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Introduction
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This book contains no heavy theological jargon. The Bible was written for everyone. Theology is a precious gift to the church, yet Scripture is not reserved only for scholars. God invites every believer to encounter Him through His Word.

As an ordinary believer with no formal theological training, I offer these reflections from my own journey of reading and meditating on Scripture. For that reason, this book is not a scholarly commentary, but a simple, honest, and personal reflection on God’s Word.

This book gathers reflections written chapter by chapter through the Gospel of Matthew. Throughout this journey, I have tried to read Scripture from God’s perspective rather than merely from a human one. That is why you will often encounter the phrase, “when we view the Word from God’s side rather than our own...” throughout these pages. My hope is that this shift in perspective will not only shape the way you read Scripture, but also the way you see your daily life.

When I use the word “perfection,” I do not mean flawless human achievement or moral superiority. Rather, I mean the wholeness and restoration that God accomplishes in us through Christ.

This book comes from a believer in Korea, a country in the East, and is shared with believers in America with a simple hope: that despite differences in culture, language, and background, we may discover the same living God speaking through the same Word.

May these humble reflections encourage your walk with God and bring a fresh sense of wonder as you encounter Christ through the Gospel of Matthew.
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Prologue
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“Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar?”

This was the question the Pharisees asked Jesus two thousand years ago to test Him. If Jesus were here today, people would likely ask a similar question.

“Is it lawful to worship online via the internet?”

How would Jesus answer this question?

Perhaps after listening to why they are asking this, Jesus would respond as follows:

“Worship the Father in spirit and in truth, not just in person or online.”

“The Father seeks those who worship Him in this way.”

If so, we must reflect. We must examine whether we are offering the true worship that God seeks. To reflect and make amends—that is repentance. Because of the novel coronavirus, God is asking His people: “Are you offering true worship?” He is saying that if you were able to offer true worship in person, you should be able to do so online as well. Christian leaders must ponder this. They must consider how they can help believers offer true worship so that their faith does not waver.
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Chapter 1. Immanuel
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December 27, 2020

We began this worship service with Genesis and decided to meditate on the Gospel of Matthew, the first book of the New Testament. Coincidentally, we ended up meditating on Matthew chapter 1 during Christmas week. Of course, setting aside the question of whether this was actually the day of His birth, we were able to share the story of Jesus’ birth with the children naturally, without forcing it to fit.

Matthew chapter 1 begins with the genealogy of Jesus, starting with Abraham. Although many people appear between Abraham and Jesus, and the text is often divided into three parts with King David and the fall of Israel as the dividing points, ultimately, what the Bible is trying to convey is the birth of Jesus. The reason Christmas is important is that it commemorates the birth of Jesus. The birth of Jesus begins with Abraham. The promise God made to Abraham—the very promise that began when God spoke to him—was fulfilled with the birth of Jesus. Even though the people before Abraham had experienced the Great Flood, they could not abandon their wickedness from a young age (Genesis 8:21). Therefore, the reason God chose Abraham at that time was to transform a sinner into a righteous person. Although countless people between Abraham and Jesus were led from the position of sinners to the position of the righteous, there was no one who could serve as a model for all people.

The prerequisite for God’s plan to make sinners righteous is a person who is a sinner. Not someone who has committed a crime, but a person who is dead clay—not living clay—and one who is under the influence of the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil. That is why Jesus was conceived and born in the body of a woman named “Mary.” He did not appear suddenly, nor did He emerge from an egg; rather, like everyone else, Jesus was born from a woman’s body and entered fully into the human condition, yet without sin. From there, the Bible states the conclusion first. It proclaims the way to reach the place of the righteous. It says, “A son will be born to you, and you shall call his name ‘Immanuel.’” He even explains that “Immanuel” means “God is with us” (verse 23).

The only way for a sinner to become righteous is for “God to be with us.” It is not that we are with God, but that God is with us. We still spare no effort in our flesh, pouring out our devotion and striving according to our own understanding to be with God. However, God is with us according to His own judgment, regardless of our efforts. God was with Abraham despite his many mistakes, He was with Jacob through his difficult life, and by being with Joseph, He made his life prosperous. Yet, there is a person who has become Immanuel—one with whom God has been from birth. That person is Jesus Christ.

We must observe how Jesus lives His life with God. His righteousness will be revealed through His words and actions. That His righteousness becomes our righteousness—this is why we meditate on the Gospel of Matthew.
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Chapter 2. Was fulfilled
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January 3, 2021

Generally, the part of Matthew chapter 2 that people find most interesting is the story of the Magi. These mysterious figures, whose identities remain unclear, learned of Jesus’ birth through their profound knowledge and traveled from afar to worship the infant Jesus lying in a humble manger and present him with gifts. Their enigmatic nature lends an air of mystery to Jesus’ birth as well. Consequently, people often interpret the gifts they brought as having some deeper meaning. However, the true focus of Matthew 2 is not the Magi.

Matthew 2 begins with the phrase “In the days of King Herod,” mentions Herod, and then introduces the Magi. The arrival of the Magi causes a shift in Herod’s mindset. This is because, even though he was the king, he heard news of the birth of another King of the Jews. A commotion ensued, so he searched the prophetic writings and found a passage in Isaiah stating that a ruler would be born in Bethlehem. He then sent the Magi on a mission while plotting a scheme. The Magi found the infant Jesus, worshiped him, and on their way back, following an angel’s instruction, avoided meeting Herod. Meanwhile, Jesus’ family fled to Egypt. Enraged by this, Herod ordered the killing of all male children two years old and under in the vicinity of Bethlehem. Time passed, Herod died, and Jesus’ family returned, but they settled in Nazareth rather than Bethlehem, and Matthew chapter 2 concludes.

If we examine Matthew chapter 2 closely, we
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