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Prologue
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Have you ever heard of a queen who met more world leaders than anyone else in history, worked as a mechanic during a war, and ruled a kingdom for over 70 years? That’s Queen Elizabeth II — a woman who wore crowns and colorful hats, loved dogs and horses, and became one of the most respected and admired leaders the world has ever known.

This book is your guide to discovering the incredible life of Queen Elizabeth II. From her childhood in royal palaces to becoming queen at just 25, she faced challenges, made tough decisions, and always put her country first. But behind the royal wave and sparkling tiaras was a person who believed in duty, kindness, and staying strong no matter what.

Whether you're curious about royal traditions, want to learn about her famous corgis, or just love true stories about amazing people, you’re in the right place. Get ready to meet the queen who ruled with grace — and find out why millions of people around the world will always remember her.

Let’s begin our royal journey!
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Chapter 1: A Princess Is Born

[image: image]


On April 21, 1926, in a cozy townhouse in London, a baby girl was born who would one day grow up to become one of the most famous and longest-reigning queens in the world. Her full name was Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor. From the very beginning, she was a special baby, but at the time of her birth, no one expected her to become queen. Her parents were the Duke and Duchess of York, and she was their first child. Her father, Prince Albert (later King George VI), was the second son of King George V, which meant that Elizabeth was not in the direct line to the throne—at least not yet.

Elizabeth grew up surrounded by love and care. Her family called her "Lilibet," a nickname she gave herself as a toddler when she couldn’t pronounce her own name properly. Everyone in the family thought it was adorable, and the name stuck. As a baby, Elizabeth had golden curls and big, curious eyes. She was a quiet and observant child who liked to watch and listen more than speak. From the beginning, people noticed she had a calm and thoughtful personality, even when she was very small.

Her early life was not filled with palaces and fancy balls. In fact, Elizabeth lived a rather normal life for someone in the royal family. She played with her toys, had tea parties with her dolls, and enjoyed spending time with her little sister Margaret, who was born four years later. The two sisters were very close and often played pretend games, dressed up in costumes, and told each other stories. Even though they were princesses, their childhood was happy, playful, and full of imagination.

From a young age, Elizabeth was taught the importance of manners, respect, and duty. Her parents believed in raising their daughters with a sense of responsibility, even though they didn’t yet know what a huge role Elizabeth would one day play. She was also introduced to the royal family’s traditions and was gently guided in how to behave properly in public and during important events. But most of all, she was encouraged to be kind, curious, and honest.

Elizabeth’s grandparents, King George V and Queen Mary, were also part of her life. King George V was a strong and serious king, but he adored little Elizabeth. He would call her his “pride and joy” and loved when she came to visit him. Queen Mary was very proper and strict, but she wanted Elizabeth to learn about history, art, and the royal family’s long heritage. So even when Elizabeth was just a little girl, she started learning about her family’s past and what it meant to be part of the British royal family.

Elizabeth was also given an excellent education. She didn’t go to a regular school like most children. Instead, she was taught at home by private tutors. She studied subjects like history, literature, languages, and even constitutional law—the rules that guide how the British government works. She was a hardworking and curious student who loved learning new things. She especially liked stories about famous kings and queens from long ago. She would ask many questions and try to understand how leaders made decisions and helped their people.

Even though her early life was filled with learning and responsibility, Elizabeth also had time for fun. She loved animals, especially dogs and horses. She got her first pony when she was just four years old and began riding almost every day. Her love for horses stayed with her throughout her entire life. She also had a group of corgi dogs, which became one of her favorite animals. Her first corgi, named Dookie, quickly became part of the family, and over the years she would have many more.

When she was born, people celebrated her arrival, but no one knew that history was quietly being written. The newspapers announced the birth of a healthy baby princess, and crowds gathered outside the house to cheer. But she was still only third in line to the throne, after her uncle Edward and her father. It wasn’t until her uncle, King Edward VIII, decided to give up the throne in 1936, that everything changed for Elizabeth. Her father became king, and she became the heir to the throne—the next in line to become queen.

So, even though Elizabeth didn’t start out life expecting to rule a kingdom, destiny had other plans for her. From her very first days as a baby princess, through her early childhood filled with love and learning, she was slowly being prepared for a future that would one day make her one of the most respected and admired monarchs in history. Her story began quietly, with a small baby born in a London home, but it would grow to touch millions of lives all around the world.
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Chapter 2: Growing Up in the Palace
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Growing up in the palace might sound like a magical fairy tale, filled with ballrooms, golden carriages, and sparkling crowns. But for young Princess Elizabeth, it was a mix of royal tradition, family love, and quiet responsibilities that helped shape her into the queen she would one day become. After her father became King George VI in 1936, when Elizabeth was just ten years old, her life changed in a very big way. That meant she and her family moved into Buckingham Palace, the grand and historic royal home in the heart of London.

Buckingham Palace was huge, with over 700 rooms, secret passageways, and enormous gardens. It had glittering chandeliers, red carpets, and fancy portraits of kings and queens from long ago. But even though the palace looked like something out of a storybook, Elizabeth's life there wasn’t always full of fun and games. She had a strict schedule to follow, important lessons to learn, and many royal rules to obey. Every morning, she would wake up early, have breakfast, and begin her lessons with her private tutors. She studied a wide range of subjects, like British history, geography, literature, and French. She was also taught about the British constitution and how the government worked, because one day, she would be expected to lead a country.

Elizabeth didn’t go to a regular school like most children her age, which meant she didn’t have the same kind of classmates or a school playground to run around in. But she was never truly lonely. She had her younger sister, Princess Margaret, by her side. The two girls were best friends and often played together when lessons were over. They put on plays for their parents and the palace staff, dressing up in costumes and performing songs. The palace became their stage, and their imaginations turned royal halls into magical kingdoms. They would laugh, twirl, and make up stories together, bringing life and joy into the grand old building.

Despite being a princess, Elizabeth lived under careful guidance. Her parents, especially her mother, Queen Elizabeth (later known as the Queen Mother), believed in raising their daughters with a strong sense of duty and kindness. They wanted their girls to grow up polite, responsible, and well-educated. The royal staff made sure the girls followed proper manners at all times, like curtsying to adults, writing thank-you notes, and sitting up straight at the dinner table. These small habits helped prepare Elizabeth for the royal life that awaited her.

Even though life inside the palace was filled with learning and royal lessons, Elizabeth also had time for things she loved. She adored animals and had a deep love for dogs and horses. Her corgi dogs followed her everywhere in the palace halls, and she often visited the royal stables to see her ponies. By the time she was a teenager, she was already an excellent horse rider, and riding became one of her favorite ways to relax and have fun. The palace gardens gave
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