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EDITOR’S NOTE

The charm of Ireland and its remarkable people is, like the mythical Shannon that flows through many of its counties, seemingly endless. Irish history stretches back into the dark days of the Celts, yet there is light, laughter and a sense of laissez-faire in the Irish men and women of today. Few nations can claim to ridicule themselves so expertly as the Irish – the wicked wit of Oscar Wilde, for example, who claimed that ‘Life is far too important a thing ever to talk seriously about’, will live forever. James Joyce echoed this sentiment with his remark that ‘Funerals in Ireland are so jolly they should be called funferalls.’ Indeed, nothing in life seems to be able to dampen the enduring spirit of the Irish – though their history stretches back to the dark days of the Celts, they are, at the same time, ‘ferociously tenacious’, as Edna O’Brien put it. Where better to share a laugh than at the local tavern, where legendary Irish hospitality can be sampled? There you can toast, bless and curse your way through an evening, perhaps employing such classics as ‘May all the goats in Gorey chase you to hell.’

These memorable sayings, and many more, can be found in this collection of Irish wit and wisdom.


CELTIC CHARACTER

I’m a product of my Irish culture… I could no more lose that than I could my sense of identity.

GABRIEL BYRNE
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THERE IS NO LANGUAGE LIKE THE IRISH FOR SOOTHING AND QUIETING.

JOHN MILLINGTON SYNGE
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The heart of an Irishman is nothing but his imagination.

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW
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EVERYONE IS A VISIONARY, IF YOU SCRATCH HIM DEEP ENOUGH. BUT THE CELT, UNLIKE ANY OTHER, IS A VISIONARY WITHOUT SCRATCHING.

W. B. YEATS
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All the world’s a stage and most of us are desperately unrehearsed.

SEÁN O’CASEY
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I NEVER PUT OFF TILL TOMORROW WHAT I CAN POSSIBLY DO – THE DAY AFTER.

OSCAR WILDE
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This is one race of people for whom psychoanalysis is of no use whatsoever.

SIGMUND FREUD
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I’M IRISH. WE THINK SIDEWAYS.

SPIKE MILLIGAN
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Other people have a nationality. The Irish… have a psychosis.

BRENDAN BEHAN

 
 
 


The Irish do love telling stories, and
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we are suspicious of people who don’t have
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long, complicated conversations.

MAEVE BINCHY



 
 
 

IT’S NOT THAT THE IRISH ARE CYNICAL…RATHER THAT THEY HAVE A WONDERFUL LACK OF RESPECT FOR EVERYTHING AND EVERYBODY.

BRENDAN BEHAN
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Above all else, deep in my soul, I’m a tough Irishwoman.

MAUREEN O’HARA
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BEING IRISH IS VERY MUCH A PART OF WHO I AM. I TAKE IT EVERYWHERE WITH ME.

COLIN FARRELL
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I can’t think of anything you might say about Irish people that is absolutely true.

ANNE ENRIGHT
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YOU CAN’T HEAR IRISH TUNES WITHOUT KNOWING YOU’RE IRISH, AND WANTING TO POUND THAT FACT INTO THE FLOOR.

JENNIFER ARMSTRONG
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In Ireland most complaints are made with a whisper.

DAVID MONAGAN
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AN IRISHMAN WILL ALWAYS SOFTEN BAD NEWS, SO THAT A MAJOR CORONARY IS NO MORE THAN ‘A BAD TURN’.

HUGH LEONARD
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If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again. Then quit… no point in being a damn fool about it.

W. C. FIELDS
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NO LIFE IS SO HARD THAT YOU CAN’T MAKE IT EASIER BY THE WAY YOU TAKE IT.

ELLEN GLASGOW
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What do I know about man’s destiny? I could tell you more about radishes.

SAMUEL BECKETT
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IRISH MALES ARE A PIECE OF WORK, ARE THEY NOT?

BONO
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Overheard at O’Banion’s Beer Emporium: ‘Pardon me, darlin’, but I’m writin’ a telephone book. C’n I have yer number?’

HENRY D. SPALDING

[image: ]

AH, IRELAND... THAT DAMNABLE, DELIGHTFUL COUNTRY, WHERE EVERYTHING THAT IS RIGHT IS THE OPPOSITE OF WHAT IT OUGHT TO BE.

BENJAMIN DISRAELI
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My one claim to originality among Irishmen is that I have never made a speech.

GEORGE MOORE
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WHEN I DIE DUBLIN WILL BE WRITTEN IN MY HEART.

JAMES JOYCE
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Ireland is where strange tales begin and happy endings are possible.

CHARLES HAUGHEY
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IN IRELAND THE INEVITABLE NEVER HAPPENS AND THE UNEXPECTED CONSTANTLY OCCURS.

JOHN PENTLAND MAHAFFY
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When anyone asks me about the Irish character, I say look at the trees. Maimed, stark and misshapen, but ferociously tenacious.

EDNA O’BRIEN
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LOVE IS NEVER DEFEATED. AND, I COULD ADD, THE HISTORY OF IRELAND PROVES THAT, IF IT WERE NOT SO, HUMANITY WOULD ONLY BE CONDEMNED TO DESTRUCTION.

POPE JOHN PAUL II
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Listen to our tunes, observe a Celtic scroll: we always decorate our essence.

FRANK DELANEY
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THE IRISH SEEM TO HAVE MORE FIRE ABOUT THEM THAN THE SCOTS.

SEAN CONNERY
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My dad was a really silly man. A great Irish silly man. And that’s fine.

JOAN CUSACK
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IF YOU’RE FORTUNATE… YOU COME FROM THE KIDDING KIND OF IRISH FAMILY.

P. J. O’ROURKE


THE EMERALD ISLE

There’s no need to fear the wind if your haystacks are tied down.

IRISH PROVERB
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THE INNER CITY ARCHITECTURE OF DUBLIN IS LIKE A LADY IN THE MORNING WITHOUT HER MAKE-UP ON.

JIM TUNNEY
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I went to Ireland once… it was a beautiful country, and both the women and men were good-looking.

JAMES CAGNEY
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EVERY CRAG AND GNARLED TREE AND LONELY VALLEY HAS ITS OWN STRANGE AND GRACEFUL LEGEND ATTACHED TO IT.

Douglas Hyde



 
 
 

Ireland’s ruins are historic emotions surrendered to time.

HORACE SUTTON
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NOW SWEETLY LIES OLD IRELAND EMERALD GREEN BEYOND THE FOAM, AWAKENING SWEET MEMORIES, CALLING THE HEART BACK HOME.

ANONYMOUS
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This little country that inspires the biggest things – your best days are still ahead.

BARACK OBAMA, ON IRELAND
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O, IRELAND! ISN’T GRAND YOU LOOK—LIKE A BRIDE IN HER RICH ADORNIN! WITH ALL THE PENT-UP LOVE OF MY HEART I BID YOU THE TOP OF THE MORNING!

JOHN LOCKE
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Capital punishment means having to live in Ireland.

SEAN KILROY
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TO ANYONE WITH A DROP OF IRISH BLOOD IN THEM THE LAND THEY LIVE ON IS LIKE THEIR MOTHER.

ALEXANDRA RIPLEY
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Ireland, in breadth, and for wholesomeness and serenity of climate, far surpasses Britain.

VENERABLE BEDE
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WE HAVE THE SOULS OF POETS… WE DELIGHT IN THE BEAUTY OF STRANGE PLACES AND DARK PLACES IN OUR HEARTS.

EILIS FLYNN
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Geographically, Ireland is a medium-sized rural island that is slowly but steadily being consumed by sheep.

DAVE BARRY


LAUGH IT OFF


Why should you never iron a four-leaf clover?
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You don’t want to press your luck.

DARYL STOUT



 
 
 

THE ONE THING US IRISH HAVE IS THE ABILITY TO LAUGH AT OURSELVES… GOD BLESS US ALL.

ANN KENNEDY
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They treat a joke as a serious thing and a serious thing as a joke.

SEÁN O’CASEY
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I’M IRISH, SO I’M MESSING ALL THE TIME. WHICH MEANS, I’M HAVING A LAUGH. I’M ALWAYS MAKING JOKES.

SAOIRSE RONAN
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The Irish and British, they love satire, it’s a large part of the culture.

BEN NICHOLSON
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NOTHING IS AS EASY AS IT LOOKS; EVERYTHING TAKES LONGER THAN YOU EXPECT; AND IF ANYTHING CAN GO WRONG, IT WILL AND AT THE WORST POSSIBLE MOMENT.

MURPHY’S LAW
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Everyone is wise until he speaks.

IRISH PROVERB
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THE IRISH IGNORE ANYTHING THEY CAN’T DRINK OR PUNCH.

IRISH PROVERB
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A quiet Irishman is about as harmless as a powder magazine built over a match factory.

JAMES DUNNE
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THE IRISH GAVE THE BAGPIPES TO THE SCOTS AS A JOKE, BUT THE SCOTS HAVEN’T SEEN THE JOKE YET.

OLIVER HERFORD
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You’re not too old when your hair turns grey. You’re not too old when your teeth decay. But you’ll know you’re awaiting that final sleep, When your mind makes promises your body can’t keep.

ANONYMOUS
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IF IT WAS RAINING SOUP, THE IRISH WOULD GO OUT WITH FORKS.

BRENDAN BEHAN
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A good laugh and a long sleep are the two best cures for anything.

IRISH PROVERB
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IRISH ALZHEIMER’S: YOU FORGET EVERYTHING EXCEPT THE GRUDGES.

Judy Collins



 
 
 

AN IRISHMAN WAS ASKED IF THE IRISH ALWAYS ANSWER ONE QUESTION WITH ANOTHER. ‘WHO TOLD YOU THAT?’ HE REPLIED.

NIALL TÓIBÍN
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Here’s to eyes in your heads and none in your spuds.

IRISH TOAST
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CONTRACEPTIVES SHOULD BE USED ON EVERY CONCEIVABLE OCCASION.

SPIKE MILLIGAN
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One swallow doesn’t make a pint.

RICHARD HARRIS
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OF THEIR QUICKNESS AS TO THE HUMOUR THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT.

CHARLES DICKENS
ON HIS DUBLIN AUDIENCE

 
 
 


Everyone is nice
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until the cow gets into the garden.

IRISH PROVERB



 
 
 

Is it still considered a shock if you intentionally touch an electric fence?

MARK O’DOHERTY
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EVERYTHING IS FUNNY AS LONG AS IT IS HAPPENING TO SOMEONE ELSE.

WILL ROGERS
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My way of joking is to tell the truth. It’s the funniest joke in the world.

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW
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IN IRELAND EVERYBODY IN THE ROOM ALREADY THINKS THEY’RE FUNNY, SO YOU’VE GOT TO PROVE TO THEM THAT YOU’RE FUNNIER.

JASON BYRNE
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If you want to tell people the truth, make them laugh, otherwise they’ll kill you.

OSCAR WILDE
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IF YOU’VE GOT NOTHING BUT A SENSE OF HUMOUR, YOU WILL SURVIVE.

PHIL LYNOTT


DRINK UP

Ireland sober is Ireland stiff.

JAMES JOYCE
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MAY THE JOYS OF TODAY BE THOSE OF TOMORROW. THE GOBLETS OF LIFE HOLD NO DREGS OF SORROW.

IRISH TOAST
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I know I’ve got Irish blood because I wake up every day with a… hangover.

NOEL GALLAGHER
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WHEN WE DRINK, WE GET DRUNK. WHEN WE GET DRUNK, WE FALL ASLEEP. WHEN WE FALL ASLEEP, WE COMMIT NO SIN. WHEN WE COMMIT NO SIN, WE GO TO HEAVEN. SOOOOO, LET’S ALL GET DRUNK, AND GO TO HEAVEN!

IRISH TOAST
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Only Irish coffee provides in a single glass all four essential food groups: alcohol, caffeine, sugar and fat.

ALEX LEVINE
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THE PROBLEM WITH SOME PEOPLE IS THAT WHEN THEY AREN’T DRUNK, THEY’RE SOBER.

W. B. Yeats



 
 
 

THOSE WHO DRINK TO FORGET, PLEASE PAY IN ADVANCE.

SIGN AT THE HIBERNIAN BAR, CORK CITY
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The drink and I have been friends for so long, it would be a pity for me to leave without one last kiss.

TURLOUGH O’CAROLAN
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MAY THE WINDS OF FORTUNE SAIL YOU, MAY YOU SAIL A GENTLE SEA. MAY IT ALWAYS BE THE OTHER GUY WHO SAYS, ‘THIS DRINK’S ON ME.’

IRISH TOAST
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May you have the health of a salmon – a strong heart and a wet mouth.

IRISH TOAST
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I ONLY DRINK ON TWO OCCASIONS – WHEN I AM THIRSTY AND WHEN I’M NOT.

BRENDAN BEHAN
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I’m Irish and the Irish are very emotionally moved. My mother is Irish and she cries during
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