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PREFACE






The Apostle John
was the disciple whom Jesus loved. His gospel makes it clear that
he dearly loved His Lord as well. John had a very high opinion of
Jesus. He told his readers that his reason for writing this gospel
was that they might believe that Jesus was the Son of God and that
by believing, they would have life in His name. John carefully
selected events from the life of Christ with this purpose in mind.
No one can seriously read this gospel without coming to the same
conclusion as John: Jesus is indeed the Christ, the Son of God.

It is my desire
that the readers of this devotional guide see the Lord Jesus as
John saw Him. This is what John would have wanted us to see. If you
do not know the Lord Jesus, maybe you will meet Him on the pages of
John’s Gospel. If you do know Him, my prayer is that this
commentary will enable you to know Him better.

I would encourage
you to take your time reading this book. Read one meditation a day.
Read the Scripture passage associated with each chapter. Pray over
each meditation. Ask the Lord to help you see what He would have
you see. Commit yourself to obey what the Lord reveals to you from
His Word. I pray that this book will help the Gospel of John come
alive for you and that it would have an impact on your walk with
the Lord Jesus and your ministry for Him.

F. Wayne Mac
Leod







INTRODUCTION TO
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN






Author:

John was the son
of Zebedee and brother of James (Matthew 10:2). Both boys grew up
as fishermen in a family that had enough money to hire servants
(Mark 1:20). Jesus met John and his brother when they were
preparing their nets for fishing. He invited them to follow him and
both John and his brother James left their nets to become his
disciples (Matthew 4:21).

John would become
one of Jesus’ closest disciples, known as “the disciple whom Jesus
loved” (see John 13:23; 21:7; 21:20). He is often mentioned with
Peter and James in the presence of Jesus (see Mark 5:37). As one of
Jesus’ closest disciples, he had the privilege of being with Jesus
at some very special moments. He was with him when he was
transfigured on the mountain in Matthew 17:1. He was among the few
that Jesus invited to pray with him in the Garden of Gethsemane
prior to his crucifixion. He was one of the first to receive news
of the resurrection (John 20:2) and saw Jesus when he appeared at
the Lake of Tiberias after his resurrection (John 21:1-3). He was
known for his intensity and zeal, and for this, he and his brother
James were known as the “Sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17).

After the death of
the Lord Jesus, John worked with the apostle Peter (Acts 3:1; 4:13)
and likely became a leader in the church of Jerusalem. Later, he
would be banished to the Island of Patmos where the Lord Jesus
spoke to him in a powerful vision. He recorded that vision in
another book, the book of Revelation.

Background:

The world in which
the apostle John lived was a world that had rejected the Lord
Jesus. At the beginning of his ministry as an apostle, there were
only about 120 believers (Acts 1:15). The mission Jesus had given
the apostles was to preach the gospel beginning in Jerusalem and to
the farthest corners of the world (Acts 1:8). John’s burden, in
writing this book, was to fulfill that commission and show the
world that Jesus Christ was the Son of God come to save his people
from their sins. Everything written in his book has this as its
goal. He wanted people to see Jesus as God and Saviour and
experience life in his name (see John 20:30-31).

Importance of
the Book for Today:

While Matthew,
Mark and Luke are quite similar, John looks at the life of Jesus
from a slightly different angle. His closeness to Jesus adds a
personal touch. The book clearly reveals Jesus as the Son of God
existing from the beginning of time with God the Father and the
Spirit. John shows Jesus to be the fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecy for the salvation of the world. Probably no other passage
has taught us more about what it means to be born again that John’s
description of Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus in John 3. John’s
gospel also has much to teach us about living in the new life Jesus
has given. He deals with a variety of topics including the cost of
discipleship, forgiveness, humility, love and what it means to be a
true disciple. John does this by sharing stories about his own
personal encounter with Jesus and his teaching. He writes in a way
that is simple enough for the new believer to understand yet
challenging to even the most mature. The book has often been used
in evangelism and discipleship of new believers.




Chapter 1 - The
Word






Read John 1:1–5;
9–14

Before he does
anything else, John lets his readers know exactly what his purposes
are in writing. This gospel is about the Lord Jesus Christ. In
John’s day there were many opinions circulating about our Lord.
Some people accepted Him as the Son of God. Others rejected Him as
an impostor. John writes so that all may know the true identity of
the Lord Jesus. In the opening verses, he tells us what he
personally believes about his Lord and gives us a summary statement
of his entire book.

In these opening
verses, the apostle introduces us to the Word. A quick examination
of what John teaches us about the Word will remove any doubt in our
minds concerning the identity of this person. The Word is none
other than our Lord Jesus Christ. A “word” is the expression of the
mind and heart. The expression of the mind and heart of God was
given personality in Jesus Christ. Let us examine what the apostle
John tells us about the expression of the heart and mind of God as
revealed in His Son, the Lord Jesus.

Jesus was in
the beginning

“In the beginning
was the Word,” begins John. The Lord Jesus Christ existed when
nothing else existed. He was there even before the world began. He
had no beginning. As human beings we find it difficult to
understand how something could have no beginning. Unlike us, the
Lord Jesus always existed. It is true that He came to this earth in
the form of a man. He lived among us and died on the cross. John is
telling us here, however, that the Lord Jesus existed even before
He came to this earth as a little baby in a manger. He existed
before the world was formed.

Jesus is
God

John tells us that
the Lord Jesus was with God from the beginning. Notice also that he
tells us that Jesus was God. There was no doubt in the mind of John
as to the deity of the Lord Jesus. This was a belief that was
widely debated in the days of John. There is no doubt here as to
where John stood on this issue. Notice that John spoke of Jesus as
separate from God yet completely one with God. He was with God yet
He was God. From this we understand that while the Lord Jesus has
his own identity as the Son of God, He is still one with God in
every way.

Without Jesus
nothing would exist

John reminds us
that all things were made through Jesus, the Word (verse 3). All
creation owes its existence to the Lord Jesus Christ. We do not
usually attribute the creation of the world to the Lord Jesus. The
normal tendency is to see God the Father as the creator of the
world. John is telling us here that the Lord Jesus, as God is also
the Creator of the world.

In Jesus there
is life

John goes on to
tell us that in Jesus there was life (verse 4). We have already
seen that we owe our physical existence to the Lord Jesus who was
one with the Father in creation. This is only part of the life that
Jesus offers us, however. He also offers us spiritual life. You can
have all this world offers and still be empty and barren inside.
Jesus is also the source of spiritual life. Through His work on the
cross, the Lord Jesus offers us new life. He comes to put His Holy
Spirit in us, enabling us to enter a personal relationship with
God. Without this life we would be lost in our sin and separated
forever from God and His blessing. Jesus came to offer us new
spiritual life. In Him alone we can know this life in
abundance.

Jesus offers
His light to human beings

The life Jesus
offers is compared to a light (verse 4). Without the life of Christ
in us, we are left in the darkness of sin. We would not understand
that we were without God and condemned to an eternity of darkness.
When Jesus gives His life to us, we gain new understanding. His
Holy Spirit opens our eyes to the reality of spiritual matters. The
life He offers is an eternal life. It is a life of forgiveness and
peace with God. His life in us radically transforms us in every
way. We are no longer the same. We become more and more like the
Lord Jesus.

Man rejected
the light of Jesus

The sad thing
about this light is that though the Lord Jesus shone in the
darkness, the world turned its back on Him (verse 5). As a child, I
remember turning over rocks and watching the insects run for the
cover of darkness. They seemed to like living in the darkness. The
light disturbed them. This is the image John paints for us. Christ
came and shone His light on us and we ran like those insects for
the shelter of darkness. Even today men and women are running from
that light. They are unaware of the vastness and beauty of life in
the light of Christ.

The Lord Jesus
came personally to this world and lived among us (verse 10). The
world did not recognize Him. People did not accept Him or place
their confidence in Him. Every breath they breathed, every beat of
their hearts was a reminder of how much they depended on Him as
their Creator, yet they could not find it in their hearts to trust
in Him. His own people did not receive Him. He came as a Jew. He
was raised as a Jew. The people of his own hometown, his brothers
and sisters did not initially believe in Him.

Although most of
His people rejected Him, there were others who did receive Him and
believed in His name (verse 12). To these individuals He gave the
right to become the children of God. Notice that becoming a child
of God is a right given only to those who receive and believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ. Not everyone is a child of God. We do not
become a child of God by being born into this world. We must become
a child of God by receiving and believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Verse 13 tells us that becoming God’s child has nothing to do with
flesh and blood. It has nothing to do with the decision of a
husband and wife to have a child. The apostle John tells us that
there is a physical birth, by which we enter this world. There is
also a spiritual birth, by which we enter the kingdom of heaven. We
can experience this new birth by receiving and believing in Jesus,
the Word. This is all there is to becoming a child of God and
receiving the new life Jesus came to offer. Believe that Jesus is
who He says He is and receive the life and forgiveness He offers.
This is something you can do right now. Why live any longer in the
dark? Today, by believing and receiving this life, you can be set
free from the darkness.

John concluded
this section by stating that the Lord Jesus took on the form of a
man (verse 14). He lived among us. Those who saw Him saw the glory
of God. He came from the Father. He was full of grace and truth.
Grace is the unmerited favor of God toward a sinner. The Lord Jesus
is full of grace. He wants to forgive your sins. He wants to draw
you to His side. He wants you to know and experience the light of
God. Notice that Jesus is also full of truth. This means that you
can put your complete confidence in Him. He is completely
trustworthy. He will never fail. What He says will come to
pass.

There is no doubt
in the mind of John as to the identity of the Lord Jesus. He is
God, the Creator and Sustainer of life. He is our hope of eternal
life. He offers this eternal life to you today. He is full of grace
and truth. Not only does He want to forgive but you can trust Him
fully to accomplish all He said He would. It is my prayer that
those who read this commentary would place their full trust in this
Word of God. He alone is worthy of our confidence.






For
Consideration:


	
What are the conflicting ideas
about Jesus in our day?



	
What does John teach us here about
the Lord Je-sus?



	
Why did the Lord Jesus come to
this earth?



	
Are you a child of God today? How
can you know this?





For Prayer:


	
Thank the Lord for coming to earth
to reveal the light of God to us?



	
Have you received the forgiveness
of sin? Do you have this spiritual life the Lord Jesus came to
offer? If not, take a moment right now to ask Him to forgive you
and to put His new life in you.



	
Do you have friends or loved ones
who have not yet accepted this life Christ came to offer? Take a
moment to pray for them.








Chapter 2 - A MAN
SENT FROM GOD






Read John 1:6–8;
15–34

We have already
met the Lord Jesus Christ. John now wants to introduce us to the
man called of God to introduce our Lord to the world. His name is
John the Baptist. He is not to be confused with the author of this
book.

John the Baptist
was sent by God to be a witness to the light (verse 6). Verse 5
tells us that Jesus was the light that shone in the darkness. We
are told that John the Baptist bore witness so that men and women
would believe in the Lord Jesus (verse 7). It would be through the
testimony of John the Baptist that men and women would come to a
saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus. We too have been called to be a
witness to the light. Like John the Baptist, we are the instruments
through which men and women will come to know the Lord Jesus.

The apostle John
wanted to make it clear that John the Baptist was not the light
(verse 8). There were times when the Jews wondered if he was the
Messiah. John the Baptist was careful not to take the glory away
from the Lord. He was aware of his role as a simple and unworthy
witness. He did not hesitate to speak of the greatness of the Lord
Jesus. He told those who came to him that he was not even worthy to
untie the Lord’s sandals (verse 27). John the Baptist knew who he
was. He was a simple sinner whom Jesus had touched and forgiven. He
was nothing special in himself. His purpose in life was to point
others to the Lord Jesus.

Not everyone
understood the ministry of John the Baptist. On one occasion, the
Jews sent priests and Levites to question him about his ministry
and message. They asked him who he was. There were opinions
circulating in the community that he might be the Christ or a
prophet. Some even believed that he was the prophet Elijah come
back from the dead (verse 21). John was clear about who he was. He
was a simple voice crying out in the wilder-ness, preparing the way
for the Lord. He saw himself as the fulfillment of Isaiah’s
prophecy:

A voice of one
calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the lord; make straight
in the wilderness highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised
up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become
level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the lord will be
revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of
the lord has spoken.” (Isaiah 40:3-5)

Isaiah prophesied
of a time when the glory of the Lord would be revealed on this
earth. Before that glory was revealed, however, a voice from the
wilderness would cry out to announce its coming. John was that
voice. He understood his place and calling. He understood that he
was the fulfillment of this prophecy. His calling was to announce
the coming of the glory of the Lord. That glory was to be found in
the presence of the Lord Jesus, the Son of God on this earth.

The Pharisees
questioned John about why he baptized if he was not the Messiah
(verses 24–25). Baptism was seen as an initiation into a certain
faith. The Pharisees interpreted what John was doing as gathering
disciples for himself. The understanding was that those who were
baptized became followers of the one who baptized them. In verse 31
John the Baptist told the Pharisees that he baptized so that Jesus
Christ would be revealed to Israel. He did not baptize to gain
followers for himself but to point people to the work the Lord
Jesus would do. We will examine the baptism of John the Baptist in
more detail in another passage. Notice in the following verses what
John told Israel about the Lord Jesus.

He surpasses me
(verse 15)

We have already
seen how John the Baptist told the Jews that Jesus was greater than
he was. John the Baptist recognized Jesus as God. Jesus surpassed
John, according to verse 15, because Jesus “was before” John. Even
though John was older than Jesus he knew that Jesus existed from
the beginning. John saw himself as a humble servant of Jesus, the
eternal God.

From the
fullness of His grace we receive blessing (verse 16)

John the Baptist
reminded his listeners that they had received one blessing after
another from Jesus. As the creator of the world, the Lord Jesus had
blessed them in abundance. There is nothing we have that does not
come from His hand. Not only are we physically blessed by the Lord
Jesus, but we have also received many spiritual blessings from His
hand as well. What a wonderful Lord we have. How we need to bow
down in thanksgiving to Him for all that He has done for us. We
have received from Him one blessing after another.

He is the
source of grace and truth (verse 17)

In verse 17 the
apostle John reminded His listeners that while the law was good it
could never save their souls. It only proved to them that they were
sinners in need of constant cleansing. In the Lord Jesus, however,
people received grace. He came to offer us complete pardon and
cleansing once for all. He came to usher us directly into the
presence of God. He came to give us acceptance with God. He came to
forgive us from our sins past, present and future. He is the source
of abundant grace.

Not only is Jesus
the source of grace, He is also the source of truth. There is much
debate in our day over truth. There are many opinions about God and
how we can get to heaven. While opinions vary, there is only one
source for truth. Jesus is that source. If you want to know truth,
you must come to Jesus. We dare not listen to anyone else.

He is the Lamb
of God (verse 29)

According to John
the Baptist, Jesus was “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world!” (verse 29). In the Old Testament, lambs were sacrificed
for the sins of God’s people. Jesus became the sacrifice for our
sins. He was a perfect sacrifice. His sacrifice was a once-for-all
sacrifice. He died once and paid for all the sins we will ever
commit. There is no more need of a sacrifice for sin. Our Lord
Jesus, as the sacrificial lamb, paid the price in full.

He is the Son
of God (verses 32–34)

John the Baptist
declared Jesus as the chosen one of God. John saw the Spirit of God
fall on Him. The Lord had given this to John as a sign: “The one on
whom you see the Spirit descend is He who will baptize with the
Holy Spirit” (verse 33). John saw the Spirit of God come on our
Lord in fulfillment of this word. There was no doubt in his mind
that Jesus was the Son of God.

John baptized
those who came to him to point them to the one who would baptize
them with the Holy Spirit. His baptism was a foreshadowing of what
was to come. He baptized people in anticipation of the Messiah’s
reign. An individual baptized by John’s baptism turned his back on
sin and submitted himself to the coming reign of the Messiah.

How about you?
Have you submitted yourself to the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ?
Have you recognized Him as Lord of all? Have you fallen at His feet
and surrendered to His lordship? Have you come to Him as your only
hope of eternal life? Is your life wholly and completely devoted to
the Lord Jesus?






For
Consideration:


	
The desire of John the Baptist
here was that the Lord Jesus receive all the glory. Is this your
heart’s desire?



	
What does John the Baptist teach
us here about the Lord Jesus?



	
John the Baptist was fully aware
of his calling as a servant of God. What is God’s call on your
life?



	
What is it about John’s
relationship with the Lord that you admire?





For Prayer:


	
Ask God to give you a greater
understanding of the ministry and person of the Lord Jesus?



	
Ask God to help you understand the
ministry He has given you personally. Ask Him to help you to be
faithful to that ministry for His glory.



	
Ask the Lord to give you a heart
like John’s—full of devotion and love for the Lord Jesus.








Chapter 3 -
JESUS' FIRST DISCIPLES






Read John
1:35–51

In the last
meditation we discovered that John the Baptist was called to
testify to the Light so that all might believe. He was an
instrument in God’s hands for the spread of the good news about the
Lord Jesus Christ. God would draw men and women to himself through
John the Baptist. In this section we see that John was not the only
one to be called to such a ministry.

On one occasion,
as John was speaking to his followers, he saw the Lord Jesus
passing by. “Look,” he said, “the Lamb of God” (verse 35). When
John’s disciples heard him say this, they left his side and
followed Jesus. Have you ever had someone leave your church to go
to another? What was your response? Often, when this happens, there
is a spirit of jealousy and bitterness. How did John feel when his
disciples left him to follow the Lord? Later some of John the
Baptist’s disciples noticed that people were leaving their group to
follow Jesus. They brought this issue to John’s attention. John
responded, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30 KJV).
John was not in the least concerned that he was losing followers to
the Lord Jesus. Here in chapter 1, John pointed his disciples to
Jesus and watched them leave. He rejoiced that they followed the
Lord. John was not interested in competing with his Lord. He wanted
Jesus to receive all the attention and focus.

When two of John’s
disciples met the Lord, they asked Him where He lived. It may be
that they wanted to spend time with Him and listen to His teaching.
No doubt they had many questions that even John could not answer.
Their former master had told them that this man, Jesus, was the
Messiah, but they had to discover this for them-selves. They wanted
to sit down and listen to what Jesus had to say. They needed to see
for themselves.

Jesus invited them
to stay with Him. The Bible tells us that they spent the day with
Him. From verse 39 we understand that it was about the tenth hour
of the day when they went with Jesus. The tenth hour of the day
would be about four o’clock in the afternoon. We can only imagine
the type of questions that these men had for the Lord.

While we do not
know the subject of the conversation, we do know the result. Verse
40 tells us that one of the disciples was a man by the name of
Andrew. The first thing Andrew did was to tell his brother Simon
that they had found the Messiah. Obviously, Andrew’s opinion was no
longer based on what John the Baptist had told him. Andrew had now
formed his own opinion about the Lord Jesus. You can sense a
certain excitement in this verse: “We have found the Messiah,” said
Andrew. There is no doubt in his mind. He does not say, “I think we
have found the Messiah” or “Simon, come and meet this man. I was
wondering if He could possibly be the Messiah.” Andrew’s mind was
made up. There was no question about the identity of Jesus.

John the Baptist
pointed Andrew to the Lord. Andrew in turn pointed Simon to the
Lord. I am sure that Simon too had many questions as he came to
meet Jesus. We sometimes think that we need to answer all the
objections that anyone might have before leading them to the Lord.
Andrew did not have all the answers when he first came to Jesus. I
am sure that Simon was the same. They found their answers only when
they came to the Lord. They came with all their questions and
doubts and found their answers in Jesus.

When Jesus met
Simon, he changed his name. Jesus told him he would no longer be
known as “Simon.” He would be called “Cephas,” in the Aramaic
language, or “Peter,” in the Greek language. Both names mean
“rock.” In Biblical times a name represented the character of the
individual. We are not told what Peter was like before he met the
Lord Jesus. After his encounter with the Lord Jesus, however, he
would become Peter the rock.

What was the
significance of this name? Did Jesus name him “the rock” because of
what he would endure for the cause of Christ? Peter would speak a
lot about suffering in his letters. It may also be possible that
Jesus changed Simon’s name to represent something that he would
become for the church. Peter would become one of the founders of
the early church. He would be used of God in a missionary capacity
to establish believers. He would become a very influential figure
in the church of the New Testament period. His teaching about Jesus
and his ministry would be a foundation stone upon which the early
church would be built. What is clear is that the Lord Jesus knew
that Peter would be an important part of the work He was going to
do on this earth.

The Lord Jesus had
a purpose for Peter. It was only in coming to Jesus that this
purpose could be fulfilled. Andrew played a vital role in that
overall plan of God. He introduced Peter to the Lord. You never
know what will become of the individuals you introduce to the Lord
Jesus. Each of us has a particular role to play in the expansion of
the kingdom of God.

The next day Jesus
left for Galilee. There He found a man by the name of Philip. Jesus
invited Philip to follow Him. We are not told how long Philip
followed the Lord. Like John and Andrew, however, Philip could not
keep what he saw in Jesus to himself. He spoke to a friend named
Nathanael and told him that they had found the one of whom Moses
spoke—Jesus of Nazareth. There was a natural compulsion on the part
of these individuals to share the good news of Jesus with others.
Like John the Baptist, they understood that their experience with
the Lord was not meant to be kept for themselves. They seemed
unable to keep it to themselves. They had to share it with
others.

When Nathanael
heard that Jesus was from Nazareth, he refused to believe what
Philip told him. He had certain prejudices against this town. “Can
anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked Philip (verse 46).
Have you ever met people like this? You try to share the Lord with
them, but they are so filled with their own preconceived notions
that they cannot hear what you are saying. Maybe they have met some
hypocritical Christians over the years. Maybe they feel that this
“Jesus stuff” is for weaklings. Maybe they have been turned off by
an unloving Christian who preached at them about their evil ways
without living the life of Christ before them.

Philip was not
distracted in his witness because of Nathanael’s prejudices. “Come
and see,” he told Nathanael. That was all he said. He did not try
to deal with all Nathanael’s objections. He did not try to solve
all his problems before bringing him to the Lord. All Philip said
was: “Come and see.” For some strange reason Nathanael took Philip
up on his offer and went with him to meet Jesus. Sometimes that is
all that is required. You don’t have to answer all objections. You
simply have to point people to Jesus. He will do the rest.

What Jesus had to
say to Nathanael shattered all his prejudice. Jesus said to
Nathanael: “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing
false” (verse 47). What Jesus was saying was something like this:
“Nathanael, there is nothing hypocritical about you. You say what
you think. You do not believe in me. You are coming to me with all
your doubts and prejudices. I know all about them.” Nathanael asked
Jesus: “How do you know me?” Nathanael was surprised by the direct
approach of Jesus. Jesus responded: “I saw you while you were still
under the fig tree before Philip called you.”

Nathanael was in
shock. We do not know what he was doing under that fig tree. Had he
been praying? Had he been doing something wrong? We are not told.
This was a very personal matter between Nathanael and Jesus. What
is important to note is that Jesus knew everything about Nathanael.
Jesus knew the thoughts of his mind. He knew his every movement.
Nathanael’s prejudices were shattered. This man Jesus must be the
Messiah. Nathanael declared, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you
are the King of Israel.’ Jesus told Nathanael, “You shall see
greater things than that.” Nathanael saw Jesus for himself. Jesus
met Nathanael in his particular need. Nathanael now was absolutely
convinced He was the Messiah.

Jesus told
Nathanael in verse 51 that he would see the angels of God ascending
and descending on the Son of Man. The meaning of this verse is
debated among commentators. We may interpret it literally. There
may have been an occasion, not recorded for us in the gospels, when
Nathanael actually saw the angels ministering to the Lord in such a
way. It is also possible to understand this verse in a figurative
sense. The opening up of the heavens and the angels as messengers
of God ascending and descending could clearly be Christ’s way of
saying to Nathanael that he would reveal many more such matters to
him. Christ would open his understanding to the things of God in a
way he had never understood before. What is clear in this passage
is that the Lord promised Nathanael that He had not finished with
him. Nathanael had many unanswered questions. In time the Lord
would give him answers. Nathanael’s salvation was only the
beginning of what God wanted to do in Him.

What does this
passage have to say to us today? It reminds us of our
responsibility to share the good news of the Lord Jesus Christ with
others. Each of these men received an invitation to follow the Lord
Jesus Christ. Nathanael came with many doubts. Simon and Andrew
came with unanswered questions. Those who led them to the Lord were
not able to answer all their questions. We may not have the answers
to the objections people have to Jesus. This never should keep us
from pointing them to the Lord, who alone can answer their
questions.

Maybe you have
been putting off coming to the Lord because of your many unanswered
questions. The very fact that you do not come to the only one who
can give you an answer means that you never will find the answers
you need. Only Jesus has the answers to your objections. Come to
Him with all of your objections and unanswered questions. Let Him
minister to you and provide the answers you need.






For
Consideration:


	
Do we need to have all the answers
before pointing someone to the Lord Jesus? What does this passage
teach us?



	
Do you have the need to share
Christ with those around you? If not, what do you suppose is
stop-ping you from sharing Him with your friends and
acquaintances?





For Prayer:


	
Ask God to show you what hinders
you from sharing Christ with others.



	
Take a moment to pray for friends
or loved ones who are presently in need of the Lord. Ask God to
reveal Himself to them.



	
Ask God to open an opportunity for
you to share with someone the hope you have in Christ.








Chapter 4 - THE
MARRIAGE OF CANA






Read John
2:1–11

The setting was a
wedding in Cana of Galilee. The time was three days after the
calling of Nathanael. Jesus, His disciples, and His mother had been
invited to the wedding. It was here that Jesus performed His first
public miracle.

A problem arose
during the wedding. The master of the feast ran out of wine. Have
you ever invited someone to your home for a meal and run out of
food? You can imagine the embarrassment of this situation. To
invite quests to a banquet and not serve them would have been a
tremendous insult. The honor of the family was at stake. This would
not be very easily forgotten. The master of the banquet was in a
difficult situation indeed. Mary, the mother of Jesus, came to
Jesus with the problem.

Why did Mary come
to Jesus? I believe she came because she believed He could do
something about this embarrassing dilemma. It may have been that
this situation came about because of poor planning. Someone had not
correctly estimated the amount of wine needed. It may have been
that they ran out of wine because people were drinking too much.
Have you ever found yourself in difficulty because of a bad
decision? You hesitated to go to the Lord because you made such a
mess of things. Mary came to Jesus because she had confidence she
bring this problem to Him.

Mary has much to
teach us here. Do you have the boldness of Mary today? Will you
come humbly to the Lord with your failures and pain and ask Him to
heal you and those you have hurt? Mary had the boldness to come to
Jesus.

Jesus’ initial
response to Mary is puzzling. The King James Version tells us that
Jesus responded by saying: “Woman, what have I to do with you? Mine
hour is not yet come” (2:4). How are we to understand such a
seemingly harsh response by our Lord toward His mother? We need to
understand that the term “woman” here is a term of endearment. The
New International Version of the Bible translates this by the words
“dear woman.” What Jesus is saying is something like this: “Dear
woman, why are you asking me about it? It is not yet time for me to
reveal my power to the world.”

Have you ever
prayed to the Lord for something and received the answer: “It is
not yet time?” What do you do when the Lord gives you this answer?
Mary turns to the servants and tells them to do whatever Jesus
asked them to do. There is a note of expectation in Mary’s words.
Though the Lord had not yet answered her prayer, she did not lose
heart. She knew he had heard her request. Her faith was not
shattered. She left her request with Jesus expecting that in His
time, He would answer.

Was it because of
Mary’s faith that the Lord chose to answer? We do not know. What we
do know, however, is that when Mary left, Jesus called the servants
to fill six water pots with water. He did not explain to them why
they were to do this. Each of these pots could hold twenty to
thirty gallons of water (seventy-five to one hundred and fifteen
liters). It would have taken some time to fill them.

When the pots were
filled, Jesus told the servants to draw water from the pots and
give it to the master of the banquet. Have you ever wondered what
must have been going through the minds of these servants as they
brought this water to the master? They had just filled the pots
with water. Jesus was asking them to take water to the master.
Would he have appreciated the servants bringing him water as a
solution to his problem? What would be his response towards the
servants for this cruel joke at his expense?

Mary had told them
to do whatever the Lord had commanded, so the servants obeyed. They
took the water to the master. It had changed into wine. When the
master of the banquet tasted the wine, he discovered that it was a
much better than the wine his guests had been drinking. Mary was
not discouraged when the Lord told her that it was not the right
time. She waited on him. Her waiting proved worthwhile. Don’t be
discouraged if God does not answer your prayer right away. Keep on
trusting and waiting. In his time, the Lord will answer.

The Bible tells us
that the master of the banquet did not know where the wine came
from. He assumed that the bridegroom had gotten it from a secret
stock he had hidden away. “You have saved the best till now,” he
told the bridegroom (verse 10). It seems that only Mary, the
servants, and the disciples were fully aware of what had taken
place that day.

Not only did Jesus
answer Mary’s prayer, he exceeded her expectations They now had all
the wine they needed. The quality of the wine also was superior to
the wine that they had at first. What a wonderful God we serve.
While man had failed, Jesus worked it all out for good. Not only
did He work everything out, the results went far beyond their
wildest dreams. This story teaches us something about the grace and
compassion of our Lord. He is willing to do far more than you can
ask or think. He shows us here that he delights in picking up the
broken pieces and making them right again.

Verse 11 tells us
that his disciples believed in Him that day because of this
miracle. While the disciples already believed in the Lord, this
miracle confirmed to them that He really was the Son of God. Their
faith was strengthened because of what they had seen in that
miracle. Not only was the situation made right again, but Jesus
received the glory and praise.

Have you failed in
your life? Has that failure been an embarrassment to you? This
story ought to encourage you to run to the Lord. Don’t hesitate to
come to Him today and tell Him your failure. Don’t hesitate to ask
him to fix it for you. He delights in making things right. He is
willing to do more than you could ever imagine.






For
Consideration:


	
Have you ever failed in your walk
with the Lord? What was that failure? Have you ever taken this
matter to the Lord for healing?



	
What does this passage teach us
about the com-passion of the Lord Jesus?



	
What do you learn about prayer
through Mary’s request?



	
Does the Lord answer in the way we
think He should answer our prayers? Explain.





For Prayer:


	
Ask the Lord to forgive you for
your failures in life. Ask him to heal both yourself and those you
hurt from the pain caused by this failure.



	
Thank the Lord that He is a God of
tremendous grace and compassion.



	
Ask the Lord to give you greater
faith and trust in Him. Thank Him that He answers our prayers in
His time and in His way.
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