrite the rules—so they work for the American people, not just the powerful few. We stand for honest work, fair pay, strong families, safe communities, and a government that answers to the people—not donors, not corporations, not special interests.

This book is a call to action. It’s a roadmap for restoring the American Dream—not with vague slogans or empty promises, but with real solutions rooted in the values that built this country: hard work, fairness, patriotism, and freedom.

Whether you’re a farmer or a factory worker, a nurse or a teacher, a soldier or a small business owner—this book is for you. If you believe America should reward work, not just wealth—this book is for you. If you’re tired of being ignored, cheated, and left behind—this book is your voice.

You’re not alone. And you’re not powerless.

Together, we can build a nation that works for everyone again.
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​The Rigged System
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You can feel it, even if no one says it out loud. Something in this country just isn’t working the way it used to.

You get up early, put in your hours, pay your bills, and do your part. You were raised to believe that if you worked hard, you’d get ahead. That there’d be enough to take care of your family, save for the future, and maybe even take a vacation once in a while. That was the deal. That was the American promise.

But somehow, that promise has been broken.

Prices keep rising, but your paycheck barely moves. Groceries cost more. Rent or a mortgage eats up most of your income. A trip to the doctor could mean a pile of bills you’ll spend years paying off. And no matter how hard you try to get ahead, you always seem to fall further behind.[image: ]
Meanwhile, you watch the news and see billionaires adding zeroes to their wealth, giant corporations announcing record profits, and politicians smiling on TV. At the same time, nothing actually gets better for you or your community.

You’re not imagining things. The system really is rigged, and the two political parties are complicit.

For decades, working Americans have been told that the economy is “booming,” the markets are “strong,” and everything is going great. But the only ones who seem to be enjoying that so-called prosperity are the people at the very top, the CEOs, the hedge fund managers, the corporate executives, and the politicians they keep in their back pockets.

These are the folks who benefit from a system designed to protect wealth, not reward work. They’ve written the rules to make sure they win, no matter what happens to everyone else. And they’ve done it while telling the rest of us that this is just how the world works now.

But it wasn’t always this way.

There was a time in America when a single income could support a family. When one job was enough to pay the bills, send the kids to school, and put away a little for retirement. When companies treated workers like people, not expenses to be cut. When community, not corporate greed, shaped our national values.

What changed?

Over time, the powerful learned how to bend the system in their favor. They bought influence in Washington, hired armies of lobbyists, and poured money into the political process until the people we elected stopped listening to us and started answering to them.

Every election cycle, we’re offered a choice: red or blue, Republican or Democrat. But once the speeches are over and the votes are counted, the same people still hold the reins. The policies don’t change, and neither does the outcome for most Americans. It’s a two-party shell game; no matter which way you pick, the house still wins.

Even worse, those in power have learned to keep us distracted. They stir up outrage, amplify division, and keep us arguing over social issues, culture wars, or which side wears the white hat. All the while, they quietly continue serving the same donors, signing the same sweetheart deals, and engaging in insider trading to amass wealth of their own and enrich the same elite class that has drained our country dry.

It’s not just frustrating. It is dangerous. When working people lose faith in the system, when families feel abandoned, when communities fall apart, things begin to unravel. That’s when people start giving up hope.

But we haven’t given up. Not yet. And not without a fight.

That’s why we need a movement based on Freedom & Fairness to challenge the rigged system and give power back to the people it was meant to serve. We believe in an economy that works for those who make it run, not just those who sit at the top collecting the profits. We believe in a government that answers to citizens, not corporations. And we believe in an America where fairness, dignity, and opportunity are not reserved for the wealthy few, but guaranteed for everyone willing to put in the work.

The system is broken because it was built that way. But it can be rebuilt stronger, fairer, and freer for all of us.

The road ahead won’t be easy. But it’s a road worth taking. Because when everyday Americans stand together, nothing—nothing—can stand in our way.
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​The Cost of Inaction
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Regardless of your political affiliation, be honest with yourself. Things are getting worse, not better. If you can put aside your particular political tribe's talking points, it’s clear to everyone. America is not getting better. And if we don’t do something about it, life is only going to get harder for regular, working Americans.

You know it. You feel it in your paycheck. You see it in your grocery bill. You hear it in your kids’ voices when you have to say “no” to the things they need. And yet, as long as their side is in control, Washington politicians keep telling us everything’s fine.

They’re wrong.

Doing nothing is no longer an option. Every year, we delay change, and the damage gets worse. The longer we wait, the deeper the hole becomes and the harder it will be to climb out.

​What Happens If We Stay on This Path?

IF WE DON’T FIX THIS broken system now, we know exactly what will happen. History has shown us what will occur if we continue down this path. Here’s what we’re headed for:


●  The rich will keep getting richer. Big corporations and billionaire elites will keep gobbling up everything—our jobs, our homes, our futures—while paying less in taxes than the average working family.

○  Historically, periods of significant income and wealth inequality have often led to social unrest and upheaval. For instance, during the Gilded Age in the late 19th century, vast corporate wealth and a fee-based governance structure fueled widespread











	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	






​Who’s Really Paying the Price?





​The Truth They Don’t Want You to Hear




​It’s Time to Act. Before It’s Too Late
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