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        INTRODUCTION

        THE BEAUTY
OF DUCT TAPE

    

    
        Bags are some of my favorite things. I feel that I should have the right to own as many of them as I want. Why? Because they make me happy.

    

    To offset the cost of what can be an expensive collection, I make my own bags out of many materials. Because the closest fabric shop is at least a forty-minute drive from my house, I am more likely to search for raw materials in a grocery or hardware store. What I’ve discovered is that the most versatile material for making a bag is duct tape.

    When duct tape is layered together into large double-sided pieces, it can be cut like cloth. But unlike traditional fiber-based material, this duct tape “fabric” does not need to be sewn with a needle and thread. The seams are held together with more duct tape, which means you won’t be searching for the dreaded seam ripper after belatedly discovering a mistake.

    The first time I made a duct tape fabric, I used black duct tape because it was a safe choice. Black matches everything, right? The fabric also resembled black patent leather, which I did not expect. After transforming it into a simple clutch bag, I was surprised by how little it resembled duct tape. It easily became my everyday purse. It wasn’t long before I began trying out other colors and patterns of duct tape and making bags of various sizes and shapes.

    Speaking of colors and patterns, you have so many offerings to choose from now: fabric-inspired options like chevron, plaid, argyle, linen, denim, leopard print, and camouflage. I’ve also seen tape named after wood: Brazilian rosewood, mahogany, and white oak.

    Duct tape can be woven, striped, made into a faux patchwork, gathered into ruffles, or cut into fringes. It can be divided into pieces and fitted together like a jigsaw puzzle. It can be made into petals, which you can use like appliqué. All of this may sound as if it’s delicate or intricate work, but the techniques in this book will show you how to do it all. You just need to remember that it’s duct tape and almost any problem can be fixed. So don’t be afraid to dive right in.

    The information in the Essentials section that follows contains a lot of the basics needed to complete each bag project. The most important thing to know is how to make a duct tape fabric. Then you are ready to start crafting any style of bag.

    You can undo something in the middle of a project to change a color or a shape. You can add more duct tape fabric if you belatedly discover that your measurements are wrong. You don’t have to be intimidated; you can simply begin and play.






    
        THE ESSENTIALS

        BASIC TOOLS
OF THE TRADE

    

    
        So what do duct tape crafters use besides duct tape and their massive arm strength? Here are lists of my must-haves and nice-to-haves.

    

    Before diving headfirst into the colorful world of duct tape bags, you’ll need to set up your crafting area with the right tools and materials. And it’s also helpful to see how to actually make a duct tape fabric, which can be used for many things besides bags. Yes, you can buy a few rolls of duct tape and start crafting, but you can avoid wasting your materials by knowing the essentials beforehand.

    YOU MUST HAVE

    PARCHMENT PAPER (ALSO KNOWN AS BAKERY PAPER): this is not to be confused with traditional writing parchment, which is made from animal skin. Parchment paper is made with silicone and is nonstick. When making duct tape fabrics or duct tape stickers, strips of tape are placed on top of parchment paper and then later peeled off. Parchment paper is available at grocery stores; the standard roll size is 15" (38cm) wide.

    SELF-HEALING CUTTING MAT, at least 18" × 24" (45.5cm × 61cm): duct tape will stay put but also will peel off with ease when placed on top of it.

    SCISSORS, at least 6" (15cm) long: these are best for cutting strips off a roll or cutting down large duct tape fabrics into smaller pieces.

    CRAFT KNIFE WITH EXTRA BLADES (size 11): use with a metal ruler to cut straight edges on duct tape fabrics.

    METAL RULER WITH CORK BACK, 12" (30.5cm): use with a craft knife to make straight edges on the duct tape fabrics. The blade of the craft knife moves against the edge of the ruler as it cuts the fabric below it. The cork back prevents the ruler from moving.

    GRAPHITE PENCIL: this is for tracing and drawing on top of parchment paper. Ink pens and markers will run, while the graphite of a pencil will adhere to the surface.

    BALLPOINT PEN

    GREASE PENCIL: also known as a China marker, this is for tracing a bag shape onto a duct tape fabric and making tick marks. It comes off easily with a little bit of oil.

    FLAT-NOSE PLIERS: use to attach the store-bought closures to the bags.

    HAMMER: use to attach the jeans button closure and the grommets to the bags. 

    IT WOULD BE NICE TO HAVE

    DETAIL SCISSORS, spring-loaded with 3" (7.5cm) blade: these types of scissors are usually found in the floral-arrangement section of crafts stores or the gardening section of hardware stores. They are fantastic for cutting out intricate shapes.

    OVERSIZE METAL RULER WITH CORK BACK, 24" (61cm) or longer: a bigger ruler makes cutting long lines easier, but it’s not necessary.

    STENCILS OF BASIC GEOMETRIC SHAPES (AND IN VARIOUS SIZES): although you can use cans or bottle caps to trace circles, stencils are more convenient. 

    CIRCLES INKING TEMPLATE, which is a stencil that can be found at arts and craft stores. They make tracing circles a lot easier and more accurate, sometimes down to the 32ndth of an inch. 

    ⅛" (3MM) HOLE PUNCH: cutting out holes can be accomplished with scissors, but a hole punch can save time—and your hands.

    KEEP YOUR METAL TOOLS CLEAN!

    It is important to be sure all your metal cutting tools are well oiled and gunk-free. Before you start any cutting, rub a little oil on the blades with a paper towel or rag.

    While you are crafting, be mindful of any gunk buildup on the blades and remove it before it causes a problem; when you are finished, be sure to clean and oil your tools.

    You can use almost any oil or even petroleum jelly. Whenever I am crafting, I keep a paper towel with oil on it inside a nearby zip lock bag. If my scissors or craft knife starts to get gunky, then I dip them in the bag and wipe the blades on the paper towel. The gunk comes right off. I can zip up the bag and reuse the paper towel.

    PLANNING AHEAD

    TAPE USAGE

    When dreaming up a bag, it’s best to do a quick sketch to determine the parts. Of course this is not necessary for the forty bag projects in this book because the dimensions and the parts are included. But once you decide to move outside the realm of this book, it’s a good idea to carry a pencil and a small pad of paper with you; inspiration can happen at the strangest moments. Or, if you see a design, pattern, or even a bag that you like, don’t be afraid to whip out your phone for a snapshot.

    The type of bag you want should determine the size of the one you make. This will help you figure out how much duct tape you’ll need. For instance, a wristlet or clutch is usually a small rectangular bag that is no larger than 10" (25.5cm) wide. If you are using a single color or patterned tape, you may need only one roll to complete your project. But a messenger bag, which is a larger rectangular bag that measures around 17" (43cm) wide and has a flap, may take three rolls of tape to complete. Make sure you have enough tape before starting your bag.

    Here are some tips on gauging how much tape you’ll need:

    SMALL (maximum size is 8" wide × 8" high × 3" deep [20.5cm × 20.5cm × 7.5cm]): you will need at least 10 yd (9.1m) of duct tape.

    MEDIUM (maximum size is 12" × 12" × 4" deep [30.5cm × 30.5cm × 10cm]): you will need 15–20 yd (13.7–18.2m) of duct tape.

    LARGE (maximum size is 18" × 15" × 4" deep [45.5cm × 38cm x 10cm]): you will need at least 30 yd (27.4m) of duct tape.

    The standard width of most duct tape rolls is 1.88" (4.78cm). Full rolls are available in 10 yd (9.1m), 15 yd (13.7m), 20 yd (18.2m), and 30 yd (27.3m). Silver, black, and white are usually available in 20 yd (18.2m) and 30 yd (27.3m) rolls. Other solid colors such as red, blue, or green are sold in 15 yd (13.7m) and 20 yd (18.2m) rolls. Patterns and prints come in 10 yd (9.1m) rolls. Be sure to read the yardage on the duct tape roll to make sure you get enough of the color, print, or pattern you want. For example, a 10 yd (9.1m) roll of duct tape is only enough for a small bag. So if you are looking to make a messenger bag with a patterned duct tape, one 10 yd (9.1m) roll may be enough for only the flap.

    If you are making a small to medium bag, then one duct tape fabric will suffice. If you are making a large bag, you will need to make two fabrics and tape them together. While it is possible to make one oversize duct tape fabric, it is easier and more manageable to work with smaller fabrics. A larger duct tape fabric takes more time to complete. Smaller fabrics allow you to take a break from your project and not be completely lost when returning to it.

    The color of the duct tape used for the fabric back side should not be an afterthought. The fabric’s back side will eventually be the inside of the bag; a neutral print or solid color can give the impression that your bag is lined and give it an overall finished look.

    After you finish some of the projects in this book, you can try to make one without a clear plan. Play around with the different methods used to create the designs in this book, such as weaving or pleating. Make a duct tape fabric just for the design aspect; treat the surface like a canvas and create colorful patterns of your own. Maybe then you’ll be inspired to cut your fabric into a particular size or shape. Don’t be afraid to let function take a backseat to your creativity.
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    PATTERNS AND TEMPLATES

    In many projects, such as Regatta and Galaxy, templates are provided for a design element or for the overall bag shape. For the bag-shape templates, cut along the outline and then place the template on top of the duct tape fabric. In many cases, the step-by-step instructions indicate that the template is for the left side and should be aligned with the left edges of the fabric or the parchment paper. You will need to flip the template or the parchment paper over for the mirror image and then complete the tracing, because the template is only giving you half of the actual bag shape or design element. Since most people—including myself—have printers that use letter-size paper, I tried to fit the template within the 8½" × 11" (21.5cm × 28cm) boundaries. If I was unable, I cut the template in half and gave instructions on how to use it.

    For sticker templates, like the ones used in Caribbean Dream and the Bowler Hat, you’ll place a piece of parchment paper on top of them and then trace the template according to the step-by-step instructions. You’ll stick duct tape over the parchment paper and flip it over; you’ll still be able to see the tracing through the parchment paper because it is transparent. Cut the stickers out around the tracing and remove the parchment paper when indicated in the project instructions.

    SECURING THE SEAMS

    For securing the seams of your bags, it’s best to use a heavy-duty duct tape. The stickier the tape, the better. However, the more industrial-strength stuff comes only in black, white, or the ubiquitous silver. If you are using a patterned or colored tape for the inside of the bag, set aside a few extra strips to cover up the heavy-duty tape used at the seams. To streamline the projects in this book, I’ve used only heavy-duty tape for the seams.

    STORE-BOUGHT CLOSURES

    There are three different types of store-bought closures in this book: a magnetic snap, a jeans button, and neodymium disc magnets. A magnetic snap is best used for messenger and flap bags, and a jeans button is the perfect closure for small bags. Neodymium disc magnets may sound impressive, but they are simple round magnets that you can pick up at any hardware store. They are cheap, readily available, and can be used on just about any type of bag.

    
    
        TUTORIAL

        HOW TO MAKE
 A DUCT TAPE
 FABRIC

        TOOLS

        •self-healing cutting mat

        •parchment paper

        •craft knife

        •metal ruler with cork backing

    

    
    Every project in this book requires at least one double-sided duct tape fabric. The instructions will start with the assumption that you already know how to make it. Please refer back to this tutorial as needed.

    For the most part, you will always start with the back side of the fabric. The amount of duct tape required will be noted at the beginning of every project. When making the back side of the fabric, you will always need a piece of parchment paper. Strips are placed on top of the parchment paper, which makes it easier to turn the fabric and work on the other side. Ideally the size of the parchment paper should be the exact size of the fabric that you are making, which gives you a visual image of the size of the fabric you will need. The strips of tape you stick together to make the fabric should be approximately 1" (2.5cm) longer than the dimensions of the fabric, so the ends of each strip will stick to the cutting mat along the outer perimeter of the parchment paper. This prevents the whole fabric from moving until you are ready to flip it over.
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    BUBBLES. If there are bubbles in the fabric, puncture them to release the air and then run a finger over the bubble to smooth it out.

    GAPS BETWEEN STRIPS. If the strips don’t overlap properly and you see a gap, cover the gap with a narrow strip of tape that is the same color, print, or pattern.

    STRIPS THAT ACCIDENTALLY GET STUCK IN THE WRONG PLACE. Cut off that offending strip as much as possible and then evaluate how much of the fabric was not affected. You can cut around it and then reattach the pieces with duct tape. Or you can cut out the salvaged piece and then build it back to the desired size by adding more strips.
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    1Stick the first strip to the bottom edge of the parchment paper. //A Place the next strip above it on the parchment paper, overlapping the long edge approximately ⅛" (3mm) but no more than ¼" (6mm).//
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    Repeat with the other strips, connecting them into one large piece. //B Once all the strips are on the parchment paper, the back side of the duct tape fabric is complete.//
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    2//C Flip the working fabric over and gently remove the parchment: start at one of the bottom corners and pull up in a diagonal motion.//  The sticky back of the tape will now be exposed. (Always save your parchment paper; it can be reused many times.) 
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    3TO CREATE THE FRONT SIDE OF THE FABRIC, start at one end and adhere the first strip to the back side of the fabric in the opposite direction so that it is perpendicular to the back strips; that is, if the back-side strips were placed in the horizontal position, then the strips for the front will be placed in the vertical position. This makes the fabric strong and less likely to tear. //D Repeat, again overlapping the long edges of the strips approximately ⅛" (3mm) but no more than ¼" (6mm), connecting them into one large piece.//
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    4//E Using the metal ruler and craft knife, trim the fabric down to the desired size.//  If you make a mistake in the middle of making the fabric, it is still possible to salvage all or some of it.
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        TUTORIAL

        MAGNETIC
SNAP
CLOSURE

        TOOLS

        •self-healing cutting mat

        •craft knife

        •flat-nose pliers

        •magnetic snap closure

    

    
    All the magnetic snaps used in this book are ¾" (2cm) in diameter. Each one has a male part, a female part, and two washers. You will need a pair of flat-nose pliers to fold down the prongs of the male and female parts. To maintain a smooth front surface of the bag, it is best not to attach the male part directly to the bag fabric. Instead, we’ll first attach it to a strip of duct tape and then place it on the inside of the bag.

    1//A Take the male part and push the 2 prongs against the center of your strip of tape.// (Each project will indicate the length of the tape strip you’ll need.) Remove the male part to reveal 2 indentations made on the tape. 
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    2//B Using a craft knife make 2 small slits where the indentations are. Push the prongs of the male part through the slits.// The prongs should end up on the sticky side of the tape. Slip a washer through the prongs and use flat-nose pliers to fold the prongs down. 
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    3Place the strip of tape on the bottom edge and center it on the back side of the bag’s flap.

    4Attach the female part to the male part. Close the flap and press down against the magnetic snap. The prongs of the female part should make indentations on the opposing side of the flap. 

    5Open the flap. Use a craft knife to cut small slits where the prongs have made indentations. Push the prongs of the female part through the slits from the front side of the fabric. //C The prongs should end up on the inside of the bag.//
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    6Slip a washer through the prongs and use a pair of pliers to fold the prongs down. Place a strip of tape over the washer to cover it.

    
    
        TUTORIAL

        JEANS
BUTTON
CLOSURE

        TOOLS

        •self-healing cutting mat

        •craft knife

    	•metal ruler with cork backing

        •hammer

        •jeans button

    

    
    All the jeans buttons used in this book are ¾" (2cm) in diameter. A jeans button always comes with a metal brad that attaches to it from the back side of the duct tape fabric. You will need a hammer to attach this closure. Every project in this book that uses one will indicate the location for the jeans button.

    
    
    
    
    
    
    1//A Starting from the back side, push the brad through the duct tape fabric.//  The brad is very sharp and should easily pierce the fabric
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    //B Place the jeans button on top of the brad.//  Firmly but gently tap on the top of the jeans button with a hammer until it is attached to the brad. 
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    2On the flap of the bag, use a craft knife to cut a 1" (2.5cm) horizontal slit. Cut that slit into an elongated spheroid (football shape) approximately ⅛" (3mm) high for the buttonhole.  
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    3Close the flap over the jeans button. Push the jeans button through the slit to finish the closure. 
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        TUTORIAL

        NEODYMIUM
MAGNET
CLOSURE

        TOOLS

        •self-healing cutting mat

        •neodymium magnets

    

    
    All the neodymium magnets used in this book are ½" (13mm) in diameter and 1/16" (1.5mm) thick. Every closure will need at least one pair of magnets and two strips of heavy-duty duct tape. Each project will state how long the tape strips need to be. If the project calls for two pairs of magnets, be sure that they are positioned 1" (2.5cm) from the outer ends of the tape strips.

    1Place the first duct tape strip lengthwise on the worktable, sticky side facing up. 

    2//A Stick the magnet or first pair of magnets to the strip of duct tape.// Flip over the strip of tape so the sticky side is facing down.
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    3//B Place the second strip, sticky side facing up, directly on top of the first strip.// Be sure to line up the edges.
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    4//C Stick the second magnet or pair of magnets to the second strip.// Allow it to be attracted to the first magnet or pair of magnets below the tape strips. 
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    5Place the magnets or tape strip on opposing bag edges. //D Make sure the magnets are in the correct location in order for them to attach to the opposite set and close the bag opening properly.// 

    
        [image: ]

    
        [image: ]







	
    		[image: ]


	
		I’m a firm believer that good things come in small packages—or I should say small bags. Clutches and wristlets may seem like trifles in the big, bad world of oversize carryalls, but they can be the awesome accessories that tie an outfit together.

		For traveling light, nothing beats a clutch, because it forces you to take only what you need. And for a night on the town, a wristlet provides the compactness of a clutch, but with the added strap to loop around your hand, so the chance of misplacing it is slim.

	

	
		
			[image: ]

    		
	PROJECT: SUMMER FLING

	Summer Fling

    	LEVEL: EASY

		When I see this little sky-blue wristlet, I imagine myself strolling along the boardwalk in a sundress and strappy sandals. It dangles from my wrist, securely containing life’s necessities: a few dollars for ice cream, my sunglasses, and a tube of coconut-scented sunblock. And just like a beach bum, the Summer Fling is a little lazy, a bit flirty, and entirely focused on having fun.

    	
    	DUCT TAPE

		white (heavy duty), 3 yd (2.7m)

		light blue, 3 yd (2.7m)

		white (regular), 1 yd (0.9m)

		ADDITIONAL MATERIALS

		parchment paper, 13½" × 10" (34.5cm × 25.5cm)

		magnetic snap closure, ¾" (2cm) diameter

		TOOLS

	
		•scissors

		•craft knife

		•metal ruler

		•white grease pencil

		•flat-nose pliers

	

	1Place the parchment paper on the worktable in the portrait position. Make a duct tape fabric for the back side using 8 strips of 11" (28cm) white heavy-duty duct tape. Flip the working fabric over so the parchment paper is facing up. Trim the fabric to 13½" × 10" (34.5cm × 25.5cm). Gently peel off the parchment paper, exposing the sticky side of the fabric. Set aside.

    	2TO MAKE THE PLEATS FOR THE FRONT OF THE BAG, place 6 strips of 14½" (37cm) light blue duct tape on the worktable with the sticky sides facing up. //A On each strip, fold back one of the long edges approximately ⅛" (3mm).//
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    	3 You will now add the pleats to the sticky side of the fabric, perpendicular to the direction of the strips on the back side.  Line up the folded edge of the first pleat with the outer left edge of fabric. Add the next pleat so that it overlaps the first pleat by about ⅛" (3mm), again with the folded edge on the left side. Repeat with a third pleat. Starting at the outer right edge of the fabric, line up the folded side of a pleat so that the folded edge is on the right. Repeat with the other 2 pleats. //B There should be a space in the center of the 3 pleats on the right and the 3 on the left.//
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	4TO MAKE THE WHITE PLEAT that goes in the center, cut a 14½" (37cm) strip of white regular duct tape. Fold back both long edges approximately ⅛" (3mm). //C Place the pleat in the center of the blue pleats, covering the open space.//
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    	5Trim the height of the fabric to 13½" (34.5cm). Flip the fabric over so the white heavy-duty side is facing up. Be sure it’s in the portrait position.

		6Starting at the bottom corners, measure up 4¾" (12cm) along the left and right edges. Mark these points with a grease pencil.

		7Carefully cut a 4¾" (12cm) strip of white heavy-duty duct tape in half lengthwise. //D Starting at the bottom corners, place a strip vertically on both the left and right edges of the fabric. Be sure that only half of each strip is on the fabric so you can fold the strips back.//
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    	8//E As you fold back the tape strips along the left and right edges, pull up the bottom edge of the fabric so it folds horizontally at the 4¾" (12cm) marks.//  The sticky side of the tape strips should close up the side seams, creating a pouch with a top flap.
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    	9To flatten the bottom of the bag, measure ½" (13mm) inward from each corner along the bottom edge. //F Mark these points with a grease pencil.//
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    	10Cut a 3½" (9cm) strip of blue duct tape in half lengthwise. //G Pinch each bottom corner of the bag into a triangle. Fold the point of the triangle down and inward along the bottom of the bag, making a perpendicular line at the ½" (13mm) mark.//
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    	Attach the strips of blue duct tape across the tip of the corner triangle and against the bag to hold them in place. 

    	

    	11TO MAKE THE STRAP, //H fold a 14" (35.5cm) strip of white regular tape lengthwise into thirds, then fold it in half crosswise. Insert 3" (7.5cm) of the open end of the strap inside the left corner of the bag opening at a 45-degree angle.//
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    	Place a 4" (10cm) strip of white heavy-duty duct tape over the open strap end, attaching it to the inside of the bag. 

    	

    	12 Trim the corners of the flap in a curved line, rounding them.

		

	13 Use 2 strips of 3" (7.5cm) white heavy-duty duct tape to center and attach the magnetic snap closure ½" (13mm) from the edge of the flap. 
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	PROJECT: OPERA

    	Opera

    	LEVEL: EASY

		Opera is a classic little purse that every woman should have in her collection. Opera also can be the accessory, the sassy piece of your ensemble. If you’re not altogether sure how to jazz up your style for the evening, pair your outfit with this shiny gold clutch. It also makes any gold jewelry that you are wearing pop.

		
    	DUCT TAPE

		black (heavy duty), 5 yd (4.6m)

		gold chrome, 5 yd (4.6m)

		ADDITIONAL MATERIALS

		parchment paper, 12" × 12" (30.5cm × 30.5cm)

			printout of template for bag lips, trimmed to outline of shape

		empty ½-gallon (1.89L) milk carton, rinsed, dried, and taken apart at the seams

		2 neodymium magnets, ½" (13mm) diameter, 1/16" (1.5mm) thick

		TOOLS

	
		•scissors

		•craft knife

		•metal ruler

		•white grease pencil

	

	1Place the parchment paper on the worktable. Make a duct tape fabric using 8 strips of 13" (33cm) black duct tape for the back side and 8 strips of 13" (33cm) gold duct tape for the front side. Trim the fabric to 12" × 12" (30.5cm × 30.5cm).

		2Place the fabric with the black side facing up. Measure up 6" (15cm) from the bottom corners along the left and right edges. Mark with a grease pencil.

		3Carefully cut
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