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For our dear parents,
Charles and Thelma Reinhart
and
George and Leona Weigel

A heartfelt THANKS for introducing us to radio.


FOREWORD BY KELLY STEWART

When I was growing up, I saw my father, Jimmy Stewart, on film, but I never heard him on the air. His radio series, The Six Shooter, premiered when I was only two. After that, TV pretty much took over home entertainment, and the radio wasn’t on much in our house except for when the Dodgers were playing. In fact, my only awareness of Dad’s life on the air came from one memorable story he used to tell. This involved an episode he had done for a thriller series called Suspense, during which the actors created the sound of boiling blood by blowing through a straw into a glass of water. What sticks in my mind is not so much the story, but the telling of it. Dad would speak slowly and menacingly, with an evil glint in his eye. It was clear that he’d had terrific fun doing this show.

I heard The Six Shooter only after my father died. While my sister and brother and I were sorting through our parents’ home, we found, in the back of a cupboard, a set of cassettes with the whole series. I listened to it on my car’s tape deck while driving from L.A. to northern California. It was a revelation. Dad was an absolutely wonderful radio actor, with the most compelling and evocative delivery. His character, Britt Ponset, was Mr. Cool — droll, sweet, unflappable, but not to be messed with — a cowboy reminiscent of the hero in the early western, Destry Rides Again. For the first time I understood why people mourned the demise of radio.

But Britt Ponset was not my father’s only foray into the airwaves, something that became clear when Mr. Reinhart sent me the book, along with some recordings. This exceptional volume documents and describes in impressive detail, Jimmy Stewart’s radio days: his numerous dramatic performances, including The Six Shooter, his public service announcements, and guest appearances. The book contains some delightful surprises. I never realized, for example, that my dad had ever played a leprechaun (“O’Halloran’s Luck”), or could even do an Irish accent, for that matter. Compiling material from numerous sources, this wonderfully illustrated archive will be of value for those interested, not just in my father’s career, but in radio in general and its interface with TV, film, and American culture. Britt Ponset may never ride the airwaves again, but the record of his having been there is now here for all to read. Congratulations to Mr. & Mrs. Reinhart on their achievement.

Kelly Stewart

February, 2010
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We would like to offer our special thanks to the Jimmy Stewart Museum and its staff for complete dedication and support of our project.

The Mission of The Jimmy Stewart Museum “is to preserve and interpret the life history and career of stage and screen actor James Maitland Stewart.” Since its opening in May 1995, the Museum has become an important tourist destination, annually drawing more than 10,000 visitors from many nations, with significant benefit to the struggling Indiana County economy.

Jimmy Stewart’s life embodies professional achievement and service to community and nation. His illustrious career encompassed theater, film, radio, and television from 1930 through 1990 and included important milestones in the histories of those media. He won an Oscar for his role in The Philadelphia Story in 1940 and in 1985 was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Oscar. Mr. Stewart’s distinguished military career began with his enlistment as a private in the Army Air Corps in 1941. He flew and commanded 20 combat missions, rose in rank to colonel, received the Distinguished Flying Cross and Croix du Guerre, and attained the rank of Brigadier General in the Air Force Reserves before his military retirement in 1968. In 1985, he was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom. During his lifetime, Mr. Stewart actively supported conservation efforts; contributed generously to schools, hospitals, and benevolent community organizations; and sponsored the annual Jimmy Stewart Relay Marathon benefitting St. John’s Hospital Child Study Center.

Although he attained critical acclaim and financial success at an early age, Jimmy Stewart maintained an exemplary lifestyle focused on family, community, and country. The Jimmy Stewart Museum interprets his life through exhibits of personal photos and effects; movie posters, stills, and memorabilia; and military photos and memorabilia. Presented chronologically, the collection is supported by text panels that provide an overview of Mr. Stewart’s life in context with local and national history and with the history of American theater, film, and broadcasting. The Museum places a high value on understanding Mr. Stewart as a contemporary role model.

The Jimmy Stewart Museum is located on the 3rd and 4th floors of the Indiana Community Center at 835 Philadelphia Street through an arrangement with the Borough of Indiana. In addition to the exhibit galleries, the Museum includes a 50-seat movie theater and a shop selling Stewart film memorabilia.

The Museum is governed by the James M. Stewart Museum Foundation board of directors and has two full-time employees assisted by volunteers and students in the Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP) Work-Study Program. Income is generated by Museum admissions, shop sales, memberships, special events, and donations. Admission is affordable to visitors, with discounts to military personnel, seniors, youth 7 to 17 years, and the local university students. Children under 7 are admitted free.

The James M. Stewart Museum Foundation is a 501 (c) 3 not-for-profit corporation.

The Jimmy Stewart Museum

PO Box One — 835 Philadelphia Street

Indiana, PA 15701

Telephone: 800-83-JIMMY (724-349-6112) Fax: 724-349-6140

Email: curator@jimmy.org

Timothy Harley, Executive Director
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AUTHORS’ INTRODUCTION

Since we began telling people that we were working on Jimmy Stewart on the Air, we have gotten nearly the same reaction. That reaction was highlighted by a 70-something gentleman who was volunteering at the Library of Congress; when we told him that we were there doing research for a book on Jimmy Stewart, he smiled and told us that he had always been a fan of Stewart. When we added that it would be about his radio career, he said that he didn’t even know that he had one. Actually, as you will discover, Stewart had a long and varied career on the radio, appearing on that medium more times and more often than he did in films or television.

Every effort has been made to document each show listed in our book. Old newspapers were scoured for mentions of Stewart. Many previously unknown radio appearances were discovered in this way. Searches of various library holdings also yielded several new programs and online research revealed even more. Despite this, we are sure that there are shows that have been missed, especially local interviews that may have been done as Stewart traveled the country promoting his many films. We have concentrated on programs originating in the United States, although some foreign interviews may have also been aired.

We have been able to locate and listen to about two-thirds of Stewart’s radio material. Some of the rarer material has come to us from great distances. O’Halloran’s Luck came all the way from Australia. The mention of an NBC Monitor interview in an eBay auction led us to the acquisition of four of Stewart’s appearances on that program. The casual mention of our project to a customer at a record show brought us another Stewart show that we had not previously been able to locate. Several broadcasting museums, including the Museum of Broadcast Communications in Chicago, have digital listening booths online. Finally, there’s the Library of Congress. Many of Stewart’s appearances, including about fifteen that we could not locate from any other source, were available there.

But, we have no doubt that some of the items that we have not been able to locate do exist. If you have one (or more) of the shows we haven’t heard, we’d love to hear from you. You can contact the publisher or email us at cfreinhart@comcast.net.

Unless otherwise noted, all times for nationally broadcast programs listed in our book are for the Eastern Time Zone. Many of the non-network and syndicated programs may have aired on different days and/ or times at various radio stations around the country.

COPYRIGHT LAW AND OLD TIME RADIO

Many of the radio programs in this book are easily found for sale on eBay and other such online auction sites. Many have been traded and/ or sold on reel-to-reel tape and cassette tapes before becoming available on CD and mp3. Many of the ads selling them will carry a disclaimer saying that the shows are out of copyright and in the public domain. In most cases, this is probably true. But unless you’re a lawyer, don’t bet on it.

When most of these shows were first broadcast, the copyright laws were different than they are today. If published between 1923 and 1963, as most of Stewart’s shows were, they were protected for 28 years and then could be renewed for an additional 47 years (under current law, this 47 years could be extended to 67 years). So, if the copyright on these programs had not been renewed, they would have entered the public domain between 1951 and 1991. However, if the copyright holders had the foresight to renew, those shows would still be protected by copyright. Once a program has entered the public domain, copyright cannot be reestablished. Further complicating this whole matter is the fact that many shows contain music. It is possible that the music remains protected by copyright, while the program itself does not.

So what is in public domain and what remains protected by copyright? A check with the Library of Congress copyright records might yield an answer for those willing to spend the time to do rather extensive searching. Going through a copyright lawyer would be a better bet. Relying on the word of the seller is not advised.

That being said, many people still want to purchase the special CD and mp3 sets that are quite readily available today, even though some or all of these shows may still be under copyright protection. The main reasons for buying them are that they are usually cheap and, in the mp3 format, hundreds of shows can be placed on just one disc. We have chosen to list only commercially released sources for shows throughout our book, but let’s take a brief look at some of the other items available.

A quick search online yielded the following:

James Stewart The Ultimate Collection of his Radio Work (The Orange Set) — 14 programs on 9 CDs

James Stewart The Ultimate Collection of his Radio Work (The Purple Set) — 14 shows on 9 CDs

James Stewart The Ultimate Collection of his Radio Work (The Blue Set) — 11 programs on 9 CDs

James Stewart The Ultimate Collection of his Radio Work (The Red Set) — 13 shows on 9 CDs

The Six Shooter — all shows on one CD

In the Spotlight…Jimmy Stewart — 13 shows on 10 CDs

Madame X — 1 show on 1 CD

Old Time Radio Salutes James (Jimmy) Stewart — 15 shows on 1 CD

Jimmy Stewart Collection — 87 shows on 2 CDs

Good News — 47 shows on 1 CD; several Stewart shows included

Hollywood Star Playhouse — 6 shows on 1 CD; including the Six Shooter audition show

Silver Theatre — 43 shows on 1 CD; including all but one of Stewart’s appearances

Suspense — 940 shows on 19 CDs; includes all of Stewart’s appearances

Jack Benny — 747 shows on 1 DVD; includes both Stewart shows

Western Roundup — 12 shows on 10 CDs; includes “Winchester ’73”

In the Spotlight…Loretta Young — 18 shows on 12 CDs; with “Going My Way”

In the Spotlight…Cary Grant — 13 shows on 10 CDs; with “The Philadelphia Story”

June Allyson Gift Set — 12 shows on 9 CDs; including “The Stratton Story”

Best of Old Time Radio Shows — 15 shows on 8 CDs; includes “Magic Town”

An Old Time Radio Western Anthology — 504 shows on 1 CD; includes the entire Six Shooter series

Bill Stern’s Colgate Sports Reel — 131 shows on 1 CD; includes one Stewart show

Old Time Radio Westerns — 1041 shows on 10 CDs; includes the entire Six Shooter series

Marlene Dietrich — 8 shows on 8 CDs; includes “No Highway in the Sky”

1941…As It Was — 8 CDs; includes We Hold These Truths

Bing Crosby — 362 shows on 1 CD; three Stewart shows included

13 Classic Old Time Radio Westerns — 4 CDs; with all episodes of the Six Shooter

Norma Shearer on the Air — 8 shows on 4 CDs; includes “No Time for Comedy”

Ann Harding on the Air — 6 shows on 5 CDs; includes “Madame X”

Joan Blondell on the Air — 6 shows on 5 CDs; includes “Destry Rides Again”

Katharine Hepburn on the Air — 7 shows on 5 CDs; including “The Philadelphia Story,” both the Lux and Screen Guild versions

Robert Taylor on the Air — 9 shows on 6 CDs; including Good News (2-10-1938)

Christmas Drama — 11 shows on 8 CDs; includes “It’s a Wonderful Life”

1937 on the Radio — 11 shows on 8 CDs; includes Good News (12/30/1937)

Rosalind Russell on the Air — 11 shows on 9 CDs; includes “Up From Darkness Parts 1 & 2”

Loretta Young on the Air — 14 shows on 10 CDs; includes “The Philadelphia Story” on Lux Radio Theatre

Myrna Loy — 13 shows on 10 CDs; includes Single Crossing and the “Sweet Mystery” sketch from Good News

Joan Crawford on the Air — 17 shows on 10 CDs; including the “Ice Follies of 1939” segment from Good News

All these were found in just one quick search. The prices range from under $5 to about $40. Packaging will vary from none at all to elaborate color labels and packaging; some even have extensive notes on the program. Expect the sound quality to vary from excellent to barely listenable. The only way a collector might be able to obtain some of the poorer quality shows is by purchasing these sets. Commercial dealers stay away from the poor sound quality shows, so you’re not likely to find them from these sources.


CHAPTER 1
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The Six Shooter

When Jimmy Stewart was working for Universal Pictures, he was also under contract to its subsidiary, Revue Productions, for work in radio. Radio was on its last legs at the time, being quickly replaced by television. The Six Shooter was an attempt to slow down TV’s erosion of radio’s listener base. In Stewart’s own words from an interview with Joan Blakewell for The National Film Theatre in 1972, “I did a radio series years ago called The Six Shooter, a Western series. Unfortunately it came out just when radio drama had gone out the window so it wasn’t a successful series.” This was Stewart’s only series for radio, although he appeared in more than two hundred other shows through the years.

Although this series was short-lived, the opening lines are some of the best remembered in radio history:

The man in the saddle is angular and long-legged. His skin is sun-dyed brown. The gun in his holster is gray steel and rainbow mother-of-pearl; its handle, unmarked. People called them both, The Six Shooter.

Jimmy Stewart played the very unusual gunslinger, Britt Ponset. The spelling of his character’s name is somewhat in question. Although this is the most common spelling, Library of Congress records show that it was also spelled two other ways — “Poncet” and “Poncett.” Whatever the spelling, the character is always the same. Ponset is slow to anger, slower to draw on anyone, and always a homespun philosopher. When he was thinking through a situation, it was common for his line to be simply, “maybe so, maybe so,” or just a, “yeah, yeah,” said in a slow drawl. For dramatic effect, Stewart whispered much of his narration/dialogue during any suspenseful part of a story. It always had a very powerful effect on the listener, drawing him into the story.

Britt’s reputation with a gun appears to keep him out of too much gunplay. In the 39 episodes of the program (the two audition shows were not counted), Britt only fired his gun in 1/3 of them. In 26 shows, he didn’t fire his gun at all. In the 13 shows in which he did shoot, once he fired simply to try to stop a stampede, another time he shot a gun from a man’s hand, and once he missed his target completely. In nine shows, Britt wounds someone. In only one show does he actually kill someone. In “The Silver Buckle,” Britt shoots and kills outlaw Lex Springer. He also indirectly kills Springer’s brother, Kit, when a shot he fires spooks the man’s horse. In the final show of the series, Britt also insinuates that he had recently killed Bide Prescott.
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Stewart, with script in hand, at the NBC microphone.

Before the beginning of each story, the announcer says:

…based on the life of Britt Ponset, the Texas plainsman, who wandered through the western territories leaving behind a trail of still-remembered legends.

And wander he and his horse Scar did. Of the total of 41 shows, all mentioned the name of a town that Britt was either in or heading toward. There were 29 different towns in the shows, some he visited more than once. The towns were:

Adobe Junction (“Blood Relations”)

Clay City (Audition 00A, Audition 00, “Ben Scofield,” “Hiram’s Gold Strike”)

Clover Fork (“Thicker Than Water”)

Copper Springs (“The Shooting of Wyatt King”)

Council City (“When the Shoe Doesn’t Fit”)

Dawson (“Sheriff Billy”)

Easter Creek (“Crisis at Easter Creek”)

Elk Point (“The Capture of Stacy Gault”)

Halfway Creek (“The Double Seven”)

Harness Creek (“Revenge at Harness Creek”)

Lead Creek (“Jenny”)

Lockwood (“Duel at Lockwood”)

Minton (“General Gillford’s Widow”)

Pearl City (“Silver Threads”)

Petersville (“Rink Larkin,” “Cora Plummer Quincy”)

Powder Creek (“A Pressing Engagement,” “Aunt Emma”)

Prospect (“Johnny Stringer”)

Quiet City (“Quiet City”)

Russville (“Apron-Faced Sorrell”)

Single Pine (“Cheyenne Express”)

Smoke Falls (“Escape from Smoke Falls,” “A Friend in Need,” “Anna Norquist”)

Sunset (“Trail to Sunset”)

Temple City (“The Coward”)

Thompson’s Corner (“Britt Ponset’s Christmas Carol”)

Tower Rock (“Battle at Tower Rock”)

Virtue City (“Silver Annie,” “More Than Kin,” “The New Sheriff ”)

Walnut Creek (“Red Lawson’s Revenge”)

Willow Fork (“Myra Baker”)

Yellow Crest (“Gabriel Starbuck,” “Helen Bricker”)

Ponset seemed to finance his traveling by working on a number of different ranches and even on the railroad. Here are the ranches and/or people for whom Britt worked:

Circle G (“Hiram’s Gold Strike”)

Dad Foster (“Anna Nordquist”)

Dad Morgan (“Battle at Tower Rock”)

Dad Sommerset (“Escape from Smoke Falls”) (Britt tends his herd as a favor)

Dan Porterfield’s Bar Y Ranch (“Aunt Emma”)

Dave Engleman (“Sheriff Billy”) (Britt’s winter job)

Floyd Prince’s Crown Ranch (“When the Shoe Doesn’t Fit”) (headed there for a summer job)

Foster Outfit (“Helen Bricker”)

Gid Bascomb’s Double Seven Ranch (“The Double Seven”) (Britt wants a job there, but never signs on)

Mrs. Pritchard (“The Coward”)

Rex Jeffer’s Tip Top Ranch (“Duel at Lockwood”)

Rocky Mountain Western Railroad (“Silver Annie”)

Round Y Ranch (“More Than Kin”)

Ryfe & Norman McAdams (“The Stampede”)

Sam Griffith’s Double G Ranch (“A Pressing Engagement”)

Saul Poindexter (“Apron-Faced Sorrel”)

Silver Spur (“Revenge at Harness Creek”)

Square Moon Ranch (“Gabriel Starbuck”)

Tim Parker (“Quiet City”) (Britt is headed to Fulton to watch over some land for Parker)

Troxler Ranch (“Crisis at Easter Creek”)

Widow Jenkins (“Rink Larkin”)

Wilcox Outfit (George Wilcox) (“Blood Relations”)

The credits for each show were the same:

Writer ................... Frank Burt (wrote all but one show in the series)

Director .................................................................Jack Johnstone

Music .........................................................................Basil Adlam

Announcer ..................................................................Hal Gibney (John Wald beginning January 24, 1954)

Sound Effects .........Floyd Caton (never credited on the show itself)

Frank Burt was born Augustus Berek, on March 11, 1882, in New York City. Besides creating and writing all but one of The Six Shooter shows, Burt also wrote for several other radio programs, including The City, Hallmark Hall of Fame, The Man Called X, This Is Your F.B.I., The Unexpected and The Whistler. Burt also wrote for quite a few TV series, including Terry and the Pirates, I Led Three Lives, The Cisco Kid, Noah’s Ark, The Restless Gun, Dragnet, and Schlitz Playhouse of Stars. Three of Burt’s radio scripts were turned into television programs. See “Silver Annie,” “Britt Ponset’s Christmas Carol” and “When the Shoe Doesn’t Fit” for more details. Burt was also involved in Stewart’s 1955 film, The Man from Laramie. The story of the film was based on a Saturday Evening Post story by Thomas T. Flynn, with the screenplay being written by Burt and Philip Yordan.
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Director Jack Johnstone going over script with Stewart.

The one show not written by Burt, “Red Lawson’s Revenge,” was written by Les Crutchfield. Crutchfield also wrote for many other radio shows, including Escape, Fort Laramie, Gunsmoke, The Man Called X, Rogers of the Gazette, Romance, The Story of Doctor Kildare, T-Man and Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar. He was a staff writer for the Gunsmoke TV series from 1955 through 1967. In addition, he also wrote for several other TV shows — The Loner, Rawhide, and The Man Called X. Two of his stories were also turned into the films, Tarzan’s Greatest Adventure and Last Train from Gun Hill.

At the end of each show, Jack Johnstone receives the credit line, “The entire production is under the direction of Jack Johnstone.” He has many other radio shows to his credit. He was the director of shows like Buck Rogers in the 25th Century (producer-director), CBS Radio Workshop, The Man Called X, Hollywood Star Time, The Prudential Family Hour of Stars, Richard Diamond, Private Detective (producer-director), The Secret Life of Walter Mitty, and Somebody Knows (director-narrator). His biggest success was probably Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar. He created the program, acted as its producer and director, and also wrote many of the shows. As a writer, Johnstone also used the pseudonyms John Dawson and John Bundy.

George Basil “Buzz” Adlam was born on the last day of December, 1904, in Chelmsford, England and raised in Canada. He began his musical career as a saxophonist for both the Phil Harris and Ozzie Nelson bands. He later arranged and conducted for the Horace Heidt band. Besides The Six Shooter, he also wrote music for The Amazing Mr. Malone, The Clock, Dangerous Assignment, Dark Venture, A Date with Judy, The Eddie Albert Show, Hollywood Star Playhouse, I Fly Anything, The Man from Homicide, Mr. President, The Opie Cates Show and Pat Novak for Hire. He and his orchestra also supplied the music for the U.S. Treasury Savings Bond series Guest Star, for which he also acted as producer, and three different Navy recruiting shows — Navy Star Time, Stand By for Music and Your Star Time. He also worked on The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet on TV and appears on their 1952 album, The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet (Imperial LP-9049). Adlam also wrote some of the music for the 1942 film Ship Ahoy. Among the songs, he has written or co-written are The House is Haunted, Adventure, My Galveston Gal, Mr. President, Poor Robinson Crusoe and With Thee I Swing.

The show’s two announcers were both quite experienced. Gibney also announced for The Adventures of Charlie Lung, Dragnet (also for the TV show), Front and Center, Hello, Mom, Jimmy Fidler, The Man Called X, Music With Wings (host), NBC University Theatre (host), Pat Novak For Hire, Sealtest Variety Theater, and Tales of the Texas Rangers. Wald was the announcer for several of the most popular programs on the radio — Fibber McGee and Molly, Frontier Gentleman, The Great Gildersleeve and many episodes of Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar. He also was the announcer for Confession, Guest Star (host), Inheritance and Short Story. Wald also appeared in several films, usually as an announcer or broadcaster. Among these were Gangway for Tomorrow (1943), The Senator Was Indiscreet (1948), Canon City (1948), Under California Stars (1948), Slattery’s Hurricane (1949), Ma and Pa Kettle (1949), Peggy (1950) and The Pride of St. Louis (1952).

Floyd Caton, who worked for NBC in Hollywood, was the sound effects master for The Six Shooter. He also worked on several other shows, including Abbott and Costello, The Great Gildersleeve (with Virgil Reimer and Monty Fraser), The Jack Benny Show and One Man’s Family.

The show’s theme music was Highland Lament written by Ralph Vaughan Williams, and although the popularity of the song was mentioned by the announcer in several episodes, the song was not available on record. In fact, columnist Bill Doudna even wrote about the song’s unavailability in his column on February 9, 1954:

Most radio programs are readily identified by their theme songs, but few themes ever become “stars” in their own right and command both mail and phone calls.

NBC Hollywood has such a property on hand, however, in the theme song of James Stewart’s Western adventure series, “Six Shooter.”

Producer Jack Johnstone has explained that “at first it was on occasional card inquiring about our theme — who wrote it, its title, and so forth. But now it’s resolved itself into a steady flow of letters and phone calls each week.”

The tune causing all the excitement is “The Highland Lament” by Ralph Vaughn Willimas.

To all the mail requesting information on how to buy the record Johnstone must give the same answer:

“It’s a special English recording restricted to broadcast use only.”

The first four shows were sponsored by Coleman Heating Products, after which the show became sustaining (no sponsor). In place of sponsors, NBC used the time to promote its own shows. Various public service announcements were also aired. It looked like the show would continue past its June 24, 1954, final show, when a new sponsor was found — Chesterfield cigarettes. But, Stewart refused to work for a tobacco company and the show ended.

Beginning with show #20, “Trail to Sunset,” John Wald announces at the end of each program that The Six Shooter has been chosen to be broadcast to military personnel overseas via the Armed Forces Radio Services (AFRS). These announcements stopped after show #36, “Silver Threads.” According to The Directory of the Armed Forces Radio Service Series by Harry MacKenzie, 35 Six Shooter programs were issued by the AFRS. The shows were unnumbered and no titles were included. Their matrix numbers all were part of the END 370 series, which stood for ENtertainment, using Domestic network broadcast material. All commercials and public service announcements were stripped from the AFRS shows.

SHOW PROMOTION

The newspaper promotion for The Six Shooter varied greatly from one area of the country to another. Radio stations in other cities ran special display ads, with and without Stewart’s photo, and sometimes a short synopsis of that night’s story. In most locations, ads for the program gradually shrank in size and content as the show neared the end of its run. Some of these other ads will appear with the appropriate show later in this section.

A special promotional disc that is part of the NBC Collection in the Library of Congress was also prepared. The disc is marked #71276 and is dated June 29, 1953. The recording, which runs about ten minutes, featured just three bands, one for each new show NBC was touting. The three were Second Chance, The Six Shooter and Cousin Willie. The disc was issued about two weeks before NBC aired its audition of The Six Shooter on July 15. The exact purpose of the disc isn’t clear, but it most likely was used to promote these new shows to station managers and possibly potential sponsors.

Stewart’s band begins with his explanation of why he was doing the show. It is taken directly from the NBC audition show where it appeared between the first and second acts.

Well that ends the first act of The Six Shooter folks…hope you’re enjoying the show. Before we get on with it, I’d like to tell you a little bit about how I happen to be doing this program. I…ah…I’m lucky enough to do quite a bit of radio acting before, but I’ve never had a program of my own. The right thing just didn’t seem to come along; at least not until The Six Shooter. You see, I’ve made several stories of this kind for pictures, that is honest legitimate stories of the West, and I hope that this series can offer the same type of enjoyment, with the same integrity. We think this is the sort of program the whole family will enjoy and we think that the character of Brit Ponset typifies some of the greatness that built America. We’d be pleased if you agreed with us.

The second part of the Stewart band is a very dramatic 2:39 segment from near the end of the audition program. The segment is mainly Stewart, with just a few lines from William Conrad as Ed Scofield. The dramatic effect of the scene would be sure to give the listener a very good idea of what to expect from the series.

Stewart also recorded a promo for The Six Shooter. The promo highlighted the fact that the show had just made the switch from Sunday to Thursday evenings. Here is a transcript of that promo.

Hello there, this is James Stewart. I’d like to take a minute of your time, if I may, to remind you about our weekly program series, The Six Shooter. It’s now on Thursday evenings over many of these same NBC stations. You know The Six Shooter is a kind of a different type western program. I think maybe you’d like it. As Britt Ponset, I’m a sort of an easygoing cowpoke, just a sort of a cowpoke. No, now don’t get me wrong, you’ll hear gunplay now and then and some action, too, on The Six Shooter; even a little fun sometimes. And we like to think of our program as the kind that will please every one of you, and from your letters, well, they’ve all been very nice. So if you haven’t already been listening, why don’t you check your local paper for the time The Six Shooter is heard in your part of the country. We sure would like to have you in our audience every week.

The promo was aired on other NBC programs. Five of the promos are known to exist as part of programs readily available to collectors. These are:

Crime and Peter Chambers: Peter Chambers, a dashing private eye, had been created by author Henry Kane, who wrote more than 60 novels, many with the Chambers character. When the series was taken to radio, Kane became the writer, producer and director for the show. Peter Chambers was played by actor Dane Clark. The 23 shows in the series aired on NBC between April 6 and September 7, 1954. Although Jimmy Stewart was never a guest on the show, his promo for The Six Shooter did appear on at least one show in the series. It can be heard at the end of “Abigail Chrisenberry,” that aired May 4, 1954.

Fibber McGee & Molly: Jim and Marian Jordan starred as Fibber McGee & Molly on radio from 1935 until 1959 and broadcast more than 1600 shows. Although Jimmy Stewart was never a guest on the show, he did appear on two shows promoting his own show, The Six Shooter. The promo appeared during the final break in the 15-minute program on the following dates:

Wednesday, April 21, 1954: “Nature Hike” (A.K.A “Back to Nature”)

Wednesday, May 5, 1954: “An Orchid for the Doc” (A.K.A “Brother Orchid”)

Wednesday, June 1, 1954: “Stranger Could Be a Spy” (A.K.A “I Spy With My Little Eye”)

Saturday, June 11, 1954:“Installing the Old Porch Swing” (A.K.A “Those Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer”)

It is probable that the promo was also used in other shows, but these remain undiscovered or lost.

A special disc was issued by NBC to Coleman dealers to persuade them to sign-up for commercial time on their local radio stations.

[image: image]

GRC 2678: Confidential Message from NBC

The disc is marked with a release date of August 20, 1953. It begins and ends with the “cha-ching” of a cash register. Lou Marks, heating equipment sales manager at Coleman, tells those listening that beginning September 15th, Coleman will be sponsoring three NBC radio shows to help you sell Coleman Heaters during the big bonus sales promotion. He then introduces Ham Fish of NBC who talks about each of the three shows. Barrie Craig, Confidential Investigator is up first, then the new Eddie Cantor Show and finally, Six Shooter (with no “The” given in the title).

Fish presents the Stewart segment by saying, “Jimmy plays a straight shooting cowboy and a hard hitting Coleman salesman, too.” For The Six Shooter promo, two pieces from the NBC audition show are used. First, Hal Gibney says, “Presenting one of the screen’s favorite stars, Mr. Jimmy Stewart as the Six Shooter, based on the timeless legend of Britt Ponset, the Texas plainsman who brought single-handed justice to the western territories.” Stewart’s opening lines from the show are then played — “I hadn’t figured on goin’ through Clay City. It was an hour out of my way and I was already a day late for the Jefferson Ranch where I’d signed on for the round up. But, when Scar started limpin’ from a loose shoe, I didn’t have no choice. We had to head for the nearest blacksmith shop, so we turned north.”

Marks then asks that Coleman dealers tie-in with the promotion by advertising on their local station and they’ll be hearing the “cha-ching” of the cash register a lot.

The Coleman bonus sales promotion only ran for four weeks, which explains why its sponsorship of The Six Shooter lasted only that period of time.

There were three different Coleman commercials aired during The Six Shooter. One began with the sound of a howling wind. As mentioned in the newspaper ad, it also highlights the three bonuses — (1) a new low price, (2) a new low operating cost and (3) a free 32 piece set of Libbey safe-edge glassware worth $14. This spot aired in both “Jenny” and “The Stampede.”

The second spot began with no sound effects, but instead asks if your house shrinks during the winter because some rooms cannot be heated and have to be closed off from the rest of the house. The three bonuses are also promoted in this commercial. It was aired just once in “The Coward.”

The third spot, which aired in “Silver Annie,” is similar to commercial #2, but the three bonuses are not mentioned. Low price and low operating cost are worked into the ad, but the Libbey’s glassware offer is not mentioned at all.

SIX SHOOTER TRIVIA

The Six Shooter was popular enough to be imported to Japan. But that presented a problem. Jimmy Stewart didn’t speak Japanese, so someone had to be found to dub his voice for the show. The person chosen for that job was actor-comedian Marty Brill. Brill had been a naval interpreter during the Korean War and became so fluent in Japanese that he easily carried out the assignment.

Brill later went on to appear in many television series, including The New Dick Van Dyke Show, Love, American Style, All in the Family, Three’s Company, and Seven Brides for Seven Brothers.

THE SIX SHOOTER’S TV OFFSHOOT

In mid-1955, Stewart investigated the possibility of turning some the The Six Shooter scripts into television dramas. Writer Borden Chase was brought in to head the project.

Two years later, the show would come to television, but without Jimmy Stewart in the role of Britt Ponset.

Three years after The Six Shooter left radio, it was back again in much the same form as a TV series. The title was changed to The Restless Gun and it starred John Payne, not Jimmy Stewart. Payne had been searching for a show he could do for TV when he came across Jimmy Stewart’s radio series, and liked what he heard. He bought 36 scripts from the show’s writer, Frank Burt. He sold one of the scripts, “Britt Ponset’s Christmas Carol,” back to Jimmy Stewart, who directed and starred in a TV version for General Electric Theater.

The leading character’s name was changed to Vint Bonner, but his horse was still named Scar. In the pilot for the show, based on “Red Lawson’s Revenge” and broadcast on Schlitz Playhouse on March 29, 1959, the character was still know as Britt Ponset and he was still called the Six Shooter.

Many of the first season’s episodes were based on shows that had been broadcast on the radio and, since they were given titles for TV, we have what are in all probability, the titles for the radio shows from which they were taken. Among the TV titles are “Duel at Lockwood,” “Trail to Sunset,” “Revenge at Harness Creek,” “Rink,” “Jenny,” “The Shooting of Jett King” (King’s first name had been Wyatt on radio), “General Gillford’s Widow,” “The New Sheriff,” “Cheyenne Express,” “Thicker Than Water,” “Silver Threads,” “The Gold Buckle” (it had been a silver buckle on the radio show), “The Coward,” “Friend in Need,” “Quiet City,” “A Pressing Engagement,” “Sheriff Billy,” “Crisis at Easter Creek,” “Aunt Emma,” “The Battle of Tower Rock,” “Hiram Grover’s Strike” and “More Than Kin.” Twenty-two of the first 36 TV shows were taken directly from the radio series. Character names and storylines were somewhat changed for TV, but the basic shows were the same. At least one other show is based on a Six Shooter script. “The Lady and the Gun” is based on the final Six Shooter show, “Myra Barker.” Burt is given story credit for the shows, but the TV scripts were written by other writers.

The Restless Gun aired on NBC-TV on Fridays from 8:00-8:30 p.m., beginning September 23, 1957. The final show was broadcast on June 22, 1959. There were a total of 77 shows (plus the pilot). During its first season, the show was ranked #8 by the Neilsen rating system. The show had a large enough following that Whitman Publishing Company, Racine, Wisconsin, published a 1959 Barlow Meyers book based on the series. Signet Publishing also issued several books based written by Will Hickok which were based on the program.

The shows were produced by David Dortort, who would go on to produce the very popular Bonanza. Two future stars of Bonanza made guest appearances on The Restless Gun — Michael Landon and Dan Blocker. Despite the show’s popularity in its own time, it has rarely been shown in syndication and it took until October 30, 2007, for a DVD set of the show to be issued. The 3-DVD set featured a 24-episode sampling of the series, including the pilot program.

THE SIX SHOOTER ON TAPE AND CDS

Episodes of The Six Shooter are the easiest of Stewart’s radio material to locate. All, with the exception of the NBC audition show, have been commercially released. If you’re looking for shows in the .mp3 format, you’ll be able to find all 41 shows easily on the Internet and most can be downloaded for no cost. One of the first, and most complete sets of The Six Shooter programs was issued by Metacom beginning in 1995. In all, they released three sets encompassing all 39 regular-season episodes broadcast by NBC. You would only be missing the two audition shows.

Metacom RM# 2300027 (1995)

Old-Time Radio Drama

This is one of three six-cassette sets issued by Metacom. Included on this set are:

J411: “Thicker Than Water”/“Duel at Lockwood”

J412: “Marrying off Aunt Em”/“The Widow’s Secret”

J413: “Crisis at Easter Creek”/“Tracking Down a Killer”

J414: “Revenge at Harness Creek”/“The Accused”

J415: “The Double Seven”/“Reluctant Hero”

J416: “Bad Blood”/“Silver Threads”

Metacom (Adventures in Cassettes) 9133157/AB157 (1996)

“Gold Strike” Collection

This second set in the series includes:

J496: “A Friend in Need”/“Hiram’s Goldstrike”

J497: “The Silver Buckle”/“The Outlaw’s Wife”

J498: “Trail to Sunset”/“Apron-Faced Sorrel”

J499: “Quiet City”/“Battle at Tower Rock”

J500: “Cheyenne Express”/“The New Sheriff”

J501: “When the Shoe Doesn’t Fit”/“Myra Barker”

Metacom (Adventures in Cassettes) 9133223/AB223 (1997)

“The Stampede” Collection

The final set in the series has fifteen shows rather than twelve like the previous sets. To accomplish this, three of the cassettes have three shows each:

J270: “Jenny”/“The Coward”

J271: “The Stampede”/“Silver Annie”

J272: “Rink Larkin”/“Red Lawson’s Revenge”

J273: “Ben Scofield”/“The Capture of Stacy Gault”/“Escape from Smoke Falls”

J274: “Gabriel Starbuck”/“Sheriff Billy”/“A Pressing Engagement”

J275: “More Than Kin”/“Britt’s Christmas Carol”/“Cora Plummer Quincy”

Radio Spirits has also been a leader in releasing Six Shooter sets, the first coming in 1996.

Radio Spirits 52998

This is a 6-cassette set featuring:

“Helen Bricker”/“Trail to Sunset”/“Apron-Faced Sorrel”

“Quiet City”/“Battle at Tower Rock”/“Cheyenne Express”

“Thicker Than Water”/“The Capture of Stacy Gault”/“Aunt Emma”

“The Wolf ”/“The Double Seven”/“Blood Relations”

“Silver Threads”/“Rink Larkin”/“Ben Scofield”

“Duel at Lockwood”/“Crisis at Easter Creek”/“Johnny Stringer”’

In 2004, they issued a huge 20-show set:

Radio Spirits 48072 (CDs)/48074 (cassettes)

The 20 episodes of the show that are included on this set are:

“Rink Larkin” (10/18/53)

“Ben Scofield” (11/1/53)

“The Capture of Stacey Gault” (11/8/53)

“Helen Bricker” (1/23/54)

“Trail to Sunset” (1/31/54)

“Apron-Faced Sorrel” (2/7/54)

“Quiet City” (2/14/54)

“Battle at Tower Rock” (2/21/54)

“Cheyenne Express” (3/7/54)

“Thicker Than Water” (3/14/54)

“Duel at Lockwood” (3/21/54)

“Aunt Emma” (4/1/54)

“General Guilford’s Widow” (4/8/54)

“Crisis at Easter Creek” (4/15/54)

“Johnny Springer” (4/22/54)

“The Double Seven” (5/13/54)

“Blood Relations” (5/27/54)

“Silver Threads” (6/3/54)

“The New Sheriff ” (6/10/54)

“When the Shoe Doesn’t Fit” (6/17/54)

Three shows can also be found on this 1999 set:

Old Time Radio’s Greatest Westerns

Radio Spirits 4410 (cassettes)

Many great westerns, including shows like The Cisco Kid, Fort Laramie, Cavalcade of America, Frontier Gentleman, Gunsmoke, Have Gun – Will Travel, Hopalong Cassidy, The Lone Ranger, Luke Slaughter of Tombstone, Red Ryder, Roy Rogers, Screen Directors’ Playhouse, Straight Arrow, Suspense, Tales of the Texas Rangers, Wild Bill Hickok, and The Six Shooter. Three Six Shooters appear on the set:

“The Stampede” (10/4/53)

“Silver Annie” (10/11/53)

“More Than Kin” (12/13/53)

A further four shows can be found on the following set:

Old-Time Radio’s Greatest Westerns

Radio Spirits 4217 (CDs)/4216 (cassettes)

A 20-CD set which features 40 old time radio Westerns, including Red Ryder, The Lone Ranger, Have Gun – Will Travel, Gunsmoke, The Cisco Kid, Fort Laramie, Frontier Gentleman, Hopalong Cassidy, Tales of the Texas Rangers, and The Six Shooter. Four Six Shooter shows are included on the set:

“The Coward” (9/27/53)

“Sheriff Billy” (11/29/53)

“A Pressing Engagement” (12/6/53)

“Cora Plummer Quincy” (12/27/53)

Radio Spirits also made many of The Six Shooter programs available through various online services as audiobooks. Twenty-nine of the 39 broadcast shows could be purchased in this manner. The only ones not available were: “Jenny,” “A Friend in Need,” “The Stampede,” “Silver Annie,” “Escape from Smoke Falls,” “More than Kin,” “Britt Ponset’s Christmas,” “Revenge at Harness Creek,” “Anna Nordquist” and “Myra Barker.”

“A Pressing Engagement,” “Thicker than Water” and “When the Shoe Doesn’t Fit” were also issued in 2003. All of the remaining programs were released in 2007.

Radio Spirits and other companies also issued single-cassette/CD versions of several Six Shooter shows. All these will be listed with the individual shows in the next section.

THE SIX SHOOTER IN THE DIGITAL AGE

The Six Shooter continues to be one of Stewart’s most popular shows. Compilations of the entire series, usually in .mp3 format, abound on eBay. The Old Time Radio Researchers Group (OTRR) has even put together a certified series for the program containing the Hollywood Playhouse version, the NBC audition show and all 39 episodes, as well as art work and other information. Also, the series continues to be aired and has even made the jump to satellite radio. SiriusXM’s Radio Classics, hosted by Greg Bell, broadcast several episodes each week.

THE SIX SHOOTER — THE RADIO SERIES

Only five of the shows have names which were mentioned during the broadcasts — “Revenge at Harness Creek,” “Anna Norquist,” “Blood Relations,” “When the Shoe Doesn’t Fit,” and “Myra Barker.” As a result, most shows are known by several titles. When trying to purchase shows, this can be a problem. Alternate titles are listed for those shows where appropriate. Also, to help identify shows, the first line or two of each is given. These lines are usually delivered by Stewart, but occasionally come from someone else.

00: The Six Shooter ..........Hollywood Star Playhouse, Sunday, 4/13/1952

FIRST LINE: This is Jimmy Stewart with a welcome to The Hollywood Star Playhouse, brought to you by the Bakers of America.

What would be the regular opening, “The man in the saddle is angular and long-legged…” for the series is not featured here at all. Instead, there is a short introduction by Wendell Niles, the show’s regular announcer. The program’s theme song, Hollywood Star Playhouse, was written by Basil Adlam, Jay Milton and Henry Russell.

The show begins with the robbery scene that was not present in the NBC audition show (July 15, 1953), but was present when the show was redone as “Ben Scofield” (November 1, 1953).

On his way to the Jefferson Ranch, Britt stops at Clay City to find a blacksmith to have a shoe on his horse replaced. When the blacksmith learns who he is, he assumes he’s there to help catch the thief who had robbed the Wells Fargo office the night before, killing Sam Norton, the Deputy Agent, and wounding Fred Wilmer. Britt goes to the Wells Fargo office to do a little investigating. He notices that the horse used in the robbery has one damaged shoe which leaves a very distinctive mark in the ground. When he asks the blacksmith if he has seen a horse recently with a shoe that would leave such a mark, he says he has. It belonged to Ben Scofield, the son of the sheriff.

Britt and Sheriff Ed Scofield pay a visit to Fred, who describes the outlaw to them. During the description, he mentions that the robber looked a lot like Ben. Fred had also gotten a shot off at the bandit and was sure he had hit him. Sheriff Scofield is reluctant to search for the thief, but eventually Britt talks him into going along.

They track the wounded boy to an abandoned cabin, where Britt asks the sheriff about Ben. He first says that he is at the Jefferson Ranch working during the round up, but then admits that they had had a fight. Ben needed money and his father refused to lend it to him. They had hit each other and Ben had left home and had not been back for several days.

The sheriff tries to warn Ben that Britt is closing in on his location. He is shot in the shoulder for his efforts. Britt is luckier and shoots the boy and gets his gun away from him. He rolls the wounded boy over, to see if it is Ben.

The show’s announcer, Wendell Niles, and Jimmy have this exchange at the end of the show.

NILES: Jimmy, that’s one of the most heartwarming and, at the same time, suspenseful yarns we’ve heard in a long, long time.

STEWART: Well Wendell, when it comes to that thanks department, let’s just be mighty sure we include Parley Baer, Herb Vigran, Bert Holland and Bill Conrad, who played the sheriff. Bye.

After the final commercial, Niles mentions that Stewart can currently be seen in the Universal-International Technicolor production, Bend of the River. During this final segment, actress Diana Lynn also makes an appearance to promote the following week’s show in which she would star.

Stewart makes an obvious mistake in the show, referring to Fred’s last name as Miller. The name had previously been established as Wilmer.

CAST

Bill Conrad ..................................................... Ed Scofield

Parley Baer .................................................. Fred Wilmer

Herb Vigran ................................ George “Heavy” Norton

Bert Holland .................................................young robber

The original audition show can be found on The Best of Old Time Radio Starring Jimmy Stewart, released in 2002. Radio Spirits 5035 (CDs)/5034 (cassettes)

This 6-CD/4-cassette set features 10 radio shows starring Jimmy Stewart. This show is on the first cassette (SJSC1) or the first CD (SJSD1)

00a: NBC Audition Show ................................. Wednesday, 7/15/1953

(A.K.A.: “Horseshoe Clue,” “The Sheriff’s Son”)

FIRST LINE: I hadn’t figured on goin’ through Clay City. It was an hour out of my way and I was already a day late for the Jefferson Ranch where I’d signed on for the round up.

This is the exact same play that was broadcast on the Hollywood Star Playhouse, with just one change. The opening robbery scene has been cut, thus eliminating Bert Holland’s role in the show. The opening breaks and ending would also be different to reflect the new series.

The opening narration for the show is a little different than it would be for the shows that followed:

The man in the saddle is angular and long-legged. His skin is sun-dyed brown. The gun in his holster is gray steel and rainbow mother-of-pearl, the handle, unmarked. But, the gun has killed and the man has killed. People called them both, The Six Shooter.

The highlighted line would be dropped from the opening, because it made Britt sound like a gunfighter. Britt did not look for trouble, but when it found him, he and his gun were ready.

During the first break in the program, James Stewart tells the audience how he came to do the show:

Well, that ends the first act of The Six Shooter folks. Hope you’re enjoying the show. Before we get on with it, I’d like to tell you a little bit about how I happen to be doing this program. I, ah, I been lucky enough to have done quite a bit of radio acting before, but I’ve never had a program of my own. The right thing just didn’t seem to come along…at least not until The Six Shooter. You see, I’ve made several stories of this kind for pictures; that is, honest legitimate stories of the West, and I hope that this series can offer the same type of enjoyment, with the same integrity. We think this is the sort of program the whole family will enjoy and we think that the character of Britt Ponset typifies some of the greatness that built America. We’d be pleased if you agreed with us.

At the end of the show, Stewart again makes a pitch for the program and its sponsor. His remarks are very generic and no actual product names are mentioned because no sponsor had yet been found.

Well that was your first meeting with Britt Ponset. I hope you’d like to meet him again every week. And I also hope you’ll try our product, it’s something I would use myself and it’s never let me down. I don’t think it’d let you down either. Maybe I’m not much of a salesman, but this product I don’t think needs a lot of selling. As far as I’m concerned, it sells itself. So, I’d appreciate it if you’d buy it this week and give it a try. Let me know how you like it. So long folks, I’ll be seeing you.

The show would be produced again as Ben Scofield and would be broadcast November 1, 1953.

CAST

Bill Conrad ..................................................... Ed Scofield

Parley Baer .................................................. Fred Wilmer

Herb Vigran ................................ George “Heavy” Norton

01: Jenny ...................................................................Sunday, 9/20/1953

SPONSOR: Coleman Heating Products
(A.K.A.: “Love of a Good Woman,” “Jenny Garver”)

FIRST LINE: It was hot that afternoon. A low crawlin’ kind of heat that seemed to be following us as we rode along.

Britt Ponset is headed for Lead Creek. Britt is hoping to get a job with the railroad that is building a spur line to Salt Lake City. Before reaching town, he comes across a wounded young man. The man tells him that his horse threw him and when he hit the ground, his gun went off. Britt takes him to the cabin of a young woman named Jenny Garber. She bandages the young man and tells Britt that she doesn’t know the boy. When Britt tells her that he’s going on to Lead Creek, she tells him there’s no doctor there so he shouldn’t look for one to send back. She also asks that he doesn’t tell anyone that the boy is with her because the townspeople will make jokes about her. As he’s leaving, Britt sees a horse with a half-moon mark on it in Jenny’s corral — the boy had described his horse as having the same kind of mark.

On the trail to Lead Creek, Britt is stopped by the posse who think that he is Ned Landy, the young wounded man. Britt tells them where Ned is and he goes back to Jenny’s with the posse. Just as Jenny had told him, along the way, the men make many jokes about her plain looks and lack of suitors. As the posse approaches the cabin, shots ring out. Britt goes to the back of the house and rushes the door. As he breaks in he finds Jenny, not Ned, firing the shots. Britt tells her she is protecting a dead man. As the posse enters her home, Britt finds a way to allow Jenny to retain her dignity.

There is a short promo for Stewart’s current movie, Thunder Bay, at the end of the show.

CAST

Dee J. Thompson ...........................................Jenny Garber

Jess Kirkpatrick ........................................Sheriff Jim York

George Neise .................................................Tom Jackson

Harry Bartell ..................................................Ned Landy

This show can be found on the CD set Legends of Radio: Famous Premiers. Radio Spirits 48172 (2005) This 10-CD set is part of Radio Spirits’ Legends of Radio series.

This premiere episode can also be found on the 2-cassette set, Six Shooter, released by Audio File of Glenview, IL. It is listed as “Jenny Garver.”

Also included on this set are: “Sheriff Billy” (as “The New Sheriff”), “Duel at Lockwood (as “The Young Gunslinger”) and “The Shooting of Wyatt King” (as “The Wyoming Kid”).

02: The Coward ........................................................Sunday, 9/27/1953

SPONSOR: Coleman Heating Products
(A.K.A.: “Will Fetter,” “Gunsling Ranch,” “Fetter Is a Coward”)

FIRST LINE: I had a grandstand seat; a rockin’ chair on the front porch of the Temple City Hotel.

Britt is sitting in a rocking chair on the porch of a hotel in Temple City when he thinks he recognizes Will Tekman, a man he has worked with in the past. He sees another man approach Will and overhears an argument between them. The hotel clerk tells Britt that the second man is Noah Temple, whose grandfather had once owned all the land in the area and after whom the town had been named. The grandfather’s son had then sold off most of the land. Now Noah was trying to buy it all back. He now owned all of the original land except for a ranch owned by Will and his wife Sarah. During the conversation, Britt mentions Will’s last name, Tekman, and the clerk tells him that he must be thinking of someone else, because this Will’s last name is Fetter.

Later, as Britt tries to nap, Sarah Fetter knocks on his door. She tells him that Will had also recognized him in town and now they both were afraid that Britt would turn him in as an escaped prisoner. Will had taken part in a bank robbery, been caught, convicted and sentenced to jail. But, with two years remaining in his sentence, he had escaped and come to Temple City. Sarah had made him promise not to carry a gun anymore. All this was a complete surprise to Britt who knew nothing about the entire incident.

After the hotel clerk tells Britt that Will has bought a carbine, Britt heads for the Fetter ranch but finds Will not at home. So, Britt starts for the Temple homestead. When he arrives at the fence between the two ranches, he finds that a hole has been cut through the barbed wire. Several steers and heifers lay dead and Will’s horse is tied to the fence. Britt ties Scar to the fence and begins searching for Will. He finds Will with his rifle aimed through a window at Temple and stops him from pulling the trigger. As they start back to their horses, they are ambushed by Temple and three of his men. Britt gives the rifle back to Will, who immediately starts off in Temple’s direction. After wounding the other three men, Britt starts after Will. As he watches, Will throws down his gun and takes on Temple in a fistfight and beats him. When asked why he didn’t just shoot Temple, Will says that he just couldn’t break his promise to Sarah.

The Fetters and Britt decide that he should tell the sheriff about Will. But, as he rides away, Britt decides that the sheriff wouldn’t be interested in a law-abiding rancher.

There is a short promo for Stewart’s current movie, Thunder Bay, at the end of the show.

CAST

Michael Anne Barrett ................................... Sarah Fetter

Herb Ellis ........................................Will “Tekman” Fetter

Howard McNear ..............................................hotel clerk

Will Wright .................................................Noah Temple

03: The Stampede .....................................................Sunday, 10/4/1953

SPONSOR: Coleman Heating Products
(A.K.A.: “The McAdams Brothers,” “Cattle Drive to Abilene,” “Rival Brothers”)

FIRST LINE: There were over 400 head in the McAdam’s herd; 400 white-faced Texas cattle and only three of us to shove ‘em along the trail to Abilene.

For a 10% share of the profits, Britt is helping the McAdams brothers drive their cattle to Abilene. When a lightning bolt threatens to start a stampede, Norm McAdams, the younger of the two brothers, heads for higher ground leaving Ryfe McAdams to stop the cattle. As an excuse for his actions, Norm says that his horse had bolted.

Later, Ryfe tells Britt that he has recently married a younger woman, Carrie, and that she is pregnant. Britt finds a letter on the ground and assumes that it must be Ryfe’s because it is signed, “Love, Carrie.” On learning of the letter, Ryfe becomes agitated because he can’t read and Jenny knows it. She wouldn’t write to him, so the letter must have been sent to Norm. Ryfe wants Britt to read the letter to him, but Britt balks at doing it. No matter, because Norm shows up and says that the letter is his and that Carrie loves him, not Ryfe. Britt has to stop a fight from starting by reminding them that all three of the men are going to be needed to get the cattle to Abilene.

As the drive continues, Norm takes the lead with Britt in the middle of the herd and Ryfe brings up the rear. When they begin to enter a narrow gorge, Ryfe fires several shots to start a stampede. Since Norm is already in the gorge, Ryfe believes he will be trampled to death. But Norm starts firing and the cattle turn and crush Ryfe. As Ryfe is dying, Norm tells him that he had lied and that Ryfe had no reason to be so jealous. Britt suspects that the story isn’t true, but doesn’t ask.

There is a short promo for Stewart’s current movie, Thunder Bay, at the end of the show.

CAST

Lou Merrill ..............................................Ryfe McAdams

James McCallion .....................................Norm McAdams

04: Silver Annie ......................................................Sunday, 10/11/1953

SPONSOR: Coleman Heating Products 
(A.K.A.: “Annie Huxley’s Mine”)

FIRST LINE: The trail to Virtue City was over the crest of Bare Neck Mountain and then down the northern slope.

Britt rides into the slowly dying town of Virtue City. He plans on getting a job with the Rocky Mountain Western Railroad, which is about to start laying new track through the town. But, Doc Cross, the mayor of the town, tells him that is not likely to happen because Annie Huxley won’t sell her right of way to the railroad. Silver Annie, as she is known, owns an old, worn-out silver mine, but she refuses to give up hope of finding another rich vein. The mayor has brought her cousin Clyde, a lawyer from Chicago, to town to try to talk her into selling. He is shot at by Annie for his trouble. So, the mayor drafts Britt to talk to her. Annie tells Britt that she is not against the railroad; she just wants them to choose their alternate path which would bypass her mine. Their talk is interrupted when Clyde and the sheriff rush in and arrest Annie.

As the second act begins, Doc Cross tells Britt that Silver Annie won’t be charged with any crime. Instead, there will be a sanity hearing. As the judge is about to rule in favor of Clyde, Britt speaks up. He tells the judge that he has taken some ore and has shown it to an assayer. He shows the judge a report that says the ore has enough silver to be worth about $125 a ton. Annie is judged to be sane and Nelson, the railroad man, announces that the railroad will begin building using the alternate route. Only Annie knows that Britt has not told the whole truth.

There is a short promo for Stewart’s current movie, Thunder Bay, at the end of the show.

CAST

Jeanette Nolan ............................... “Silver Annie” Huxley

Dan O’Herlihy ............................................ Clyde Huxley

Herb Vigran ..............................................Judge Drayton

Robert Griffin ......................... Thad Nelson and the sheriff

Parley Baer .......................................................Doc Cross

This was one of the three Six Shooter episodes that was turned into a TV vehicle for James Stewart. It was broadcast on the General Electric Theater on February 10, 1957, as “The Town With a Past.” The story was adapted for TV by Oscar Brodney. Ronald Reagan was the show’s host. Stewart starred as Britt, with the other cast members being Beulah Bondi (Annie), Walter Sande (Sheriff), Fredd Wayne (Clyde), and Ted Mapes (Joe). Also appearing were Will Wright, Greg Barton, Reggie Parton, Chuck Robeson, Henry Wills, Dean Williams, Pat O’Malley and Howard Wright. The production crew included James Neilson (Director), William Frye (Associate Producer), Ray Rennaham (Director of Photography), Don Herbert (Progress Reporter), George Patrick (Art Director), James Walters (Set Decorator), Richard G. Wray (Editorial Supervisor), Michael McAdam (Film Editor), Stanley Wilson (Music Supervisor), Earl Crane Jr. (Sound), Jack Barrow (Makeup), Florence Bush (Hair Stylist) and Vincent Dee (Costume Supervisor).

05: Rink Larkin ......................................................Sunday, 10/18/1953

(A.K.A.: “The Mine,” “Revenge in Petersville,” “Sins of the Father”)

FIRST LINE: The wind had died down and it was quiet now. Only thing I could hear was the crick tricklin’ away about 20 feet down from where I’d made camp for the night.

Eleven-year-old Rink Larkin sneaks into Britt’s camp at night to steal some food, but gets caught. Britt cooks him some beans and, as they talk, learns that the boy is on his way to Petersville to find his father. Britt is also headed there, so they travel together. Arriving at Sheriff Jay’s, Rink asks about his dad, Earl Larkin. The sheriff has to tell him that he had shot and killed his father during a bank robbery and that he had just been buried that morning. Another man named Cliff Trager had also been wounded in the robbery, but had escaped. Rink is very upset and runs away. Later, Britt finds Rink at his father’s grave promising revenge on the sheriff.

The following morning Sheriff Jay comes to Britt’s hotel room and tells him that someone had stolen a gun and ammunition from the hardware store overnight. They both know it was the work of young Rink. They follow a trail of small boot prints that lead away from the back of the store. Instead of finding Rink, they find Trager who shoots and wounds the sheriff. Trager wants to know what had happened to Larkin and a discussion of the robbery and shooting follows. Rink, who was hiding behind some nearby rocks, hears everything.

After a surprising ending, Britt gets permission from Rink’s aunt to take care of the boy for the summer while he watches the Widow Jenkins’ house while she is back east.

There is a short promo for Stewart’s current movie, Thunder Bay, at the end of the show.

CAST

Sammy Ogg ................................................. Rink Larkin

Russell Thorsen .................................................Sheriff Jay

Tony Barrett ..................................................Cliff Trager

06: Red Lawson’s Revenge ......................................Sunday, 10/25/1953

(A.K.A.: A Brother’s Revenge)

FIRST LINE: I hadn’t seen Mary and Dan for purt near three years. Not since I left the Panhandle.

This was the only show in the entire Six Shooter series that was not written by Frank Burt, instead being written by Les Crutchfield. Crutchfield wrote for many other radio series, including Gunsmoke, Fort Laramie, Dr. Kildare, and Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar.

Britt is on his way to Walnut Creek to visit old friends Mary and Dan Maylor. He’s about to make camp for the night when he sees a campfire ahead. He rides into the camp of Red Lawson. Lawson tells him that he’s also going to Walnut Creek to kill Dan Maylor, the man who had killed his brother four years earlier. Lawson knew that Dan was a friend of Britt’s and that Britt would warn him. In fact, he wanted him to do just that.

Britt continues on to the Maylor’s farm and receives a warm welcome from them. They have a surprise for Britt — their year-and-a-half-old baby boy named Britt. While Mary puts the baby to bed, Britt tells Dan about Lawson. The next morning, Britt rides to town to talk to the sheriff, but finds that he is out of town for three days. He does, however, find Lawson is in town. Red tells Britt that he knows Dan has a wife and child.

That night, back at the farm, Britt hears something outside and goes to investigate. Lawson fires a shot and Britt fires back, then hears a horse leaving the property. Back in the house, Mary is very upset because one of the shots had come very close to her and the baby. Britt apologizes and rides off to track down Lawson. After a while, he realizes that he is chasing an empty horse and quickly returns to the farm where he finds Dan and Mary locked in the store
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